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Why did I write this book?
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I wrote this book to make a statement that needs to be made about the puzzling relationship between the Exotheologian and the Space Scientist, that is, between Faith and Reason, which is really the same thing.  What really is going on? Why do the Exotheologian and the Space Scientist seem to be so narrow in their focus and so inadequate in their discoveries? The science is professionally rigorous and the theology is well-reasoned.  So, what is the problem? Why do both schools of excellence resist doing excellent work?  Both disciplines work on themes that are inclusive but work by exclusion. Isn't that strange?

The Exotheologian and the Space Scientist may not even be aware that they are reducing their effectiveness and their potency as they proceed along the path they have cut out for themselves. The process they have initiated to collaborate on and share their mutual interests, that being the search for intelligent Off-World life is the problem.

The solution of either party is exclusionary, closed, and timid.  It does not display an aurora of deep curiosity, and wonder. Their relationship of cooperation does not stretch the capabilities of either party. Why is that?  Why have they settled for the safe path?  They are devaluating their historical legacies forged by the great explorers, pioneers, and visionaries of science and faith whom we have admired throughout the countless history of humanity.  These questions are important questions begging for answers. Whatever those answers have been so far, we can do better.  I guess the knowledge that we can do better in this Dialogue has prompted me to write this book.

Many years ago, Arian Van Kaam, CSSp., an insightful writer about formative spirituality and an Existential Psychologist, reminded us that, "Life is a mystery to be lived not a problem to be solved."  I agree whole-heartedly with this. I have also come to know that the best way to live the mystery of life is by solving the problems in life that come our way. Don't you think?  Where would we be today if we ignored the problems of life and merely accepted them as mysteries to be lived?  Come to think of it, just look around the neighborhood. Isn't this what a lot of people are doing with their lives, just looking around?  Either that or they are burying their heads in the sand, including a number of Exotheologians and Space Scientists I know.  So, why did I finally write this book?
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First
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I want to recommend a path that will close the gap between the Exotheologian and the Space Scientist as they work hard to discover whether intelligent Off-World life exists anywhere in the beautiful Cosmos "out there".
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Second

[image: ]




I have this hard to get at itch to challenge the composition of the Exotheology-Space Scientist Dialogue that is beginning to emerge as "the Question" of Creator and Creation take on a new meaning for people of faith because of the expanding knowledge of the space sciences. Too many good people who have much to contribute to the Exotheology-Space Science Dialogue are being actively ignored, unnecessarily.
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Third
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I actually believe in concepts like good, truth, honesty, integrity, probity, transparency, good-will, cooperative, supportive, complete, validity, empathy, ingenuous, unambiguous, and a lot of the other words that instill the need to get things right whenever we can.  In such a pursuit as this, and it is a big one for sure, we may change a lot about what we think we know historically, religiously, sociologically, and scientifically.
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Dedicated to:

Fely & Mary

and for

All those who want to believe.
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“It must be confessed in other realms there are Still other worlds, other

breeds of men...”


― Lucretius (99-55 BC), On the Nature of Things
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Why did I write this book? That’s a good question. I am glad I asked it. An answer to that question requires me to go back, way, way back to my childhood in the 1950s. By the 1950s I had already lived in Louisiana, South Carolina, Ohio, Virginia, Europe, Pennsylvania, and back to Virginia. I was not yet a teenager, and I had already nurtured a global perspective on life.

The 1950s! What a great time that was. Rock & Roll; Chuck Berry, Bill Haley & the Comets, the Platters, Mickey & Sylvia, Shirley & Lee, Clyde McPhatter, The Drifters, Ben E. King, Frankie Lymon & the Teenagers, Elvis. Oh, Wow! Big cars; cheap gas; low crime; no war, and the Six O’ Clock Evening News for 30 minutes. People connected with people in person, human to human. Everything seemed to be hunky dory. Copacetic. How many of you remember those words? You get the idea, I’m sure.  It is everything you’ve heard about, and more. Beware the Military-Industrial Complex. President Ike was right, really right. He knew more than he let on. He knew about the UFO. He knew a lot. History unfolded as imagined by some people. There will be more on that later.

