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      Then Jesus came to them and said: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations... Matthew 28:18-19a.

      As disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, we face the challenge of the unfinished task of the evangelisation of all nations. There are still many people groups that are yet to be reached with the gospel of salvation. And as members of the body of Christ, we, the people of Christian Missionary Fellowship International (CMFI) are called to bring one billion people from 250 nations to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour who are discipled to obey Him in all things by the year 2065 A.D.

      The raising and training of competent ministers of the gospel was one of the three burdens that the author, Professor Z.T. Fomum carried permanently in his heart, alongside those of prayer and soul-winning. This challenge is the essence of The Work is The Worker–a desperate attempt to produce the kind of worker who will do the work to the satisfaction of God’s heart.

      We invite you to come along with us in the Zach Fomum Missionary Academy—The School of Knowing and Serving God (SKSG) sessions between 1993 and 2009.
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            FIRST MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

          

          Yaounde, 23 April 1993

        

      

    

    
      Opening Prayer by brother Zach:

      
        
        
        Our Lord and our Saviour Jesus Christ, You are a missionary God. You are a missionary God. You are a missionary God. Lord, You have a missionary planet. You have a missionary planet. Earth is Your missionary planet—the object of Your missionary work. Father, we have come to gather at Your feet, to be taught by You, to be led by You.

        Father of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, You are a missionary God. You are a missionary God. You are a missionary God. Lord, You have a missionary planet. You have a missionary planet. The Earth is Your missionary planet—the object of Your missionary work. Father, we have come to gather at Your feet, to be taught by You, to be led by You, to be sent off by You, so that we may contribute what we must contribute to Your missionary enterprise in our generation. Father, we plead in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that You would rend the heavens.

        Lord, rend the heavens.

        Lord, rend the heavens and come in great might, and come in great might, and come in great power, and come in Your limitless power, so that Your wonderful purposes for this weekend should be accomplished; Father, all of them, all of them and all of them to full measure.

        Father, we plead that our hearts would be welded to Yours, and welded to the burden on Your heart, and welded to the lost on Your missionary planet, and welded to those who need to be built on Your missionary planet, so that when we go, it will be a people, one with God, in the things that are closest to the heart of God. Father, we put aside our weaknesses and we take upon ourselves Your strength. Father, we put aside our powerlessness, and we clothe ourselves with the power from on high, believing Him who called us, for He is in our midst, and to Him we give honour, glory, power, majesty, amen!!!!!!!

      

      

      

      If we ask you: Why are you here this weekend or what will be accomplished, what will be your response?

      Our goal is to bring the people of God back to the missionary purposes of God. We hope to send you back as missionaries to your families, as missionaries to your quarters, as missionaries to your cities, as missionaries to your subdivisions, as missionaries to your divisions and as missionaries to your nations. That’s our first goal.

      Our second goal is to produce a restless people—restless for the eternal purposes of God; restless because of the burdens on God’s heart, restless people who see the world as God sees it, and who must see God’s purposes imposed upon the world.

      We hope to produce people who will be daily under the constraint of the burden of missions, people who will dream about missions in the night, and work on missions in the day.

      The third thing is that, we will accomplish the goal, the Lord enabling us, which is to set aside two Cameroonian couples—one missionary couple for the work in Africa and one missionary couple for the work in Europe for a start. And by God’s grace, someday, we shall see Cameroonians as missionaries all over planet earth. That is our goal for this weekend.

      I will ask six people to plead, in a sentence or two, that God would enable us to accomplish that purpose.

      Something that is difficult to understand, but which is just a secret hidden in the heart of God, is that God should choose to unite man to His purposes. There is no question about the fact that God could work without man. There is nothing that God cannot do without man. But in His wondrous love for man, the Eternal Father has decided to co-opt man as a co-worker, and to limit Himself to the extent to which His co-worker co-operates with Him.

      Listen, you are God’s co-worker. Lift up your right hand and say, “I am God’s co-worker.”

      Keep your hand up, say: “God needs me to accomplish His work.”

      Keep your hand up, say: “There are some purposes of God that will not be accomplished unless I co-operate. If God knows limits, they will be the limits I impose on Him. I will not limit God. O my Father, help me not to limit You! Help me Lord to co-operate so that You may have Your full course and so that all Your purposes for all planet earth may all be accomplished. I am ready Lord, I am available. Have me Lord. Amen!!!

      
        
        … Let us make man in our image… (Genesis 1:26).

      

      

      Let us make man in our image. Let’s make our co-worker in our image and in our likeness. In our image and in our likeness: in our image, so that he will produce that which is like us, and in our likeness so that what man produces will be like what God produces. Do you see what was in the heart of God? It was very lofty thinking, very, very lofty! Very, very high! “Let us make man in our image.” Let us make man in the image of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Let us make man in the likeness of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

      As I began to think about this, I began to tremble about the greatness of the thoughts of God, about what God has in store for His children. “Let us make man in our image and in our likeness.” God was looking for a co-worker who would be like Him. God was looking for a co-worker who would represent Him so that where he is, God would be. God was looking for a co-worker in such a way that where that co-worker is, God would be there. God was looking for a co-worker so that what God wants done would be done. God was looking for a co-worker who would manifest the glory of God and represent God!

      God was looking for an ambassador of God,

      Invested with the authority of God,

      Invested with the power of God,

      With the likeness of God,

      With the beauty of God,

      With the holiness of God.

      That’s what God had in mind. He was not looking for an inferior being.

      In Psalm 82:1 it is written,

      
        
        God presides in the great assembly; he gives judgment among the “gods”:

      

      

      God stands in the assembly [of the representatives] of God; in the midst of the magistrates or judges He gives judgement [as] among the gods.

      God is in the great assembly. He presides in the great assembly of gods: God and gods. And who are these gods? These gods are His children. That is what the word of God says in verse 6 of Psalm 82,

      I said you are gods [since you judge on My behalf, as My representatives]; indeed, all of you are children of the Most High.

      
        
        I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of the Most High (Psalm 82:6).

      

      

      I said you are gods! I said you are gods! You are children of the Most High. So, God presides in the assembly of the gods. So, it was God among gods. The Bible says, “You are gods, you are sons of the Most High. So, that is the purpose that God had in the beginning—that man would be His ambassador, to fully represent Him, to give what He would give, to bring to the world what He would bring. God has not repented about this. You are gods, all of you!!! All of you are sons of the Most High. Every son of the Most High is a god. We did not create the word. We only have the privilege of reading it. The Bible says, “I said you are gods. You are all sons of the Most High.” The sons of the Most High are gods. So, God sits in the assembly of gods.

      “Let us make man in our image and in our likeness.”

      Why? Why?

      Because God does not just do things for the sake of doing them. God had a purpose in mind. He had a mission. The word of God shows us that when God spoke, He clearly settled the purpose; that is what His ambassador was to do, what these gods were to do.

      “Let them rule over the fish of the sea.” He created the gods—this man-god—for dominion. God said, “I want order, I want My order over all My creation. I want My authority imposed. I want My holiness to be manifest. I want order, I want order, I want order, I want order. So, man-god was created for dominion. “Let us create him for dominion, for dominion. Let them rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth; over all the created things that move on the ground.” God works with a goal in view. He said, “Let us create man.” Let us create man for this purpose; let us create man for this goal; let us create man for this goal. We have a goal-directed God. God does not do things haphazardly. He said, “Let us create man for this distinctive purpose of having dominion over all of creation.” That was the purpose, that was the goal. He spoke and executed it. God spoke and God translated His word into action.

      
        
        So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them (Genesis 1:27).

      

      

      
        
        And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; (using all its vast resources in the service of God and man); and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth” (Genesis 1:28, RSV).

      

      

      And God blessed them! Hallelujah! God blessed them! He created and then He blessed! He created! He blessed!

      What was involved in the blessing? It was the total release of God, so that there may be no limits. If I deserve a million, and you give me ten billion, I am blessed; it is receiving beyond all that which is logical; it is receiving beyond what is deserved! God blessed so that the flow would be limitless, so that there would be no way of controlling the flow. He created! He blessed! He created, and He blessed! He created! He blessed! It was in the original purpose of God. God intended to have a blessed people. His purpose was to have a people blessed. His purpose was to have a people whose labour is blessed, whose thoughts are blessed, whose words are blessed and whose actions are blessed. He created, and He blessed! He created, and He blessed! Has it ever dawned upon you that you are the blessed one of God? The sons of God are a blessed people, blessed! He created, and He blessed! He created, and He blessed! I want you to lift up your hands and say:

      “I am blessed. I am blessed. I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! I am blessed by God! Thank You God for blessing me! Thank You God for blessing me! Thank You God for blessing me! Thank You God for blessing me! Thank You God for blessing me! I am blessed! I am blessed! I am blessed! I am blessed!”

      You are not a nonentity! You were specially created, and you are specially blessed.

      Say:

      
        
        
        I am specially blessed. I was specially created, and I was specially blessed.

      

      

      

      What were you blessed for?

      To accomplish the goal that God had given. You are blessed for the accomplishment of God’s goal. God blessed and then God gave them what they must do.

      
        
        God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground" (Genesis 1:28).

      

      

      Say,

      
        
        
        “I am blessed to accomplish God’s purpose for my life. I was blessed, I am blessed, and I will be blessed to accomplish the call of God on my life. I will be blessed to accomplish the call of God on my life.”

      

      

      

      God created, then God gave a mission, and then God blessed to ensure that the mission would be accomplished. We want to say and say without reservations that this pattern is God’s pattern for every individual and group of His people whether in a local expression, national context or global context, that, God creates, God gives what must be done and God blesses.

      God blesses to ensure that what must be done is done and that it is done in His own way.

      God blesses to ensure that what must be done is done and that it is done in His own way. There need not be the fear of failure. There need not be the fear of failure. There need not be the fear of failure. There need not be the fear of failure. There need not be the fear of failure, because in His blessing, He guaranteed the success of the project. In His blessing, He guaranteed success. In His blessing, He guaranteed success. In His blessing, He guaranteed success. Success is guaranteed. God’s missionary enterprise will now succeed because, from the very beginning God called, God gave us the vision and God blessed, and God blessed, and God blessed.

      Success is guaranteed by God’s blessing. Success is guaranteed by God’s blessing.

      Listen, you are not a failure. The success of your life is guaranteed by God’s limitless blessing on you and we want to say it includes God’s limitless blessings on you now, in the past and in the future. The God who blessed in the past and in the present is the God who has guaranteed to bless in the future. Brother, even if your mission field is Siberia or the Fiji Islands, success is guaranteed. Success is guaranteed. Success is guaranteed. Why? Because the one who calls and gives the responsibility blesses. That is the guarantee of success. Lift up your hand and say, “I cannot fail; I cannot fail.” God first blesses before He gives work, so that you don’t think that God blesses you because He is using you. I want that to dawn on you. God did not bless so as to use. He blesses because He blesses. We want to communicate the fact that you are very special to Him. Even if you did not serve Him, He would still love you. It is not the love for a servant. He did not love you because you are His servant. He loves you because you are you. He loves you. You see, when you fall in love, it becomes very difficult. Who has ever fallen in love? I pray that the Holy Spirit will communicate this to your heart. He first blessed before He gave them the work, so that it may be understood that God is not looking for people to use. We are going to be very bold and very true: even if you do not serve Him He will still bless you and love you.

