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Chapter 1 Miscarriage and Birth

It was the middle of the night. Mabel, a young elf, was sad sitting in her plain brown dress. Her hair was covered with a plain brown cloth. She no longer cared if she was pretty or beautiful. What did those things matter when she had just had a miscarriage? She wasn’t sure why it happened, but she knew her lord would be angry and possibly go take another wife. She had hoped her sister would be spared. She wasn’t. Her sister was to be given to Lord Flame in the realm nearby. Mabel didn’t know how that marriage would go.

She couldn’t cry anymore and the bleeding was lessening. She still had much pain, in her heart and her womb. Then, suddenly, she had the urge to go for a walk in the woods which separated the realm she lived in from Lord Flame’s realm. She couldn’t think straight. She felt dizzy, yet she stood up. With glazed eyes she walked out of her private bedroom and was soon outside. Nor did she stop when she reached the woods. Still in pain, she walked on until she found a treehouse. She climbed up the ladder and stepped inside.

A small fairy was holding a tiny baby. The fairy had a hard time keeping her eyes open. “Thank you for coming, Lady Storm,” she whispered.

Lady Mabel Storm sat down in front of the fairy and baby on the floor and blinked her eyes. “What? Why am I here?”

“I asked you to come. I’m sorry, I had no intention of controlling you, but I am dying and I know you just lost your baby.”

Lady Mabel nodded her head. “My lord will be angry with me.” She lowered her head.

“I am dying and my child will need a mother. Will you take her?”

Mabel’s jaw dropped. “I’d love to raise a baby. My milk hasn’t even dried up yet. I could feed her…”

The fairy nodded. “I was hoping you’d agree. Your Lord isn’t very kind. The child has been hard for me to carry and then give birth to. I do hope she will turn out alright.” She handed the baby to Mabel.

Mabel smiled at the child who didn’t cry in her arms. “What should we name the baby?”

“Hmm, let’s see…how about—” The fairy fell over.

“Oh, dear! Is there anything I can do?”

The fairy raised her head. “I don’t have any strength left. There’s nothing you can do for me, but raise the child as your own.”

“I will. I will raise her as if she’s mine. Lord Storm won’t know the difference.”

“Indeed, she is his child, at least biologically.”

Mabel gasped. “I never want him near me again!”

“He may leave you alone now that you have a child.”

There was silence as the baby started to cry quietly. Both Mabel and the fairy looked into each other’s eyes and said together, “Her name shall be Anjilina.”

The fairy collapsed and stopped breathing. Both Mabel and Anjilina cried. Mabel held Anjilina and promised to take good care of her. She wasted no time in feeding the baby. Soon Anjilina and Mabel were quiet.

Anjilina went to sleep. Mabel bowed her head to the dead fairy and then stood up. She carefully climbed down the ladder holding the baby with one arm. Once she was down on the ground, she used both arms to carry Anjilina all the way home. Lady Storm’s eyes darted back and forth to see if anyone else was about. She saw no one as it was still dark. People were sleeping and wouldn’t wake until dawn, a few hours from now. Lady Storm went back to her private bedroom and set the sleeping baby in a cradle. Anjilina didn’t wake up. Mabel put a blanket around the baby to keep her warm and then Mabel laid down herself.

Craelin sighed. She had a bad feeling about what was going to happen. She thought herself a fool for believing the boy. But she had to find out for sure. At least it wasn’t raining. She was outside wandering about the cobblestone streets looking for the rendezvous point.

She sighed again and looked around. No one was out in this area of Elsewhere. She thought of him who had made her heart race whenever she saw him. He whom she had first kissed. Then she saw him. She was quiet like her parents. He was making out with someone else.

Her eyes widened. Neither was aware of her. It was dark. She bit her lip and turned around. It was as she had feared. She meant nothing to him. She blinked back tears and ran the rest of the way home. She got inside the building and ran up the stairs to the apartment. She let herself inside.

Her parents were laughing and kissing each other. They stopped when they saw her tear stained face.

