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The way Nell had approached the village, along the old footpath that ran alongside the river from the big house down the valley, the place had barely changed. The road was wider, to make room for the new carriages; the old row of dilapidated cottages had finally been torn down, and neat new ones put up in their place. There had used to be a forge next to the inn, which was now part of the public house, forming a kind of courtyard facing the village green. In the courtyard was an old apple tree, leaning aslant the stone wall to its right like a man watching the world go by.

Nell stopped next to the apple tree. Someone had placed a bench against the wall, under the branches. She paused a long moment, and then she sat down with her back to the tree and the inn. Her back was very straight, though she, like the apple tree, was now quite old.

After a few minutes she laced her fingers together to keep them from trembling. Above her the apple leaves rustled in the breeze. 

She listened as her heart slowly ceased to pound too loudly. A few carriages—cars—went past on the far side of the green, but she was alone on her side. It was too early in the day for the inn to be open, though from deep inside came the sound of someone singing as she cleaned. Her voice made a pleasant distant music through the door propped open to the autumn sunshine.

OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
NOT FAR

' FROM
THE

TRE E

GNAT C TG R IAL

GODDARD