The wonderful thing about writing this book is all the wonderful, loving, and happy memories the process returned to me. Many of the people I knew have already left us. They were one of a kind, all of them. They came from all parts of America and from as far away as the Philippine Islands. These memories alone are a great reward for the effort of writing this book, a labor of love really.

So why did I write this book? I wrote this book to kind of make a statement that needs to be made about the puzzling relationship between the Exotheologian and the Space Scientist, that is, between Faith and Reason, which are really the same thing. What really is going on? Why do the Exotheologian and the Space Scientist appear to be so narrow in their focus and so inadequate in their discoveries? The science is professionally rigorous and the theology is well-reasoned. So, what is the problem? Why do both schools of excellence resist doing excellent work? Both disciplines work on themes that are inclusive but they work by exclusion. Isn’t life strange?  The Exotheologian and the Space Scientist may not even be aware that they are reducing their effectiveness and their potency as they proceed along the path they have cut out for themselves. The process they have initiated to collaborate on and share their mutual interests, that being the search for intelligent Off-World life, is the problem.

Their solution is exclusionary, closed, and timid. It does not display an

aurora of deep curiosity, and wonder. Their relationship of cooperation does

not stretch the capabilities of either party. Why is that? Why have they settled

for the safe path? They are devaluating their historical legacies forged by the

great explorers, pioneers, and visionaries of science and faith whom we have

admired throughout the countless history of humanity. These questions are

important questions begging for answers. Whatever those answers have been so

far, we can do better. I guess the knowledge that we can do better has prompted

me to write this book for several reasons.

Many years ago, Arian Van Kaam, CSSp., an insightful writer about

formative spirituality and an Existential Psychologist, reminded us that, “Life is

a mystery to be lived not a problem to be solved.” I agree whole-heartedly with

this. I have also come to know that the best way to live the mystery of life is by

solving the problems in life that come our way. Don’t you think? Where would

we be today if we ignored the problems of life and merely accepted them as

mysteries to be lived? Come to think of it, just look around the neighborhood.

Isn’t this what a lot of people are doing with their lives, just looking around?

Either that or they are burying their heads in the sand, including a number of

Exotheologians and Space Scientists I know. Why did I finally write this book?

The Seven Reasons

First, I want to recommend a path that will close the gap between the

Exotheologian and the Space Scientist as they work hard to discover whether

intelligent Off-World life exists anywhere in the beautiful Cosmos “out

there”.  

Second, I have this hard to get at itch to challenge the composition of

the Exotheology-Space Scientist Dialogue that is beginning to emerge as “the

Question” of Creator and Creation take on a new meaning for people of faith

because of the expanding knowledge of the space sciences. Too many good

people who have much to contribute to the Exotheology-Space Science

Dialogue are being actively ignored, unnecessarily.

Third, I actually believe in concepts like good, truth, honesty, integrity,

probity, transparency, good-will, cooperative, supportive, complete, validity,

empathy, ingenuous, unambiguous, and a lot of the other words that instill the

need to get things right whenever we can. In such a pursuit as this, and it is a

big one for sure, we may change a lot about what we think we know historically,

religiously, sociologically, and scientifically. Since the stakes of this program are

so historically high, we owe it to ourselves to do everything in our power that

we possess to achieve the truest results we can by designing and employing the

most stringent methodology that we can produce.

Fourth, I have this nagging feeling that people who could contribute wisely

to this program would participate if given the chance to get involved. For the

most part, many of these people are neither theologians nor scientists, but they

can shed light on a large number of the darker mysteries of the search for

intelligent Off-World life. Such as where these Beings might be, how many

of them are out there, and the mystery of their sociological structures.

Fifth, I have developed a range of special skills and overcome certain

experiences spanning several decades and stretching beyond local jurisdictions

that may shed light on some of the vague elements of the hunt to discover

intelligent Off-World ife in the Cosmos. As a methodologist who has

personal experience with the history of the ET problem, I believe my insights

may encourage other people to open-up about their experiences with

intelligent Off-World life.

