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Werewolf

(from The Strange & Unusual Universe of Silver Moon Unicorn)

One uses powder

and one does not.

One relishes

the warmth of

the turning at

sunset.

One does not,

and yet is also

a wolf

under the

full moon.


Chapter 1 Memory

Little Lora was playing with her dolls in the living room. Her parents were in the dining room talking. She could hear them talking about adult things. Her little doll family was doing well. They were celebrating an anniversary. She brushed each doll’s hair. She smoothed their clothes and sat them down on the floor in front of her. Unaware that anything or anyone could be watching through the windows, she continued her play. Her parents kept talking.

No one realized there was trouble coming through the unlocked door. Silent and dangerous through the now opened door. Keeping an eye on everyone. There was a member of the family not at home. She was out working her job. Lois had no idea of what was happening at home right now. She was too busy.

Lora caught a glimpse of a large animal. Much bigger than she was. Her jaw dropped. She watched the large wolf sneak into the dining room. Then the rest became a blur. She heard her parents screaming. She grabbed her dolls and ran.

She hid underneath a chair. It was curtained. It was dark and she was quiet. There was just enough room for her and her dolls. She shook. She cried. She held her dolls tightly. She couldn’t help her parents. But her sister would be home soon. Would Lois save her little sister from the big wolf?

Lora waited in the dark. She didn’t know how long she was there. She just knew her parents were now silent. She heard another scream and someone running.

Lois saw the large wolf leave the house. Her parents were no longer alive. Just a bloody mess in the dining room. But where was her little sister? She called the police and was frantically searching the house for her little sister. The police arrived and cleaned up the bodies. By then Lois was sitting on the couch by herself.

“You said you had a little sister?”

“Yes. I didn’t find her body. I don’t know where she is.”

“Could she be at a neighbor’s?”

Lois shook her head no. “She should be here.”

“We’ve searched the house. You’re the only one here.”

The chair sneeze. Lois blinked. She reached down and lifted the curtain.

“Hi, Lora.”

“Hi.”

“Oh, she must have seen or at least heard something…” The police weren’t sure how to deal with the child.

She looked frightened. She was still clutching her dolls.

Her sister looked at her. “Lora, did you see who killed our parents?”

Lora nodded her head.

“Did you hear anything?”

Lora nodded her head again.

“Was it a large wolf?”

Lora nodded again.

Lois sighed. “Officer, do you need anything else?”

“No. I don’t know if we can find a large wolf. It doesn’t make any sense. It does certainly look like an animal did that.” He sighed. “I don’t know if her testimony will be usable. She’s so young and so traumatized.”

The last words echoed inside of Lora’s head. She was now an adult. She was lucky her sister was old enough to claim her and take care of her after their parents’ were murdered. Otherwise, there was no telling where she would be now.

As a human from human parents, Lora was now fully grown. She wasn’t very old, but that didn’t matter. She was done with school and working a regular job. She still lived with her sister Lois. Lora had never thought to find a place of her own. After their parents were murdered, Lois was the only one she had left.

Lora was sitting on the couch by herself. Lois walked into the living room a few minutes later.

“Lora, what are you moping about?”

“Nothing.”

“It’s not nothing. Where’s Paul?”

“He’s working.”

“Oh, so you thought you’d just sit here and think dark depressing thoughts?”

Lora sighed.

Lois blinked. “Are you thinking about what happened to our parents when you were still a child?”

“Yes.”

“Oh.” Lois nodded and sat down next to her sister. “There really wasn’t anything you could have done. The wolf would have killed you too.”

“I know that.” Lora blinked. “What if the wolf comes back?”

“What? Why would you say a thing like that?”

“Well, it was a large wolf. Wolves don’t normally go open doors and attack humans. Perhaps it was a werewolf. He could come back for us.”

“Lora, that’s enough. I think you’re not well to say such things.” Lois got up and left the room.

Lora sighed. She knew her best friend Paul would understand why she thought such things. It was a real possibility. Nothing else made much sense to her. She was aware that the wolf had just finished killing her parents when her sister had come home. Yet, Lora still couldn’t come out from under the chair.

She didn’t know the other adults who had rushed over to their home. Lora remembered being a helpless child. She sighed. She didn’t want to go through that again, but knew if it was a werewolf it could happen again.

It was her worst fear and she was well aware of what it meant to her and why. Ever since her parents had been murdered, she was afraid the same thing would happen to Lois. It was worse than imagining it happening to Lora herself.


Chapter 2 Two Tiny Houses

“Zeta, how are you this morning?”

“Oh, I’m alive. And you?”

Zelda shrugged. “I could be better, but at least I have a safe place to live.”

Zeta smiled. “Have you seen Julian lately?” She bit her lip.

“Yeah, I just saw him in the office today. He was his usual self.”

“Good.” Zeta paused. “I’m glad there’s another tiny house here. Are you getting adjusted to it?”

“Yeah, it is an adjustment. I’m surprised I’m okay with it.”

“It took me some time to get used to it. I like it because I can reach out and feel the walls if I need to.”

“And yours have special places for your crutches and leg braces.”

“Without them I’d be lost.”

“It’s definitely cozy. I feel comfortable inside. But it’s nice to come out here and chat.”

“I think you came up with a good idea to have a few chairs outside for us to hang out.”

“I ordered a fire pit.” Zelda looked at Zeta.

“Oh?”

“Yeah, then we can have a little fire at night. We can chat around it.”

“Can we use it for cooking too?”

“Sure, if you want to.”

“Perhaps we can have other people over.”

“Do you spend too much time alone?”
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