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Chapter 1


[image: ]




Rachel sat at the front counter of the bookstore with her converse clad feet propped up on the chair next to her.  She’d opened up an hour prior and had yet to see a customer, something she was content with.  She was studying for a business exam that she had to take at the end of the week, the last week of her junior year at the University of Colten.  Rachel was ready for the summer to begin, she was tired of classes and she was tired of her part time job in a small bookstore off campus.  When the bell over the door rang she barely looked up from her notebook to see who entered.  “Excuse me I was wondering could you help me find something” a masculine voice said on the other side of the counter.  

“Sure” Rachel said reluctantly before she raised her head and glanced at the man who’d addressed her.  He was handsome, in a well-made suit with dark hair and brown eyes.  He was young and there was something about his looks that gave her a feeling of an aristocrat, perhaps from a bygone time.  “What” she said before she swallowed “what can I do for you”?

It was clear to Rachel that he noticed her shift in personality and that made her all the more embarrassed.  It didn’t help matters much when she got her ankle stuck in the chair she’d been resting her feet on and nearly fell to the poorly carpeted floors.  “Are you all right” he said in a smooth voice.

“Yeah I’m fine” Rachel responded in a faint tone that was unusual to her “I just got my foot stuck in the rings of this stupid chair... damn it” she whispered under her breath.  

“Here let me help you” he said as he walked around the counter and pushed her sneakered left foot through the tight ring of the chair “it looks like your free now” he said with a smile as his eyes locked on hers.

“Thanks” Rachel replied with the slight sound of embarrassment, her cheeks red, and her hands nervously brushed back her hair from her face.  “Now what can I help you with” she said as she gazed back him with a sense of desire and nervous energy.

“Yes, well, I’m looking for a book by François Dubois that I believe was listed in one of your rare book catalogs, it was a French book on bondage” he said in such a matter of fact way that Rachel nearly missed what he said.

“Did you say bondage” Rachel said with hesitation as if she had potentially misheard him “like being tied up and having sex, that kind of bondage”?

The young man smiled a mischievous yet comforting smile before he spoke again “Yes that’s the one” he said in his same smooth tone “I hope I haven’t made you uncomfortable in any way, I can look for it on my own if you”...  

“No, no, no I’m not uncomfortable” Rachel said with a voice and expression that poorly covered up her nervous interest in the subject “being uncomfortable isn’t really on brand for me, I’ll try anything once, you only live once you know” she said with nervous laughter that only made her look awkward.  
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