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“From this broken hill,

All your praises they shall ring.”

L. Cohen – If It Be Your Will

––––––––
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“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” 

Psalms 81:1
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“In these names, there is a progressive revelation of Jehovah meeting every need as it arises in the experience of His redeemed people—saving, sustaining, strengthening, sanctifying, and so on; and not only for the redeemed of that day but for God’s saints of all ages.”

Nathan Stone, Names of God.


* - * - *

[image: ]




God demonstrates His love for us through the exploration of what His many names reveal about Him.

I lovingly dedicate this work to my beloved wife and express my deep gratitude to both her and God for inspiring its creation. After listening to the song El Shaddai, my wife encouraged me to create a “small booklet” focusing on the names of God. This suggestion sparked the idea for the book you now have in your hands, and it may even lead to additional volumes in the future.

Crafting this book has been the most enlightening experience of my life. It has allowed me to cultivate a more profound relationship with my God and Savior. I earnestly hope that it will bring the same blessing to you.
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Who Is God to You?
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Throughout history, God has sought to build strong relationships with His people. He began revealing Himself to humanity even before sending His Son to earth. One of the most significant ways He did this was by sharing His names. Each divine name reflects a specific quality or characteristic of God, elevating Him infinitely above all other beings, whether in Heaven or on earth.

God’s names highlight His traits and offer promises for our benefit. Studying these divine names is an invaluable way to discover and experience unique aspects of His character. We will be drawn into a closer relationship with our Heavenly Father as we identify and embrace these characteristics.

Each name God uses for Himself reveals a facet of His character, helping us to know Him better. The term “God” is a title, but the Bible provides various names for God that convey specific personal meaning and identity. The meanings behind God’s names reveal His fundamental personality and nature, offering a transformative journey of understanding and hope.

A name has immense power. According to the dictionary, a name signifies authority and character. It represents who we are and how everyone around us recognizes us. In Old Testament times, a name held more significance than just identification; it was an essential part of one’s identity. Names often carried special meanings and served an explanatory purpose.

For example, a name can indicate physical characteristics, as seen in the case of Esau. The Bible states, 

“And the first came out reddish all over, like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.” ​[1]

Esau means “hairy,” which accurately described his appearance at birth. Later, he was also called Edom, which means “red.” ​[2]

In contrast, the name Jacob means “supplanter, deceiver, defrauder.” Esau remarked about Jacob, “Jacob is the right name for him! He has supplanted me two times! He took away my birthright, and now, look, he has taken away my blessing.” ​[3] However, after Jacob wrestled with God and prevailed, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. This transformation reflects a significant change in Jacob’s character, from that of a deceiver to one who contends with God.

“Your name will no longer be called Jacob but Israel, for you have fought with God and with men, and have prevailed.” ​[4] Israel has been variously translated to mean “Prince with God,” “Soldier of God,” or “One who wrestles with God.” This change of name by God signifies Jacob’s new character and identity.

Changing a name often signifies a change in position or character. For example, Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter, ​[5] which means “stone” or “rock.” This new name represented something solid, steady, and firm—qualities that Simon embodied.

The notion that a name reveals character applies not only to people but also to God. Throughout Scripture, God reveals Himself through nearly 1,000 names. Each of God’s names describes His character and nature, and there is nothing more powerful than the name of God. The Bible states, “The name of the Lord is like a strong tower; the righteous person runs to it and is set safely on high.” ​[6] This personal connection with God’s names invites us into a profound relationship with Him.

When Jesus said, “I have come in my Father’s name,” ​[7] He declared that He came with His Father’s authority. Additionally, He indicated that He came to reveal His Father’s character. Jesus represented the Father to such an extent that He could say, “The Father and I are one,” ​[8] and “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” ​[9] The words Jesus spoke were those given to Him by the Father, ​[10] and the works He performed were those entrusted to Him by the Father. ​[11]

No single name can fully encompass the nature of God, but the Bible reveals Him through many names. Each name emphasizes a distinct aspect of His character and essence.

