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​Introduction
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I’ve been a writer for most of my life. It’s something so essential to my being that I can’t imagine not writing. In fact, writing is a lot like magic for me. Both magic and writing are the essential things I must do with my life. I’m a writer of books on magic and in most of those books on magic, I’ve also discussed the intersection between magic and writing. However, I’ve never written an entire book on this topic, until now.

I was inspired to write this book a few years ago and started doing research for it, but ended up getting distracted by other projects, as well as the businesses I was running at the time. Fortunately, even though I didn’t start writing this book until now, I kept reading and researching for it, because I knew this was a book I needed to write.

The Magic of Writing is similar to The Magic of Art. It’s a book about how to take a creative medium, in this case writing, and apply its techniques and discipline to your magical practice. Although I’ve been a writer most of my life, I want to stress that you do not need to be a writer to use the techniques I share in this book. Just as with The Magic of Art, I’ve written this book because I wanted to show you that writing and magic can go hand in hand and can be accessible to anyone, regardless of whether or not you think of yourself as a writer.

To me, the evolution of magic is partially informed by how you take and apply modern mediums of creative expression to your magical work, because magic as a practice is creative in its own right. The question I’ve always asked myself is how my other creative efforts could be applied to magic, and how the disciplines in those efforts could inform the way I practice magic. This is an important question to ask because the answer allows us to approach our magical practice in novel ways that transform our lives while also transforming our creative efforts into sacred art, writing, and music. 

Of course, it can be fair to say that what I’m sharing isn’t really all that new. The fact is, people write down rituals, and writing has been used as a medium for spells for as long as people can write. Yet, nonetheless, what I intend to share with you in this book is somewhat unique. It’s unique because it proposes to apply writing to magic in a multitude of ways that allow the magician to fully unlock the power of the word and make it into something that serves their magical practice. 

The power of the word has been with us since words could first be formed. Writing is just one expression of the word, but it is one that lends permanence to the word. Once something is written it is made manifest because writing takes the possibility and potential of imagination and turns it into the realization of manifestation. When you write, you apply form to potential and provide it a path toward becoming fully embodied as its own reality. There’s magic in that, and I think as magicians we owe it to ourselves to explore that magic. That’s what this book is about, and I hope that it will not only show you how you can work magic with words, but also how you can transform your life by using skills you already have access to in your everyday life.

Taylor Ellwood

Portland, OR

May 2020
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​Chapter 1: The Theories of Magic and Writing
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Writing is one of the most potent magical tools you can have access to because much like art, writing takes a possibility and begins the process of turning it into a manifested reality. Writing creates the path of least resistance because it provides a bridge between the realm of potential and the world of manifestation. Writing describes the past, imagines the future and shares the present. Writing takes the world and its experiences around us and shares all of that with other people, while also exploring and expressing perspectives, concepts, and practices through the medium of the word. The power of the written word is that it takes the chaos of potential and turns it into the order of manifestation, because the written word binds the possibility into reality by turning the empty abyss of a page into the inked expressions that describe how reality might be.

In this book I want to show you how to access the true power of writing and apply it to your magical practice. In this chapter, we’re going to explore some theories on how magic and writing can be applied to each other, and in subsequent chapters I’m going to share my specific techniques with you, as well as examine the techniques of other magicians.

Before we get into that I want to emphasize one important point to you: You do not need to be a writer to use this book. All you need to be able to do is write. But you don’t have to be an author. You don’t have to write a ton of books or articles or anything else along those lines. You simply need to be open to the idea that you can use writing as a potent tool of magic that can help you achieve desired results and/or develop deeper relationships with the spirits you work with.

The Defining Power of Words

The best place to start exploring the theory of writing magic is definitions, because definitions are the very embodiment of writing magic. A definition is typically thought of as describing the essence of what something is, though it’s more accurate to describe a given definition as a description of what something ought to be (Schiappa 2003). This distinction is important because people often make the mistake of thinking a definition describes the essence of something, while ignoring the reality that if anything a definition is shaped by the agendas and interests of people creating the definition. It’s also useful to recognize that definitions are magical acts. You are describing the way something ought to be, according to you. You are taking the potential and giving it distinct boundaries that help you manifest it into form.

