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Chapter 1: The Door That Wasn’t There Yesterday
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Most kids at St. Krohn Primary School hated rainy Mondays.

Finn Maddox didn’t mind them.

While others groaned about soggy socks and cold wind sneaking down collars, Finn liked the way rain blurred the windows and made everything feel quieter, like the world was dreaming. He liked that people rushed by with umbrellas and didn’t ask him questions. Mondays were grey, slow, and safe.

Until today.

He noticed it during third-period math, when he dropped his pencil and it rolled across the floor—right into the dark space beneath the radiator. As he knelt to grab it, something in the hallway beyond the open classroom door caught his eye.

It was... a door.

A door that didn’t belong there.

Finn blinked.

It was tall and narrow, with old iron hinges and peeling green paint. Not like the other school doors, which were beige and boring and had those rectangular safety windows. This one looked ancient, like it had been stolen from a castle and squeezed into the wall near the supply closet.

He looked up at Mrs. Bellamy, who was scribbling fractions on the whiteboard, completely unaware. No one else seemed to see it.

By the time recess came around, the door was gone.

The hallway where he’d seen it was just a blank wall again, slightly stained from years of grubby fingers and forgotten posters. Finn stood there a little too long, which naturally attracted the attention of Callum Beck.

Callum, who always smelled faintly of hair gel and certainty, narrowed his eyes.

“You looking for Narnia, Maddox?”

“No,” Finn muttered, stepping aside.

Callum grinned. “Well, tell the wardrobe I said hi.”

He wandered off, laughing with the other kids like Finn was part of the joke—but not in on it.

Finn waited until everyone had filed out toward the playground before walking back to where the door had been. He pressed his fingers to the wall. It was smooth. Dry. Solid.

No hinges. No green paint. No whisper of something old hiding beneath.

Still, for just a moment, he could have sworn the wall was warm.

That night, Finn dreamed of creaking wood and green paint flaking like old snow.

He dreamed of something knocking—not once, but slowly... deliberately.

Knock.

Knock.

Knock.

When he awoke, the sound was still echoing in his ears.

And in the faint glow of his nightlight, he could see something new hanging on his closet doorknob.

A thread.

A thin, fraying green thread.

End of Chapter 1
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Chapter 2: Eyes in the Dark
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Finn didn’t tell anyone about the thread.

It was still there the next morning, curled like a dried vine around the doorknob. He stuffed it in his pocket before his mum could ask questions, though she likely wouldn’t have noticed. She rarely looked up from her phone in the mornings, eyes glassy from night shifts and too much coffee.
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