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            DON’T GET ON YOUR KNEES WITHOUT IT!

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is the sequel and companion to The Art of Intercession. The current volume, as its title suggests, focuses on the more practical aspects of intercession: the use of time, discipline, goals, fasting, resisting the devil, the use of the Bible and knowledge of facts.

      From a practical perspective, Professor Fomum leads us through the levels of intercession - from the beginner to the advanced. He goes on to give practical lessons on high level spiritual warfare against principalities and powers - for those who are called into this ministry. There are sections on intercessory prayer chains and a full-time ministry of intercession. All this from the pen of one who has himself advanced through the school of calloused knees.

      If God is calling you to be an intercessor, this is the single best, most practical manual to get you started or advancing on your knees.
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      This book is a continuation of our other book, The Art of Intercession, which is already in circulation. We had intended to write one book titled The Ministry of Intercession, but we found that what God had to say to us could not be contained in one medium-size book. We therefore stopped the book at a convenient point and gave the first part the title The Art of Intercession, and this second part, which is more on the practical aspects of the ministry of intercession; we have titled The Practice of Intercession.

      There is not much that I want to say about the book before you. I only ask that you read all of it, chapter by chapter. However, I want to share with you what the Lord has done for me in the course of the eighteen months during which I have worked on writing the two books on intercession. By the time I started writing The Art of Intercession, I was praying, on the average, three hours and spending one six-hour period on a prayer chain, a day. By the time I finished the book, I had been forced by the evidence of what I saw in the Bible about intercession, to increase my daily praying to an average of four hours a day and to maintain the six-hour period of praying on the prayer chain. During the ten months in which I have worked on the present volume, my being has been stirred beyond measure to keep on praying. It has meant that this book, which was scheduled to be finished by September last year, has dragged on until today when the last chapter was written. During the last ten months, I have been forced by what I saw in the Bible and by what the Lord spoke to my heart, to work further on increasing the time I spend in prayer to an average of four hours daily, three six-hour periods on the prayer chain, every first week-end of each month given to prayer according to the schedule I have shared with you in this book, and one fifteen-day period of praying ten hours a day. This will be the way I will run my prayer life for the rest of my life.

      Prayer is the most important work on earth. Intercessors are the most important people on earth. Today, knowing what I know, if the Lord of the harvest were to leave the choice with me (He has not), I would stop everything else and give myself to eighteen to twenty hours of prayer every day and thereby do the greatest good to the Kingdom of God, the Church, the world, the continent of Africa, this nation, this city, the church of Yaounde, my family, and myself.

      God has, however, not left the choice with me. He has called me to do other things in addition to prayer in general and in­tercession in particular. I will faithfully do these things, but from this day on, I will give prayer a place of priority in my life and ministry. I will pray and I will do everything I can to pray. I will do everything I can to call men, women, and children to pray. I will labour to remove anything in my life that will hinder or weaken prayer. I will pour out my all to God in prayer.

      This book is written in such a way that, in a sense, each chapter can be read on its own, for each is fairly complete. However, we plead that each chapter be read so as to have the overall picture. If you can lay hands on our other books,

      
        	
The Way of Victorious Praying,

        	
The Ministry of Fasting,

        	
The Art of Intercession, and

        	
The Way of Christian Service,

      

      read them. We believe God has a message in them that will encourage, bless, and challenge you.

      We will be glad to have your reactions to the subject matter in this book (via ztfbooks@cmfionline.org).

      To the Lord Jesus, the interceding Lord of the Church, may there be glory, honour, majesty, power, and dominion for ever and ever.

      Amen.
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	We are seeking to make the Church asleep and silent, to be the Church revived and militant. We are seeking to call God’s people back to the old paths, to get people to pray fervently, fast frequently, and work mightily for the Lord and the lost. We want to get people to pray before dawn and after dark for a soul-stirring, heaven-sent, Holy Ghost-inspired revival that will turn the tide in our pleasure-loving, spiritually slum­bering age. God wants His children hot-hearted and not luke­warm or cold. He wants soldiers, not sleepers. He wants life service and not lip service, He wants total commitment, not token commitment. He wants the church to be an evangelistic centre, not a social rendezvous. He wants Christians on their knees in prayer, and then on their toes for the lost (Fred D. Javis, Herald of His Coming, vol. 46, no. 5 [May 1987]).

        	In each generation those who focus on God and hunger to know Him stand as spiritual giants. But God’s call to know Him extends to all believers regardless of time, pressure, and obligations. The apostle Paul not only travelled frequently, founded numerous churches, and wrote much of the New Testament, but he also supported himself by tent making: David was a busy king”, but he still sought God constantly, and his prayers, recorded in the Psalms, bless us today. Jesus ministered to people all day long but still found time for an ex­tensive prayer life. Begin where you are. Ask the Lord to give you great hunger and thirst for Him. Tell him that you want to be changed. As you learn to focus on Him, recording your priorities will become easier, until you can say with Paul: “I count everything as loss compared to the surpassing great­ness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3:8). (Hannelore Bozeman. The Message of the Cross, vol. 51 [May-June 1981]).

