
        
            
                
            
        


  
    366 Ways To Know Your Character


     



    A Romance In A Month Daily Writing Workbook


     



    Rachelle Ayala


    Lovely Hearts Press


     



    Foreword by Michele Shriver








    Copyright © 2014, Rachelle Ayala Publishing, LLC


    All rights reserved.


    No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner without written permission from the author except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews.


    All trademarks belong to their respective holders and are used without permission under trademark fair use.


    Cover design by Rachelle Ayala Publishing, LLC


    Book Formatting by Rachelle Ayala Publishing, LLC


    Contact Rachelle at


    http://smarturl.it/ContactRachelle

  


  Writing Books by Rachelle

Romance In A Month: Guide to Writing A Romance in Thirty Days


366 Ways to Know Your Character: A Romance In A Month Writing Workbook


Love Stories: Writing A Romance Novella in Thirty Days or Less: A Romance In A Month How-To Book


Writing Asian Romance Characters


Dangerous Love: Writing Romantic Suspense


Rachelle Ayala loves to teach and inspire. She has been a professor at Iona College in New Rochelle, NY and Elizabeth Seton College in Yonkers, NY. She has a Ph.D. from Cornell University and is the leader of the Romance In A Month writer's group. She's given webinars for the Florida Writers Association as well as the California Writers Club.

Her book, Knowing Vera, won the 2015 Angie Ovation Award, and A Father for Christmas garnered a 2015 Readers’ Favorite Gold Award.


  
    FOREWORD by Michele Shriver


    As a veteran of Rachelle Ayala’s Romance in a Month class, I am thrilled to be able to present the Foreword for this exciting new Romance in a Month Workbook.


    The daily character questions fast became my favorite feature of the class, as answering them always helped me learn more about my characters. In several instances, my answers made it into my book, such as the contents of my character’s refrigerator.


    There are different ways to use this workbook, and how it is used is up to the individual writer, but I believe it has value as a planning tool for those that are intrinsic plotters/outliners as well as writers whose style is more ‘fly by the seat of their pants’.


    No matter your writing style, crafting believable characters that readers can identify with and root for is an important component of any successful book, and to craft believable characters, a writer must know their characters and know them well.


    This book aids you in that process by presenting questions for you to answer about your characters, from the more mundane like their favorite color to those that ask you to dig a little deeper and examine their innermost thoughts and fears.


    This book can also be a quick ticket out of writer’s block for those times when you might be stuck. Writer’s block sometimes stems from a plot gone wrong, but it can also result from simply not knowing or understanding your characters well enough. What can you do then? Simply open this book, flip to one of the questions, and think hard about your answer. It might just tell you something you didn’t know about your character and provide inspiration for that next scene!


    Good luck getting to know your characters better and happy writing!


     



    Michele Shriver writes women’s fiction and contemporary romance. Her books feature flawed-but-likeable characters in real-life settings. She’s not afraid to break the rules, but never stops believing in happily ever after. Michele counts among her favorite things a good glass of wine, a hockey game, and a sweet and sexy book boyfriend, not necessarily in that order.

  





  
    PREFACE


    Have you ever wanted ...


    
      	To create unforgettable characters? The kind readers talk about well after the book is finished?


      	Your characters to jump off the page and tell you what they like and dislike?


      	To make your characters multi-dimensional, complicated, deeper, and larger than life?


      	Create compelling quirks, flaws, and internal conflicts to differentiate your characters?


      	To keep your story from being predictable by having your character surprise you and your reader?


      	To hear readers tell you they walked with your characters, lived, loved, and felt every emotion your character experienced?


      	To have an ongoing relationship with your characters so you can keep them consistent if writing a series?

    


    366 Ways to Know Your Character is the right workbook for you. Whether you’re developing your character before writing, or working it out as you’re writing, answering the daily questions can stimulate your characters to surprise and shock you as well as take your story in directions you might not have expected.


    Each question is designed to draw you deeper into your character’s psyche. It doesn’t matter whether the answer jumps out at you or that you must painfully dig it out. Either way, you will win new insights into your characters until they feel and act like real people.

  






    DEDICATION


     



    To the members of my


    Romance In A Month


    Writing Group:


    You make each day of writing


    a joyous one.


    Thanks for coming on


    this journey with me.

  


  
    INTRODUCTION


    366 Ways to Know Your Character is a workbook for the Romance In A Month method I devised to brainstorm and write a romance in a month’s time. So far, many participants have written and published several stories in six month’s time by following the process The mean time from writing to release is two to three months, giving time for revision and editing.


    One of the key elements of Romance In A Month is the Daily Character Prompt which is posted every day. Participants answer the question in the thread and have fun discussing their answers with others. The writers in the group may already be writing their story or thinking about their plot. Maybe they know the answer immediately or have to think about it. The Daily Character Prompt has gotten rave reviews and many of the group members look forward to it. Their characters have oftentimes surprised them with an answer and they were able to put the answer into their story. In other cases, a completely new plotline opened up after answering the prompt.


    The writers in my original Romance In A Month class have asked for a compilation of prompts, hence this book. Obviously I did not have 366 prompts while running the month long classes, but I put my creative cap on and made up enough questions to fill in an entire year plus leap day.


    I hope you’ll enjoy answering these questions to deepen and get to know your characters.


     



    How to Use This Book


    The print version of this book is a workbook. I have purposely given room so you can jot down your notes. You can also reuse the prompt for many novels, writing your character’s name and the answer. After you are finished or have filled up the pages, this workbook would serve as a memory book for you to look back on your characters.


    Please do not feel you have to use all 366 prompts for every character! To preserve the serendipity of discovering something unexpected from your character, I suggest going to today’s date and filling it in for each day you are writing. Or close your eyes and pick a question at random.


    The prompts alternate between using “he” and “she,” however each question can apply to either gender. They are also aimed at romance, although can be adapted to any genre. Feel free to adapt and change the questions to fit your needs.


    This book is for you to use any way you choose. My hope for you is that it will add another dimension to your writing and help you create fully formed characters who are memorable and intriguing.


    Feel free to use these prompts in your own writing group. Please check out my book, Romance In A Month: guide to writing a romance in 30 days for information about structuring your group or class, or join mine by looking me up in Facebook.


    I’d love to hear from you.


    Email me at ayala.rachelle@gmail.com with questions, suggestions, or just to share.


    Happy Writing!


    Your friend, Rachelle Ayala

  






    JANUARY


    [image: ]


    January 1


    Jot down your character’s New Year’s Resolution List.


    January 2


    What is the first resolution your character breaks?


    January 3


    What kind of lover does your character dream about? Why? What is her current lover like?


    January 4


    Does your character have a deep, dark secret? What is it, and why does he not want anyone to know? Does he blame himself or someone else?


    January 5


    What is your character’s favorite dessert? How often does she have it?


    January 6


    Who was your character’s last relationship? How did they breakup? Are they still in touch?


    January 7


    What is the most embarrassing thing to happen to your character? How does it affect him today?


    January 8


    If your character could live anywhere in the world, where would it be and why?


    January 9


    What kind of person (type, occupation, age, characteristic) would your character refuse to date? Why?


    January 10


    What is the charity or cause your character supports? How active is she involved?


    January 11


    What disgusts your character?


    January 12


    What keeps your character up at night?


    January 13


    If your character won the lottery, what would he do?


    January 14


    Your character has met the person she thinks is the love of her life. Where is she and what is she going to do?


    January 15


    What does your character think is his best trait?


    January 16


    What dream does your character wish would come true? Is she doing anything about it or just wishing?
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