Sixth, I guess it is fair to say that I wrote this book to better understand

what I have personally experienced throughout my lifetime about the

possibility of intelligent Off-World life “out there” somewhere in this

grand Cosmos. Writing this book enabled me to go back to the beginning

of the mystery, organize my thoughts, and clear the fog that is always there

in discussions about the likelihood of intelligent Off-World life in the

Cosmos.

Seventh, last but not least (I always wanted to say that), I wrote this book

for all the observers and experiencers out there so that they will know that they

are not alone and that other people also:

THEY KNOW WHAT THEY SAW!



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1: The Beginning of My Exotheology
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Introduction

Throughout my lifetime, I have been graced to enjoy a faith that engendered in my life so much depth of meaning, love, and adventure that I cannot even begin to imagine how empty my life would have been without it. My faith centered on the mystery of a single person, Yeshua, who by caring for humanity in a historically unique way changed the world. ― and still is changing the world. He did so by inviting humanity to share in His message of Love, Hope, and Forgiveness, a message intended to reconnect the human family to “the Creator of all that is”. Ultimately, his message prompted me to choose a Way that commenced a journey more challenging, larger, grander and much more rewarding than anything I could ever have imagined, beyond even that of my cosmic imagination, which is indeed cosmological. Let me explain. The story begins. 

On a day like many other days, a day not marked by anything special or unusual, I began to think about God and the range of descriptions that people from every corner of the world, and over the many centuries, have crafted about God.  I was struck by a thought, or more properly, a question that I could not lay

aside. Over the following weeks, this question kept coming back as if it was

haunting me in a pleasant and curious sort of way. It was not an impatient

experience or a nagging sensation.

It was not irritating, painful, or stark. It was just there asking: Have you

ever thought about this Ray? What about it? What is the answer, Ray? Would

do you think? How do you explain it? Does this upset your world view, your

Weltanschauung, or does it make it grander?

It was during these nagging, but nevertheless nurturing, events that I

suddenly became aware of the fact that I first began to ask this question when I

was in the eighth grade at St. Mary’s Star of the Sea Catholic School in Phoebus,

Virginia. So why has this question come back to me now with the force that it

now has? You see, one question leads to another and then to another and yet

another if it is a deep question seeking an important answer. This is such a question. 

So, my friends, what is this question that does not go away? In a finely articulated essay on “Jewish Exotheology”, Norman Lamm offers some thoughts about this. As we go along, we also will offer a few thoughts of our own.

The existence of rational, sentient beings on a planet other than earth is no longer a fantastic, remote possibility conjectured by imaginative and unrealistic minds. It is declared not a possibility but a probability by an ever-growing chorus of distinguished astronomers and eminent scientists in all fields. Already there has been established a new science - "exobiology," the study of forms of Off-World life - although neither specimens of such living matter nor definite proof of their existence is yet available.

The speculation of these men of science is that in many corners of the universe life has developed to a degree far higher than here on earth, so that - in the words of Walter Sullivan at the beginning of his splendid volume on the subject, We Are Not Alone! 

"not only are we not central in the scheme of things, but we may be inferior,

physically, mentally and spiritually, to more highly evolved beings

elsewhere."  The Religious Implications of Off-World Life, Norman Lamm

––––––––
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The First Question

As I have seen in the course of my life so far, probably every religion guides its followers with some form of religious texts, covenants, prescriptions, traditions, codes of conduct, social rules, dietary directives, ethical principles, moral prohibitions, and mandated values. Beliefs and Behaviors are the capital B’s

of religion from which the expectations of Right Reason and the Rules of

Conduct ultimately emerge. This is a mouthful if you have to repeat it. Understanding this, however, you will see that making a commitment to follow a religion may have little to do with living a faith. The former most often represents a social or political obligation while the latter represents a personal or very private

disposition of value driven conviction.