The reason we rely on definitions so much is that they help us categorize our experiences. The benefit of categorization is that it allows us to make sense of our experiences (Schiappa 2003). The disadvantage of categorization is that it also allows us to put blinders on in given situations. We see this in the various forms of discrimination that occur because the way we categorize people on the basis of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, age, ability or disability, etc., can reinforce the prejudices that are implicit in definitions used to categorize other people. 

Another characteristic of definitions is that they are persuasive. In other words, in order for people to buy into what something ought to be, the definition necessarily needs to persuade them: 




Definitions represent claims about how certain portions of the world are. They are conventional and depend on the adherence of language users. Definitions function to induce denotative conformity, which is another way of saying that definitions are introduced or contested, when one wants to alter others’ linguistic behavior in a particular fashion. A successful new definition changes not only recognizable patterns of linguistic behavior but also our understanding of the world and the attitudes and behaviors we adopt toward various parts of that world” (Schiappa 2003, P. 32). 





Definitions can be conformative and disruptive because of how they are used to categorize experiences and the expectations of what those experiences will be. Definitions are persuasive because they describe what something ought to be and why it ought to be that way, but what must be kept in mind is that what definitions really describe is the relationship between words and people, and how words are used as a way of controlling the experiences and perspectives of people. 

This understanding of definitions, and by extension words in general, can help us critically examine and engage the meanings we may otherwise take for granted. As magicians, we necessarily need to question the definitions we have access to, because in doing so we find the hidden potential that can create new realities with definitions of our own. When you create your own definitions and apply them to your life you are making the choice to operate by your own rules, instead of the rules of other people. This is a singularly powerful act because of how definitions are used to induce conformity. When we choose to challenge what we know (the definitions provided to us by other people or even our own definitions), we discover what we can learn and how what is learned can change the awareness of the possibilities available to us. At the same time, we must use this power wisely. When we don’t use it wisely, it gives rise to the kind of tyranny where people mindlessly give away their power because the words they hear speak to their subjective beliefs, instead of the objective realities: 




When using language as a magical tool, context is one of the most if not the most important points to keep in mind. After all, when things are taken out of context, we move into the realms of misunderstanding and propaganda, and move away from the realm of objectivity and fact. When we do this, we remove ourselves from the common denominator that we all share, which is this consensual paradigm that we have all decided to inhabit at this time and in this fashion While subjectivity is good in a lot of cases, it can be detrimental in just as many instances.” (Duvendack 2015, P. 23). 





The current climate of politics and rhetoric (at the time of this writing) is illustrative of this very fact because it demonstrates how words can be used to stoke up fears and hatred and divide people, all so that it benefits the few, while oppressing the many.

Part of the power of definition lies in the power of naming things. When you name something, you have power over it, because you have defined it in relationship to the name. We see this approach to naming show up in magical practices, particularly through the magical act of evocation, where the name of a spirit (along with the appropriate sigil) can be used as a way to call that spirit and compel it to do tasks for you. While I don’t advocate for that particular approach to working with spirits, it nonetheless is worth noting in the sense that it illustrates how a name can be a definition, in and of itself. Names are a form of entitlement that indicate how people should understand what is named, in specific contexts (Schiappa 2003). What is often left out is that you can understand what is named in other ways if you choose (experientially for example), but to do that you necessarily have to challenge the name and definition that accompanies it. 

What further cements the power of names and definition is the act of writing itself: “Facilitated by the technology of writing, definitions ‘fix’ or ‘freeze’ language in order to function as a sort of road map demarcating what words mean. These road maps depict the definer’s reality; they function as claims about the way language and the world are” (Schiappa 2003, p. 21). The power of writing is that it makes manifest the definition and fixes it in the mind of the reader, defining the perceptions of the reader. The written word objectifies what it defines, and thus simultaneously encapsulates the experience, while also distancing us from what is defined because it is categorized and understood in a specific context. While in one sense this may give us power over what is defined, in another sense it denies something that is fundamentally needed, which is the ability to truly be present in the world and participate in it, instead of trying to dominate it: 




To define another being as an inert or passive object is to deny its ability to actively engage us and to provoke our senses; we thus block our perceptual reciprocity with that being. By linguistically defining the surrounding world as a determinate set of objects, we cut our conscious, speaking selves off from the spontaneous life of our sensing bodies...Only by affirming the animateness of perceived things do we allow our words to emerge directly from the depths of our ongoing reciprocity with the world. [Italics are his] (Abram 1997, p. 56). 
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