        	Surprisingly, Satan, our adversary, wants the men of vision most of all dead or alive! Trapped in the nets of immorality, suffocating in materialism, stifled by indifference and deadness—whatever the means, Satan doesn’t care, as long as men of vision are prevented from leading God’s people to the evangelistic and missionary triumphs easily within reach. Where are the men of vision God is calling to do great exploits for Him? Sadly, many are lost (Mike Crow, The Message of the Cross, vol. 51 [November-December 1987]). Will you intercede so that the Lord should raise them up? Will you pray that they should be protected from im­morality, materialism, indifference, and “deadness?” Will you pray that they should be protected from discouragement? Please pray. Israel did not pray and Saul went astray. Again she did not pray and David was trapped in immorality. Still, she would not pray and Solomon went astray!

        	Beyond a doubt, one of the great secrets of the dissatisfaction and superficiality, unreality and temporary character of many of our modern so-called revivals is that so much dependence is put upon man’s machinery and so little upon God’s power, sought and obtained by the earnest, persistent, believing prayer that will not take no for an answer. We live in a day characterized by the multiplication of man’s machinery and the diminution of God’s power. The great cry of our day is work, work, work; organize, organize, organize; give us some new society; tell us some new methods; devise some new ma­chinery; but the great need of our day is prayer, more prayer, and better prayer . . . Great revivals always begin in the hearts of a few men and women whom God arouses by His Spirit to believe in Him as a living God, as a God who answers prayers, and upon whose hearts He lays a burden from which no rest can be found except in importunate crying unto God. Oh, may He by His Spirit lay such a burden upon our hearts today (R.A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer [Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publication, 1982]).

        	Every true revival, from the beginning, has had its earthly origin in prayer. “The Great Awakening” under Jonathan Edwards in the eighteenth century began with his famous call to prayer and he carried it forward by prayer. It has been recorded of Jonathan Edwards that he “so laboured in prayer that he wore the hard wooden boards into grooves where his knees pressed so often and so long ...” The marvellous work of grace among the North American Indians under David Brainerd, Jonathan Edwards’s son-in-law, in 1743 and the following years, had its origin in the days and nights that Brainerd spent before God in prayer for an enduement of power from on high for his work (R. A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer).


        	“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet. . . they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter, John . . . All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer ...” (Acts 1:12-14).

        	“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).

        	“And when they heard it they lifted their voices together to God and said, Sovereign Lord, who didst make the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them . . . And now O Lord, look upon their threats, and grant to thy servants to speak thy word with boldness, while thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of thy holy servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:24-31).

        	And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice. Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 6:59-60).

        	The next day, as they were on their journey and coming near the city, Peter went up on the house-top to pray, about the sixth hour. And he became hungry and desired something to eat; but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance” (Acts 10:9-10).

        	
“And Cornelius said, Four days ago, about this hour, I was keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my house and behold, a man stood before me in bright apparel, saying, Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God” (Acts 10:30-31).

        	“About that time Herod the king laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the Church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword; and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him into prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church” (Acts 12:1-5).

        	“When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose name was Mark, where many were gathered together praying” (Acts 12:12).

        	“Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teach­ers . . . While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off (Acts 13:1-3).

        	“And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with praying and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in whom they believed” (Acts 14:23).

        	“As we were going to the place of prayer ...” (Acts 16:16).

        	“Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about mid­ night Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened” (Acts 16:24-26).

        	And when he had spoken this, he knelt down and prayed with them all” (Acts 20:36).

        	“Great men of prayer are all great givers, that is, great givers according to their ability. George Mueller, of Bristol, England, was, as we know, one of the greatest men of prayer of the last generation. He obtained the English equivalent of more than £ 7,200,000 by prayer. For about sixty years he carried on a most marvellous work in supporting and training the orphans of England, oftentimes housing two thousand or more orphans at one time, feeding them three meals a day. Yet every penny that came for the support of the orphans, and for the support of the other work for which he felt responsible, came in answer to prayer. No appeal was ever made to anyone, no collectings or offerings were ever taken, and yet the money never failed. Sometimes it seemed up to almost the last mo­ment as if it would fail, but it always came. He would ask God for a hundred pounds sterling, and it would come and he would pass it on. He would ask for sixty thousand pounds sterling, and it would come and he would pass it on. In all, as we have already stated, he asked for over £ 7,200,000 and it came and he passed it on. None of it stuck to his fingers. And when he came to die at the advanced age of ninety-two or ninety-three years, he had just enough left to pay his fu­neral expenses. We ask and we get and we keep, and so God ceases to give” (R. A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer).


        	“There is no spiritual blessing that any believer enjoys that may not be yours. It belongs to you now; Christ purchased it by His atoning death and God has provided it in Him. It is there for you; but it is your part to claim it; to put out your hand and take it. God’s appointed way of claiming blessings, or putting out your hand and appropriating to yourself the blessings that are procured for you by the atoning death of Jesus Christ, is by prayer. Prayer is the hand that takes to ourselves the blessings that God has already provided in His Son.”

