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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The content of this book is from the very first Mini-Convention of our Work (Christian Missionary Fellowship International) in Cameroon, held in Koume – Bertoua, from 19th to 22nd January 2023.

      When a work of God reaches the critical juncture of Church growth, there is an indispensable need for a corresponding increase in the number of leaders, ministers, disciples, and churches. Further progress at such a critical juncture requires the divine intervention—the blessing of the Lord.

      In Blessing for Growth, Pastor Theodore Andoseh explores God's blessings drawn from the book of Genesis. He intends to bring spiritual leaders to understand that the growth of the Work of God is intricately tied to divine blessing. The underlying message is compelling—growth goes hand-in-glove with God's blessings, and those who seek such blessings must earnestly strive to align with His will.

      May the Lord grant you a deeper revelation of this spiritual truth as you read, and may you settle for a life that consistently seeks to please God in all things.

      
        
        Koume, 26th January 2023

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            THE WORK AND THE WORKERS

          

        

      

    

    
      FIVE PHASES IN OUR WORK—1

      Every work goes through different stages:

      
        	a beginning stage,

        	the adolescent stage,

        	the maturation stage, and

        	the adult stage.

      

      In Gabon, during the inauguration of PROCCL, we identified the five stages in God’s blessing of Adam. The Lord blessed them and said to them:

      
        
        Genesis 1:28

        God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

      

      

      
        	Be fruitful

        	Multiply

        	Fill the earth, spread

        	Subdue the world

        	Have dominion over all that I have created.

      

      We identified those five stages as the five phases of our Work.

      
        	Phase 1 was the call to be fruitful, to a few people.

        	Phase 2 or the Santa Cruz stage was the call to multiply through evangelism, the evangelism of every member.

        	We are coming to Phase 3 to fill the earth. It involves numbers and it involves spreading and expansion.

      

      Be fruitful;

      Multiply—that is making disciples;

      Fill the earth—that is the missionary commission.

      Go, go, go.

      COMMISSIONS IN THE GREAT COMMISSION

      In the Bible, we have identified the nine different commissions that are included in the Great Commission.

      
        
        Luke 14:21, 23

        Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. […] Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.

      

      

      The Lord Jesus said:

      
        	go to every street,

        	go to every alley,

      

      go, bring the people in, so that there may be guests in my festival. So, they went throughout Jerusalem into every home, every home.

      
        
        Colossians 1: 23

        This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.

      

      

      The apostle Paul says: “This gospel has been preached to every creature on earth” … To every creature.

      If you are a pastor, you have to obey the Great Commission, because there is the every home in your environment, the every street, the every alley. So, the pastor has a great commission addressed to him particularly: go to every home. That is your mission field. Go to every street, that is your mission field.

      Plan your pastoral strategy, in terms of:

      
        	home conquest,

        	or in terms of street conquest,

        	or in terms of subway conquest, that is how Redeemed Christian Church of God plans their vision. Their goal is: a church in every street on planet earth.

      

      It is a pastoral goal, but it is not just every street, it is not just every alley, it is not just every home, it is not just every creature.

      There is the Abrahamic commission.

      
        
        Genesis 12:3

        “… all peoples on earth will be blessed through you”

      

      

      Through you, every family on earth shall be blessed. That blessing is the salvation that comes through our Lord Jesus. It has been destined by God that from every family, at least somebody should be saved. That is the Abrahamic commission, to bless every family on earth.

      There is

      
        	every creature,

        	every home,

        	every street,

        	every highway,

        	every subway.

      

      And then the Lord Jesus Himself says:

      
        
        Matthew 28:18-20

        All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

      

      

      All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go into every nation and preach the good news, go into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptising them, teaching them and I voice save my personal presence with you. So, the Lord Jesus says: every nation.

      There is every nation.

      
        
        Revelations 7:9,

        After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.

      

      

      We see the great crowd, the crowd that has been redeemed by the work of the Lamb, from

      
        	every tribe,

        	every nation,

        	every people,

        	every language.

