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1. A genie who loved Panji, the tale of Panji Kuda Narawangsa.
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More than a thousand years ago there was a kingdom of Jenggala in the northern coast of Java.  The land of Jenggala was very fertile.  There was a good climate and the people of Jenggala were hard workers. So they enjoyed a prosperous life.  In the northern coast of Java, not far from Jenggala there was a harbor where big ships from overseas and many islands came to trade with Jenggala. 

The King of Jenggala had a son. His name was Panji Inu Kertapati.  He was a handsome prince.  When he was mature he married a beautiful princess from a neighboring kingdom.  Her name was Princess Candra Kirana.  They were a perfect couple.  So they lived a happy life in the palace of Jenggala.  But their life suddenly changed.

One day Prince Panji went hunting for several days.  He likes hunting animals like deer and buffalo.  Accompanied by his guards he went to a forest to the south of the capital.  Candra Kirana stayed at the palace because she did not want to take risk in the forest.  Candra Kirana was guarded but the guards were outside so she was alone in her room.  One night she forgot to pray before sleeping.  That night when midnight came it was very quiet inside the palace and it was dark.  Suddenly in front of Candra Kirana’s room a black shadow appeared.  The shadow was big.  Then it moved toward Candra Kirana’s room. Some of her guards stared at the shadow.  They were startled and scared.  Nobody moved.  Then they saw a big ugly woman stared at them.  She waved her hands at the guards and suddenly all of them fell asleep.  Without making a sound she opened the door and got into the room.

She held Candra Kirana’s shoulder with her big and strong hands.  Candra Kirana suddenly woke up.  When she saw an ugly beast embraced her she cried out loud but the strong hands of the beast closed her mouth.  Then she tied Candra Kirana’s mouth, hands and feet.  Candra Kirana was really scared. She fought back but she was not a strong fighter.  Soon she lost consciousness.  The beast put Candra Kirana on her strong shoulder and stepped outside the room.  In the yard she looked around, she smiled and then she flew.  

Candra Kirana woke up feeling dizzy and cold.  As she opened her eyes she saw the beast sitting in front of her.  She realized that her hands and feet were still tied.  The beast walked toward her and untied her hands and feet.

“Who are you? Why did you do this to me?”

“I am Durga.  It is my duty to take women away from their husbands, and to make people unhappy.  It is my destiny so it is not my fault. It is your fault”

“Where did I go wrong? I am a good wife”

“You did not pray before sleeping.  So you are not protected by god”

“You are evil. Where am I?”

“In the forest of Setra”

“Let me free.  I want to go home”

“No, you cannot go home. You stay here with me”

Durga wanted to kidnap Candra Kirana but Candra fought back.  Durga was stronger so Candra Kirana was easily beaten.  But then Candra Kirana prayed to god. The power of prayer is amazing. It feels hot for Durga.  Several days later Durga left her alone in the forest.  Candra Kirana lived in a big banyan tree with a big hollow in the stem.  She loved her husband very much so she was very sad. 

Candra Kirana did not know where she was and she did not know the way to get back to the palace of Jenggala.  So she prayed to god to give her guidance.  She lived a very simple life.  She controlled her meals.  Her main activities are praying and meditating.  One night she sat meditating inside the hollow.  She sat cross legged.  She kept her body straight. She closed her eyes.  Then she controlled her breathing.  She exhaled slowly in the count to ten.  She maintained the breath in count of ten.  Last she exhaled slowly into the count of ten.  When she had achieved peace of mind she prayed to god.  Shortly after that there appeared in front of her a god named Narada.  He told Candra Kirana the way home and that Panji still loved her very much.

“Candra Kirana, stop meditating.  What do you want from god?”

“Your holiness, I want to go home.  I want to see my husband again.  Would you please show me the way home and please protect me”

“Candra Kirana, don’t worry.  Your husband Panji still loves you very much.  He misses you.  He has been searching for you everywhere.  Tomorrow morning go to the direction of the sunrise.  Go straight ahead. You will get to Jenggala.  We will protect you and we will reunite you with your husband, but there will be temptation so you must try your best”

“Thank you very much”

That night Candra Kirana still slept inside the hollow banyan tree.  The following day, early in the morning she went to the east.  She kept on walking for several days.  Finally she got to an area that she knew well.  But her appearance was very different.  She did not look gorgeous anymore so nobody recognized her.  Some people greeted her but they did not recognize her anymore.  Before entering the palace she took a rest in a small food stall.  She ate a lot more than before when she lived in the palace because she worked harder.  When she had her lunch he heard people talking about her husband Panji.