        	“All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer. But we must use the key. Prayer can do anything that God can do, and as God can do anything, prayer is omni­potent. No one can stand against the man who knows how to pray and who meets all the conditions of prevailing prayer and who really prays. ‘The Lord God Omnipotent’ works for him and works through him” (R. A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer).


        	Samuel Taylor Coleridge says, in The Necessity of Prayer by F. M. Bounds, The act of praying is the very highest energy of which the human mind is capable; praying, that is, with the total concentration of the faculties. The great mass of worldly men and of learned men are absolutely incapable of prayer.”

        	William Bramwell is famous in Methodist annals for personal holiness and for his wonderful success in preaching and for the marvelous answers to his prayers. For hours at a time he would pray. He almost lived on his knees. He went over his circuits like a flame of fire. The fire was kindled by the time he spent in prayer. He often spent as much as four hours in a single session of prayer in retirement.

        	“Bishop Andrewes spent the greatest part of five hours every day in prayer and devotions. Sir Henry Havelock always spent the first two hours of each day alone with God.”

        	“Dr Judson’s success in prayer is attributed to the fact that he gave much time to prayer. He says on this point, ‘Arrange the affairs, if possible, so that thou canst leisurely devote two or three hours every day not merely to devotional exercises but to the very act of secret prayer and communion with God. Endeavour seven times a day to withdraw from business and company and lift up thy soul to God in private retirement. Begin the day by rising after midnight and devoting some time amid the silence and darkness of the night to this sacred work. Let the hours of opening dawn find thee at the same work. Let the hours of nine, twelve, three, six and nine at night witness the same. Be resolute in His cause. Make all practical sacrifices to maintain it. Consider that thy time is short, and that business and company must not be allowed to rob thee of thy God.’ Impossible, say we, fanatical direc­tions! Dr. Judson impressed an empire for Christ and laid the foundations of God’s kingdom, with imperishable granite in the heart of Burma. He was successful, one of the few men who mightily impressed the world for Christ. Many men of greater gifts and genius and learning than he have made no such impression; their religious work is like footsteps in the sands, but he has engraven his work on the adamant. The secret of its profundity and endurance is found in the fact that he gave time to prayer. He kept the iron red-hot with prayer, and God’s skill fashioned it with enduring power. No man can do a great and enduring work for God who is not a man of prayer, and no man can be a man of prayer who does not give much time to praying” (E. M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer [Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979]).

        	“How glibly we talk of praying without ceasing! Yet we are quite apt to quit, if our prayer remained unanswered but one week or month! We assume that by a stroke of His arm or an action of His will, God will give us what we ask. It never seems to dawn on us, that He is the master of nature, as of grace, and that, sometimes He chooses one way, and sometimes an­other in which to do His work. It takes years sometimes, to answer a prayer and when it is answered, and we look back­ward we can see that it did. But God knows all the time, and it is His will that we pray, and pray, and still pray, and so come to know, indeed and of a truth, what it is to pray without ceasing” (Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer),


        	“Two thirds of the praying we do, is for that which would give us the greatest possible pleasure to receive. It is a sort of spiritual self-indulgence in which we engage, and as a con­sequence is the exact opposite of self-discipline. God knows all this, and keeps His children asking. In the process of time - His time - our petitions take on another aspect, and we, another spiritual approach. God keeps up praying until, in His wisdom, He designs to answer. And no matter how long it may be before He speaks, it is, even then, far earlier than we have right to expect or hope to deserve” (Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer).


        	No amount of praying today will exempt us of the need to pray tomorrow. No intentions to pray tomorrow will meet our need of today.

        	Resolutions to pray that are not translated into action are self-deception. A timetable that includes prayer hours that are ignored with impunity, is evidence of spiritual malady.

        	The only people who are honest are those who decide to pray and actually pray. Good intentions, on their own, are useless.

        	“To pray is the greatest thing we can do: and to do it well there must be calmness, time, and deliberation; otherwise it is degraded into the littlest and meanest of things. True praying has the greatest capacity for good, and poor praying, the least. We cannot do too much of real praying; we cannot do too little of the sham. We must learn anew the worth of prayer. There is nothing that takes more time to learn. And if we learn this wondrous art, we must not give a fragment here and there. ‘A little talk with Jesus,’ as the tiny saintlets sing, but we must demand and hold with an iron grasp the best hours of the day, for God and prayer, or there will be no praying worth the name” (Bounds, Power Through Prayer).


        	If our prayer is only for the purpose of accomplishing our plans and expectations, it does not have much value in the spiritual realm. Prayer must originate from God and be re­sponded to by us. Such alone is meaningful prayer, since God’s work is controlled by prayer (Watchman Nee in Let Us Pray [New York: Christian Fellowship Publishers, 1977]).

        	We read of men in past times who spent whole nights of agony, pleading for the salvation of the lost, of men who wept tears of grief, because they believed somebody was in danger of eternal damnation. But it is only as God the Spirit with­ draws the veil from our eyes, as He makes the things of the spiritual realm real to us, and enables us to anticipate the future, that we shall be able to realize these tremendous truths of the Scripture, and be able to pray (T. T. Shields in Herald of His Coming, vol. 46, no. 5 [May 1987]).

