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            Dedication

            This story is dedicated to the quiet wisdom of every flowing creek and whispering forest, whose inherent dignity deserves our unwavering respect and care. May it inspire us all to champion the right of every natural space to thrive, reflecting the dignity we seek for ourselves and all living things.
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        Terry is a boy. He lives in a small house. His house has a big yard. Behind his yard is a creek. It is a nice creek. Terry loves this creek very much.


He goes to the creek each day. He walks on a small path. The path goes to the creek. Green trees grow there. Tall trees stand up high. Their leaves move in the wind. The leaves make soft sounds. They sound like a whisper. Terry calls this place Whispering Willow Gully. He loves the name. He loves the place.


The gully has cool water. The water runs slow. It makes a soft sound. It goes "shhh, shhh." Terry likes to hear this sound. It calms his mind. He sits by the water. He watches small fish swim. The fish are quick. They dart here and there. They live in the cool water. This is their home.


A green frog lives there too. The frog sits on a wet rock. It blinks its big eyes. It waits for a fly. The frog is happy in the gully. This is its home. A small bird sings a song. The bird has blue wings. It flies to a branch. It sings a sweet tune. It drinks the clear water. This is its home.


Terry feels happy at the gully. It is a quiet place. He can think there. He can dream there. He knows this place is special. It is full of life. It is full of small homes. He wants this place to stay nice. He wants it to stay safe. He wants the water to be clear. He wants the air to be good. He loves Whispering Willow Gully very much. He thinks it is the best place in the whole wide world.


One warm day, Terry walks to the gully. He wants to see the frog. He wants to hear the bird. He wants to feel the calm air. But something is wrong. He sees a bright red can. It sits on the green grass. It does not look good there. It is not part of the gully. It does not belong.


Then he sees more. A big plastic bag floats. It floats in the water. It gets stuck on a log. A yellow bottle sits near a tree. An old shoe lies on the path. So much trash is there. Terry sees it all. His happy place is not happy now. His pretty gully is not pretty now.


The green frog tries to hop. It wants to go to a new rock. But the red can is in its way. The frog hops over it. It is hard for the frog. The frog looks tired. The bird wants to drink. It sees the plastic bag. The bag floats near the water. The bird looks for clear water. It has to fly far to find a clean spot. The small fish try to swim. A wrapper floats by. The fish must swim around it. It makes their home messy. They try to push the wrapper with their noses. But it is too big.
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