Over the many millennia of human existence on this Spaceship Earth,

religions emerged that gave rise to an unbelievable range of practices and cults

from those that engaged in human and animal sacrifice to the murderous cults

of honor scattered around the world. Today, a few religions have become so

powerful that they completely dictate the daily conduct of life for vast

communities. In these places, one risks death if he or she fails to obey the

mandates of the established, state-sponsored religion. For the followers of these

religions, Love, Hope, and Forgiveness have a different interpretation. The Logic here goes something like this:

Faithfulness with God requires me to kill you if you do not honor the God I believe in the way I think you should honor God because I am taught by our religious teachers that our Holy Book demands this. If I do not defend the name of God, God will punish me for being disloyal by not honoring God as I must. My honor for God, therefore, demands that I punish you for dishonoring God.

As you can see from the above, Love, Hope, and Forgiveness take a back

seat as religious intolerance remains firmly in control. Although a number of developments exist in the relationship between Islam and science over

the last few years, Exotheology has not been one of them. While Christian and

Jewish thinkers have intensified their interest, Islamic interest in Exotheology

remains modest. Obviously, Jörg Matthias Determann’s book Islam, Science

Fiction and Off-World Life: The Culture of Astrobiology in the Muslim

World, and Muzaffar Iqbal contributions remain the exceptions. Nevertheless,

Islam continues to show little interest in this question of Exotheology.  One can hope that this situation may begin to change soon. There is hope for sure as two factors on the horizon of possibility may encourage a shift of attitudes about Off-World life by Islamic scholars:

1. Change in the attitudes of general populations, and

2. Change in the attitudes of governmental organization.

Hopefully, as the global community of scholars becomes increasingly

involved in answering the questions about Off-World life, Islamic

perspectives on Exotheology may become a niche area that demands a more

open discussion of this challenging question. To this point, an Islamic conference designed to explore issues related to Exotheology was recently announced to shed some light on the question and nature of Off-World life. Scholars from around the world with different backgrounds will enjoy an opportunity to discuss, clarify, and illuminate some of the most important issues raised by this rarely explored territory of Islam. As a goal, the conference organizers are hoping to “elevate Islamic discourses that are directly engaging with contemporary questions”. 

And so, it goes. Outside of Islam, other religions exist that look differently at the cosmos and are more tolerant of nonbelievers. Some of these religions believe in reincarnation and others in predestination. Yet, other religions encourage a belief in Heaven and Hell as final destinations for faithful believers, the saints, and unfaithful believers, also referred to as the non-repentant sinners. Still, other religions enjoy a belief in Deification as a process through which the

faithful person becomes a God or Goddess within their own universe.

Occasionally, a philosophy of life is lived as a religion even though such a

philosophy will not include any reference to God in any of its beliefs, practices, or customs.

We all share one planet and one end, death. We are born without our permission and most often die without our consent. What goes on between

the bookends of life depend on many factors, not always of our making. What

we can do is decide how to respond to the contingencies of life, good and bad.

Attitude counts, so does education, personal history, and most importantly,

Faith, with a capital F.

Religion of the Masses

The unnerving thing about the Religious Situation is the sheer number of

religious beliefs and practices that have emerges and been adopted by people

over the passing thousands of centuries. Even isolated tribal cultures had, and

in some cases, still have their own practices, interpretations and experiences

centered on beliefs that honored a range of fearful gods and goddesses. For

example, consider the “great spirits” of American Indians. The American

Indians enjoyed their own tribal spirituality and religious practices that in

the case of the Lakota Tribe, for example, recognized Star People as their mysterious progenitors. A number of tribes still honor these beliefs carried over

from the distant past.

Such a variety of gods are a bit unnerving don’t you think? So many

religions and so many faiths! Although formalized in vast cultures over the

many years of human experience, faith is actually a deeply personal experience,

and perhaps even a private matter, that many people choose not to share. We

might conclude that a person’s deeply held faith, a person’s conviction about

life, is actually the big secret in one’s heart that is rarely revealed. Whether

these deeply held beliefs facilitate or impede a person’s ability to navigate a

path in life is a matter for the person to determine. Perhaps, only time will tell?

Whatever the case, the impact of Exotheology on a person’s life will be both

broad and very deep. It will most definitely ignite a profound assessment of

one’s life that will occur within a newly emerging scientific framework.