        	Prayer can sway not only individuals but also great audiences. Catherine Booth knew the effect and power of prayer. She saw the weight of a simple heartfelt prayer moving God to influence great audiences. She wrote of her observations in early Salvation Army meetings in her “Papers of Godliness.” “I have seen, at the bottom of a great hall or theater, or in the gallery, a lot of the roughest men conceivable, behaving in the most unseemingly manner, arrested by the influence of prayer. Perhaps, when the rowdyism had been ready to break into open tumult, a little woman has stretched out her hands over the congregation, and said, ‘Now, let us pray.’ And I have seen the whole mass of men assume an attitude of quietness and reverence. I have watched the aspect of the congregation, and have seen great, rough fellows get their heads down, and sometimes wipe their eyes; and when we have got up to sing, there has been no more disorderly con­duct, but they have settled down with the solemnity of death to listen. Hundreds of them were convicted of sin while under that prayer. It was the Holy Ghost wrestling for those souls in the heart of that woman that struck them with conviction (Herald of His Coming, vol. 46, no. 5 [May 1987]).

        	In our day, “the goddess of sleep and ease” is worshipped. Prayer nights have disappeared from the spiritual scene in many nations. Oh, for the return of God’s people to prayer!

        	“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with all thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).

        	“Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making suppli­cation for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18).

        	Watch and pray.

        	In all things give thanks!

        	Praise the Lord!
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            PRAYERLESSNESS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Prayerlessness is manifested by no praying at all.

        	Prayerlessness is also manifested by too little praying.

        	Prayerlessness is also manifested when old believers pray like babies in Christ.

        	Prayerlessness is also indicated by the fact that too little is invested in it.

        	How many things the Lord desires to do, yet He does not perform them because His people do not pray. He will wait until men agree with Him, and then He will work (Watchman Nee, Let Us Pray [New York: Christian Fellowship Publishers, 1977]).

        	To the apostle Paul it was pray or perish; intercede or others perish. He knew too well that although God had given him a great ministry and he was in the centre of God’s will and was labouring with all his might, if he did not pray, he would obviously fail.

        	The prayerless spirit saps a people’s moral strength because it blunts their thought and conviction of the Holy. It must be so if prayer is such a moral blessing and such a shaping power, if it pass, by its nature, from the vague volume and passion of devotion to formed petition and effort. Prayerlessness is an injustice and damage to our own soul, and therefore to its history, both in what we do and what we think. The root of deadly heresy is prayerlessness (P. T. Forsythe, “The Refiner’s Fire,” World Challenge, vol. 1).

        	Elders who have lost spiritual direction, hold their meetings and spend countless hours in discussion and then briefly pray for fifteen minutes at the end to ease their consciences. They are not frightened about meetings in which God has no central position. Although they know that God can only be brought in by violent praying and righteous living, they prefer to discuss, scheme, and act instead of praying. They are unaware that their meetings are assemblies of sin in sin.

        	The prayer meeting of prayerless believers lasts one hour. Of that hour, fifteen minutes are spent on putting the believers into the right mood. The next fifteen minutes are spent in joyous singing of lighthearted songs and choruses. The next thirty minutes are spent on a “mini” sermon from the leader and the last fifteen minutes are shared between throwing a few empty phrases at God and then the announcements.

        	A prayerless man thinks, desires, plans, and acts. He then asks God to bless what he has done “in the name of Jesus and for His sake.”

        	The devil loves prayerless believers. They do more to expand and establish his kingdom and his glory than unbelievers.

        	The enemy gloats over prayerless churches because they are his workshop. He rejoices as many more such churches are established and is never as happy as when more prayerless people are added to their numbers.

        	The only work for the Lord that will last is a work conceived in prayer, carried out in prayer, and consummated in prayer. All else is wood, hay, stubble.

        	Any preacher who does not set aside two hours every day for intense violent praying for himself, his family, and the people of God under his leadership is a politician, religious organizer, deceiver of himself, and ultimately a traitor of the people of God. The Kingdom of God will do better if all such men disappear from positions of responsibility in the Church of the One who lives to intercede for us.

        	Prayerlessness is not an accident. It is a deliberate attempt to frustrate the purposes of God.

        	Prayerlessness is the normal life of gluttonous eaters of meat, fish, and other delicacies.

        	“ This, however, is not a day of prayer. Few men there are who pray. Prayer is defamed by preacher and priest. In these class of hurry and bustle, of electricity and steam, men will not take time to pray. Preachers there are who ‘say prayers’ as a part of their programme, on regular or state occasions, but who ‘stirs himself up to take hold of God? Who prays as Jacob prayed - till he is crowned as a prevailing princely intercessor? Who prays as Elijah prayed till all the locked-up forces of nature were unsealed and a famine-stricken land blooms as the Garden of God? Who prayed as Jesus Christ did out upon the mountain when he ’Continued all night in prayer to God’? The apostles ‘gave themselves to prayer’ - the most difficult thing men or preachers do. Laymen there are who will give them money - some of them in rich abundance - but they will not ‘give themselves’ to prayer, without which their money is but a curse. There are plenty of preachers who will preach and deliver great and eloquent addresses on the need of revival and the spread of the kingdom of God but not many who will do that without which all preaching and organizing are worse than vain - pray. It is out of date, almost a lost art, and the greatest benefactor this age could have is the man who will bring the preachers and the church back to prayer” (Bounds, Power Through Prayer).