“Hey, have you heard the latest rumor?”

“Not yet, what about?”

“About Prince Panji.”

“No, I haven’t.  What happened to him?”

“His wife left him then he married a genie”

“A genie?”

“Yes, a genie”

“How come?”

“Why did princess Candra Kirana leave her?”

“Did she leave with another man?”

Candra Kirana was astonished to hear the conversation.  She was hurt to hear that Panji, her husband had married another woman, a genie. She could not stand to keep quiet so she joined the conversation.

“Hey, you said Prince Panji married a genie? How do you know?”

“My uncle works there.  He told me that Princess Candra Kirana left but nobody knows where she left.  Shortly after that a genie, a beast came to the palace and told Prince Panji that she is Princess Candra Kirana and Prince Panji believed her.  Now the genie lives there with the prince”

“Oh my god”

Candra Kirana once again startled.  She was confused, hurt, so she was speechless for a moment.  After she could control her emotion she asked again.

“How do you know that she is a genie?”  Maybe she is an ordinary human being but not beautiful so people mock her”

“She did not walk on foot like us. She flies but not high. Moreover she stinks”

“Is that what your uncle told you?”

“Yes”

“Did anyone tell the prince about the genie?”

“The priest, the officials had told the Prince but he did not listen to them”

“How come?”

“Prince Panji is under the control of the beast.  She casted a spell on him.  So she fully controls Prince Panji.”

“Who can help Prince Panji?”

“Great priest, hermits. Why are you interested in the story?”

“Because I will work there. I am going there so I need to know what is going on there”

“Are you a cook?”

“Yes, I am a cook”

“See for yourself when you are there”

Candra Kirana was curious about the bad news so she wants to know further about it.  She set a plan.  She changed her appearance into a man.  She wore a man's shirt and trousers and she pretended to be a man.  She changed her name to Kuda Narawangsa. After that she went hurriedly to the palace.  She applied for a job as a cook.  The following day she started working as a cook.  Before she started working the chief of palace staff gave her instruction.

“Listen to me.  Tomorrow you must wake up very early to prepare breakfast for the royal family.  You have to prepare the menu for one week.  The king and Prince Panji like vegetables very much.  So you can develop many kinds of vegetables for the menu.  I believe you can do it.  Then the meals for the wife of the prince is easier.  Just prepare raw meat and its blood.  You must not cook it. Just serve it like that. Don‘t forget to add some flowers”

Kuda Narawangsa astonished to hear the last sentence.  She asked for clarification.

“What?  Raw meat?  Are you sure?”

The chief stepped closer and whispered.

“Be careful.  Just follow my instruction”

“Okay, yes, but why?  Are you sure she wants it?”

“Ok, let me tell you something.  She really wants this because she is not human. She is a genie”

Once again Kuda Narawangsa startled and speechless. 

“Okay, I will do it”

Besides cooking Candra Kirana aka Kuda Narawangsa had time to chat with her friends.  Gossiping about their boss is an activity that she liked most because she could have much information.

“Hey, this morning I served breakfast for Prince Panji and his wife.  I got into the palace.  I saw Prince Panji but I did not see his wife”

“No, you cannot see her in the daytime if you are not a psychic.  You can see her only at night after midnight”

“Why? I have no problem with my eyes”

“She is a genie. So you must see with your sixth sense”

“Have you seen her?”

“Yes, on certain night she appeared under the big tree over there”

“How does she look?”

“She is a beast”

“What?  Why did Prince Panji love her?”

“He was under her spell so he thinks that the beast was Princess Candra Kirana”

“Why did nobody tell the prince about that?”

“He won’t believe.  You must break the spell first then you can tell about it.  Without breaking the spell he won’t believe whatever you tell him about his wife”

Kuda Narawangsa aka Candra Kirana was very sad.  She decided to help Panji to overcome the spell.  Then she meditated and prayed to god.  Every night at the last one third of the night she woke up.  This is the best time for spiritual activity.  She meditated and prayed to god.  She asked god’s protection  for her family. 

