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Miserable, cold grey rain falls in steady sheets as they plod through the dark trees, the leaves shivering in the wind and spilling even more water onto the two figures sitting on the bench of the cart as the wheels turn slowly in the thick, sucking mud. They have been moving for hours now, the cold rain soaking into their bones as they plod through the trees. It’s been a hellish nightmare of mud, rain and coldness. The dragon sits there, his body steaming.

Kate sits shivering in the seat next to Ember, huddled into herself, her fur slicked to her skin and her whiskers drooping with the weight of the water. She fixes a glare at the dragon as he steams in the cold rain. His internal fire makes him warm and she swallows a whimper, clutching her hands together. The coldness is piercing her fingers and making them ache like never before. But she does not want the Dragon to see her weak, he’s been so kind to her, she doesn’t want to complain. He has given her more in the last few days than she has ever had in the service of Master Peter. She feels safe and connected to the dragon at her side. But this damn rain is making it hard to be appreciative.

She glares at the road in front of them, her body shivering in the cold. She wishes for just a dry spot so she can take her soaked dress off, it hangs on her body, heavy and full of water, dragging at her shoulders and making her neck ache with the effort of keeping her head aloft.
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