So, who is God to you?  

Is He Ēlohim, your Most High God?  

Is He Jehovah Shalom, the Lord of Peace?  

Is He Ēl Shaddai, the All-Sufficient One?  

Is He Jehovah Jireh, the Lord Who Will Provide?  

Is He Adonai, the Lord Over All?  

Or is He Jehovah Raah, the Lord our Shepherd?

Jesus addressed Him perfectly when He called Him Abba, our Father. Our Father is the ultimate source of all attributes and powers of life, and He is the Supreme Intelligence over everything. We can trust in the promise that our Father’s love is everlasting, His mercies are renewed every morning, and His faithfulness is great.

God’s name is of utmost importance. Nehemiah states, “May your glorious name be blessed; may it be lifted up above all blessing and praise.” ​[12]

To hallow something is to make it holy, setting it apart to be exalted and deserving of absolute devotion. To hallow the name of God means to regard Him with deep devotion and loving admiration. We should hold His name in a position of solemn significance in our hearts and minds. We should rejoice in it and contemplate its true meaning.

Jesus instructed us to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” ​[13] A great way to practice this daily is by understanding God’s nature through the power of His name. When we explore and study the names He reveals to us in the Bible, we gain a clearer understanding of who God is.

God’s name, character, and nature remain consistent throughout generations. He is entirely trustworthy, all-powerful, eternally loving, and always present. We can find hope in His mighty name by seeking reassurance and greater faith. His enduring character provides a solid and comforting foundation for our faith. He is a God of miracles, and nothing is impossible for Him.
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My Name is The Lord
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I have a friend who named his son after his eleventh-generation grandfather, the first of their adventurous ancestors to leave the confines of the old world to pursue religious freedoms in a new and undiscovered land. In contrast, he named his daughter after a Cat Stevens song. In today’s culture and society, names are often chosen based on popularity, current trends, familial honor, or simply how pleasing the name sounds.

In our contemporary world, names have lost much of their profound significance and are often treated as mere sounds or flatus vocis. This trend, where language is stripped of its profound origins and reduced to a whimsical standard, reflects a secularization of society and the trivialization of life itself. It signifies a decline in religious consciousness, as names were once believed to have divine meaning.

Many parents today, including my friend, do not assign the same importance to naming a child as previous generations did. In ancient times, names were not merely identifiers; they were descriptions of a person’s nature, potentially indicating their occupation, physical traits, or even their destiny. The act of naming was considered sacred and significant, a moment to reveal and express the true self.

The Hebrew word for “name” is “shem,” meaning “memorial.” In biblical writing, a name served not merely as a label but as a memorial that encapsulated aspects of a person’s personality, character, experiences, or occupation. A name was considered a living memory, capturing the essence and nature of an individual. Parents often chose names that reflected qualities they hoped their child would embody, ensuring that the name would serve as a lasting testament to the child’s life.

For example, Rachel named her son Ben-Oni, which means “son of my sorrow,” because the delivery was so complicated that it ultimately cost her life. ​[14]

Hannah named her son Samuel, meaning “heard of God,” as she felt the child was the answer to her prayers. ​[15]

Jabez was named because his mother “experienced pain” during his birth. ​[16]

Hagar called her child Ishmael, or “the Lord hears,” as a reminder that God had heard her and would continue to hear her in her afflictions. ​[17]

After her husband was killed and her nation defeated, Phinehas’s pregnant wife named her son Ichabod, meaning “the glory has departed,” just before she died. ​[18]

Rachel also named her firstborn son Joseph, meaning “he shall increase,” believing God would grant her another son. ​[19]

In Old Testament times, a person’s name often reflected their character. For instance, Abraham means “Father of a great multitude,” and Eve means “Living,” which is fitting since she is considered the mother of all living people. Jesus means “Savior.” Names could indicate a person’s disposition, career, calling, and more. The significance of well-descriptive and illustrative names is especially evident in the names of Deity, a point that Moses understood.