      

      Our translation of the Gospel is missionary work to reach every language, every tribe. God intends every tribe to be present at the Great White Throne to celebrate and hail Jesus Lord. Every people: the Bantu, the semi-Bantou, the Nilotic, all peoples, all tribes, all languages.

      All of those different specifications are mission fields for:

      
        	Pastors,

        	Evangelists,

        	Missionaries,

        	Apostles,

        	You,

        	Me.

      

      And in Revelations, the Bible also talks about the eternal Gospel of our Lord God, that is to be proclaimed to all categories of people. And if they do not believe, all the presidents, generals, all the great of the world shall be summoned to the Armageddon to be trampled. We are to reach all classes: the high, the low, the poor, especially the poor.

      
        
        Luke 4:18-19

        The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

      

      

      The Lord Jesus says: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, to bring glad tides to the prisons and to those who are in dungeons, to proclaim to those who are in chains the year of God’s favour.”

      All these categories are our call, and all of them are the sub commissions of the Great Commission, so that you are included. If you are a pastor and you will never leave a town, go to every home, go to every street, go into every neighbourhood. Who is sending you? The Lord Jesus, because the special people for whom we plan campaigns often despise it. So, the Lord sends you to all, to those who are in the streets who do not even know that there is a campaign.

      FIVE PHASES IN OUR WORK—2

      So, there are the five stages in our work.

      
        	Be fruitful – Phase 1

        	Multiply: make disciples – Phase 2

        	Fill the earth: Go as missionaries – Phase 3

        	Subdue the earth: exercise your authority in the financial sector, so that there is integrity, so that the laws of the kingdom govern the economy of the nation. Subdue, enter the pavilions of governments, exercise your influence by your invasion. Exercise your influence by your invasions, by your insidiousness. Subdue.

      

      That is the democracy stage of the work. In democracy, values are established by numbers. If we can get sufficient suffrage for every social norm, we impose it. That is what it means to subdue. Those who want homosexuals, transgenders, they look for numbers and they give themselves weight by money and they impose it, and if you dare say one word against homosexuals, you have sinned.

      Subdue the earth, we are to fill every category in society, in order to be the light of the world, in order to be the salt of the earth, to stop the corruption by our influence, by our numbers.

      THE LORD’S PRAYER

      Subdue the earth; impose the prayer of the Lord:

      
        	Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name: Let everybody respect, You, let everybody believe in You.

        	Thy kingdom come: Let the rules of Your kingdom be observed as righteous and as global jurisprudence.

        	Thy will be done: Let many walk with God. And then, the benefits of the kingdom, when God has been acknowledged and his kingdom established and his will is done.

        	Give us this day our daily bread: Provision flows from God taking His rightful place in the lives of men, nations and societies.

        	Deliver us from evil: When God is Lord, Satan must hide in a hole like a rat.

        	Lead us not into temptations: In the lives of individuals and in the lives of societies, the things that snare men away from God, the advances of darkness will be pushed back.

      

      Subdue the earth and rule, and rule and rule and rule over the fish, over the birds, over the animals. Be masters of your ecology. Rule over the conditions and the constellations. Rule. Tell the wind to stop. Tell the waves to stop, for the Master is at rest and the Master is in the boat. Tell the elements to bow to their Lord.

      And when we submit to Him, we regain the authority that will tell the fish and tell the animals, not by our mouth, but by our influence to put on check the wild tendencies, even in our decay ecology.

      Rule, rule.

      If that is God’s vision for us, the political agenda of many of you is included in the Gospel agenda in which God has called us. Serve the Lord with all your might. Whatever your political agenda, the growth of the Gospel, the might of the Gospel is the only possible utopia for any society. Believe it.

      The President of the universe says so: “All authority in heaven and on earth and under the earth has been given on to Me, go, preach the Gospel.” The Lord of the universe has planned the good of all men in the Gospel. So, go and preach the Gospel. Whatever economic innovation that you dream of in this cursed world, let the Gospel triumph and you will see what life looks like when the Kingdom of God rules.

