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Wishing Wells Across the World
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The idea of a wishing well is older than most fairy tales, rooted in folklore from many different cultures. While the stories vary, they all share a common thread: the belief that water especially deep, still water holds a connection to the divine, the mysterious, or the magical.

In ancient Celtic cultures, wells and springs were sacred. People believed they were gateways to the spirit world or places blessed by gods and goddesses. Offerings, like coins or ribbons, were left as tokens of gratitude or as part of a wish.

The Romans also believed water had divine properties. They would toss coins into fountains to gain favour with deities, a tradition that echoes in today’s Trevi Fountain in Rome, where visitors throw coins over their shoulder to ensure their return.

In Nordic mythology, wells were tied to wisdom. The Well of Mímir, for example, was said to grant great knowledge to those who drank from it if they were willing to sacrifice something dear.

In modern times, the wishing well has become a symbol of hope. People still toss coins, whisper wishes and believe if only for a moment that maybe, just maybe, the universe is listening.

But like all powerful symbols, wishing wells carry a deeper truth: they reflect what we hope for, what we fear, and what we’re willing to give to change our lives.
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Chapter One:  The Road to Windmere
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The road to Windmere was long and lined with the kind of golden fields that looked like they'd been frozen in time. Grass swayed lazily in the breeze, bleached pale by the summer sun, and telephone poles stood like weary sentinels along the cracked asphalt. Georgina Gems tapped her fingers on the steering wheel as her GPS chirped, announcing she was just twenty minutes out.

Three years in Canberra had given Georgina a rhythm deadline, reports, and now, management meetings she still wasn’t sure she belonged in. But this assignment was different. Rural. Open-ended. Strange.

The official report called it a “community psychological anomaly.” Unofficially, her supervisor had leaned across the desk and said with a wry smile, “It’s about a wishing well, Georgina. The town says it grants actual wishes. Find out if they’re deluded, lying, or onto something.”

Hototo stirred beside her—not physically, of course. As always, he remained just at the edge of her vision, a presence more felt than seen. Still draped in his traditional garments, he smiled wide, the feathers in his hair catching imaginary light.

“You feel that?” he said. “This place hums. It remembers things.”

Georgina smiled faintly. “You’re excited.”

“A place where wishes become real? I’ve walked a long time to find one.”

Windmere was nestled between two ridges, surrounded by thick bushland and a looping river that seemed to keep the town quietly hidden. As she crossed the welcome sign Windmere: Est. 1882, Pop. 604 Georgina slowed the car and rolled down her window. A mix of eucalyptus and wood smoke drifted in, earthy and clean.

The town itself was charming in an understated, slightly peculiar way. A single main street hosted a bakery, a general store, a closed-up post office, and a pub called The Drunken Kookaburra, its weathered sign swinging in the breeze. Children on bikes darted through gravel paths, and several elderly folks sat out front of the community hall, watching her pass like she was part of the afternoon news.

She pulled into the town’s modest guesthouse a converted Victorian-era home with lace curtains and a peeling green porch. As she stepped out of the car, a woman emerged from the front door.
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