      Pray that the Holy Spirit would communicate this to you so that your service to Him in the future will be from the position of rest. Your service should be free from any act of bribing God, as if to say, “Let me do this so that God will love me. Let me do this so that He will love me.” Listen, you were loved and blessed even before He gave you something to do for Him. He loved you in all His fullness, and He blessed you in all His fullness before He ever invited you to do something for Him. God blessed them, God blessed. Do not say, “God, bless me because I do this for You.” Then you would have missed it. He created them and blessed them. We bring an end to those who have been trying to bribe God. He is beyond bribing. If you forget everything we said, remember this: before giving any task, God has already blessed you.

      Even though you did not serve Him, you are already blessed. If your goal is blessing, relax; you are already blessed. Forget it because you are already blessed. Relax and enjoy the blessings; the blessings are limitless. Somehow, it is very difficult for man to understand because the whole world is a world in which you cannot have anything for nothing. Oh! But we are dealing with God who is the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

      We don’t have to deserve anything. The fullness is given free of charge. You are blessed.

      We don’t have to deserve anything. The fullness is given free of charge. You are blessed.

      A WORD OF PROPHECY

      
        
        
        “My children,

        Cast your burdens on Me—your burdens of trying to win My love.

        Cast them now at My feet and be free.

        My children, cast your burden of trying to win My love,

        Your burden of trying to deserve My love;

        Cast them at My feet now and you shall be free.

        I love you, I love you, I love you.

        I loved you while you were sinners; I love you now as My children.

        There is no limit to My love, there is no limit to My love.

        There will never be a limit to My love.

        I love you in a limitless way.

        I love you in a limitless way.

        Rest in My love.

        Rest in My love.

        You can never deserve it, you can never merit it.

        I give it to you out of My free will.

        I love you!

        I love you!

        I love you!

        I loved you while you were still sinners.

        Rest in My love.”

      

      

      

      So, God created, blessed, but He also gave very clear instructions.

      Be fruitful,

      Multiply,

      Fill the earth,

      Subdue it,

      Rule over it (have dominion).

      This means that in God’s missionary enterprise, you have a unique task that only you can accomplish. And this is very specific. In God’s missionary enterprise, there is a unique contribution that must come from you.

      As a co-worker of God, you must bring in this contribution to God. God expects this of you. If you don’t bring it in, this aspect of the goal will be frustrated.

      You are a chosen original.

      You are an original blessed by God.

      You are an original to accomplish a specific task.

      That sets you and me apart as people who must accomplish something specific.

      I am a prisoner, captured by God to do my part and finish it. I cannot just live my life carelessly.

      You are set apart for a unique goal in God’s missionary enterprise.

      You have been honoured; you have been appointed to a specific office with a unique job description for you, so unique that no one else can take your place. To abandon your duty post (office) is to create total confusion.

      I am not free.

      I am a prisoner to His love and His appointment.

      I must lay hold of my post. I must lay hold of it in totality.

      I must give no room for failure. I have been honoured. I am known by God. I occupy a place in God’s plans.

      I am not replaceable. How great, how extravagant! If I fail, in a sense, God fails. I dare not fail. I dare not.

      His love for you, His blessings, the precision of the duty post, and all that He has given you compel you to succeed.

      
        
        Then God said, I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food (Genesis 1:29).

      

      

      When God sends, He provides such that whether you are in Siberia, Australia, anywhere, His resources are available. Because your missionary enterprise extends to the ends of the earth, God gives you resources anywhere on earth. Your provisions are guaranteed wherever you go on earth, and God guaranteed them at the beginning.

      We are in safe, very, very safe hands. This means that we shall not fail to accomplish our God-given work for lack of supplies. There is no way we can fail because our needs are not supplied. If we go to Jupiter, then there may be a problem but so long as we are on earth, supplies are available.

      If you are called to a massive task, there are unimaginable provisions guaranteed.

      If you are called to a difficult task, there are massive provisions guaranteed.

      Consequently, success is guaranteed.

      Consequently, we do not need to:

      
        	worry or have an excuse to be put aside.

        	run away from the missionary enterprise.

        	choose a place other than where He has posted us, for He has no favourite place.
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          Yaounde, 24 April 1993

        

      

    

    
      God’s first missionary enterprise failed.

      God put man in the garden to work it and care for it. He was to take care of it in a way pleasing to God’s heart.

      The tragedy is that the first missionary couple failed. What was their sin? The sad thing is that it is one of the sins believers commit.

      The first missionary couple failed because of the love of food. When did you eat out of God’s will?

      It was food.

      In different Bible versions, they don’t use the word gluttony, instead they use orgies. It is the dominion of food over man. Food eaten out of God’s will. God provided the needed resources for the success of the first missionary enterprise.

      The first sin was not murder.

      The first sin was not blasphemy.

      The sin that threw all of creation into ruin and overthrew the Kingdom of God on earth was gluttony—Illegal eating. The glutton is the person who eats out of God’s will. Gluttony is eating out of God’s will.

      The first missionary couple was driven out of the Garden where it had to accomplish its mission, and Cherubim armed with flaming swords were placed to guard the way into the garden. Gluttony is the worst of sins. It appears so innocent yet it plunged the whole of the human race into darkness.

      I see now that when the Holy Spirit had to send forth missionaries, revelation about His intention came to a fasting people; Acts 13:2, While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” The first missionaries, having failed because of food, the Holy Spirit made sure the final Missionary Enterprise began while the people were on a fast.

      It is not a matter of how frequently the sin is committed. It is because the devil succeeded to draw God’s people to fail where the first missionary couple failed, in order to guarantee the failure of God’s purposes in our generation. Because all gluttons have failed, the gluttons have also lost the vision.

      How have you dealt with your gluttony?

      What was your reaction after each act of gluttony?

      Few are those who repent of this sin.

      There are gluttons whose gluttony is manifested by big bodies. There are gluttons who eat and instead grow thinner and thinner.

      There are “taste gluttons.” Some gluttons worship quantities of food, others worship the way it is cooked and if it is not cooked that way, then it is not good food.

      To frustrate God’s plans, the enemy has exalted food to the level of a god and got worshippers of food!

      To God who provided all that was needed for man, what a challenge, what an insult!

      The first missionary enterprise failed.

      The first missionary couple failed.

      The god, “food,” was worshipped. That which man was to subdue, dominate, reign over, took control of him and ruined him. Do you see how bad the situation is?

      Three times a day you are called to proclaim: “Food you are not my god.”

      Three is God’s number. Three times each day you are called to affirm that food is not your god.

      The tragedy is the number of saints who bow their knees and worship food, then leave as though nothing happened, as though they did not commit a sin.

      I want us to pass a sentence on the god, “food,” this day.

      I want us this day to expose the sin of gluttony and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy of the vision,

      and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy of prayer,

      and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy of fasting,

      and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy of hard work,

      and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy of long life,

      and get it to be seen for what it is: an enemy that robs us of our best.

      When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it (Genesis 3:6).

      … saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food ….

      It was not enough for her to commit this sin alone; she also gave Adam some of the food. Since then, the devil ensures that many more women get their husbands to commit this sin. It is done in the name of love and yet it separates a man from his God. Food is a terrible enemy.

      We have institutionalised this god. A great portion of the budget is invested into it.

      The daughters of Eve fill the table with meals as if to say:

      “Bow down and worship. We establish and bring back to life what happened in the garden so that God would not succeed.”

      She ate and gave some to her husband who also ate.

      Chinese people eat rice three times a day. Many different meals prepare a man to lose the vision. When a man has eaten and he kneels to pray, we know to whom he prays.

      The problem is that the people of God have never repented as a body from this betrayal.

      Let’s repent today for ourselves,

      let’s repent today for our families,

      let’s repent today for the churches we represent,

      let’s repent today for the quarters where we live,

      let’s repent today for the tribes we represent,

      let’s repent today for the nations we represent,

      let’s repent today for the continent we represent,

      let’s repent today for planet earth,

      for having worshipped this god, and for the light-heartedness with which this idolatry has been practised day by day for almost six millennia.

      I establish myself as a warrior against this god through my books, my pen, to do all that can be done to fight against this avowed enemy.

      Idolatry is displaced affection. The heart that was to concentrate totally on loving God now thinks of food as soon as it wakes up, goes to work while thinking about it, and sleeps too much having been sated with food.

      How can a man give his body to God and give his body to food? People should eat to serve God, but many have made eating a matter of life.

      The fact is that many believers eat much and pray very little. Very few believers enter into communion with God. Their praying is a routine, not prayer.

      To prove this, people pray in a shallow way; just one sentence, or they start eating and utter a few words with food already in their mouth, or they pray only when everybody is around. The heart has been deceived.

      To give oneself to food betrays the lack of vision. People are ready to reduce their giving to God but not their food money, which indicates that there is a problem; there is rivalry. The fact that the wife would not pray for her husband, but ensures that he has his three meals a day, the very fact that a man does not ask his wife if she has prayed for him, but rather asks: “Is my food ready?,” tells you that something is wrong. The body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. So how dare you put something in it which has not first been consecrated to God? How foolish we have become to dare to put something in the temple of the Holy Spirit which He has not approved!

      Who asks: “Lord this food has been offered me; should I eat it or not?”

      We proclaim the beginning of a new day where God will be worshipped, and food considered a servant.

      Food is a servant. The Holy Spirit is our King. For food to get into rivalry with the King talks of disaster. We must bring back the King. He must have the throne. And the servant must lose his place. The King will be obeyed, and the servant will be called to follow instructions.

      Confess that you will not fail as a missionary in your generation because of food, for the Lord has been crowned and food established as a servant to obey.

      A WORD FROM THE LORD

      
        
        
        My children,

        I take you seriously.

        Let me know that you take Me seriously too.

        My children, I take you seriously concerning this matter.

        Do you want My total freedom?

        I will free you forever.

        Do you want to be free?

        My children, I take you seriously.

        Do you want to be freed forever without exception in all circumstances until My return?

      

      

      

      The Lord expects an answer from you. Do you want His deliverance forever?

      The fool wants to go as close as possible to sin. The wise man stays a hundred kilometres away from sin.

      Henceforth, eat half of the quantity of food you ate in the past. A dangerous disease needs radical surgery.

      If you offer me (brother Zach) more than a piece of meat, you are my worst enemy. You have decided to destroy my ministry. If you give me more than a slice of fish, you have decided to bury my ministry. If you bring a piece of meat and a slice of fish, you are craftier than the devil. If you love me, and I ask for a second serving, say, “No.” About this, I will see those who love me—because Adam spoiled everything:

      Genesis 12

      Abram was the first missionary away from his culture. God made a second attempt because the first one failed. God will never fail, God has never failed. But it is frightful; you can lose your place. Adam lost his. God begins with co-workers who are malleable in His hands. He works with the obedient.

      God is not automatically maintained in the heart. But God’s purposes continue. So, one must be very careful with the things of God and watch over one’s place in God’s purposes.