In this new assessment-t, nothing will be spared. Humanity will begin

a new articulation of human history, its meaning, and its antecedents.

Assumptions about human evolution will change as new information replaces,

updates, or validates them as facts. 

There are a number of possibilities that could validate creation as we believe it to be or shed a different light on the Human Project” whatever that may mean. If we determine the case that Off-World  Beings exist, we must ask if they have ever visited our spaceship earth. If so, we will want to know when they were here and how often they came?  Most importantly, we will want to know how they influenced or impacted the unfolding of human life and perhaps human civilization, most especially human religious beliefs.

It will be a time of great significance, for sure. We may actually discover that

we influenced them and their beliefs through their contact with human beings

as they were developing their spiritual capacities of love and forgiven. ess and

empathy. As the Greeks influenced Roman Religion, perhaps we influenced the

beliefs of the Off-World Beings? We cannot rule it out because all possibilities

exist, until they do not. For example, where did the Off-World Beings come from

and when? Under what kind of conditions did they develop?

Under what kind of physical constraints and natural environments did they

leverage their intellectual capacities? How does their development compare to

the development of the humanity? Perhaps Off-World Beings are not biological

entities at all but are artificial lifeforms given existence by more superior beings

who use them to explore the universe and make contact with new intelligent

species to connect* at a distance? Perhaps Off-World Beings are Angels as some

people maintain?


“The Grand Presupposition of Exotheology: Humanity probably shares the universe with a multitude of rational beings, not necessarily moral but rational.” -  Raymond L. Newkirk, Psy.D., Ph.D., Ph.D.



This Grand Presupposition here, of course, is that Off-World Beings

exist out there and do not represent an unknown civilization hidden here

on earth from only God knows where. While both possibilities exist, we simply

do not yet know what the case is, soon perhaps we may, but not yet. Obviously, if

the Off-World Beings do indeed exist, we are anxious to ask a number of probing questions that do not begin with “Mother, may I?”   Most likely, we want to know perhaps: Who and what are we to them, these visitors in their flying machines? Are we related to them from Creation?

Theologians, myself included, are first to admit that the Bible contains

many mysteries. For example, where was the land of Nod where Caine found

his wife? At the time of Caine and Able, the human population numbered

about four people. Taking a census back then was easy. There was Adam, his

mate Eve, and their two famous sons, Caine and Able, and, of course, the

Angels were probably taking in the sights because that Eden of Adam and Eve was modelled around the first Eden which preceded the fall of that particular Being who became a problem for much of the human race.

Genesis, leaves several questions open that perhaps can be answered by

people who came before the people referred to in the Bible as the family of

Adam and Eve. Perhaps the genesis of humanity is indeed earlier than we

commonly think? Answers to these questions will certainly clarify the Genesis

Gap that leaves several important mysteries unanswered. Perhaps a kind of

evolution of human beings occurred that was realized through the effort and

influence of advanced beings that participated in the great plan of God’s

continual creative nature?

In this sense, then, the merely “scientific” random evolution of humanity

becomes a purposeful process guided by advanced beings obviously predating

our emergence on earth but, nevertheless, worked to fulfill the will of the

Creator? Scripture indicates a process and method but not an exact process

and method. Genesis infers this much in the Chronology of Creation when

presenting the night and day narrative as a prime example of Divine Mystery

The Question is the Question

Perhaps human beings are truly endowed with a predisposition for religious experience? Perhaps religious experience without any preference for any

specific religious experience is in our genes, our DNA? Why do I say this? How

can this be so? The question of why we even exist is still a mystery, and now this.

Why the God Gene? Why not? Physics has its God Particle. Notice that I did

not ask: “Why the spirituality gene”? Why is that?

Atheism is a kind of spirituality after all. It is a faith in the non-existence

of God. It is a faith because Atheists simply believe it because it feels better

to them at an emotional level of awareness. It is an assertion with some

argumentation, in some cases. Atheism is so powerful that it seems to turn

off or neutralize the God gene for a time. How does this happen? Perhaps

some kind of rational or intellectual freedom to choose one’s attitude in a

given situation at a point in time has something to do with it? Or, perhaps

an abundance of childhood interjections conditions some people to form an

emotional bias against the God Question?