When the Lord called Moses from the burning bush and commanded him to lead the Hebrew people out of Egypt, Moses asked God, “If I go to the Israelites and tell them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’—what should I say to them?” Moses recognized the great importance the Hebrews placed on names and anticipated that his people would inquire about the authority behind his mission. Essentially, he was asking God to reveal His true character and nature.

In response, the Lord said, “I AM THAT I AM.”

Moses was instructed to say: “The Lord—the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this is my memorial from generation to generation.” ​[20]

The various names of God illustrate different perceptions of the Deity. In the passages quoted, God’s personality is distinctly expressed. “I AM” is the first-person singular form of the verb “to be,” indicating His eternal nature.

In the name “I AM” or “Jehovah” (which is the English rendering of the Hebrew tetragrammaton YHWH or JHWH), God manifests Himself as a personal, living being who works for Israel and fulfills the promises made to their ancestors. This conveys the idea of an unchanging, ever-living God who remains faithful to His word through all generations.

God’s name is “I AM,” not “I was,” “I might be,” or “maybe I’ll get around to it.” God is, always was, and always will be.

“God’s personal existence, the continuity of His dealings with humanity, the unchangeableness of His promises, and the entire revelation of His redeeming mercy revolve around the name Jehovah.” ​[21]

To declare the name of the Lord is to testify about Him. “For this purpose,” the Lord told Moses, “I have caused you to stand: to show you my strength, and so that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.” ​[22]

Jeremiah foretold a time when nations would come from the ends of the earth. The Lord told Jeremiah, “I will this once cause them to know, I will cause them to know my hand and my might; and they shall know that my name is The Lord.” ​[23]

God’s many names are not merely titles but personal revelations of His majesty and the deep, abiding love He has for us. He shares these excellent names with us so that we can encounter and experience Him in various ways. While reading these names in the Bible is inspiring, our true purpose is to come to know God on a personal level.

God desires to reveal Himself to us in ways that will amaze and astonish us. As we read and study the different names of God found in the Hebrew texts and Holy Scriptures, we can invite His presence to fill our lives. Understanding the various aspects of His sacred names can deepen our relationship with Him. These names reveal who God wants to be for each of us, and grasping their meaning can transform our lives.
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I Am Jehovah
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God has no shortage of names—He is referred to by nearly 1,000 different names in the Bible. However, one name stands above all others: Jehovah, or Yahweh, (pronounced “yah-way”) is considered the most significant name for God in the Old Testament. 

“I AM” is viewed by many as the ultimate name of God. Although Christian scholars adopted the term “Jehovah” for YHWH during the Renaissance and Reformation, a notable shift occurred in biblical scholarship in the 19th and 20th centuries. This period saw a renewed interest in the original Hebrew texts, leading many scholars to revert to the form “Yahweh.” 

Early Christian writers, such as St. Clement of Alexandria in the 2nd century, had utilized a form akin to Yahweh, and this pronunciation of the tetragrammaton was never entirely lost. Additionally, various Greek transcriptions indicated that YHWH should be pronounced as Yahweh.

The meaning of the personal name of the Israelite God, Yahweh, has sparked scholarly debate, resulting in various interpretations. Many scholars contend that the most accurate meaning could be “He Brings into Existence Whatever Exists” (Yahweh-Asher-Yahweh). In the book of 1 Samuel, God is referred to as Yahweh Teva-ʿot, meaning “He Brings the Hosts into Existence,” where “Hosts” may reference either the heavenly court or Israel, adding further complexity to the discussion.

The personal name of God, Yahweh, was likely known long before Moses’ time. This is evidenced by the name of Moses’ mother, Jochebed (Yokheved), which is derived from Yahweh. The tribe of Levi, to which Moses belonged, probably had knowledge of the name Yahweh, which may have initially appeared in its shorter forms—Yo, Yah, or Yahu—as a religious invocation, evoking the mysterious and awe-inspiring splendor of the divine manifestation.