      When the Holy Spirit establishes you as a watchman over the work of God, you must be careful about God’s work and your place in it. If God has established you as a watchman over the church of the living God, be careful about His purposes and your place in it because His purposes can be accomplished without your contribution and you would have lost your place.

      The people of Israel had to cross the Jordan while Moses went up the mountain to die there. O Lord! O Lord! Protect us.

      God had a people in the land, but Moses was not there. Joshua was appointed. If you do not realise that you are replaceable, if you joke with your place in the purposes of God, God will replace you. God’s purposes will be accomplished. A church in splendour, without spot, wrinkle and blemish will be presented to the Groom. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ will be spread worldwide, but your place could be lost. Adam lost his.

      Was it because of the absence of blessing? No.

      Was it because of the lack of a commission? No.

      Was it because of no provision? No.

      It was because food had taken the place of God and God could not tolerate such a thing.

      It may not be food for you; it may be money, sex, unfaithfulness, self, falsehood, independence … but your place could be taken by someone else.

      Moses went to the mountain to die alone while the people joyfully moved on towards the Promised Land. If the devil one day told you that you are indispensable, then he would have played you a dirty trick. May the Holy Spirit reveal to you that you are replaceable. God cannot be mocked. What a man sows, he will reap. If your servant can become the next leader, then you can be put aside yet God’s purposes will be accomplished. But our place in His purposes will be maintained only on condition that we obey Him; that we see and jealously keep that privileged position that is ours.

      We are in Genesis 12.

      God had to restart what He wanted to do.

      Adam did not only put himself aside, but he wasted God’s time. If you allow yourself to be put aside, you do harm to yourself and you also cause harm to God’s purposes. God’s plans were retarded for many years. It is a serious matter if God will have to wait for ten, thirty, forty years.

      If I had to listen to the folly of allowing God to put me aside, I would block God for long, for there are already 26.5 years of heavy investments in me. God has seriously invested in me for 26 years. If I fail, what a waste! What a tragic waste! There is no doubt that His program will be delayed. You cannot just say, “Who am I? I can fail and others will continue.” Look at God’s investments in you. If God had to restart, it would take time and resources.

      May you jealously keep your place in God’s heart with regards to the work of God. I know some brethren who, just by leaving Yaounde, went out of God’s purposes, able men who were already at the point of becoming leaders. There are equally those who have displaced themselves from God’s will.

      It was at great painful cost to God for God to return to Abraham who had caused Him much loss of time.

      Let us pray that we would jealously keep to God’s timing for fear that we frustrate Him.

      If God had to start the process of this practical work forty years later, it meant a lot to Him.

      Lay hold on the concept of time for God and see the precision in the planet’s rotation. It is God’s precision and time. There is no single second of lateness. The harm caused by a delay is serious—the plan of God perceived in the light of a delay! How time is important to God! Every lateness is tragic beyond telling.

      Lord, reveal to us that You approach time with precision. To delay You is to frustrate You.

      What is your spiritual age in years?

      What is your spiritual age in terms of spirituality, according to your depth, sacrifice and vision?

      What is your true age?

      Write the two side by side.

      Turn to the Holy Spirit, and ask Him: “What is my spiritual age?” How much time has been really invested for Him? How much time has been given to the world? The wastage is so great that we have to restart.

      How much of your service for God was service governed by self?

      How much of it was out of competition and rivalry?

      How much of the name of God was used to make a name for yourself?

      How would the Master consider such years?

      The years spent in rebellion are years wasted, wasted, for no rebel has status before God.

      Have you ever wept over wastage?

      Is there a sense of burden now to redeem time, to first of all double and then triple your investment of time?

      I say this not by my own authority, but by the authority of One higher than I.

      It is said that most of those who were converted after the age of thirty seem to commit great folly because they continue to have a divided heart for a longer time. Those who knew radicalism did so in obedience. People should say: “I will destroy all that is evil in my heart at any price. I will not waste one more second.”

      Having realised the folly of the world, seeing that the world has nothing to offer, the gospel ought to have been embraced totally. But it has not.

      Studies have also shown that most of those who were radical in their twenties and thirties, compromise later on. They begin to understand what they did not understand. The flame has gone out. The walk is a compromising walk.

      In the world, great crowds don’t imply that there is success. Are you living in the past when you spent time with God, but have not laid foundations for the future? You will fail.

      What have the past years done in you? Have you become a spiritual diplomat who does not know the sharp edges, who does not conserve the answers to what he knew before?

      Is there more praying now?

      Is there more sacrifice now?

      Is there more of desperate investment in the pursuit of God now?

      What have the years accomplished? Are you in your thirties, heading towards the ruin—the results from loss of vision or from a blurred vision? Where is the flame of your youth?

      Was there a continuous pursuit of the Lord? Was there a total jeopardising of a life? Is it still there or does God have to start all over again? Can God continue what He is doing in you or should He start anew?

      Make sure you do not let God restart.

      Make sure you don’t force Him to look for another person to replace you.

      The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).

      God said to Abraham, “Leave.”

      A missionary life requires an absolutely flexible man (malleable) who can live in any condition.

      If you go for the Lord and you are not malleable, you are disqualified. We go as soldiers. The soldier only bothers about one thing—to win the world for Christ.

      If he needs to eat from the dustbin to win the world, he will do it. We must tear away from our lives those tendencies that make us foolish.

      I commit myself to eat everything people eat anywhere. I must live as a missionary.

      Abraham was told, “Leave your country.” It was not only a physical departure. It was a spiritual departure. He was told, “Leave the habits, tendencies, follies of your people, your nation, and your father’s house.” All personal inclinations must be buried. That is why a man must not only go, he must leave.

      A missionary must eat what the French eat if he is among the French.

      A missionary must eat what the English eat if he goes to win the English.

      A missionary must eat what the Russians eat if he goes to the Russians.

      Hudson Taylor accepted to be dressed as a Chinese even though being English.

      He had outstanding success. It was bonding to the people. Until you leave, you cannot go.

      A missionary to Russia must go with the minimum number of clothes possible and must as soon as possible, buy new clothes there and change.

      If the world does such investments in people they send to other cultures in order to guarantee success, to do less for the Kingdom is to betray the Lord.

      In the heart, there must be a radical separation from personal habits, moods, tendencies and all the things that could cause failure in the mission field.

      There must be radical intolerance with all that could cause our mission to fail.

      Leave, leave, then go.

      We must not only abandon all that is bad, but also all that which, though being morally acceptable, could block success.

      If a missionary goes to a poor country and lives on a big salary, he has failed. The demands impose a lot of radical sacrifice. Ask yourself, “What message am I proclaiming by my house, my car, my clothes, the school to which my children go, the furniture in my house?” Because each one of these things preaches a message. Nothing is neutral.

      The carpet, fridge, chairs, all of these speak. The food served, and so on are a language; they proclaim a

      message. There is the voice of shoes, cars, your cutlery, everything. Everything speaks. What do these things proclaim? If you miss this, you are being dishonest. Clothes speak out very loudly.

      You must leave before you go.

      We are called to leave and called to go. Have you left the fact that you are an English-speaking person? Can you succeed in a zone that is not anglophone? Have you left the fact that you are a francophone person? Without an identification with the people you go to win for Christ, you cannot succeed. You are to identify with their weaknesses without adopting them. To constantly talk about the weaknesses of the people you are going to, is to fail.

      True hard labour demands that a person pours out himself totally in what he does. He gives himself totally to produce results. If he cannot do something for another, he doesn’t know hard work. He is just a greedy man.

      To proclaim condescendence to those you are going to serve is to fail. There are many things that the missionary dares not do. He is a prisoner of the gospel. Without this radical identification with the people from the bottom of his heart, there will be failure. To go there with the mentality of a superior creature who has come to inferiors, you will speak, and nothing will penetrate.

      There must be a radical departure.

      Each word of the scriptures was divinely inspired and there is deep truth in them.

      To go to Nigeria and take along the laziness of Cameroon is to court failure.

      We have not only come to talk about missionaries.

      We did not only come to produce missionaries.

      God told Abraham: “Leave and go to the country I will show you.” In God’s heart, there was a country to possess. It was God’s initiative. We have not been called to initiate.

      The initiative came from God.

      The initiative always comes from God. We have not been called to initiate.

      “I will show you.” God committed Himself to show Abram His will.

      God is committed to show us His will.

      Say: “God, You promised to guide me and You will guide me. God, You promised to guide me and You will guide me. I will know the cost because You will show me the way.”

      The God who is the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus has committed Himself to us, to show us the way. No one can seek God’s will and not find it if he truly wants to know it.

      Is it the presence of God that you are looking for? He says, “I will show you.”

      Is it the face of God that you are looking for? (Let this bring joy to the people of God.) He says, “I will show you.” He is faithful, He will show us. Direction is guaranteed. O people of God, the direction is guaranteed; the knowledge of the will of God is guaranteed. He will not let us go astray in the desert.

      We will not miss His way for He will show us. It is His personal initiative. Whether He sends you to the town of Yaounde, or to Ngaoundere, or to Japan, He says, “I will show you where you will go, when and with whom to go. I will show you when to go.”

      ABRAHAM’S BLESSING

      “I will make of you a great nation. You will leave your homeland, you will leave your people, and I will make of you a great nation.”

      He promises to make us greater than what we have left. What the Lord has to offer is far greater than what we have abandoned such that there is no comparison. Just by being a child of God, I have already attained an incomparable greatness, compared to what I could have in the world. The believer has a super diplomatic passport. It is written on it “Christian,” which means I have accommodation and nutrition guaranteed in all the nations of the world. The youngest child of God has it. It is the highest level of promotion. Not just in a nation, but in all nations. I will bless you. I will set you apart. You, as an individual are blessed. The Eternal Father says He will set you apart in order to bless you.

      There was judgement and the fullness of the Godhead was monitoring and recording. God calls people, sends them as missionaries and says, “I will bless you.”

      In the night, I will bless you,

      In the day, I will bless you.

      I will bless you while you walk,

      I will bless you while you drive.

      I will bless you while you are in a plane.

      I will bless you when you have money.

      I will bless you when you lack money.

      I will bless you when you are alone.

      I will bless you when you are with people.

      I will bless you when people understand you.

      I will bless you when people don’t understand you.

      I will bless you in your youth with maturity.

      I will bless you.

      These are commitments with far-reaching impact.

      This commitment is not to the ministry, but to the person, the individual that you are in the terms we saw earlier. It was not given to an Abraham who had obeyed. It was not given as a reward, but as a blessing.

      I will make your name great. God was saying, “Allow Me to make your name great.” He said, My Son will write your name in the heavens where billions of angels are going to read it and then you will know how great you are. Angels shall be marvelled, for their names are not written in heaven.

      Say: “My name is great, it is written in heaven, and myriads of angels are looking at that name and are marvelled. It is impossible to add to this greatness.”

      You will be a blessing. Blessing will flow from you. Without doing anything great, when the believer settles somewhere, the people around will be blessed.

      The evil the devil would have done in or against them will be limited.

      The presence of a believer greatly alters the invisible for the better.

      God’s anger that could fall on them is moderated.

      Our presence alters the continents in great measure.

      Our presence alters the future of planet earth.

      If God said Sodom could not receive the full punishment because Lot was there, it means that the presence of the believer changes things for the better for the unbeliever.