        	Salvation never finds its way into a prayerless heart (ibid.).

        	The Holy Spirit never abides in a prayerless spirit (ibid.).

        	The gospel cannot be projected by a prayerless preacher (ibid.).

        	Preaching never edifies a prayerless soul (ibid.).

        	Gifts, talents, education, eloquence, God’s call, cannot abate the demand of prayer but only intensify the necessity for the preacher to pray and be prayed for (ibid.).

        	A preacher may preach in an official, entertaining, or learned way without prayer, but between this kind of preaching and sowing God’s precious seed with holy hands and prayerful weeping hearts there is immeasurable distance (ibid.).

        	A prayerless ministry is the undertaker for all God’s truth and for God’s Church. He may have the most costly casket and the most beautiful flowers, but it is a funeral, notwithstanding the charmful array (ibid.).

        	The Church that does not pray for her pastor will soon reap what she has sown - a nation-shaking scandal!

        	Watch and pray!

        	Pray without ceasing.

        	Make prayer your number one priority.
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            INTERCESSION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Abraham stood, a lonely figure against the smoke of dying Sodom, but his prayer brought deliverance to Lot. I know of a cynical father of several sons and daughters who, like him, shrugged off the Christian faith. Yet the day came when the whole family turned to Christ. There was a wife and mother in that family who broke her heart in agonies of intercession. One by one the family came to the Lord. When they were all Christians, one daughter said, “What this unworthy family owes to my mother is beyond knowing. How kindly God must think of her to bring us back from our insane wanderings!” Who knows what vast debts the careless multitudes owe to those few whose unflagging faith will not surrender the un­saved to the enemy? Committed intercessors hold back the judgments that strain to consume the earth! What saving ele­ments in human society are greater than those of Christian character and intercession? Once, my own life was being con­sumed in a reckless abandonment to evil. My aunt and uncle prayed for me - although I did not know it at the time. They prayed daily for me, and their prayers were answered. I be­came not only a Christian but a minister of the gospel - which I have now delivered for more than half a century. I have never been able to shake off the conviction that without the prayers of that committed couple I might never have been redeemed. Once the apostle Paul had undergone a trial so fierce that he felt he was under “the sentence of death” (2 Corinthians 1:9). But he fairly shouted that God had delivered him from his “deadly peril.” Then he added, “He will continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favour granted us in answer to the prayers of many” (2 Corinthians 1:10,11). We speak often of Paul’s achievements, but he himself was aware that his success depended on the petitions of those who loved him and his Lord. One supreme fact concerning the power of prayer and goodness in our world must never be forgotten. There is a Presence in the universe who keeps our world from tumbling into judgment. He is, in fact, the one saving element in creation. There is a man before the cosmic throne who “always lives to intercede for [us]” (Hebrews 7:25). He came to this position by way of the cross, and His death stands between us and our own eternal dying. Rejected by millions, He is still there, pleading for a ruined world. And many, now under sentence of death, will find everlasting aliveness through His mediation. The Word insists that the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16). All the computers of earth cannot total up what is accomplished for the human race through the prayers of the Man who went to Calvary—or through the lives and prayers of those who follow Him (Lon Woodrum, The Message of the Cross, vol. 51 [May-June 1987]).

