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An examination of the Career Development implementation and its outcomes of in Australia and the social and economic benefits to Jamaica if the recommended career development and education strategies were implemented
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A Note to the Reader

Jamaica is ideally positioned to engage in drastic, but constructive political and economic change. A turning away from the former colonial practises, which have caused it to remain, entrenched in socio-economic woe.

It is common practice for nations to adapt successful models, used by countries that have implemented strategies that work; over the long-term. Australia is one such country worthy of recognition for its own successes. Jamaica has already modelled Australia’s Technical and Vocational Education policies; therefore, copying its socio-economic strategies should be the next step. This book will examine Australia’s history and their process of transformation. In addition, it highlights Jamaica’s present career development landscape.


-  Denise N. Fyffe
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Introduction to Australia
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Australia has a unique history, important elements of which are an indigenous population, a British colonial past and recent extensive immigration of people from many different countries and cultures. This has resulted in one of the most ethnically diverse populations in the world, with over 100 birthplace groups identified in the 1991 census. Each of these 'birthplace groups' has its own considerable cultural diversity because of history, regional differences, and internal and external population movements; as well as variations related to key factors such as class, gender, urban and rural environments. Cultural diversity, including the resurgence of a strong Aboriginal presence and identity, presents challenging issues for Australia (Hartley, 1995).
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Factors that caused Career Development 
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One must highlight the main factor that attributed to the changes in Australia to better understand the leanings towards Career Development, or as it was called in the earlier decades of the 20th century, Vocational Guidance. The main factor was War, both the 1st and 2nd World War impacted greatly on the way of life in Australia.

The First World War (WW1) had brought the continent much closer to old-world problems. The Commonwealth and States increased their spending and extended controls in every direction. Fortune's favours were dearly bought with borrowed money and prosperity appeared to spread its blessings widely throughout the twenties. Each year brought more co-operations between states and the Commonwealth and the people were drawn into closer unity as a nation with common goals. 

With the Onset of the Second World War (WWII), in 1929, economic depression arrived like a shattering blast from the outside world. Prosperity vanished as people and governments hastily scrambled for shelter. In the rush for self-preservation, national ideals were forgotten. The financial position was soon adjusted by drastic retrenchment but the rude shock of depression-revived regionalism. Throughout the 'thirties the continent was troubled by uncertainty and suspicion. They were only banished when war brought new dangers that aroused a true spirit of nationalism. 
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