The Hebrew people regarded Yahweh as so sacred that it was customary not to pronounce it aloud when speaking or reading; instead, they would replace it with the word “Adonai,” which means “Lord.”

The English language lacks an exact translation for the word Yahweh, so in our Old Testament, it is written as “LORD” in all capital letters. The vowels for the name YHWH must be supplied by readers of the sacred texts. The name Jehovah is believed to have originated around 1500 A.D. by combining the consonants JHVH with the vowels from the word Adonai. 

YHWH is the name used for the Hebrew God, appearing 6,828 times in the Old Testament and almost 700 times in the Psalms alone. Yahweh means the Self-existent One; He exists eternally and will always exist. We can have faith in Him and rely on Him because He is our eternal source of strength. ​[24]

Theologically, the name Yahweh is closely associated with covenant: “I will take you to myself as a people, and I will be your God.” ​[25] 

Yahweh is the name of the God of the Covenant, and it is used exclusively by those who know Him and are in a covenant relationship with Him. Yahweh is the covenant-keeping name.

God calls Himself Yahweh when He enters into the covenant with Abraham, a subtle promise that He will forever be faithful in keeping His word. When He reveals Himself again as Yahweh to Moses, it is a reminder that He is unchanging, and we can trust Him not to back out of or break His promises to us.

God revealed Himself to Moses from the burning bush as “I AM that I AM,” meaning the Self-existing One. ​[26] This statement emphasizes that God is eternal. He has always existed—He existed then, He exists now, and He will continue to exist forever. This fact provides a constant source of security and comfort for His people.

The name Jehovah encapsulates this quality of self-existence. Immediately after revealing His name, God declares, “This is my name forever.” ​[27] Thus, all subsequent names for God should reflect the idea of the ever-present, self-existing God.

Heraclitus once stated, “There is nothing permanent except change.” Our world is continuously shifting, and things change from day to day. However, God remains constant through it all. He does not alter His nature based on new popular philosophies or theologies. From the beginning, Yahweh has always been who He is—the standard of perfection and holiness—providing a reassuring and unwavering presence amidst life’s changes.

The abbreviated form YAH appears fifty times in the Old Testament, often in the admonition hallelu-jah (literally, “Praise Yah”). The etymology and context in which this name is disclosed suggest the idea of “presence.” Yahweh or Jehovah signifies God’s eternal presence with His people. He is always here to aid us, comfort us, guide us, and elevate us. God is “with us,” as indicated by the promised name Immanuel—God with us. ​[28] He is near to those who seek Him ​[29] for deliverance, ​[30] forgiveness, ​[31] and guidance. ​[32] His presence and influence never depart. He never leaves us. The greatest comfort we can find in this life is found in the very name of God: I AM.

The name YHWH defines Him as deeply involved in our human struggles. The promise of salvation presented in Exodus 6:6-8 is profound and includes intimacy with God and blessings of abundance. However, it is notably framed by the phrase “I am Yahweh.” at both the beginning and the end.

“Therefore, tell the Israelites, ‘I am Yahweh, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm, and with great judgments:

“‘And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God; and you shall know that I am Yahweh your God, who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

“‘I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for a heritage: I am Yahweh.’” ​[33]

In the Bible, the name Yahweh is used when discussing God’s relationship with His people. A prime example of this is found in the 19th Psalm. The first six verses reference Ēlohim and His connection with the physical world; however, verse 7 shifts to Yahweh, highlighting His relationship with those who know Him and are in covenant with Him. Yahweh is an intensely personal God, seeking to develop a relationship with His people.

God will never stop wanting us and will always pursue us. His profound love for us is so strong that He agreed to bear the consequences of the punishment we deserve.

This is our relational God. This is Yahweh.