        	The first characteristic of the prayer that is in the Holy Spirit is intense earnestness. This we see in Romans 8:26 KJV: “And in like manner, the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we do not know how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” As we saw in studying Acts 12:5, the prayer that prevails with God is the prayer into which we throw our whole heart, the prayer of intense earnestness; and it is the Holy Spirit who inspires us to that intense earnestness in prayer. Oh, how cold and formal we are in many of our prayers. How little intense longing there is in our souls to obtain the thing that we ask. We pray even for the salvation of the lost with much indifference, though we ought to realize that if our prayers are not heard, they are going to spend eternity in hell. But men and women whose prayer life is under the control of the Holy Spirit pray with intense earnestness, then cry mightily to God; there is a great burden of prayer in their hearts, they pray sometimes with groanings that cannot be uttered. Mr. Finney told us about a man named Abel Clary. He said of him, “He had been licensed to preach, but his spirit of prayer was such, he was so burdened with the souls of men, that he was not able to preach much, his whole time and strength being given to prayer. The burden of his soul would frequently be so great that he was unable to stand, and he would writhe and groan in agony. I was well acquainted with him, and knew something of the wonderful spirit of prayer that was upon him. He was a very silent man, as almost all are who have the powerful spirit of prayer.” Abel Clary was of great assistance to Mr Finney, simply by praying, in his work in Rochester, New York, where a revival sprang up, the report of which resulted in revivals all over the country, and which, it is said, brought in a hundred thousand souls to Christ in a year. Of Mr. Clary’s work in Rochester, Mr. Finney wrote, “The first I knew of his being in Rochester, a gentleman who lived about a mile West of the city called on me one day and asked me if I knew a Mr. Abel Clary, a minister. I told him that I knew him well. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘he is at my house, and has been there for some time, and I do not know what to think of him.’ I said, ‘I have not seen him at any of our meetings.’ ‘No,’ he replied, ‘he cannot go to meetings, he says. He prays nearly all the time, day and night, and in such agony of mind that I do not know what to make of it. Sometimes he cannot even stand on his knees, but will lie prostrate on the floor, and groan and pray in a manner that quite astonishes me.’ Isaid to the brother, ‘I understand it; please keep still. It will all come out right; he will surely prevail’.” Mr. Finney said of Mr. Clary in another place, “I think it was the second Sabbath that I was at Auburn. At this time I observed in the congregation the solemn face of Mr. Clary. He looked as if he was borne down with an agony of prayer. Being well acquainted with him, and knowing the great gift of God that was upon him, the spirit of prayer, I was glad to see him there. He sat in the pew with his brother, the doctor, who was also a professor of religion, but who had nothing, by experience, I should think, of his brother Abel’s great power with God. At intermission, as soon as I came down from the pulpit, Clary, with his brother, met me at the pulpit stairs, the doctor invited me to go home with him and spend the intermission and get some refreshment. I did so. After arriving at his home we were soon summoned to the dinner table. We gathered about the table, and Dr Clary turned to his brother and said, ‘Brother Abel, will you ask the blessing?’ Brother Abel bowed his head and began, audibly, to ask a blessing. He had uttered but a sentence or two when he broke instantly down, moved suddenly back from the table, and fled to his chamber. The doctor supposed he had been taken sud­denly ill, and rose up and followed him. In a few moments he came down and said, ‘Mr Finney, Brother Abel wants to see you.’ Said I, ‘What ails him?’ Said he, ‘I do not know but he says you know. He appears in great distress, but I think it is the state of his mind.’ I understood it in a moment, and went to his room. He lay groaning upon the bed, the Spirit making intercession for him, and in him, with groanings that could not be uttered. “I had barely entered the room when he made out to say, ‘Pray, Brother Finney.’ I knelt down and helped him in prayer, by leading his soul for the conversion of sinners. I continued to pray until his distress passed away, and then I returned to the dinner table. A wonderful revival broke out in Auburn; hundreds of souls were converted in six weeks” (R. H. Torrey, The Power of Prayer [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1982]).

        	Moses’ ministry was mainly a ministry of intercession, which meant that he had to have a place with God so complete and so utter that his own reasonings did not come in; his own feelings did not come in, nothing about himself came in. He was right there with God, and although God told him to do things which seemed altogether contrary to God, and certainly contrary to his own best judgment, he obeyed. He knew it would work out. He could not understand why the Lord was doing it; it was going to be disaster, it seemed to be a contradiction. But he obeyed! We cannot have power with God unless God has got us into a place like that (T. Austin-Sparks, “The Refiner’s Fire.” World Challenge, vol. 1).

        	A prayer is also a promise. Every true prayer carries with it a vow. If it does not, it is not in earnest. It is not of a piece with life. Can we pray in earnest if we do not in the act commit ourselves to do our best to bring about the answer? Can we escape some kind of hypocrisy? This is especially so with in­tercession. What is the value of praying for the poor if all the rest of our time and interest is given only to becoming rich? Where is the honesty of praying for our country if in our most active hours we are chiefly occupied in making some­thing out of it, if we are strangers to all sacrifice for it? Prayer is one form of sacrifice, but if it is the only form, it is vain oblation. If we pray for our child that he may have God’s blessing, we are really promising that nothing shall be lacking on our part to be a divine blessing to him. . . . To pray for God’s kingdom is also to engage ourselves to service and sac­rifice for it. To begin our prayer with a petition for the hal­lowing of God’s name and to have no real and prime place for holiness in our life or faith is not sincere. The prayer of the vindictive for forgiveness is mockery, like the prayer for daily bread from a wheat-corner. No such man could say the Lord’s prayer but to his judgment . . . “Thy will be done.” Unless that were the spirit of our prayer, how should we have courage to pray if we know ourselves at all or if we have come to a time when we can have some retrospect on our prayers and their fate? Without this committal to the wisdom of God, prayer would be a very dangerous weapon in proportion as it was effective (ibid.).