Many years ago, I gave a presentation in Rome to a group of senior executives from throughout Europe. I invited a colleague to come along. While there, I decided to visit the Vatican and see an acquaintance there. Naturally, I

invited my colleague to come along. I was shocked by his question: “Ray, what

is a Vatican?” It turned out that my colleague was running on empty when it

came to Religion. A void existed between him and any knowledge of Religion.

Moreover, he had never seen a Bible and never once in his life discussed God

with anyone.

It seems that his parents had decided to raise him in a religion-free

environment without any knowledge of religion whatsoever. Obviously, they

had done an excellent job. He knew absolutely nothing about anything

religious whatsoever. Perhaps their interjections were so strong that his parents

absolutely closed any line of questioning or the kind of wonder that people generally experienced as they moved through life. He was nearly 40 years of

age and still had never seen a Bible or heard of Christianity. Impossible, right?

Perhaps not. Perhaps, perhaps, perhaps, there are lot of those here aren’t there? This is the story of human life, perhaps, a life most often dominated by the emotional level of awareness rather than the rational. Many people enjoy the capacity to be rational, but they most often gravitate to the emotional side of life and ignore reason altogether. The gift that makes them human is tossed out the proverbial window.

So, this is the question that leads to the emergence of many of the other

questions. Why, why and why or more precisely: How? How long? What?

When? Where? Who? Why? And Why Not? The questions are plentiful for

sure. They take us into the territories of: Astrobiology, Cosmology, Deistic

Formulation, Ethics, Exotheology, Off-World Anthropology,

Off-World Exoanthropology, Off-World Theological Systems,

Historical Cosmology, Morality, Morphology, Philosophy of Science,

Philosophy of Being, Theodicy, Theology of Off-World Life, Theological

Systems, and even Xenobiology.

In this book, I examine a careful selection of these questions so that we

can begin to answer them together. This is a Humanity Project after all. Here

at the beginning of this Project, I already know for certain one thing: Human

ignorance is Infinite, and human knowledge is finite. What we do not know is

always more than what we do know, no matter how much we know. Do you

understand this?

Human beings know a lot of stuff about a lot of things. This is at least

something. Unfortunately, we do not understand a lot of the stuff we know.

Believe me when I tell you that knowing, that is, deeply grasping knowledge of

reality, is indeed wonderful, but understanding reality, really understanding it

as it exists, is so much better. We can do a lot with that. We really do owe it to

ourselves to understand more of what we know.

So here we are, facing the question of Off-World Life, a shocking and

threatening question for people for sure, but a hopeful and encouraging one for

others. Who is correct? Nevertheless, here we are. The question of questions

is here. It is obvious even to the most casual observer that “the game is afoot

Watson”. The question is part of our current reality, and it requires an explanation that is more than a mere cursory answer about whether

Off-World Beings exist or not. It requires a re-imaging of human history that

touches the most profound part of human life for many millions of human beings who resist even considering the fact that God did not necessarily make the human

being and the planet on which human beings unfold their spiritual histories the center of the Cosmos, the Apex of all Reality. It appears that there is indeed more to this Cosmos, this reality that approaches infinity, than us.

Multidimensional Exotheology

Exotheology differs from Jewish, Islamic, Hindu, Christian, and a host of other theologies because it represents a unifying opportunity in religious thinking

about God, the human place in Creation, the human understanding of cosmological reality, the “what is” of it all, and the nature and place of

humanity in the cosmos. Exotheology is an approach to Theology that seeks

more science than faith and more evidence than belief and more history than

conjecture. It is about more knowledge and less wishing than it is about argument over sectarian philosophy and politics. The environment of Exotheology at it has developed so far, may or may not inform us about the nature of the Cosmos in its full reality of “What is” and our relationship with the Divinity.  However, Exotheology flows from the understanding of God as Creator of the Cosmos, as the Core of Being, spanning infinity to govern all time and space to form we Homo Sapiens as the outer most exterior rim of being. God is at the Center of “All that is”. We are some of the “All that is”.
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