Jesus of Nazareth astonished the religious leaders of Israel with an unprecedented declaration, one that had never been expressed since the beginning of time. Jesus Christ boldly affirmed His divinity when He proclaimed:  

“...before Abraham was, I AM.” ​[34] 

In making this assertion, Jesus claimed the very name of God from the Hebrew Old Testament! Jesus Christ is YHWH, or I AM. By applying the name Yahweh to Himself, Jesus affirmed that He is God. To the Judeans, this was the highest form of blasphemy. When the Pharisees heard this, they picked up stones to kill Jesus.

Later, the resurrected Lord revealed Himself to the apostle John in the book of Revelation with a name comparable to “I AM.” He said to John: 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega... the one who is, and who was, and who is still to come, the All-Powerful!” ​[35]

Jesus Christ left no doubt that He is I AM, the same one who appeared to Moses. He is the one who has always existed and who will always be. 

“The name carries overtones of presence, salvation defined as deliverance and blessing, covenantal bondedness, and integrity.” ​[36] 

Yahweh is a paradox—a God of mystery, yet a God who is closer than our very breath. Our daily goal and desire should be to take one step closer to knowing the God who exists. The richness and fullness of perfect love await those who seek to know Him.

His love is worth pursuing. Remember that God is real. The names that follow reveal who He wants to be for us, in our lives and in the lives of our loved ones.
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Ēl - The Father of Creation
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The minuscule word אל (Ēl) (pronounced “ale”) is quite common in Hebrew and has multiple meanings. In the Western Semitic context, “Ēl” refers to a god or deity. It served as a generic term for any god, while specific names or titles were used to distinguish particular gods as “the God.” The word’s etymology is uncertain, but its root signifies power or might.

Ēl is a significant term in the Hebrew Bible found in Akkadian, Phoenician, and various other Semitic languages. Throughout the second millennium B.C., Ēl was worshiped as a high god by many cultures in the Ancient Near East, often appearing at the forefront of numerous temples and pantheons, highlighting its historical importance. 

Most of what we know about the god Ēl comes from Canaanite literature discovered at Ugarit, dating back to the Late Bronze Age. In some Canaanite and Ugaritic texts, Ēl is depicted as the father of the gods or the father of creation. Although Ēl could refer to any god, it was also the designated name for a specific deity within the Canaanite pantheon, where he held the title of the supreme god.

While the English word “God” exclusively signifies a deity, in Hebrew, the term is more versatile. It can express various concepts, including approach and negation, wailing and pointing, or even refer to an oak or terebinth tree. Additionally, it appears in ancient Hebrew compound names, such as “Isra-Ēl” (meaning “prince of Ēl”) and “Beth-Ēl” (meaning “house of Ēl”).

The word “Ēl” appears throughout the Old Testament (except in the book of Leviticus) and is considered the most ancient Hebrew name for God. In the Hebrew Bible, Ēl is typically used to refer to a deity, whether it is the true God, false gods, or even the idols used in pagan worship. However, the name “Ēl” usually serves as a shortened form of “אלהים” (Ēlohim), signifying the genus of God.

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshiped only one God, not many. Since Abraham did not know God’s real name, he may have recognized Ēl as the God who appeared to him. ​[37] However, the biblical text emphasizes that the God Abraham worshiped was not the same as the God worshiped by the Canaanites. While Abraham’s ancestors most likely worshiped the moon god venerated in Haran, ​[38] the God of the patriarchs was the one who revealed Himself to Abraham.

The early Israelites, not knowing God’s actual name, believed that Ēl was the one who brought them out of Egypt. Yahweh told Moses that in the days of the patriarchs, He had revealed His name to them as Ēl. The Scripture states: 

“God spoke to Moses and said to him, ‘I am Yahweh. To Abraham, Isaac and Jacob I appeared as Ēl Shaddai, but I did not make my name Yahweh known to them.’” ​[39]
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