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Introduction

Living a Christian life in today’s society has become increasingly difficult. Believers must strive daily to live as God has ordained. The Abundant Truth Overcomer Series provides guidelines for overcoming the three battlegrounds every Christian face: the world, the flesh, and the devil. Learn how you can walk in the power of God. Discover how you, too, can live victoriously in Christ.

In this publication

In this publication, we will have compiled the three publications from the Abundant Truth Overcomer Series. In this book, you will receive guidelines for walking in victory. You will learn how to recognize and defeat the plans of the enemy. You will realize that you can live holy. God has already promised you the victory. Prepare yourself. The time has come for you to live victoriously in Christ through overcoming the world, the flesh, and the devil.

-Publication 1-

Overcoming the World

Introduction

Living a Christian life in today’s society has become increasingly difficult. Believers must strive daily to live as God has ordained. The Abundant Truth Overcomer Series provides guidelines for overcoming the three battlegrounds every Christian face: the world, the flesh, and the devil. Learn how you can walk in the power of God. Discover how you, too, can live victoriously in Christ.

In this publication

In this publication, we will explore the first area of spiritual warfare that every Christian must face: the world. As believers we are called to be in the world, but not of the world. The victorious Christian life begins with forsaking the world  and with pursuing Christ. In doing so, the believers’ spiritual life will be vibrant.




Section 1

The Biblical Precedence

The Bible is filled with commandments and exhortations encouraging the believer to be holy and to separate himself from the world. Christ referred to Christians as lights and declared that they have power over the devil; yet without question, the enemy dominates many believers.

Believers and non-believers, alike, have the wrong concept of the enemy. They think domination by the enemy means someone is possessed. We think about the movie, The Exorcist, where the girl’s face changes color, and she spews up green slime. The media has shaped our view rather than the scriptures. 

The scriptures let us know that the enemy’s control is not always easily recognized. We must realize that the enemy fights and gains control in a person’s life in a subtle way. He fights using man’s own sinful nature against himself. If we do not overcome our sinful nature, we cannot effectively fight against him.

If you have raced with the men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan? (Jeremiah 12:5 NIV)

The prophet Jeremiah asked his listeners a question: if they could not last while racing ordinary men, how could they compete with horses? His point was that if you cannot handle the things that are going on now, what about when things get worse. 

In essence, the believer must ask similar questions: If you have not come out of the world, how can you gain control over your flesh? In addition, if you have not gained the victory over your flesh, how can you face and defeat the enemy? Finally, if you cannot walk in victory over the enemy, how can you live a victorious Christian life?

Overcoming the world, the flesh, and the devil is a process. You must move from one area to the next. You must first overcome the world, so that you will be able to conquer the desires of the flesh. And once the desires of the flesh are crucified, you will be able to face the adversary. After overcoming the schemes and tactics  of  the  enemy,  you can live victoriously in Christ. 

In order to have dominion over the world, the flesh, and the devil, we need only to follow examples set forth in God’s Word, observing both Old and New Testament guidelines. Christians who rely solely on New Testament teachings while neglecting Old Testament scriptures run the risk of missing valuable lessons. Paul says the scriptures were written for our encouragement.

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures, we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

He  takes  up  this  theme  again  when  he says the events that happened unto  the  Israelites  were written for our instruction.

Now these things happened unto them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. (I Corinthians 10:11)

Therefore, we must not ignore the Old Testament scriptures. In addition, we recognize that it is through the Old Testament scriptures, as Paul says, that we learn by example to have patience. This should encourage us and give us hope. 

We will now look at examples for the Old and New Testaments that will help us to understand the process needed to gain victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil. Our Old Testament example will be the Jews. 

Israel

The book of Exodus introduces us to the nation of Israel who is bondage in Egypt. Egypt, at this time, was one of the most powerful and influential nations in the world. The pharaohs had enslaved them for over 400 years. The Egyptian empire forced them to be laborers. Their masters placed heavy burdens upon them daily. Because of this, they began to cry out to God.

It was during this time that God appeared  to Moses. He told him that he had heard  the cries of Israel and that He would deliver them. Armed with God’s name, Moses relay’s God’s command to Pharaoh: “Let My People Go!” After multiple signs and wonders, Pharaoh submits and urges Israel to leave Egypt. 

Upon Israel’s departure, God leads them through the Red Sea into the wilderness. They were on their way to Canaan, the land of promise. While in the wilderness, God tested them. They failed these tests. 

Therefore, they did not go directly into Canaan, but were forced to wander in the wilderness for a total of 40 years. It was only after this time were the Israelites able to fight against the inhabitants of Canaan and enter into the Promised Land.

Let us now examine the process of the Israelites. Before they could go to Canaan, they had to first leave Egypt. Egypt was a nation that the whole world looked upon.  It was the ideal nation of its time. It serves as a representation of the world. Israel, figuratively, had to come out of the world. 

