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Methodology Used (aka “Are my methods unsound?”)
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My methodology was pretty straightforward: I got a list of all the #1 songs on the Billboard pop charts and I listened to each one. Some songs entered the #1 spot, fell out and then re-entered; for those songs, I only list the date of the song’s first entry at #1.

I scored each song, using a scale of 0-10, on the following four criteria: Riffage, Rhythm Playing, Fills and Solos. A score of zero indicates that the element didn’t exist (as far as I could tell). A score of 5 indicates an average effort, and a score of 10 indicates a supreme musical accomplishment. The ultimate guitar #1 song would score 10 in all four categories for a total of 40 points.

Scores are based solely on my judgment and are therefore subjective. The mixing on some of the songs made it difficult or impossible for me to tell if there was any guitar on the track. When such doubts arose, I gave a score of 1 or 2 for rhythm playing—I couldn’t bear the thought of giving four zeros to a song that actually contains some guitar!

Where possible, each song title has a YouTube link to the song. My apologies if the links have died. If your device won’t follow the links, I recommend you go to YouTube and watch/listen to the songs as you read about them—especially the ones you haven’t heard of, and of those especially the ones that score well (say, 10 or more) on total points. There are many pleasant surprises if you really listen!

Here we go; let’s see what the disco era has to offer!

-MR
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Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds, Elton John, 1/4/75, 2 weeks at #1
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