      I am a blessing; I am a blessing to those in my neighbourhood.

      I am a blessing for my city.

      I am a blessing for my village.

      I am a blessing for my nation.

      I am a blessing for my continent.

      I am a blessing.

      When Noah entered the ark, the people outside the ark received the full measure of God’s wrath.

      We are a barrier to God’s anger. The world enjoys good moments while the believers are here. We are partly here as salt to prevent decay, so that the world should not receive what it deserves. The nation with the greatest number of our kind is thus blessed.

      The missionary of the Lord Jesus brings blessing.

      Have you realised that you were placed in your place of work for its blessing?

      Have you ever risen to bless the site? The presence of a believer opens a door for God’s blessing. It is in God’s purpose to make of us instruments of His blessings. We are instruments of God’s blessings.

      Do you bless those who are there? What have you been to that place? What have your lips proclaimed? What have your lips created?

      You are God’s instrument to bless that place. You are to proclaim God’s blessing. You are to bring a message of hope from God to that place.

      You are to lift that place to heights.

      Take it as an assignment to bless the quarter in which you meet as a church. Start the day by a ministry of blessing.

      I will bless those who bless you. It is not our task to curse. God says: “Those who curse you, I will handle them.”

      The Lord Jesus even went further. He says: “If someone curses you, bless him.”

      God has not given to any believer the responsibility to revenge, even just with words.

      God has not given us the task to overthrow anyone. If you are to do something, it is to raise. Yours is to bless, to raise. Many people want to do that which God alone should do, while leaving undone that which they are to do.

      Have you ever held a blessing session for your wife?

      Have you ever held a blessing session for your husband?

      Have you ever held a blessing session for your children?

      The more a child is stubborn, the more he needs to be blessed.

      The more a wife is stubborn, the more she needs to be blessed.

      The more a husband is stubborn, the more he needs to be blessed.

      The more a friend is stubborn, the more he needs to be blessed.

      The more the one you love is stubborn, the more he needs to be blessed.

      The more the one who loves you is stubborn, the more he needs to be blessed.

      Have you ever had a blessing session for your leaders? If not, repent.

      We (leaders) need blessings.

      A failure is one who needs the greatest blessing; yet that is the one on whom we heap curses. What a tragedy! Because of Abraham, all the families of the earth will be blessed. It is God’s goal that each believer be a missionary, a believer on mission. Your missionary enterprise is a worldwide project.

      All the nations of the earth will be blessed through you. When you stay here and impose blessing on London, Paris, it is greatness.

      It is the imperialism of Justice.

      It is the imperialism of God.

      It is the imperialism of blessing.

      It is the imperialism of winning the greatest number of people to God.

      To be in Yaounde and lift a curse in Paris is greatness. You cannot say, “I do not have the money to go round the earth.”

      We have been blessed and have received an unlimited capacity to bless. Our call is to spread blessings to the whole universe. I am a missionary to all the families of planet earth. I can, with my mouth, lift the curse from them through prayer without having any contact with them.

      With Jesus, there is no limit whatever the place. For a brother in Moscow, London, Tanzania, I speak to God, and He acts. The whole world is within my reach.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      We must go as far as the curse is found. I can do it from Yaounde, Douala, Bafang, Bamenda, anywhere for me to be in the centre of God’s will. No one on planet earth can stop me or stop my missionary empire on planet earth. I need no visa, no passport. The whole world is involved in God’s missionary enterprise. No one is to settle on anything less than the whole world. The whole world is my parish.

      Do you see what a great man you are?

      Do you see God’s great purposes for you?

      Do you see the confidence God has in you? Let us exalt our God.

      THE LOSS OF YEARS

      What happened with David? After sinning with Bathsheba, instead of confessing his sin, he hid it and it cost him many years.

      When he made the census where many died, it cost him the loss of many years.

      When Nabal refused him food, he was about to kill him, but for the intervention of Abigail. It would have cost him years.

      For not having seen the tears of Paltiel, it cost David years.

      Do you know what is costing you years?

      Everything that is done out of the will of God costs you years, not just any years, but years of spiritual accomplishments.

      UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITIES

      In the Kingdom, there will be people of every tribe, every language, every people, and every nation. There will be people of all families. These are new horizons, new possibilities. That is why it is difficult to understand how believers can be satisfied with small numbers. Will you not say: “I don’t only want a church of 1,000 or 500,000 people? I want each family of this place to be represented? For the greatest glory of God, all families on earth should be represented; all families on earth should be blessed. It is in God’s primary goal that from the missionary enterprise, all the families on planet earth should be blessed in the Lord Jesus. It talks of the unlimited potential of the new creation. But if someone has not laid hold of it and has not sacrificed his life through fasting for it to be so, then what has been accepted is incomplete.

      Oh, the limitations that God’s co-workers impose on Him by their unbelief! When believers accept what should not be accepted, they miss the best of God, and they stay where they have settled themselves.

      Who draws the limits? Man, and not God.

      God says that “All the families of the earth will be blessed by him.” Are you committed to the all of God?

      Are you committed not to exclude even one person that God has included?

      Are you committed to include all those whom God has included?

      Are you committed, at the cost of your life, to the fullness of God and His all?

      Have you decided that you will not settle anywhere except at the all of God?

      Do you remember the two and a half tribes who settled on the wrong side of the Jordan? It was in God’s original plan that the twelve tribes should settle in the Promised Land. But two and a half tribes decided to settle on the wrong side. They had come so close but not to the fullness of God. They had an inheritance, a very good one, but it was not the best of God.

      Is it written in your separation from the common that at any price you prefer to perish instead of accepting the second choice? Those who accept the second choice finally miss God completely. The second best will soon leave you empty because you have been created for the first choice—the best of God. There are many offers with regard to the second choice in all the domains of life. Why struggle much? Take a rest or rest a bit and it will be the loss of the first choice. There are spiritual implications of these things on world conquest. Our aim is that two missionary couples should leave from here by the end of the year. Our heart cry is that missionary couples should be dedicated at the occasion of the second missionary conference. Shall we be up to the task?

      THE TWO CHOICES

      There is the first choice and the second choice of the following seven domains.

      
        	Fortune

        	Female

        	Fame

        	Food

        	Falsehood

        	Faithfulness

        	Freedom (personal freedom; independence).

      

      In each of these domains, there are two possibilities.

      In each of these domains, there is a choice you can make; either the best of God or the second choice. It is dynamic.

      What gluttony could mean to you now, is different from what it will mean to you in two weeks if you pass the test. If you pass the test, you will go to the next class.

      And you will have temptations different from those you had with regards to the opposite sex five years ago, which is in turn different from those that exist now. You will remain in the same test if you fail.

      In these seven domains, you will always face a test. For these seven domains of promotion, victory takes you to a greater level. If you don’t know the temptations you went through and the temptations you are facing now, and you know neither the class in which you were nor the one in which you are now, you are a confused Christian.

      God sent Abraham, and he went. Divine initiative must meet with the human response.

      Here is a word of caution: “Lot came along with him.” Who called Lot? When people are called and they take their family members along, it is dangerous.

      When people mix family issues or family affairs with the call of God, they create confusion. Gather all your courage and let go of Lot. The goal of God for Abraham was accomplished only after the departure of Lot. Lot was not called. He did not have to go. It was undue affection manifested by Abraham. He should have cut them off but he did not do it; later on he paid dearly for it.

      ABRAHAM RESPONDED

      The Lord appeared to Abraham and the Lord sent Abraham. When he went, the Lord was there to welcome him. Abraham responded by building an altar. What smooth communion! Then Abraham built an altar which this time was a response to God. He discovered that he was in the house of God. The first altar was built in response to God. The second altar was that of a worshipper. No one needs to wait for God to call him to worship. Every moment is a time of worship.

      The first missionary enterprise with Abraham was a success. The second missionary enterprise was almost aborted for, when there was famine, Abraham went to Egypt out of the will of God to look for food. Abraham decided to go and worship food. He also decided to make of his wife a prostitute because of food. After such communion with God, everything was abandoned and all these sins were committed because of food. By the grace of God, Abraham came back to Bethel to call on the name of the Lord.

      GOD, THE FATHER OF MISSIONS

      God, the Father of missions, succeeded. The Abrahamic people are there as a testimony, we being part of them. The Lord Jesus came from him; He died on the cross and thus accomplished the ultimate in missions.
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        But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare (2 Peter 3:10).

      

      

      Everything in the world will be burnt up. The saints are to hasten the day of the coming of the Lord. Infatuation with the world, the love of the world, the love of the things of the world, all stand in the way of the Lord. The saints were to live lives that hasten the day of the Lord. The Lord is coming to destroy. It is sad to be building something that will be burnt up later.

      Abraham, Isaac, Jacob lived in tents as they looked forward to the city whose founder and maker is God. Tents are not for the city.

      Anyone whose earthly project has taken more money than what he has sent to heaven is a triple fool, because the greater part has been invested in what will be burnt up. Everything will be burnt up.

      Jesus said:

      
        
        … Go and make disciples of all nations … (Matthew 28:19a).

      

      

      If He said it, He expects it to be done.

      A letter sent by a young communist to his family reads as follows:

      
        
        
        People say we are fanatics.

        We communists have a definite purpose in life; we have a cause to fight for.

        We subordinate our petty selves to a great movement of humanity.

        The communist bury their personal desires.

        The communist bury their personal ambitions.

        And they rally themselves together into a great movement, one movement.

        Pray that the Lord would communicate what it means to be committed from your heart.

        And even though our personal lives seem light, our egos are compensated by the thought that each one of us is contributing to a better world.

        There is one thing into which I pour my everything:

        It is my life.

        It is my business.

        It is my religion.

        It is my hobby.

        It is my wife (he is married to communism).

        It is my bread (he eats it).

        It is my meal (it appetising to him).

        I work at it in the day and dream of it at night. Its hold on me grows and does not decrease with time. Therefore, I cannot carry on a friendship, a love affair or even a conversation without asking how it will affect it. It both drives and orients my life.

      

      

      

      Lord, I shall be a fanatic for You. Lord, I shall be a fanatic.

      The call of God on my life comes first before

      
        	My wife,

        	Children,

        	Myself,

        	My life.

      

      Anything that can be sacrificed so that the call of God on my life succeeds, will be sacrificed. The only person that cannot be sacrificed is the Lord Jesus. If my zeal and commitment to the Lord cannot outclass that of a communist, woe is me!

      In the battle for commitments and goals, if the goal of a communist possesses him more than Jesus possesses me, I cannot win that communist for Jesus. If the man you want to win is committed to his goal more than you are to your own, woe unto you!

      My mandate to speak to somebody is that my commitment to Jesus Christ exceeds, outclasses his commitment to his goal.

      I am more committed to my Lord and the conquest of the world for Him than he is to his goal or commitment.

      If somebody were to follow you twenty-four hours a day, he will follow you to what?

      If you tell somebody, “Come, follow me,” as Jesus Christ told the disciples, and the person forsakes everything to come follow you, what will he be following you to do night and day? Will he be a winner or a loser? Will he be caught up with Kingdom affairs to the optimum or will he be bored? Will he remain there, going round in circles? Use that to evaluate whether you are a disciple, or whether you can make disciples.

