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      How can you be smart enough to get into Harvard, but dumb enough to get yourself in serious debt mere months after graduating?

      As a 22-year-old Harvard grad, this is the question everyone in my life has been asking me nonstop since I walked across that stage, when it became obvious I hadn’t thought through how to support myself while starting my digital business selling high-end hair care products.

      It’s getting to the point where I can’t stand talking with anyone I’m close to for more than ten minutes—I now prefer the company of strangers. My anxiety is getting the best of me as I cry myself to sleep at night, rather than ask my parents for money, while I wait for my profit margin to rise enough to pay my rent.

      And, when I’m not anxious, I’m angry, like really fucking angry—which is worse when you’re trying to make something of yourself fast…

      I throw open my laptop one last time before bed to check my daily earnings report. While glancing through the depressing numbers, I notice a new email at the top of my inbox—alerting me that my latest shipment had a problem at customs and was sent back to the supplier, all but ensuring I’ll be evicted by the end of this month…

      “Fuck! Do they think I’m shipping heroin or something!?” I scream, shoving my laptop off my bed. “Well, that’s it. I’m ruined…”

      I collapse backward on my tiny bed—my back colliding with the cheap, uncomfortable mattress that’s probably the root cause of my recent back spasms—and, like every night, melt into the horrifying reminder that I’m a huge failure in the eyes of my Gen X parents. They don’t get that companies no longer give a flying fuck about Ivy League degrees. They’ll lock you into an entry-level, barely above minimum wage job for two to five years before a promotion to something slightly better—if you’re lucky.
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