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Warning:  Adult content.  Copyright 2004

It was September of 1971.  I'd have said it looked like a pleasant late summer day, but I was about to land 10,000 miles from my home at a base at which I had been assigned by the Air Force to spend the next twelve months.  We were only minutes from landing. I had heard stories of a place called “The Ville” outside the main gate of the Air Force base.

We were getting pretty low now and I could make out small groups of thatched huts.  There were dirt roads joining little villages, and off on the far edge of the base was a darker area that looked like a town.

Descending through the last few hundred feet, I was able to spot workers in rice fields and within a few more seconds we were on the ground.

We were taken to a building where we listened to a colonel tell us how lucky we were to get assigned to this country and how we should take advantage of the cultural experience.  He proudly stated that he met his wife when he was first assigned here.  A tech sergeant beside me mumbled, “I wonder what whore house he met her in.”  The colonel said that we shouldn't judge the whole country by the village outside the base and that they were only camp followers.  He closed by telling us that the rest of the population was a proud people who were not interested in anything except saving face.  A major on the other side of me said something about money.  He had a disgusted look on his face.  I got the idea that the tech sergeant and the major had been here before.
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