      What will he become after some time?

      What will burn in his heart?

      What will his business be?

      Are you possessed? By what?

      He says, “Its grip upon me grows deeper and deeper.” What is the one thing you are committed or given to? Which one thing are you given to?

      Into which one thing are you investing your money?

      Into which one thing are you investing your time?

      Into which one thing are you investing your all?

      Into which one thing are you investing your intelligence?

      Into which one thing are you investing your wisdom?

      Into which one thing are you investing your emotions?

      Into which one thing are you investing your strength?

      Into which one thing are you investing all that you are, all that you will ever be, all that you have, and all that you will ever have?

      It was in the purpose of Jesus that a man’s

      
        	Thoughts,

        	Heart,

        	Wisdom,

        	Talents,

        	Looks,

        	Dressing,

        	Eating,

        	Smiles,

        	Cries,

        	Work,

      

      be given to the one task of making disciples of all nations. It was in the purpose of God that a man would build a house, buy a car only for this purpose, and that a man would possess nothing that is not indispensable to make disciples of all nations.

      It is in God’s purpose that a man would not go anywhere unless it was indispensable, that a man would not buy anything that was not indispensable for the making of disciples.

      Whatever a man needs to make disciples of all nations, he would have it.

      He would study, make friends in order to make disciples of all nations.

      Every visit is to be evaluated by its impact on the making of disciples of all nations.

      Every job is to be evaluated by its impact on the making of disciples of all nations.

      Every marriage is to be evaluated by its impact on the making of disciples of all nations.

      Jesus was saying, “Go and conquer planet earth for Me; fill it with people who are Mine. Go, take My Kingdom to every nation, city, individual, … so that all over the world, every person will belong to Me,

      so that all over the world every city will belong to Me,

      so that all over the world every tribe will belong to Me,

      so that all over the world every nation will belong to Me,

      so that all over the world every continent will belong to Me,

      so that all planet earth will be made up of people who belong to Me.”

      No person was excluded. The 5.8 billion people (the world’s population at this time), are my responsibility, whether they are in Cameroon, Russia, Denmark; whether they are ministers, presidents, house boys, pygmies. I must put in all, holding nothing back.

      The Lord Jesus says: “Prove that you are Mine by obeying Me totally as you should.”

      An African president wanted 5,000 people for his army and approximately 100,000 youths went, begging to be recruited. The King of Heaven says: I want an army of people to proclaim the gospel and transfer people from hell to heaven.

      A dying wish of our father was considered by my elder brother as absolutely binding. The command to go and make disciples of all nations was the dying wish of the Lord. It was the last words He said to the disciples before ascending to heaven.

      
        
        But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

      

      

      Make disciples in the Jerusalem of Yaounde, the Judea of Cameroon, the Samaria of Africa, and in the uttermost parts of the world.

      
        
        
        Lord, because those were Your last words that were dearest to Your heart, I make them binding on me from this day.

      

      

      

      Every local church that has seen clearly will invest in the conquest of its locality, the nations, continent, and the whole world.

      People should ask: “I have these 10 million francs. How many people are in my town? What proportion of it is for the 5.8 billion people on planet earth (in 1993)?

      Should the global figure of 5.8 billion, not influence the distribution of my money?

      Does the budget of your assembly and the way it is distributed take into account the fact that there are 5.8 billion people on planet earth?

      Everything that Zach Fomum receives, I receive it for the 5.8 billion people on planet earth.

      I am to be a blessing to all the families of planet earth. When I have my money, how can I escape facing the fact that my family is only one out of 1 billion?

      If I were a pastor, I would know that my assembly receives money for all of planet earth, and that the work of my town is only a certain percentage of planet earth.

      If this is not manifest in my investment in the national, continental and planetary needs of the gospel, then I am an unfaithful steward of God’s resources.

      It has been said that since the Lord Jesus first came, if He had gone from one Indian village to another, spending one day in each village, then in 1989 He would still have 2,000 Indian villages to go to.

      In Yaounde, there are at least 100 Bible teachers. Brother Joe Mbafor and the elders will give account of the 100.

      Whether in resources, in personnel, or in financial resources, each family head should ask:

      “What I am asking for my family, does it reflect the fact that there are 1 billion families on earth?”

      How many times have you prayed for your child? How many times have you prayed for your parents?

      How many other children are on planet Earth? You make as if your child is the only soul that should be saved.

      
        
        
        God, I take responsibility for anything or any soul that perishes because of something I held back.

      

      

      

      There will be people in hell. But if in hell, someone were to cry: “I am in hell because Zach Fomum did not sacrifice what he ought to have sacrificed,” then woe unto me.

      The immortal souls of men and the reality of the lake of fire condemn me if I should withhold anything from their salvation. The immortal souls of men and the reality of hell condemn me if I should withhold anything from them.

      What have the perishing souls of men cost you? Where is the wound in your life?

      What has it cost you? Where is the wound in your time?

      Can you say because of the gospel,

      Lord, I have invested many sleepless nights?

      Lord, mine is a sleepless life?

      Lord, I have invested all my energy?

      Lord, I have invested all my time, burnt out all my youth? Lord, I have invested all my strength?

      Lord, I have invested the best of myself?

      Lord, You know it is true that I have held back nothing?

      Can you say, “Lord, You know there is nothing I could give to stop people from going to hell that I have not given”?

      The worst crime ever committed is to have what would prevent even one person from going to the lake of fire and yet not give it. It is as if you were catching them and throwing them in the fire.

      If I do not invest my all into the gospel as I ought,

      If I do not pray as I ought,

      If I do not fast as I ought,

      If I do not go to the mission field whereas I could,

      If I do not pray for the other lands intelligently, building a barrier, to prevent them from going to hell, they will go to hell, but the Lord will ask their blood of me.

      If I pray weakly, whereas I could pray violently, they will perish. If I pray 2 nights, whereas, I could pray 7 nights, they will perish. I am only free of the blood of men when I can say to God, “Lord, You know:

      I have put in all the money I could,

      I have put in all the time I could.

      If I had to have a 40-day prayer crusade, and I have a 30-day prayer crusade, those for whom I could have prayed for the 10-day difference would die in their sins, and the Lord will demand their blood of me.

      If I was supposed to pray for 10 hours for the perishing souls of men, and I pray for 8 hours, some people will perish because of those 2 hours and the Lord will demand their blood of me.

      The souls of men demand the highest price that could be paid. True missionaries give everything, and finally they give their lives, for the souls of men.

      That is the challenge of missions.

      SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND MISSIONS

      In sending men to the mission field, we are to consider their spiritual gifts and spiritual ministries.

      Paul had an apostolic ministry. He could then function.

      Radical consecration to Christ is the laying of a man’s all at the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ to be used by Him for the salvation of men.

      There will be fasting missionaries.

      There will be giving missionaries (contributing to the missionary enterprise by massive gifts).

      There will be missionaries who are helpers—who will sustain the missionary work in practical aspects like driving.

      There will be missionaries who will go to the war front in new cities, nations, continents, to plant churches for the Lord.

      Those going to unconquered countries to plant churches have to be apostles: The apostolic gift will be got in their foreign lands.

      Those who stay in Yaounde should be as consecrated as the missionary going to Paris, for all are missionaries, some in the country and others at the war front. The decision about who goes to the mission field and who stays at home depends on the work needed at home and on the mission fields, and on the spiritual gifts of the various people.

      The responsibility of the church must be led by worshiping elders, must be led by fasting elders.

      When we are to send apostles, the question is not who wants to go? But it should be the person capable of doing it. Normally, the apostle has authority over all the churches he planted.

      Those who stay at home are to invest with fear and trembling, struggling to produce God’s masterpiece who will go.

      Each church becomes a training centre, preparing people who will go and plant churches.

      This morning we consecrated ourselves to the Lord Jesus.

      Lord, we are Yours; all we are and have is Yours.

      Lord, we are Yours; all we have and will ever have is yours. Keep us here, we will stay. Send us to the ends of the earth, we will go. From this moment fear comes to an end and is transferred to the Holy Spirit.

      We commit ourselves, God being our Helper,

      not to depart from the Scriptures,

      to holiness,

      to purity,

      to lay down our lives and all that we are to ensure that wherever the curse is found, the gospel of the Lord flows,

      to sacrifice all that we are to ensure that no one perishes who could be otherwise saved,

      to give all that we have in the books, tracts, teachings, cassettes, to train and send out books and undertake the acculturation of people coming from other nations,

      to ensure that we succeed so that on that day, we can say, “Lord, we have accomplished the task You gave us.”

      We lay hold of the provisions, of the weapons of fasting and prayer so that the work at the base and at the international level, the local church and the churches in the other countries will attain to the fullness of the Lord Jesus Christ.

      We commit ourselves:

      
        	To the pursuit and possession of the Lord,

        	To seek the Lord and to seek Him,

        	To find the Lord and find Him,

        	To know the Lord and know Him,

        	To find the Lord and find Him,

        	To make of the Lord our Father and our fullness,

        	To team up with others and co-work to ensure that He alone—the Lord Jesus, the King of the Cross receives all the Glory,

        	To ensure that those who come remain, that those who work on the spot for the Lord remain, so that the heart of God may be satisfied.

      

      We are the Ministers of God. God we are Your Ministers in the making of disciples to ensure that all over the world, there be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.

      Let all the glory be given to the Lord Jesus. The privilege is ours to serve the King and the Kingdom of the King.

      Honour, magnificence, power to the Lord of Glory now and when we shall lay our crowns at His feet, and for all eternity.

      God-willing and if He does tarry, the 2nd conference will take place on Wednesday, 10 May.

      All the glory and honour be to the Lord Jesus.
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        In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper. They travelled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the sun.”

        Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem. From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue rulers sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the people, please, speak” (Acts 13:1–15).

      

      

      In the church at Antioch, there were prophets and teachers. Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene. Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch and Saul. While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said: “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work for which I have called them.” So, after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

      Now this was the leadership. You could call it the college of bishops of the church in Antioch. Who were those in the Church at Antioch? In the Bible, the listing order is always according to spiritual authority—to spiritual height. In biblical terms, you cannot say Emmanuel and Zach; it collapses completely. Nowhere in the Bible did they say John and Peter. Never, never, never. It is always Peter and John. That is why we cannot write the names the way we like, the way we want. Barnabas, Simeon, Manaen, and Saul. That was the leadership. Barnabas was the number one man, Simeon number two, Manaen number three, Saul number four. Of course, the Deacons and the rest were not mentioned. In the Lord’s list of the twelve, who was first? Peter.

      Judas was always last. On all the lists, Judas was last. He hung to the tail board and finally collapsed. Then the Holy Spirit said: Of these veterans, send this one and that one (Barnabas and Saul). And you know that Saul was like someone brought up by Barnabas. You know Barnabas was the one who brought Saul out and made the apostles accept him. And when Saul had to go to Tarsus so that he would not be killed, it was Barnabas who went and looked for him and brought him to Antioch.

      So, the Holy Spirit said: I take number one and number five and I send them to other places. If the Holy Spirit had come and chosen some deacons, there would have been a catastrophe on the mission field because they would not have been up to the task. Permit me to say this, unless we are going to send some of our cream, some of our top people, people who have city experience, people who have planted churches in the city, who have led in a distinguished way in the city, we would be saying we are not interested in missions.