So far Kuda Narawangsa never saw the genie.  So one night she came to the big banyan tree not far from the Prince house.  It was after midnight.  At first she did not see anything.  Then she sat meditating.  After a while her mind sight got an image.  Initially it was not clear.  But then gradually she saw a big ugly woman standing under the banyan tree.  The beast was staring at her.  Her eyes were red.  Her hair was long.  In her mouth there was dirt.  Moreover she stank.  Kuda Narawangsa was scared but then she prayed to god asking for protection.  Not long after that she saw the beast was burning and disappeared.

The next day  she cooked again for the royal couple.  This time she made it differently.  Before cooking she prayed and when she prepared raw meat for the genie she prayed.  She asked god to make it feel very hot for the genie.  Then she served it for them.  After she talked with her friends in the kitchen.  Not long after that a soldier came and told Kuda.

“Hey, Kuda Prince Panji wants you to come”

“Okay, right away”

When they met Panji stared at Kuda Narawangsa.  Moments later he asked.

“What is your name?”

“My name is Kuda Narawangsa, your highness”

“Where are you from?”

“I am from Kediri”

“I am sorry Kuda; you look like someone that I know.  I hope you don’t mind with my question. I hope you are not offended. I am just curious”

“Yes, your highness”

“Kuda, I am curious whether you are a man or a woman?”

“I am a man your highness”

“Okay, Kuda.  I am satisfied with the meals that you prepared for me this morning, but I have to be honest with you.  My wife said that the meals that you prepared for her this morning were too hot. I hope tomorrow you can make it better”

“I am sorry, highness. I will try to make it better.  May I have a suggestion for your highness?”

“Sure, tell me”

“May be it will be better if you try the meals for Princess Candra Kirana tomorrow before I served it”

“Okay, I think it will be better”

“Your highness, but I mean you try it in my kitchen, not here”

“Why?”

“Because your highness will be able to give me suggestion to make it better”

“Okay, tomorrow morning I will come to your kitchen”

“Thank you very much, your highness”

That night Candra Kirana aka Kuda Narawangsa meditated again in the last one third of the night.  He asked god for protection.  He asked God that Panji will be free from the spell.  After that early in the morning she prepared breakfast.  After the sun rose Panji came to the kitchen.  Kuda Narawangsa kept on praying while cooking.  When Panji came she asked him to try his meals and then the genie’s raw meat.  Panji was surprised to see the raw meat and the blood.

“This is good, but what is this?  It looks awful”

“This is the meals for your wife”

Once again Panji was astonished and confused.  Then he asked again.

“What?  Is this meal for my wife?  You must be joking.  You haven’t finished cooking it I guess.  No, it is not.  Princess Candra Kirana never eats something like this”

His voice was rising.  He was a little bit angry.

“You are right Panji; I never eat something like this. Look at me.  I am Princess Candra Kirana.  The beast in your room is not your wife.  She is a genie.  You must pray to god for protection.  You must get rid of her. Look at her meals.  This is not for human beings.  Only genie eats this”

Panji was confused.  He stared at Kuda.  Then he said.

“Are you Candra Kirana?”

“Yes, I am the real Candra Kirana. Listen to me.  You must pray.  Come on, let’s pray to god”

“Let’s go to temple”

“No, we don’t have to.  Just pray here. Listen to me”

Then Kuda Narawangsa taught him to pray.  Panji was very happy after that.  His eyes looked bright.  After that she went to the palace.

“Candra, I am waiting for the breakfast in the verandah as usual”

“Okay Panji, I am coming in a moment”

When Kuda and the servants served breakfast in verandah Panji lost his mind again. He was under the spell again.  He forgot Candra again.  And after that he called Kuda again to convey the complaint of his wife over the food.

“Hey Kuda, my wife complains again about the food that you prepared for her. This afternoon make it better”

“Your highness, would you please come again to my kitchen?”

When Panji came to her kitchen Kuda asked him to pray again.  She tried to break the spell of the genie.  Panji was free from the spell when he was in the kitchen but when he came back to his palace he was under the spell again.  It happened many times. 

One night Kuda Narawangsa felt hot but she was sure it was nor ordinary heat.  After praying he slept early.  He always slept early because he wanted to get up early, at the last one third of the night.  Soon she fell asleep.  But at midnight she had a dream.  In her dream she was sitting under a big banyan tree when a big beast came.  It was the same big beast that she saw before.  The beast’s eyes were red.  Her tongue looked like a lizard's tongue.  Her voice was very unpleasant.  She threatened Kuda Narawangsa.

“I know what you did to me.  This is my fist and my last warning to you. If you do this again tomorrow, I will kill you”
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