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	      Sky Knights: Evolution of Air Combat 

Conversational Edition 

By Dave Carter, Captain, USAF (Ret) 

 

Dedication 

 

I dedicate this book to all the many fathers, husbands, brothers, uncles, and nephews of all branches of the armed forces who have gone to war without hesitation nor asking why, but did it for duty, honor, and country.  

This book honors all the military pilots from all branches of the armed forces who have engaged the enemy in aerial combat (dog fighting) in whatever war or wars they fought in to keep our country free and still make the United States the home of the brave.  

Finally, this book honors those “SkyKnights” who, at one point in their life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States of America, for an amount of up to and including my life.'"  I will always be indebted to those aviators who paid the ultimate sacrifice when called to defend our country and my promise that their sacrifice will always be remembered, always cherished, and never forgotten. 

 

Copyright Page © 2025 by Dave Carter All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without prior written permission of the publisher. 

Red Tail Aviation Press 

www.redtailaviationpress.com 

Printed in the United States of America 

 

Abstract

 

This study traces the evolution of military air combat from World War I to the present. Examining how technology, training, and doctrine shaped tactics and determined outcomes, it highlights key aircraft, landmark conflicts, and the growth of air power theory, emphasizing the interplay between innovation and operational art.
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DAVE CARTER

Sky Knights: Evolution of Air Combat
delivers the stories, machines;and pilots
that shaped history—from canvas wings
over the trenches to supersonic jets and
stealth missions. With clarity and passion,
veteran historian Dave Carter dives into
the world of dogfights, daring innovations,
and the fearless aviators who never came
home.