      I know that about seven years ago, the elders had set Emmanuel and I aside for work in other places. It was correct. They were saying: we send to the other towns, the other nations, some of the very best that we have. No church must backslide from that position. Why? Some years ago, when I was preaching across the denominations, I asked a missionary from some country, because he didn’t have abundance of fruit and it was abnormal. I said: “Did you plant a church at home before you came here?” He said, “No.” I said, “Did you lead one person to the Lord in your country and build him up before you came here?” He said, “No.” I asked him “What sent you to the mission field? Can you do in Cameroon what you did not do at home?” I said, “Here, there are demons, there are demonised people, there are sorcerers, there is witchcraft, and there are territorial spirits to be overthrown.” I said, “Brother you will fail, and the fault is not yours.” On judgement day, the person who sent you will answer.” Two years after that, the man was back to his country, he went back to work where he was working before. He left absolutely no fruit in the land. Probably not even one person.

      Of what stuff are the men who can succeed with God’s work in other lands made? First of all, it is the capacity to bulldoze. When a bulldozer goes to a wild forest, trees are assaulted mercilessly and fall. If you send somebody to weed grass in a mighty forest, first of all, there is no grass to weed there. Or if you send someone with a “mukwata” (a lance), where there are mahogany trees, iroko trees and the rest, the problem is not the man who was sent, the person who sent him is a sick man, he (the sender) will answer for him on judgement day. In those days when there was “adventurism,” we sent a brother as missionary to Bafia (a town in Cameroon), not knowing that Bafia is a very special area where the power of Satan is very strong. You don’t need a four-wheel drive there, you need a six-wheel drive. Our brother sincerely went there, started the assembly, and appointed the treasurer. They started giving money and then the treasurer stole the money. By God’s grace, we were wise, so we brought him back quickly. It was not his fault. The thing is that such a job required “a man and a half” who when he sees a man, will be able to know the spirit in him. That is the material of which church founders are made. That is why C.T. Studd could succeed in Africa. He had been to China and he left nothing significant in China because he was a recruit. Then he went to India. You don’t hear much about his India work. Finally, he came to Africa when he was 53 after he had been many years in the Lord, and “trees” began to fall, and “trees” were falling, and “trees” were falling. The inner life and the outer life had blossomed, had matured.

      With such a pioneer on the field, there may be a need for people to weed, to plant, and to harvest. They will be sent to him, and these people will be protected.

      In current missionary enterprise, I was talking to a missionary board in Georgia, I was speaking to the missionary candidates that were about to be sent. They were converted, zealous, but beyond that, there was nothing. Listen, when you are in a foreign land, what you believe in will be tested a thousand and one times, and what you are will be proven a million and one times. Because there, you cannot hold a prayer meeting to repeat the prayers of others. You will have to pray, and you will have to be heard. You will have to pray, and you will have to be heard. Because if God does not hear, you are finished! Of course, it will depend on what the people are sent to do.

      A missionary can go to sell books, or to distribute books, or to publicise books; that is alright. But if the goal is to go and plant churches, you must be an apostle. I am speaking to you as I am speaking to myself. There is a difference between a church planted by an apostle and a church planted by others. Why? It is like the difference between football played by Milla1 or one of those star names, and football played by Zach Fomum. One person is just at his post, while the other person is labouring to do the work. And when you look at it 20 years afterwards, you will see the difference.

      It is not that God will not bless, but you cannot run away from the fact that the apostle has something for church planting that is uniquely his for that purpose. It is like an evangelist bringing people to the Lord and somebody struggling to do the work of an evangelist. An evangelist spontaneously brings people to take a decision and the fruits abide. It is like the Bible in the hands of a bible teacher and the bible in the hands of a person who is struggling to study the Bible in order to teach it, or the Bible in the hands of someone, very consecrated, who loves the Lord but doesn’t have the gift of a teacher.

      The one who has the gift of a teacher takes a passage and sees twenty things in it and all of them are organised systematically, because that is how the gift of the teacher flows. The latter doesn’t just have the gift and therefore doesn’t see them. It is not about consecration. It is just that one is a teacher; he has the anointing of a teacher; he has the spiritual gift of a teacher; whereas the other has another gift. Look at the way this weekend has been organised. Right from the beginning, the striking thing is this, from the time I gave the job to Paul Foka and his team, Paul came to see me maybe four or five times. You see, it is about the most organised meeting I have ever been to.

      Most Christian things are very poorly done. But here, there is a holding together and a sense of perfection. That tells me we are confronting a gift of administration, or better, gifts of administration. It tells me that people with the gift of administration handled it, and things were organised and done in a very short time. This hall was got two days before. All the scrubbing, all the scraping and all that we see …. That is the difference between two people who are both consecrated, who both love the Lord, but one has the gift of something and the other doesn’t have the gift of that same thing. The difference will ultimately be like night and day.

      What are we saying? We are saying that in the sending of men, one has to consider spiritual gifts and spiritual ministry in the light of what the person will be expected to do. So that you don’t send a helper to go and head the work and then blame him for not succeeding. The Holy Spirit sent Barnabas and Saul. Saul was obviously the bulldozer, even though Barnabas was the team leader. Even though Barnabas moved out of the story, Paul filled the then whole world, with the gospel.

      Was he successful? Yes. It was not just his consecration, though his consecration was great. It was not just his hard work, though his hard work was great. It was because Paul had the apostolic ministry. It meant a number of things. It meant that he could function well as an evangelist, he could function well as a teacher, he could function for some time as a pastor, he could prophesy—the whole range of the five-fold ministry gifts. He could function in all of them up to a fair level in each of them. Therefore, in a new place where an evangelist was needed, he was the evangelist. After the church was established, after they had converts, he became the pastor and built it up. So, his success was partly because of the apostolic gift. It was not the laying on of hands that made him an apostle. It was not the laying on of hands. It was not calling him an apostle that made him an apostle. If someone is an apostle, even if you call him nothing, he will produce an apostolic ministry. If someone is not an apostle and you call him “His Most Holiness Apostle,” there will be no apostolic ministry coming forth. So, it is not the name or the fact of laying on of hands or setting of him aside. It is who he is. It is the gift that he has received from God. It is the ministry that he has received from God. And the work lasts. And it grows.

      Therefore, what do we conclude?

      Radical consecration to Christ is a must for all believers. The forsaking of all is a must for all disciples. The placement of a man’s all and the placement of all that a man has, at the feet of the Lord to be used for the saving of men is part of discipleship. There will be fasting missionaries. There will be missionaries who fast. They will help God’s missionary enterprise by massive fasting. There will be giving missionaries. They will contribute to God’s missionary enterprise by massive giving. There will be helping missionaries, who help God’s missionary enterprise in practical ways, in driving, in building and in practical issues, in typing and the rest. There will be going missionaries, going to new areas, to new towns, to other countries, to other continents to plant churches for the Lord in order to win people. Those who go to other lands to plant churches must be apostles. Their apostolic gift has to be discernible in their own countries to ensure that they do not go and face frustration on the mission field, not because they do not love the Lord, but because they are being called to do a work for which all of their being is not trained for.

      The believer who stays in Yaounde and is God’s missionary in Yaounde must be as consecrated as the disciple who goes to Paris to be God’s missionary in Paris. The disciple who stays in Yaounde must sacrifice to the same extent as the disciple who goes to Paris because they are all missionaries; some in the home land and others at the front. The questions about who goes and who stays depend on the job needed here and there. What is the responsibility of the church then? First of all, they must be led by a worshipping eldership. It must also be led by a fasting eldership so that while they are fasting and praying, the Lord may speak to them. When it comes to apostles being sent out, we are not to ask: “Who is willing to go?” It is not a voluntary service. The person must just be a person who can go. He must have the spiritual qualification. The Holy Spirit who will be needed at the front there is the Holy Spirit who will be needed here. The Holy Spirit will speak to him on the mission field and also speak to the leader at home.

      On the other hand, it is normally understood that an apostle has authority over the churches he planted to take people from there along with him. He does not come and ask the churches: “Please do you want to give me this person?” He says, “I am taking this one with me,” and that is it. That is how Silas was taken. When Barnabas went, Paul chose Silas to become his companion. Paul chose Timothy to become his companion. There are also missionaries who stay on the spot. Why are they on the spot? Because God wants them to be on the spot. There are some people about whom God says, “You can’t leave at all, at all.” There is no day James left Jerusalem. Peter and John could go out of Jerusalem and come back, and go and come back, but James was there permanently.

      Even though James was permanently in Jerusalem, his consecration was of the same quality with that of Peter and the others. His bonding to Christ was the same, his inward suffering for Christ was the same. The only reason why he was there was that, that was his appointment by the Holy Spirit. So, it is not saying that those who don’t go are the best.

      Everybody has to be the best for Jesus, everybody has to be the best for Jesus. When a man consecrates his all and embraces the totality of the life of Christ and faces it with singleness of heart, it is God’s best. Whether he stays or goes, he will then stay according to divine appointment or go according to divine appointment, and wherever he is, he will be fully satisfied in the Lord knowing that he is in the centre of God’s will and do what he is doing for God knowing that what he does for God will contribute to God’s missionary enterprise on the spot, to God’s missionary enterprise in his neighbourhood and to God’s missionary enterprise worldwide. So, what I am teaching in the church in Yaounde, I must teach with Tanzania in view, with Moscow in view, with Liberia in view, knowing that someday some of what I am teaching will be preached in those places. I must do it with fear and trembling. And I will invest my all. I will give them my all and produce in them God’s best.

      If I go to Meiganga,2 if I am building a church there, if I am planting a church there or teaching a church there, I will labour to produce God’s masterpiece from which people will go, some to Ngaoundere,3 some to Moscow, some to Australia, to wherever God will call them. In that sense every local church becomes a training centre. It becomes a preparing centre for producing people who will go out with the one task of capturing Planet Earth for the Lord and for people who have put themselves into one movement. Their resources will be put together—their resources of men, their resources of money, their resources of all other things so as to facilitate the moving into new areas and the possessing of them for the Lord Jesus Christ.

      This morning, we consecrate ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, this morning, we consecrate ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, and this morning we place ourselves at the disposal of the Holy Spirit, He who is the director of God’s missionary enterprise, He who appoints men and sends them out and determines the sphere and the duration of their service. We consecrate ourselves to Him. We place ourselves at his disposal. And we say, ‘Spirit of God, we are here, we are Yours, we are Yours. All that we are is Yours and all that we have is Yours. All that we will ever have is Yours and all that we will ever be will be Yours, we are Yours. Keep us here as missionaries and we shall function as efficient missionaries here. Send us to the uttermost parts of the earth and we will go, and we will satisfy Your heart there. But we are ready, speak and You will be obeyed.’

      Is that how you feel in your heart? Is that the confession of your heart, that all that you are, all that you will ever be, will forever belong to the Holy Spirit for Him to do with you as He likes, when and how? That all that you have, except nothing, and all that you will ever have, except nothing, from this moment, your ownership of it ends and that you transfer all to the Holy Spirit? That from this moment, you tell the Holy Spirit, “All that I have is given by You; it is owned by You and immediately You command, it will go the way You want?