“Craelin, what happened?” asked her father.

Craelin covered her face with her hands. Her parents walked over to her carefully. They put their arms around her.

“Whatever it is, we’ll listen,” said her mother.

Through her tears the young elf answered, “I didn’t mean anything to him. I found him kissing someone else.”

Her parents both said, “Oh!” at the same time. They wrapped their arms around her and held on to her.

No spoke for the rest of the night.

Next morning Craelin found her parents in the kitchen. They offered her food and she ate in silence.

Her father said, “We’re going to the Silver Mists today to visit our friends. Would you like to come along?”

“Sure, why not?”

“As I recall you expressed some interest in the healing arts. I would like to introduce you to Merlaen. She tends to help a lot with women and their specific needs.”

Craelin blinked. “Isn’t she really old?”

“Yes, and you could learn a lot from her. Interested?”

“Would that mean I could stay there in the Silver Mists for a while?”

“Yes.”

“Would you two be okay with that?”

Her parents nodded to her.

“Oh, it’s because you know the people who live there and know I probably won’t get into any trouble.”

Her mother smiled. “You’re not likely to get into trouble, unless orcs come through.”

Craelin smiled remembering the stories her parents told her about the orc raid and when they had finally decided to get married. “Okay, then I’ll meet Merlaen and see what I can learn from her.” She paused to finish eating. “Uh, dad?”

“Yes?”

“I’ve learned a lot from you.”

“Glad to hear. I figured you needed to learn some things from a woman who understands them better than I can.”

Craelin smiled.


Chapter 2 A New Threat

Everyone sat down at the meeting in the Silver Mists, the City of Elsewhere, the Dragon Council chambers, Luckshire, the City of Paradise, and the Four Realms. Bernard, Adelaen, and Craelin sat down at the meeting table in the Silver Mists. It was Craelin’s first meeting and she wasn’t sure what to expect. Jazmin, Darius, and Raeford sat down near them. They all greeted each other.

Raeford waved at Craelin who waved back. He was much happier to see her than she was to see him. He wasn’t sure what had happened to her to make her feel that way. But he didn’t have time to question her about her mood. The meeting with all the holds was about to start.

Maegin started the meeting. “As you know from the data we’ve sent out to everyone, we are now discussing a possible threat to life on this planet which goes against our code. His name is Storm. He calls himself a lord. He has a wife who recently just had a baby. We do know he was looking forward to having an heir.

“The threat is that he and his followers tend to raid nearby villages. He has his sights on the Fire Caves, which is under the protection of Marko. From what we have been able to determine, Marko is peaceful and more concerned about taking care of his people. The Fire Caves are near a forest. Not too far from Luckshire.”

Nathan spoke up, “We’ve had some dealings with Marko and his people. We’ve been trading with them. He seems interested in the Guardians and our code. The only thing we are unsure of is how they treat women. We haven’t seen any of the women outside of the caves or the courtyard.”

Maegin said, “Noted. We could have a possible ally. Perhaps we should offer them a Guardian to live in the Fire Caves to teach them more about us and what a partnership with us could mean.”

Others readily agreed.

Maegin continued, “Then we will keep an eye on both Storm and Marko. The last thing we want is a war when one group is already peaceful.”

The meeting ended and the screens all went blank in the different holds. Raeford approached Craelin.

“Craelin, you busy?”

“Not now.”

“Good. Let’s go out to the courtyard and catch up.”

“Okay.”

They went outside where Raeford led them to a bench. They sat down.

“How are you?”

She shrugged. “Okay, I guess.”

“What happened?”

She blinked. “It’s nothing.”

“No, it isn’t. We’re still friends?”

“Yeah, why wouldn’t we be?”

“Just checking. You seem sad and distracted. That’s why I ask.”

“Oh, is it that obvious?”

“Yeah. You’d think someone had just broken your heart.”

She gasped. “How did you know?”

“It happened to me already. Just once. But it’s over now. Whoever it was doesn’t deserve you.”
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