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​Introduction

In his first epistle, Peter admonished
Christians to be ready to give unbelievers the reason for their
hope in Jesus Christ. In order to do so, they would have to be able
to articulate and then defend their faith. The defense that they
give would have to be reasonable and sustainable. This was an early
call for Christians to be defenders or apologists of the Christian
faith.

This commission continues to the
present-day Christian. The Logos Apologetics Series is developed as
a resource for Christians who want to understand apologetics and
the apologetic discipline presently.

In this publication:

In this fifth book of the apologetic
discipline series, we will examine practical insights for
continuous development of the apologist’s ministry. In addition, we
will revisit the foundational creeds which should fortify the
apologist’s ministry. We will also explore modern considerations
for engaging in apologetic ministry presently.
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The Need for Development






Development in modern apologetics
begins with a return to its God-ordained purpose. It is designed to
make a defense of the work of Christ. When the apostles engaged in
apologetics, it was with the intent to bring others into the faith,
not the win an argument. Second, apologetics was instituted in the
Church to call people back to Christ, not to their personal
doctrinal positions.

Conversion Identity

Denominationalism has proven to be a
detriment to apologetics. Modern apologetics can present the gospel
message with results; however, new believers can then be confused
and corrupted through evident doctrinal disparities within the
Christian communities. Consider the following
phenomenon:

1. If one is converted through
adherents of Catholics: they are then introduced to the exaltation
of saints, relics, traditions, and the continual cycle of falling
from grace and restitution through confession, contrition, and the
catholic mass.

2. If one is converted through
traditional five-point Calvinism, there salvation may not be
assured if they were not chosen for salvation.

3. If one is converted through Oneness
Pentecostalism – salvation can only be verified if they speak in
unknown tongues and are baptized through water immersion in “Jesus’
Name” only.

4. Denominations that promote infant
baptism as an act of grace, negate the need of apologetic and
evangelistic work in an individual’s life.

The Apologetic Resolve

If the modern apologist is not willing
to forsake denominational presuppositions and interpretations of
scriptures and only present what is written, apologetics will be
absorbed and neutralized by these influences.

In addition, the apologist has to be
able to defend the faith against modern atheists without conceding
to their line of reasoning. Intellectualism should never gain an
apologist’s acceptance or cause them to retreat from the truth. The
word of God and its truth have to be the foundation.
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Revisiting the Foundational
Creeds



Though various creeds were developed
throughout the history of the Christian church, only four of these
are generally considered ecumenical and authoritative. The
suppositions of these creeds are considered apostolic in nature
because they follow closely to the teachings of the apostles as
espoused in the scriptures.

It is important to note that these
doctrines were not colored or twisted to fit the suppositions of
future denominations. The creeds developed were viewed by ALL to be
a clear expression of the Christian faith. These doctrines,
unfortunately, became colored by future philosophies and
distortions of scriptures.
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