      Is there any command for now so that I may start to execute it?”

      If it is to this that you commit yourself, then stand up and let us lift up our hands in total consecration to God both now and forever; in total consecration to the one task of ensuring that everyone on planet earth hears the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and will be built up into disciples for the Lord Jesus Christ, that whether we stay or go is not ours to decide. If we stay it is because He has commanded us to stay; if we go, it is because He has commanded us to go.

      We have now lost total ownership of ourselves. We have lost our ownership of ourselves. We have lost the ownership of all that we will ever be. We have lost the ownership of all that we possess and we have lost the ownership of all that we will ever possess. We have been arrested by Him, conquered by Him, imprisoned by Him, handcuffed by Him, to be sent wherever He wants, whenever he wants and in the way that he wants, to do what He wants, and that we will never say, “No.” That we will co-operate to satisfy His heart and we will ensure that there be not one lost person in hell who will complain that he is there because we did not do all we could do. And as we lift up our hands and consecrate ourselves, we bring to a start this era of missionaries going from this nation into God’s Planet Earth. Believing that from now on, people would begin to be sent out and we should come every year to renew our commitment to this, to give a report of those who have gone, what they are doing, and to send forth others until every nation on planet earth has one Cameroonian couple at least, or one Cameroonian at least, involved to ensure that the cause that sent Jesus Christ to the cross and the cause for which He is praying and fasting from the throne would be accomplished. You can now put down your hand and talk to the Lord about yourself and about this work from which we will never, never, withdraw. This work which, if it costs us our lives, our lives shall go. If it costs us all that we possess, all that we possess shall go.

      Talk to the Lord. You may sit down. Talk to the Lord. We bring into existence a CMFI with the taking of the gospel all over planet earth and producing disciples for the Lord Jesus as its purpose.

      We commit ourselves, the Lord being our helper, not to depart from the scriptures in anything, be it in this land or in the extremities of planet earth.

      We commit ourselves to holiness.

      We commit ourselves to purity.

      We commit ourselves to the laying down of our lives and to the laying down of all that we have, to holding nothing back, to ensuring that as far as the curse is found, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ will flow forth as God’s answer.

      We commit ourselves to sacrifice all that we are, all that we will ever be, all that we have, all that we will ever have, to ensure that no one who could be redeemed perishes.

      We consecrate ourselves to this: to give all that we have, and if need be, be absolutely poor in the eyes of the world as we invest in men.

      As we invest in books, as we invest in tracts, as we invest in courses, as we invest in cassettes, as we invest in the training and sending forth of men, as we invest in accepting men from other lands, to train and to send forth,

      we commit ourselves to ensuring that the work succeeds so that on that day, we can say to the Lord, “We’ve finished the work You gave us to do.” We commit ourselves to put on the mighty weapons of fasting and prayer to ensure that the local work and the international work advance, to ensure that the local church and the churches in the other lands are brought to the splendour of the Lord Jesus in truth, in holiness, in love, in the pursuit and in the possession of God.

      We commit ourselves to seek the Lord, and to seek Him, to find Him and find Him. To know Him and to know Him, to love Him and to love Him and to make Him our Joy and our fullness.

      We commit ourselves to team up with other co-workers whoever they may be, wherever they may be as God brings them our way, because the harvest is the Lord’s harvest, to ensure that one Lord receives the glory— the Lord of glory, the King of the cross.

      We commit ourselves to ensure that those who must stay, stay; that those who must stay on the spot stay on the spot; that those who must work on the spot work on the spot; that those who must work on the spot for other lands stay on the spot and work for those lands and that those who must move to other lands move, so that the heart of God is satisfied.

      We are God’s missionaries. God, we are Your missionaries. We are on God’s mission:

      
        	to ensure that all over the world, disciples are brought unto the Lord Jesus Christ,

        	to ensure that all over the world, the gospel of the Kingdom is preached,

        	to ensure that all over the world, we build a barrier to stop men and women from going to hell.

      

      We commit ourselves to ensure that all the glory goes to Jesus and to Jesus alone, and that ours is the privilege of serving the King and the Kingdom of the King.

      To the Lord of glory be honour, majesty, power, might, now and throughout all eternity. Before Him we shall lay down our crowns—crowns won in the task of possessing planet earth for Jesus. We shall lay them at His feet in exchange for the joy of living in His presence forever.
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            SCHOOL OF KNOWING AND SERVING GOD

          

          Yaounde, 24 March 1993

        

      

    

    
      In the School of Knowing and Serving God, our goal must be to train faithful co-workers for ZTF to help him bring the one billion people to Christ. Any other thing would be a school of theology—an abomination. The only obstacle to it is the self wanting to raise its head where it has not been called. The school cannot go further than the church—the brethren in the city.

      Pray that God would reveal to brother Paul F (the principal of the School of Knowing and Serving God) and all those who will be committed to this school that the school is just a method to train Timothys for brother Zach.

      Pray that all the teachers of the School of Knowing and Serving God would know that their vision is to communicate what brother Zach’s ways are to churches.

      
        
        For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church (1 Corinthians 4:17).

      

      

      
        
        All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you (Philippians 3:15).

      

      

      
        
        Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! (Philippians 4:1).

      

      

      
        
        I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be (Galatians 5:10).

      

      

      
        
        What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became like you. You have done me no wrong. As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you. Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you [from us], so that you may be zealous for them. It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is good, and to be so always and not just when I am with you. My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you! Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman (Galatians 4:1–22).

      

      

      
        
        His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a promise. These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written: Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, you who have no labour pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband. Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time, the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman's son.” Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman (Galatians 4:23–31).

      

      

      Pray for open doors in India.

      Lord, help us to practically teach the brethren in the School of Knowing and Serving God the following lessons:

      
        	Prayer.

        	Fasting.

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters With God.

        	Retreats for Spiritual Progress.

        	Sacrificial Giving.

        	Working in a team.

        	Loyalty.
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            SCHOOL OF KNOWING AND SERVING GOD

          

          Yaounde, 21 November 1993

        

      

    

    
      A missionary sending God, a missionary sending God, a missionary sending God. God had missionary sending purposes in the past and God has missionary sending purposes in our day.

      The first thing I want to say before you all is a word of repentance.

      In Nkolbisson last night, as I was weighing some things before God, the Lord said to me this should have been the second missionary sending service. The first missionaries ought to have left for Nigeria. And God did speak, and the missionaries were appointed. So, when you are one service behind in God’s program, when you are one country outside God’s program, it is a serious matter.

      As God began to show me, His purpose was that the first missionary couple should go to Nigeria, Africa’s biggest nation. For some of you who were at that all-night prayer meeting, there is no ambiguity about it. Who was there that night? Yes. There are many witnesses here. So, the first missionaries ought to have gone to Nigeria. They ought to have been on the mission field, there in the most populous nation on the continent. This missionary couple is going to the largest francophone nation.

      So, in God’s original purpose, it was first of all the most populous English-speaking nation, also the most populous nation on the continent, and the next, the most populous French-speaking nation. And the Lord said to me: “I don’t need to repeat what I have said. When I speak once, people are supposed to lay hold with all their might on what I have said. And when people hesitate, I go on, I go on. If people hesitate, I go on. I don’t need to speak a second time.” says the Lord. “When I speak once, people are to lay hold on what I have said.”

      The frustration of God’s missionary purposes! The first missionary that God had in mind and whom He appointed was Adam. Adam was God’s first missionary. God planted a garden. God put Adam in there and made the garden Adam’s mission field. Adam was to till the garden and keep it, and by so doing manifest the glory of God. It was the starting point, God’s starting point for a mighty missionary enterprise that was to encompass the whole world. Then there came the matter of testing. And the testing had to do with food. And Adam betrayed God. He chose to satisfy the desire for food, by eating the forbidden fruit. As result he buried God’s initial missionary enterprise. The testing was on something that was apparently easy. It was a test as to whether or not a particular tree was to be eaten. And Adam set his rebellious will against the will of God, and in that act, buried God’s missionary enterprise because of his love for food. The love for food. Oh! But God remained a missionary God. God remained a missionary God.

      Then God appointed Noah and gave him a missionary purpose: To preserve a people to God’s glory. It was to be a blessed people. The preserved were to be a blessed people. There was the end of what could not conform to God’s eternal purpose. And by the judgement of the flood, God brought an end to what was not in conformity to His eternal purpose. But he preserved out of Noah a family from which His eternal purpose was to be manifested—fulfilled and satisfied. After the flood, Noah yielded to the love of wine. He drank and got drunk. He drank and got drunk! Again God’s missionary was worshipping wine. God’s missionary: a worshipper of wine. He was thereby resisting and frustrating the missionary purposes of God. Can you watch this man who had in the past obeyed God, lying there drunk and naked? Because of this tragedy, one of his sons beheld his nakedness, invited his brother to see it and the latter received a curse, a curse that meant that a family that was supposed to be a blessing to the whole world as a starting point was now divided, some for blessing, others under a curse. God’s second missionary had yielded to the love of drink. That released a heterogeneity instead of a homogeneity into God’s purposes. The love of drink.

      As you move on, you come to David, the man who was singularly called the man after God’s own heart. A man destined to be a blessing for his people, the singing lover of God, who accomplished mighty exploits in the military and made mighty sacrifices to the Eternal God. But he slipped into a moment of indulgence while his troops were on the battle front. As a fighting victorious king, he ought to have been on the battle front. He permitted himself the luxury of being idle. What luxury? No, no, no, not the luxury, the tragedy of being idle. The tragedy of being idle while the battle raged. And in his idleness, he saw that which he would not have seen were he on the battle front. He saw Bathsheba, and he sent for her, and then things hung on a balance. And God’s purposes now changed.

      David was no longer in control of himself. The future of many, the future of God’s purposes, lay in the hands of that woman, Bathsheba. In his heart, the king had failed, but there was still an opportunity that the king could be helped out of his failure. There was still an opportunity that the king could be helped out of his failure. And the key lay with Bathsheba. I would imagine that Bathsheba admired Israel’s famous king, and that she loved him. And she held that one key that a lover owes to his beloved. She ought to have sent word back saying: “King David, I love you. Out of my love for you, I say no. King David, I admire, and I love you. To prove that I love and I admire you, I say, ‘No.’ That is where Bathsheba stood. The key was in her hand to prove her love for David by saying, “No.”. But she didn’t.

      She betrayed him in his moment of greatest weakness.

      She betrayed him in the moment of greatest weakness.

      She betrayed him in the moment of his greatest weakness.

      And the verdict of God came as Uriah was killed and a lot of others on the battle field in order to hide the sin of David. “The sword shall not depart from thy house forever.” “The sword shall not depart from thy house forever.” And today Israel is at war and has been at war since because when a king was failing, a woman did not prove her love by saying, “No.”. The power to say “No” to a king is greater power than is needed to say, “Yes.” And over the years, people have buried nobility; they have buried convictions. They have buried the deepest convictions of their hearts because they will not say “No” to a monarch.