      GOD OF INDIVIDUALS, GOD OF NATIONS

      Brethren, God created Adam, he understands the needs of the individual. But God also crafted a nation: Israel. God knows the needs of nations. The salvation of God is adapted to the individual as well as adapted to the nations. He created man and he crafted a nation, and he knows the needs of each. He told man how to be happy: to submit to God. And he showed Israel how to prosper and have ascendency: by covenant obedience to God.

      God knows the way to national ascendency as God knows the way to personal prosperity, and His Gospel is adapted to both.

      THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM AND THE GOSPEL OF GRACE

      When I was a young believer, I used to wonder many times, about the message that Jesus gave to the apostles to preach before he died. I used to wonder about the message that Jesus asked the apostles to preach during his life time, because I knew that the Gospel starts from His death, where the blood has been shared and where my sins can be forgiven. So, when Jesus told the apostles: “As you go, preach, say: The kingdom of God is near you.” I did not understand. Now I understand.

      He was telling them: Tell people that a new quality of life can be offered to them here and now if they embrace God’s Messiah. If they allow God to be King so that they become part of His kingdom, a new life will start for them. He wanted the apostles to tell the people that it is possible to enter God’s kingdom now, by believing in the Messiah, and that, they cannot even imagine what life looks like when God takes His rightful place in their lives. If they just allowed God to take His rightful place as King and lived under Him, their lives would be different, that was the good news.

      The Gospel that was preached to most of us is the Gospel of God’s grace; the grace which is available through the death of our Lord Jesus-Christ for the sinner. That is what you and I believe because we are real sinners. I used to wonder about the message that Jesus asked the apostles to preach before He died; that is, during his life time. That was because I knew that the Gospel starts from His death, when the blood has been shed and my sins can then be forgiven. What was this gospel? What was He offering the people?

      He told them: “The kingdom of God is near you!” It was a way of telling them: “You can enter the Kingdom of God by accepting the Messiah. If you accept the Messiah, you will be part of the people of God and if you are part of the people of God, God will be responsible for your life. The good news is that you do not know how your life will look like. A new type of life begins for you. Do you want it?” That was the Good News.

      Our Good News has always been: “You are a sinner. Jesus can forgive you and save you from all curses, from all, all, all, all and all.” But that is not all about the Good News. The Good News was equally the coming of Christ and the possibility of a new quality of life, when you allow God to take His rightful place in your life. That is what we preach today: If you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord. And the other one which talks of the blood of Christ that forgives all sins is what we preach when we say: “If you accept Jesus as your Saviour”. It was good news indeed. The apostles were saying: Oh brothers, you do not understand what your lives will look like!

      When John the Baptist asked: « Are you the King that was to come?”, He told the detectives: “Give me a moment”. Then, He healed the sick, opened the eyes of the blind. Then He took on His kingship prerogatives and said to them: « Go and tell John: ‘The blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the good news is preached to the poor!” This is what life is like when Jesus is Lord. And John was to understand, because that is what life looks like when man comes back to his natural reference, when God is King. And that is what we must preach to the nations.

      When John asked him: are you the king that was to come? He told the investigators to wait! And he healed the sick, open eyes of the blinds. At that moment, he makes manifest the prerogative of a king, he told them go and tell John; the blind see, the deaf hear and the lame walk. This is what life looks like when Jesus is lord. And John was to understand because that is what life looks like when a man is recalibrated compared to his natural reference, when God is king. And this what we are to preach to all nations.

      Many presidents have been presidents; whom did it heal? Which leg was healed? When they send us Covid19 drugs which are not as effective as we all hoped, they steal. What would life look like when Jesus is Lord? He was telling the people: Try this, face it. Accept him as your Messiah; be part of God’s kingdom and let God be in charge of you. And when God is responsible for your life, a new kind of life begins for you.” That was their good news. The good news was not asking people to abandon their joy but to bring people to confront a new quality of life. It should have been good enough to seduce people.
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