        	The Christian soldier is to pray at all seasons, and under all circumstances. His praying must be arranged so as to cover his times of peace as well as his hours of active combat. It must be available in his marching and his fighting. Prayer must diffuse all effort, impregnate all ventures, decide all issues. The Christian soldier must be as intense in his praying as in his fighting. For his victories will depend very much more on his praying than on his fighting. Fervent supplication must be added to steady resolve, prayer and supplication must supplement the armour of God. The Holy Spirit must aid the supplication with His own strenuous plea. And the soldier must pray in the Spirit. In this, as in other forms of warfare, eternal vigilance is the price of victory, and thus, watchfulness and persistent perseverance must mark the every activity of the Christian warrior. The soldier-prayer must reflect its profound concern for the success and well-being of the whole army. The battle is not altogether a personal matter; victory cannot be achieved for self alone. There is a sense in which the entire army of Christ is involved. The cause of God, His saints, their woes and trials, their duties and crosses, all should find a voice and pleader in the Christian soldier, when he prays. He dare not limit his praying to himself. Nothing dries up spiritual secre­tions so certainly and completely; nothing acts in such deadly fashion, as selfish praying (E. M. Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer [Grand Rapids: Baker House, 1984]).

        	Because God will accomplish all His purpose; because He will accomplish only what He has purposed; because He brings the counsel of the nations to nought and frustrates the plans of the peoples, all who want to intercede must first of all find out what the mind of God is about the matter about which they want to intercede. (Z. T. Fomum, The Art of Intercession, [New York: Vantage Press, 1989)).

        	There are too many people who intend to do things but never get down to doing them. A man may be qualified before God to intercede; he may know the Bible grounds for intercession and he may plan to intercede or desire to intercede or talk about intercession but all of this is to no avail until he actually gets down to interceding (Ibid.).

        	An intercessor is a person who takes the needs of another on himself, then takes those needs to God and labours relentlessly until they are met by the Lord.

        	An intercessor must be able to remain calm when others around him are losing their heads. He must not be carried away by what is carrying the others away. He must be in control of himself. This personal control must come out of the unshakeable faith that the Lord is in control of all that is happening.

        	An intercessor must know how to present the situation clearly to God. He must have a clear mind and right words. In pre­senting his case to God, he is to act as if God knows nothing about it. He must be as detailed as possible. He must present a clear, detailed report of what the situation is. It is no use for him to say, “God, you know the situation. I do not need to bother You with the details because nothing is hidden from You. Act as You see fit.” Such a person might as well never pray because God knows all that he needs! Although God knows the details, he wants the intercessor to present them to Him. Although He knows what ought to be done, He wants man to tell Him [God] what he [man] wants Him [God] to do (Fomum, The Art of Intercession.)


        	There is a sense in which all believers can intercede. There is a sense in which all believers can come with boldness into the presence of God.

        	There is a plane of communion with God that is opened only to those who pay a special price.

        	The intercessor is a great man. He is so great that he can lift others to greatness without thought for himself. He must truly die to the self-life. Such a spirit that is completely dead to the self-life is precious in God’s sight and makes its possessor a beloved of God. The beloved of God intercedes from a plane that other believers have not yet attained.

        	All who seek to make progress in the School of Intercession must also make progress in the School of Blamelessness.

        	The ministry of intercession is not just words. It is a life lived out before God. It is a life delivered from sin and self. It is a live lived in victory. It is a life poured out to God. It is a life that seeks the glory of God and the glory of God alone. Out of such a life, intercession will flow out to God from the heart through the mouth, in prayer.

        	The power of intercession will always be proportional to the quality of the relationship between the intercessor and God. Those who are deeply united to God will flow accordingly.

        	Every intercessor must grow in union with God. He must grow in the knowledge of God in his heart. He must also grow in the exercise of the mind of Christ that he has received. In that way, his mind will help his spirit to flow forth in power with the appropriate words.

        	If a person who has depth in the Lord does not find the words that are necessary to communicate what is flowing forth from his heart to God, he will limit his potential as an intercessor.

        	If a person without spiritual depth uses his head to gather thoughts and ideas from the prayers of others and repeats them before God, he is not interceding but deceiving himself.

        	The extent of a person’s leadership is measured by the extent to which he intercedes. A person is the leader of those he carries in his heart and intercedes for. Where there is no intercession, there is no leadership.

        	An intercessor must believe that God is able. He must also believe that without God man is not able. He must whole­ heartedly turn from man who is not able on his own, to God who is able.

        	Amen.
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            THE INTERCESSOR AND THE USE OF TIME

          

        

      

    

    
      SOME THOUGHTS ON TIME

      
        	Time is one of the greatest gifts that God has given to man.

        	God is so good that He has given every human being the same number of hours each day.

        	God has no favourites as far as time is concerned. He has not given some people ten hours a day, others fifteen, and others twenty-four.

        	Time is a very perishable gift.

        	People may vary in natural and spiritual endowments, but what ultimately makes a difference between them at the hu­man level is how they use the time God gave them.

        	Your time is not yours. It is God-given. It is God-vested.

        	Each person meets each second, minute, hour, and day twice. He meets it the first time when it comes upon him. He will meet it the second time at the judgment seat of Christ to give account for that second, minute, hour and day.

        	Much money can be gained in a short time. Time cannot be gained that way.

        	Every second, minute, hour, or day that is lost is lost for ever.

        	A fool may waste money but the greatest fool wastes time.