      We could go on. The frustration of God’s purpose! I will take two more brief examples: Jonah, God’s missionary to the people of Nineveh, took another way to run away from God’s call, and found himself in the belly of a whale. God in His mercy, spared his life and caused him to be vomited on the shores of Nineveh. But what was Jonah’s attitude? He submitted to indulgence. Do you remember the plant that God caused to grow under which Jonah took shelter? But when that plant died, Jonah was furious. His basic comfort was tested. Jonah being under its shade, was worshipping at the shrine of ease. He was worshipping at the shrine of the god of comfort, of the god of indulgence. He was blind to the needs of a nation that was under the sentence of judgement. Without compassion for a nation under judgement. He was swept off his feet by comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort, comfort. Comfort, comfort! And there he failed. God’s purpose was sacrificed on the altar of comfort! God’s purposes sacrificed on the altar of comfort.

      In the tradition of the people of God, everything in Israel depended on the fact that there was a prophet in Israel. First of all, there was Elijah and then the prophetic mantle fell on Elisha; all was in preparation so that the mantle should fall on a successor of Elijah. It was in the purpose of God that the prophetic succession went on unhindered.

      You will remember that Elisha prayed or he requested that a double portion of the spirit that rested upon Elijah should fall upon him. And it so happened. Elijah performed seven miracles, Elisha fourteen. It was indeed a double portion of the Holy Spirit resting upon him. And Elisha selected a young man and began to train him to be the next prophet. Yes, Elisha selected a young man, and began to give himself to him so that the prophetic line would not be broken. And he approached the task diligently. And everything went well until Naaman came to be healed of his leprosy. It was required of prophets that there be no covetousness in their hearts. It was required of the prophet that he would not serve God for gain. It was required of the prophet that he should turn his back to the perishing demands, perishing attractions, perishing idols of the world. It was required of him that he be single in his heart toward God. It was expected that a prophet should bear testimony before God that his heart was free from the love of the world and free from the love of the things of the world. So, when Naaman was healed and wanted to hand to the prophet the wealth that he brought, the prophet maintained prophetic integrity; he said, “No! no! no!” Oh! But look at this young man, this young man who was going to be the next prophet; if the double portion of the Spirit that rested on Elisha had fallen on Gehazi, Gehazi would have perform 28 miracles, thereby outclassing Elijah fourfold—and Elijah was the king of prophets. He would have been four times greater than the king of prophets. That was the future that lay before him. That was the future that lay before him—one of stupendous glory before God and of limitless authority before man. Oh! But Gehazi, Gehazi, was wrong at heart. He was wrong at heart, wrong at heart. He loved money. He loved money, he loved the things of this world. He loved that which he could not really keep. If he could, where are the rich men of the past? They have perished with their wealth. Where are the rich men of the past? Bankruptcy reigns in the businesses and lives of many.

      Oh! But Gehazi, Gehazi, Gehazi had been with a man of God but had not put on the Spirit of God. Gehazi had been in the company of the man of God, but his heart was not turned away from the things of this world. “Oh!” he said, “My master has spared the Syrian, oh! He has spared the Syrian. By not receiving the gold and the silver and the clothing.” “Oh!” He said, “I will go after him and make myself rich: I will go after him and make myself rich.” He did not face the fact that he could not make himself rich with the things of the world and be rich in the things of heaven—that he could not gain the world and gain God. He thought he would gain both and do so by falsehood. He ran in Elisha’s name and acquired what he ought not to have acquired: wealth, clothing. He got them and hid both and appeared before the prophet. He was asked, “Where have you been?” and he said, “Thy servant went no hither.” Falsehood, falsehood, falsehood.

      Falsehood, falsehood, falsehood.

      Falsehood—the judgement of individuals.

      Falsehood—the judgement of cities.

      Falsehood—the judgement of nations.

      Falsehood, the judgement of continents.

      Falsehood, the judgement of the planet. And God will not be mocked.

      “Did my spirit not go with you when the Syrian turned?” And God will not be mocked.

      You cannot frustrate God’s purposes and remain the same.

      No one can frustrate God’s purposes and be the same.

      No one can frustrate God’s purposes and be the same.

      No one can frustrate God’s purposes and be the same.

      Hear the verdict. “The leprosy of Naaman shall be upon thee and thy people forever.” Today in Israel, there are lepers, the descendants of Gehazi.

      Lest someone be preoccupied with the loss that came on Gehazi, I want you to come with us and see the loss to God’s purpose. When Elisha died, there was no prophet to take over. God’s purpose was frustrated for very many years. God’s purpose, God’s purpose was frustrated for many years, and God’s nation went without a prophetic voice. Because a young man loved money and loved the things that will soon perish.

      As an individual, he suffered loss, his family suffered loss, the nation suffered loss, and the purposes of the eternal Father suffered loss. The love of money! The love of the things of this world. Is it surprising that John the apostle should say it so strongly,

      
        
        Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—the pride of having succeeded, the pride of being on top, the pride of being elevated by man, the pride of vain accomplishments—is not of the Father, And he said, The world passeth away, and the lust thereof: But he that doeth the will of God, abideth forever (1 John 2:15–17, KJV).

      

      

      A prophetic career sacrificed on the altar of the love of money.

      A prophetic career sacrificed on the altar of the love of money.

      A prophetic career sacrificed on the altar of the love of the things of the world.

      A prophetic career sacrificed on the altar of that which must soon pass away.

      How much can a man take when he must go? And there Gehazi buried his future and frustrated God’s purposes.

      Then there was Judas, appointed to be one of the twelve. The name of Judas was supposed to be on one of the pillars in the Eternal City. In all eternity, Judas’ name was to be conspicuous; he was selected and placed in the group of those who would shine there, but Judas loved money. Judas loved money; he stole money, cheated in the matter of money and lost his place in God’s missionary enterprise, lost his place in the book of life, and lost his place in the Eternal City. He lost the special glory that would have been his in the Eternal City.

      But is it all failure?

      The purposes of our God are accomplished on the altar of supreme sacrifice. God’s missionary purpose, if it should succeed in our generation, if it should succeed in our generation, it must be placed in the hands of men who have renounced all that the world offers, who have renounced all that the world offers and have again renounced all that the world offers, and have written off their own lives, written off their lives, written off their careers and written off everything and are married to the will of God.

      In Daniel 1:3, Some Jews were taken to Babylon.

      
        
        In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians (Daniel 1:1–4).

      

      

      They were to be trained for the king’s service. They had three years of training for the king’s service. They were in some way appointed to high office. They were given the wealth that was available, the things that were available and the best as part of their training. This included meat sacrificed to Babylonian gods. The meat was idolatrous. The meat bore a mark of the devil. The meat bore the mark of idols. The meat bore a contradiction to the righteousness and the holiness of God. Before these young men there was, on the one hand the promise of high office and on the other, a choice, either to stand by the righteousness of God or to compromise in order to guarantee their place in high office. Now they were captives in Babylon. So, in a sense, they had limited choice. But what did they do?

      
        
        But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. Now God had caused the official to show favour and sympathy to Daniel, but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you.” Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (Daniel 1: 8–11).

      

      

      He refused to defile himself with royal wine, with royal meat, because it was a contradiction to the holiness of the King of heaven whom they worshipped. There was the earthly royalty, but Daniel knew the heavenly royalty. And there was a conflict between the earthly royalty and the heavenly royalty. And Daniel chose to please the heavenly royal One.

      
        
        Please, test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink (Daniel 1:12).

      

      

      It was turning their back to that which bore the marks of sin. They would not compromise, and they chose vegetables and water.

      
        
        At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. So, the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom (Daniel 1:15-20).

      

      

      They chose the eternal. They chose to please God. They said, “No” to the offers of the world. What was the result? First of all, physically, they were better off.

      Secondly, intellectually, let’s go to verse 17;

      
        
        To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds (Daniel 1:17).

      

      

      They had the teaching of man, and then they had the wisdom of God. They had that which man could teach and they had that which man could not teach. Compromise is the way to a spiritual grave. Compromise is the way to a spiritual grave.

      Compromise is the way to a spiritual grave.

      They could have said, “Well, we are foreigners here, what can we do? We are far away from home, no one will catch us.” Had they compromised, they would have missed God’s best. But they did not compromise so they were taught somewhere.

      Listen, are you compromising in the matter of food?

      Are you compromising in some small thing?

      God says one thing, and the society says another.

      God says one thing and your appetite says another. It may be a small matter, but you can bury a great career there. You can bury a great career there, you can bury a great career there, you can bury a great career there. They did not compromise, and God was on their side.

      Come with us to Daniel 3.

      
        
        King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace (Daniel 3:1–6).

      

      

      Now the king was all-powerful. He was the king of 127 provinces. His word was law, irreversible. His authority was immense. He set up this idol. Everybody was to fall down and worship it. And there was an alternative for anyone who will not fall down and worship it. They would be thrown into a fiery furnace. And these young men knew that the word of the Lord said, “Thou shall not make for thyself a graven image, you shall not fall down, you shall not make a graven image, you shall not fall down and worship it.” For the fiercest wrath of God comes down upon idol worshippers. They knew it. They were high officers. They were high officers. And they knew that the king’s word was irreversible.

      
        
        Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace (Daniel 3:7–11).

      

      

      In 127 provinces, the people, nation after nation fell down and worshipped the statue.

      
        
        But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up (Daniel 3:12).

      

      

      That was the accusation: “They do not serve your gods! They do not serve your gods! They are rulers, they are in high office, but they do not worship your gods. They are in high office without worshipping the gods—they do not fall down before the image.” That was the accusation. Yes, it was true. It was true, it was true.

      From verse 13 of Daniel 3, it says,

      
        
        Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand? (Daniel 3:13–15).

      

      

      The king said: “Listen, you are very good servants, so I will give you a second chance.” He was telling them, “Look, let common sense reign. I love you, I want you alive. Don’t be extremists. Maintain a balanced mind. Allow this your faith to be in your hearts between you and your God. But between me and my people, just go down.” He said, “You don’t have to lie down flat, just go down a little. Just bow so that the people may know that you have toed the line. So the people may know you have toed the line a bit.”

      You know in the wilderness, the devil told Jesus: “Go down a bit, just a bit and I will give you the kingdom of the world.” “Let’s negotiate; see I love you, I don’t want trouble. Now when you hear the sound of the horn, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I have made, very good. But if you do not worship, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what God will be able to rescue you from my hand, what God will be able to rescue you from my hand?” My hand, my hand, my hand. Nebuchadnezzar, my hand—full of himself, full of dangerous glory. Not long afterwards he was punished to eat grass like an animal for seven years. Who will rescue you from my hand? Who will rescue you from my hand, my, my—self-exaltation just before God smashes a man and brings him to naught. That self-glory, self-glory that says that a man is ripe for the judgement of God, because God will smash the proud of heart and bring them to naught.

      
        
        Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king (Daniel 3:16–17).

      

      

      Listen, verse 18 is very important:

      
        
        But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up (Daniel 3:18).

      

      

      These people did not go to IRIC (Cameroon Institute of International Relations), the School of diplomacy where you learn how to lie. And no prophet ever comes from a School of diplomacy. Because the School of God is the School of truth; because the School of God is the School of truth. And with God 1+1 will never ever be anything else but 2. We live in a world that says 2+2 is 5, 3+3 is 7. You can practise that, but the fiery wrath of God will soon come on you because God cannot tolerate unrighteousness.
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