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Dedication 

To the Mairs Veterinary  Clinic, specifically  my grandpa, “Doc,” Robert E. Mairs, my “Uncle Doc,” Robert F. Mairs, and my cousin, Richard A. Mairs, all vets who have won the hearts of many dog and cat owners  here in my little neck of the woods. Thank you for your dedication and love to our furry friends.  

Special Thanks...
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I’d like to thank with hugs and kisses the HartFelt Boarding Kennels who without their expertise and photos this almanac of dog biscuits and more would have never hit the trails.

The Grub Wrangler and I don’t just like HartFelt Boarding Kennels — We trust them like an old trail horse that never lets you down. Out here, trust is earned by showing up day after day, rain or shine, and that’s exactly what the HartFelt crew does. They treat every pup that trots through their gate like one of their own, making sure each tail gets its fair share of wags and belly rubs. As the resident grub wrangler likes to say with a half-smile, “Ain’t no dog leaves here without a full belly, a clean coat, and a happy heart.”

From sunrise to sundown, the folks at HartFelt pour their hearts into caring for every four-legged guest. Whether it’s luxury boarding, daycare full of romp and play, or a gentle grooming session that leaves a pup looking sharp, they do it with the kind of attention that only comes from genuine love. “These dogs ain’t just boarders,” the grub wrangler grumbles while refilling a water bowl, “they’re part of the family — even the ones that drool more than they should.” And that’s the spirit we appreciate most. HartFelt isn’t just a kennel; it’s a home away from home, built on thirty years of care, trust, and a whole lot of heart.

And just so you know more about what I’m jawing about, I’ll let it come straight from the horse’s mouth, so contact them.  Cause they’re a friendly crew who love to talk pets.

[image: Heartfelt Boarding Kennel ]

HartFelt Boarding Kennels

6187 Township Rd 219,

Big Prairie, OH 44611

(330) 674-0240

Info@hartfeltkennels.com 

https://hartfeltkennels.com/
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They say it takes a whole herd to raise a pup, and I reckon the same holds true for a dog biscuit almanac. This book sure didn’t come together on its own, and I’ve got my own herd of folks to thank for helping me along the way.

First off, to my grandparents — the ones who taught me how to love a critter proper. You showed me that pets aren’t just animals — they’re family. I still carry those early lessons in kindness every time I scratch a pup behind the ears or sneak a treat to a barn cat.

To HartFelt Boarding Kennel, especially the head groomer, Mary Hartmann who opened the doors and shared her know-how — bless you for your patience, your humor, and your deep understanding of what makes a dog truly happy. You reminded me that wagging tails and clean paws are made of equal parts skill and heart.

To my family and friends and their four-legged sidekicks, thank you for the stories, the slobber, and the snapshots. Every goofy grin and muddy pawprint added real joy to these pages.

A tip of the hat to my director of photography — Jacob Benchoff  — bless your heart for putting up with me every time I say, “Just one more picture.” We both know that’s a lie. Your eye for detail and your easy laugh brought this book to life.

To my husband, who rides shotgun through every bit of my creative chaos — thank you for humoring my wild ideas and for loving me through all the biscuit testing, flour clouds, and late-night writing marathons.

To my editors, Cary Harter and Alexandra Musselman who keeps my words wrangled and my commas corralled — your steady hand and sharp eye turned these rough notes into something worth reading.

And most of all, to God — for the gift of words, for the love He plants in our hearts, and for every pawprint that leaves a mark on my life.

This one’s for all the folks who believe that a little oat flour, a lot of love, and one good dog... or cat can make any day better.

Chrissy Hartmann
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Chapter 1 Introduction
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So, you’re ready for a ruff and ready western grub guide for dogs and a few cats too? 

Well partner, you’ve found the right book then.

Now, I’ll admit it right up front—I’m a contemporary western romance author. I usually spend my days wrangling grumpy cowboys and stubborn heroines, not chasing down chuckwagon tales about a cook and his dog. But The Grub Wrangler and his partner, Gruff, had other ideas. 

From the time Gruff tumbled into camp as a clumsy pup to the years he strutted around like he owned the chuckwagon, that dog lived a story worth sharing. Along the trail, The Grub Wrangler figured out that supper didn’t just belong to the cowboys — Gruff deserved a plate too. And that’s how some downright tasty, healthy treats came to be.

Now, Gruff tells me I ought to hurry up and get these stories written because, in his words, “a dog’s patience only stretches as far as his stomach.” 

Fair enough. I’ve had cats and dogs underfoot my whole life, and with a great grandpa, grandpa, uncle, and cousin who all pulled veterinarian duty, I like to think I know a wee thing or two about critters. 

So, bear with me — romance may be my usual trail, but this time, I’m just the scribe for a dog with a belly full of stories and a chuckwagon cook who kept him fed.

This cookbook was born from years of caring for dogs through every stage of life. Whether raising a curious pup, keeping a prime-time herder sharp, or comforting an old-timer, the recipes and care tips here will help nourish your loyal companion. With a western twist, practical guidance, and notes from our Grub Wrangler... and Gruff. 

[image: Chrissy Hartmann with her first guide dog, a  golden lab, named  Adam]This guide aims to be your sidekick on the trail of dog care.
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1.1 Go Natural
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Well now, if you’ve stumbled onto this here dog biscuit almanac, you’ve figured out one thing right off: these ain’t no run-of-the-mill, store-bought knick-knacks for your critter. Naw — you’re dealing with real-deal all-natural ingredients. We’re talking:

Pumpkin

Sweet potatoes

Vitamin E (that’s good for their immune system, don’t ya know)

Fish oil (for that slick coat)

Oats

Peanut butter (Xylitol free)

Ginger

Salmon

... And plenty more good-for-them stuff you can dig up between the covers of this here cookbook.

Sure, you could mosey down to the store and snag some biscuits — or hell, chuck them table scraps. But let me tell ya straight: that won’t do for your four-legged barn buddy. Those factory-made snacks won’t give them none of the wholesome nutrients packed into these homemade morsels.

Now I know what you’re thinking Grub Wrangler, my purse strings are tighter than a cow’s rear end, and I got no spare minute after wrestling cattle. Fine. I’ll give ya that. But ask yourself — when was the last time you’d choke down cardboard for supper, just so your belly wouldn’t grumble?

Your best friend — be it pup or kitten — sure as shooting deserves better than cardboard. You feed them right, you get loyalty and good health in return. They’re not just pets — they’re partners out here under sky. And who wouldn’t want their partner around for a good long spell?

Top Ten Reasons to Make Your Own Dog Biscuits

1. Simple as dirt — these biscuits don’t demand fancy ingredients. You’ll likely have most already.

2. All-natural goodness—nothing artificial to mess up their insides.

3. Better nutrition — real pumpkin, salmon, oats, and vitamins beat whatever’s in mass-market treats.

4. Customizable — got a pup with allergies, or just picky? You control what goes in.

5. Freshness counts — no stale factory loaf; these come straight from your oven, still warm.

6. Cost control — yeah, homesteading costs more time, but the quality more than pays for itself.

7. Bonding activity — you’re making them with your own hands and more than likely while they watch. That counts for something.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Dog Biscuit Almanac





OEBPS/d2d_images/image063.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image013.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image032.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