Before Moses could lead them out, the people had to get rid of the Egyptian idols that were in their possessions. They had to set themselves apart from any Egyptian influence that was present in their worship of God. Not only were they to leave Egypt physically, but its influences also. 

Next, we find that God did not take them directly to  Canaan.  God  gives  them  this  reason,

And you shall remember all the way in which the Lord God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that he might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. (Deuteronomy 8:2)

God kept them from the Promised Land in order to teach them how to obey His commands. He wanted the Israelites to have control, even in their flesh. There are numerous incidents recorded of how the Israelites allowed fleshly desires to control them. They complained when they had no food; they complained when they had no meat; they complained when they had no water, and so on. 

While in the wilderness, He gave them the commandments. These were given to set boundaries on their desires and to separate them from the other nations. Here, we see that       We should note here that after three years in the wilderness, God brought Israel to Kadesh-Barnea. The only thing they had to do was to fight and enter. They failed. Because they had not fully surrendered themselves to God, they would not believe Him for the victory. 

the Israelites had to bring their fleshly desires under control before they could go into Canaan.

Therefore, when they tried to face their enemy to enter into the Promised Land, they were defeated. This is why they stayed in the wilderness for 37 more years – to learn to obey and trust God. Though it took years, Israel finally learned what was necessary.

After  a  total  of 40 years, Israel returned to Canaan. They were prepared to confront their enemies and win. They fought battle after battle with success. After years of fighting, God gave them rest and they were able to live in the land of promise.

Looking at Israel, we see that God took them through the process: first, they had to come out of the world (leave Egypt); second, they had to gain control over their flesh (God gave them the commandments and caused them to wander until they walked in obedience); and finally, they had to face the enemy (they had to fight the inhabitants of Canaan). 

After they overcame these three areas, they could live victoriously (God gave them rest because all the land was subdued before them). If we  follow their example, we too can live an undefeated life in Christ.

Jesus

To  find  an  example in the New Testament, we need to only look to Jesus. He is the example that every Christian should follow. After John baptized Him and the Spirit anointed Him, Jesus was led into the wilderness. In order for Him to  go into the wilderness, He had to leave the inhabited places. This was significant because it shows that there was a separation from the rest of the world. 

When a person gives his heart to Christ, the Holy Spirit will cause him to be separate from the rest of the world. Jesus set an example for all believers to follow: total separation from the world. Jesus gained the victory over the world because He showed a willingness to leave it behind in order to commune with God. Through this victory,  He  could move on to the next area to conquer – the flesh. 

And  after he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he then became hungry. (Matthew 4:2)

Jesus disciplined himself through fasting. Fasting is a discipline wherein a believer denies his carnal appetites. Through fasting and prayer, the believer gains control over his flesh. After fasting for forty days and nights, Jesus brought His flesh under control and conquered it. Having overcome the world through separation and conquering the flesh through fasting, Jesus was prepared to face the final challenge – the devil. 

And the tempter (devil) came and said to him, “If you are the son of God, command that these stones become bread.” But he answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. (Matthew 4:3-4 Parenthesis mine)

In these verses, we find Jesus being confronted by the tempter (devil). He is also found using the most effective weapon available to defeat the enemy – the Word. With every tactic the enemy used, Jesus continually fought and conquered with the Word. Jesus used the Word to defeat the enemy again and again.

Then the devil took him into the holy city; and he had him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, “If you    are the son of God throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘he will give his angels charge concerning you and on their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said unto him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory;and said unto him, “All these things will I give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said unto him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘you shall worship  the  Lord  your  God  and serve him only.’ (Matthew 4:5-10)

It is through this example that we learn the most vital information. By using the Word, Jesus rebuked the devil. He told him to leave (Matthew 4:10). Thus, to defeat the devil, the believer must study the Word and understand how to use it as a weapon against the enemy. After effectively using the Word, the enemy could no longer stand against Jesus, and was defeated.

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and began to minister to him. (Matthew 4:11)

After these events, we find Jesus entering into His public ministry with great power and results. He conquered all three areas and went on to live a life of victory. Every Christian can follow this pattern.

As we shall discover later on in this book, we can also follow Jesus’ example through very practical steps. Not only should the believer read and pray, but there are also steps to take in everyday life to overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

The steps that we take to overcome must be  based  upon spiritual principles, or else we will fail.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12 NIV)

Though our struggle may manifest in the flesh, its origin is from the spirit realm. It is evident that God created man as flesh and blood, but because of the weaknesses of our flesh, we cannot fight in the flesh. We must operate in the power of the Spirit. Paul goes further by saying,

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. (II Corinthians 10:3)

Since we cannot fight with our own natural abilities, we must use spiritual weapons and spiritually based strategies if we are to conquer the world, the flesh, and the devil. We will now focus on the call to the Christian to forsake and overcome the world.




Section 2

The World

Do not love the world, nor the things that are in the world. I John 2:15a

