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      One minute Jonah lay dying on a battlefield in France. His body in agony as blood seeped from his wounds, the wrenching pain made all his muscles tighten.

      He regretted never telling Jane his feelings for her, he’d spent his time with books instead. Regretted not seeing his father again. Then his vision darkened and he felt a vast emptiness.

      The next moment he found himself in a young boy’s body. The boy stood looking out a small round window. In the distance lay only water. The window was in a huge metal hulk of a ship, perhaps where the anchor chain had once been, Jonah didn’t know much about boats. But the ship lay tilted. It sat on land. Dry dock, was that what it was called? Or had it crashed.

      He ran his hands over his head, the boy’s head, and found a knitted wool cap. The room where he stood was cold. The air coming in from outside, just as blistering. He tucked his hands in the pockets of a thick wool coat.

      What had happened? Had he died on that battlefield? Of course he had. The wounds had not been survivable.

      He shivered at the memory of blood, pain and cold. Death had surrounded him. It stank of mud. As if a thousand cows and pigs had been butchered in that field and left to rot. But no, they were men.

      But how had he come here? In this body?

      A blast of wind shot through the metal hole, bringing with it the scents of salt, kelp and fish.

      He looked out the hole again, and down. Over to the right lay the working harbor. Fishing boats were moored, people unloading white tubs of fish. But the boats didn’t look like any he’d ever seen. What part of the world was he in?
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