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      Is Prince Charming really interested in Cinderella…or are her shoes what really captured his attention?

      A modern retelling of the classic fairy tale—with a twist!

      A “funny (and rather ingenious)” short story (Errant Dreams Reviews).

      “If the Shoe Fits” originally appeared in The Trouble With Heroes (DAW, 2009).
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      When I heard the royal family would be holding a ball to find suitable wife material for the prince and heir, my mind went into overdrive.

      But not in the way anyone would expect.

      I didn’t have specific information about how a royal household was run; I didn’t know the number and skill sets of the servants, or even how many people would be invited to this shindig. But within ten minutes I had a pretty good sense of how much it would cost per person, even factoring in peacock meat (which seemed like a waste to me, what with chickens being that much cheaper per pound, but I also understood the art of entertaining sometimes meant being flashy to impress certain guests).

      Not, mind you, that it was any of my business. Party planning wasn’t really where I wanted to end up, but I loved the idea of it. Just the way my brain works: a challenge, a puzzle. I can put together a fundraising dinner and auction for fifty people without breaking a sweat. The concept of overseeing a royal ball made me go squee (on the inside).

      Actually going to the ball? Meh. Marrying royalty didn’t interest me in the least, and besides, I had finals coming up.

      My aunt, Sheila, thought differently.

      “It would be a good networking opportunity for you,” she’d said.

      “I’m not in the market for a husband,” I’d said.

      She’d rapped my knuckles with her wooden spoon, not enough to hurt, but it got my attention. “Don’t be an idiot,” she said. “I’m talking about business networking. You’re about to graduate with honors. All those other girls giggling around the prince? Their daddies will be there, and their daddies run corporations that have job openings for the right candidates.”

      Oh. Duh. I’d been so busy helping my sisters not lose their freaking minds over the ball that it hadn’t even occurred to me that this could be all about the schmoozing. Bad future entrepreneur, no BMW.

      There’s a reason why Aunt Sheila runs a thriving chain of bakeries.

      Around me, young women clumped together, giggling (just as Aunt Sheila had predicted) and craning their necks to get a glimpse of Rupert, Prince Royal and Most Eligible Bachelor. I, on the other hand, had handed out a fair number of business cards, and was feeling rather smug.
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