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INTRODUCTION — Jealous Friends

Bloemfontein, South Africa

At school corridors in Rocklands, on the long taxi rides that rattled through the CBD—friendships looked perfect from afar. Nikki, Sarah, and Alex moved through their Bloemfontein world like a tight-knit trio, inseparable and effortless, the kind of friendship people wished they had.

But jealousy grows quietly, like a shadow stretching across a Free State sunset.

Nikki tried to hold everyone together, the calm center between two friends who relied on her more than they ever said. Sarah carried her feelings like a storm—silent, heavy, unpredictable. And Alex, always the peacekeeper, felt the tension creeping in even before anyone spoke about it.

Everything changed the day Kevin stepped into their lives. Sarah’s long-time crush, the boy everyone knew from football practice, always walking with his friends Mike and Justin. Justin’s eyes often drifted toward Lisa, who barely noticed him as she stuck close to Victoria—Nikki’s steady, unproblematic deskmate.

It should’ve been normal. High school crushes come and go in Bloem every day.

But Kevin noticed Nikki. And that single shift—one glance too long, one smile too warm—cracked the foundation of everything the trio had built.

In Bloemfontein, news travels fast. Jealousy travels faster.

What started as whispers became tension; what started as tension became obsession. And in a world where friendships blur into rivalry, where love becomes a battleground, one simple truth stands unshaken:

Not every friend is safe.

Not every friendship survives desire.

And sometimes... the person standing closest to you is the one who destroys you.

#1

In the early morning rush of school, Sarah approached Nikki with that familiar spark in her eyes—the kind that always meant she had something urgent to share. She clung to her excitement, practically glowing as she hinted that she had news, the kind she could barely hold in.

Nikki, curious and affectionate as always, leaned in mentally preparing for whatever chaos Sarah carried this time. Sarah, overflowing with confidence, revealed that she had fallen for a boy in Grade 11—handsome, charming, the full packaged crush. Nikki waited for the name, half-playful, half-suspicious, until Sarah pulled her closer and whispered it into her ear.

Kevin.

The name hit Nikki like a sudden gust—shocking, unexpected, almost unfair. Kevin wasn’t just any boy. He was her crush, the one she secretly adored from a distance. Still, she masked the sting, pretending to be impressed while her mind scrambled to stay composed.

Sarah studied her face with a frown, sensing that Nikki knew more than she was letting on. Nikki denied it, clinging to her calm, but Sarah’s suspicion lingered, sharp and loud in the air. The trust between them wobbled for a moment before Sarah brushed it off and insisted they go find Alex.

The walk to Alex’s class felt heavier than usual. When they arrived, Sarah immediately pulled Alex aside, leaving Nikki behind to watch. From a distance, Nikki saw them talking, laughing, exchanging secrets like she wasn’t standing right there. Their closeness tightened something in her chest—something a little insecure, a little irritated, a little left out.

They eventually returned, claiming it was nothing serious, though Nikki could feel the unspoken truth hanging in the space between them. Before she could question it further, the school bell cut through the tension, calling them all to their separate classrooms.

As Nikki settled into her seat, Kevin stepped into the room to fetch a duster. Sarah lit up instantly, her whole face softening with admiration as she watched him move. Nikki forced a smile, pretending to share the excitement, even though her heart folded in on itself just a little.
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