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1.

Reception
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HE FOUND HIMSELF STANDING somewhere, vaguely aware of his own body.  It wasn't a room; he saw no walls, no floor.  It felt as if he wasn't really anywhere, it was just a blank white space.  He didn't know how he got here, he just was here.

"Hello there," came a voice from behind him, it sounded friendly.  He turned around, and saw a man standing there.  He looked normal, around middle age, wearing a tweed jacket.

Before he could reply, the man said: "welcome to the afterlife."

He thought about it.  He could remember being at the hospital.  It felt like a distant past.

"You were seventy-eight, but never mind that, you'd have ended up here no matter how long you lived.  I know you're curious, so... it was widespread cancer, mostly in the liver.  Pneumonia got you before it did." The man smiled calmly.  "And now you're here.  And before you ask, no, I'm not a demon.  This is merely my punishment for my sins," he said with emphasis.  "Telling you lot where you're going.  It is basically a tournament, you see, a series of simple little games you have to finish to gain paradise.  You and everybody who was around when Our Lord and Savious Jesus Christ lived, that is, provided they lived to be fourteen years old at least, and up until the year of his return in 5000 AD.  Everyone who lived in that period has to go through these little games."
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