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THREE YEARS AFTER MR. Darcy’s painful proposal, and Lizzy’s fervent rejection, she is at a house party when she receives a mysterious gift. Inside the box is a mask and a heartfelt letter from an ardent admirer, imploring her to meet with him that night for wicked games. It is a scandalous invitation, but Lizzy’s curiosity compels her to accept. Will her mystery man be the lover of her dreams, and the man to finally help her shed her lingering love for Mr. Darcy, whom she hasn’t seen since the proposal? Or will his identity shock and anger her? Will Lizzy regret taking such a risk or find a reward of happiness beyond measure?

While Abbey sometimes writes sweet JAFF, this shorter tale is strictly SENSUAL.
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LIZZY EYED THE BOX dubiously, looking both ways down the corridor before bending down to pick it up. She brought it back into her room and the Hennesseys’ home, where they were hosting the lavish weekend party two days’ ride from Longbourn. Her mother had insisted on coming when they received an invitation, though none of the Bennets knew the Hennesseys, who had recently purchased the property and remained a great mystery to all of them.

Jane was the only one with any connection to them, having met Lord and Lady Hennessey through her social interactions as Mrs. Charles Bingley. Lizzy suspected she was the reason Bertram and Meredith Hennessey had invited them.

She stared at the box for a moment, tempted by the pretty red bow but certain it had been left outside her room by mistake. She lifted the card, eyes widening at it bearing her name. She untied the ribbon carefully and lifted the lid to find a beaded mask and a note penned in an unfamiliar hand.

Dearest Lizzy,

You enchant me. Meet me tonight if I have piqued your curiosity. Please wear the mask, so we may hide behind anonymity a while longer.

Scandalously Yours,

An Ardent Admirer

What a shocking suggestion. Lizzy should crumple the note and throw away the mask immediately. Or perhaps report this to the Hennesseys, who could weed out the rake in their midst. She shouldn’t be contemplating accepting the shocking invitation. Her curiosity was insatiable, and she suspected whoever had sent the note realized that about her.

She should be afraid of his intentions. And she was. Lizzy closed the box, deciding she would not indulge curiosity. He could be a madman, and whatever his intentions, they were clearly socially unacceptable if he chose to approach her this way. No, she would not pander to her curiosity or his wickedness.
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