        	The easiest way to lose time is to do it one second at a time,

        	I once met a fool, a great fool, the greatest fool. He wasted a second every second and soon found out that in a month of thirty days, he had wasted 2,592,000 seconds!

        	The Enemy ensures that he steals your time one second at a time and in that way prevents you from realizing it. It is neat and skilfull stealing.

        	The person who wastes fifteen minutes every hour will waste twenty-five years if he lives to be one hundred.

        	A man who sleeps eight hours a day and lives to be seventy-five has actually spent one-third of his entire life sleeping, that is, twenty-five years.

        	The believer who tithes his time should give God 2.4 hours every day and 16.8 hours every week.

        	The believer who is taking God more seriously should give God not only a tithe or ten percent of his time but also an offering of five percent of his time. In this way, he will give God 3.6 hours each day.

        	The believer who gives God a tithe or 10 percent of his time and an offering of 5 percent of his time still has 20.4 hours each day left for him to decide how to invest.

        	The believer who gives God less than 2.4 hours of his time a day is stealing from God.

        	Those believers who do not tithe time and money are robbing God. If they tithe only time, they rob God. If they tithe only their money, they rob God.

        	“Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, How are we robbing thee? In your tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse for robbing me; the whole nation of you” (Malachi 3:8-9).

        	God cannot demand a tithe and an offering from a man which does not include a tithe and an offering of his time.

        	Those who give God a tithe of their time and an offering of it will find that they are blessed, for God has said, “Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house, and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke the de­vourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruit of your soil; and your wine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all the nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of host” (Malachi 3:10-12).

        	Those who give God a tithe and an offering of their time are putting God to the test positively. God will respond to the test and do the following for them:

        	He will open heaven for them and pour down an over­flowing blessing on them in all ways possible.

        	He will rebuke the devourer for them: the devourer through sickness during which they cannot work; the devourer through accidents that waste time and every other type of devourer of time. All will be rebuked so that the remaining time is safe.

        	He will rebuke the destroyer of your soil so that you do not invest where you will not harvest; so you will not serve employers who will not pay you; so that you do not farm on land that will not yield crops; so that you will not waste time going to see people who are not at home. He will rebuke the destroyer of people coming to loiter in your home. He will rebuke the destroyer of your wife, children, friend, friends and relatives getting sick so that you have to spend time going to the hospital and the like.

        	He will bless the time you give Him so that abundant fruit accrues from it for the coming kingdom and glory.

        	He will bless the rest of your time in such a way that your concentration and capacity to understand are im­proved. You will be able to do in one hour what would normally have needed two, three, or four hours. You may be able to do in one hour what may take one year, five years, or even ten years to do. I will illustrate. If God intervenes supernaturally, a man could, in one minute, receive the formula for improving his business and moving from the red to the black, a thing that by working at the current rate he might not have been able to do in ten years. A Christian scientist may be given an idea in one minute that could cause him to move ten years ahead in his researches. A believer could be given the spiritual gift that he needs in a matter of seconds and with that gift, he could accomplish in one month what he might never have accomplished in twenty years. God could send someone to bring the answer to you that you have sought for years and which will immediately open doors of spiritual blessing.

        	He will bless you with good health. You could be sick and unproductive for a long time. God’s blessings of health mean that He has given you more time for work.

        	He will make you young and strong even in your old age. I was privileged to meet and fellowship with that prince of God, Dr. Lester Sumrall. He was strong and healthy at seventy-six and still putting in over fourteen hours of hard work each day. Perpetual youthfulness and perpetual strength are in the Lord’s hands. He gives them to whom He wills. He reserves them for those who have put Him to the test.

        	He will give you long life. You could die at twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety, one hundred. . . . Who makes the final decision? God of course! If instead of dying at fifty, He lets you live in perpetual youthfulness until you are one hundred, then He has doubled your life-span. God will be no one’s debtor. He has promised to bless. He will bless. He must bless. He says, “Put me to the test.” Put Him and see if He will fail. He cannot fail. No! He cannot. Glory be to His holy name.

        	Wiser people give God first a tithe of their time, then a second tithe, then a third tithe, and so on. In that way they make even greater progress.

      

      SOME THOUGHTS ON PLANNING AND USING TIME

      
        	God is a master planner.

        	God planned the salvation of the world from the foundations of the world.

        	God has a fixed time for everything. The Bible says, “For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

        	The Lord Jesus followed a predetermined time schedule. He said, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here” (John 7:6).

        	All who want to be like God plan their time even as He has planned His.

        	Those who do not plan their time have decided that time, events, and circumstances will rule them. They are like a tree whose branches and leaves are open to be moved in any di­rection by any wind coming from any direction, at whatever intensity, for whatever duration, and at whatever hour. They are like a branch at sea, totally at the mercy of the waves.

        	God plans His time and keeps to it.

        	Those who want to be like God plan their time before God, and having planned it, keep to it.

        	Those who plan their time have decided to succeed.

        	Those who do not plan their time have decided to fail.

        	Satan labours to ensure that he has a great portion of all time that is not planned.

        	Those who plan to succeed have a clearly defined order of priorities written down.
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