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The Dark Shadows Event Diary: Memories of Festivals, Film Screenings, and Fan Events
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Please be advised that the following reports contain plot details about the Dark Shadows series in its entirety, which could generally be perceived as “spoilers.” 
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Introduction
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I attended my first Dark Shadows Festival​[1] in July 2000, and for weeks afterward, I could not shut up about it. 

I had started watching the show two years earlier, in my Freshman year of high school, during one of its runs on the Sci-Fi Channel. I tuned in just after Barnabas had dispatched Jason McGuire and Maggie had escaped from Windcliff. Gradually, I became more and more fascinated until, by the time the show shifted to 1795, I was hooked. However, I didn't personally know anyone else who liked Dark Shadows, so I couldn’t discuss the series or share my enthusiasm with people who would be receptive to it.

Hence, when my mother told me in early spring of 2000 that there would be a convention at the LAX Marriott near to where we lived, I was elated. I’d finally get to meet other fans face-to-face! I would also get to meet the actors I’d been watching for so long. The three-day event moved like a dream. I was starstruck by glimpsing familiar people like John Karlen and David Selby, and even people like Chris Pennock, whom I hadn’t yet seen on Dark Shadows, but whom I recognized from behind-the-scenes video interviews. Marie Wallace and John Karlen were particularly friendly when I finally spoke with them after reaching the front of the lengthy autograph line. My mother and I had stood for several hours awaiting our turn. I read Catcher in the Rye, assigned summer reading, while we slowly edged toward the tables where the actors were seated. I couldn't stand that book, yet I've always had fond memories of it because I’ve associated it with that first Festival. 

Even better than meeting the actors was the chance to be around real, live DS fans. Though I was too shy to engage anyone in conversation—after all, why would anyone want to chat with a dumb kid like me?—I eavesdropped on questions over particular storylines, complaints about certain performances, and jokes about favorite bloopers. These people were saying the same things I had been thinking while watching the show. Our shared culture was also evident in the ballroom, where fan-made videos setting scenes from the show to relevant pop music or filmed skits of fans acting out their own interpretations of the show played, and on stage where the Collinsport Players, the amateur acting troupe, presented “The Spy Who Bit Me, featuring Austin Powers, Jeb, Carolyn, Julia, Adam, and many, many inside jokes. When Louis Edmonds took the stage during Saturday's cast reunion (in what turned out to be his final Festival appearance, I felt compelled to stand and applaud—and saw everyone around me doing the same thing. We were in tune with one another! 

When my father came to pick us up from the hotel each night, I would repeat back to him all the stories the actors had told during their question and answer sessions. Over the following weeks, when relatives would ask how my summer was going, I’d rehash for them what my experience at the Festival had been like. Even when I tried out for a game show the week after the Festival, when each potential contestant had to say something interesting about themselves, I proudly announced that I had just attended my first Dark Shadows Festival. What could be more exciting than that?

I’d had so much fun that I begged my parents to take me to New York for the 2001 Festival; I couldn’t wait two more years for my next fix.​[2] They finally agreed. It became a family vacation with trips to Rockefeller Center, Little Italy, and Chinatown, as well as the 2 1/2 days spent parked in the ballroom of the World Trade Center Marriott. It was a vacation that would take on sepia tones the following month after the World Trade Center and the adjacent hotel were destroyed. 

This time, when I came back from the Festival, I didn't want to just talk about the convention. I wanted to do something else to preserve it. So, shortly upon returning home, I started typing up my memories of everything that had happened: what the actors had said and done, what videos we had watched, what performances have been in the fan Costume Gala. I shared my report on the various Internet mailing lists and message boards to which I belonged. Back then, Yahoo had a number of very active lists, including Dark Shadows and Barnabas_Quentin. Hotmail had themed message boards, including several for Dark Shadows. Sci-Fi Channel had its own dedicated message boards where people discussed the daily episodes and shared fan fiction. Some individual fans also ran their own message boards from private sites. To my surprise, people from these various forums responded favorably to my report. Those who had also attended the convention thanked me for jogging their own memories or for filling in blanks where they had missed an event, and those who were unable to go at all said that my writing made them feel as if they were actually there. It was very rewarding feedback. 

And that's how the tradition of the “Fest Report” was born. For years afterward, within a few days of my return home, I would write a recap from memory of what I had experienced at each Festival. After a couple of years, I started to bring a handheld tape recorder with me to get my memories down while they were as fresh as possible.  

I attended the Dark Shadows Festival in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2016, and the more truncated gatherings in 2012 and 2014. I also attended other special events, some sponsored by the Dark Shadows Festival and some not, including the COLLINS Association’s Halloweenanthon in 2002, the Dark Shadows Halloween at the Vista Theatre in 2006, the Dark Shadows Island Weekend in San Diego in 2013, and the Friends of the 1991 Dark Shadows Cast Reunion in 2013. Because I lived in the LA area, I was also positioned to sometimes see DS cast members in other venues. Christopher Pennock and David Selby regularly performed live theater within the greater Los Angeles area. Lara Parker, who developed a subsequent career as an author, occasionally held book signings in local stores, libraries, and even at the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books. Whenever I attended an event, I wrote something about it.

As time passed and I transitioned from being a student with summers free to being an adult in the workforce full-time, I had less opportunity to write the detailed reports for which I had originally been known. Also, as the Festivals introduced more video programming in place of live appearances, I had less to say about the conventions. Finally, as other attendees began to share their own event reports, my write-ups felt redundant. I went into semi-retirement, writing shorter and more general summaries of the events. (When reviewing my reports for this book, I was greatly surprised to find that I didn't write a report of the 2010 Festival in Burbank at all).​[3] 

The last time a traditional, multiday gathering with Dark Shadows cast and crew in attendance and fan participation took place was in 2016. But we fans hold out constant hope for another Festival someday. That hope grows fainter as time passes. Just within the past four years, several stalwart attendees have passed away: Diana Millay, Robert Rodan, Chris Pennock, Robert Cobert, John Karlen, and most recently, Lara Parker. We also lost two of our most dedicated Festival volunteers: Ann Wilson and Marcy Robin.

From time to time, I'll reminisce with my long-term friends about the old days—the anticipation that would build throughout the year until the summer, and the exciting times (and occasional side trips we took) when we were able to get together at the Festival again. I also talk with my newer friends, who either only recently discovered DS and didn't know about the Festivals or couldn't travel to them when they were still regularly ongoing. They lament all that they missed, including the favorite actors they didn’t get to meet. To fill the nostalgia for what once was and the void for what never was, I have decided to collect and share all of my Dark Shadows event reports from over a 20-year period. 

Unfortunately, many of the sites where I used to post no longer exist. Sci-Fi Channel eventually took down its boards after discontinuing Dark Shadows in late 2003. The Yahoo lists completely folded in 2019. Other fan-run boards disappeared as the host sites went out of business. (They say that whatever you put on the Internet will be there forever, but somehow that doesn't seem to apply to things you actually want to save). Luckily, one site has withstood the test of time. The Dark Shadows Forums (www.dsboards.com) has existed in its current form since February 2002. This is an incomparable treasure trove of information and fan discussion, a time capsule of what was happening in DS fandom at any particular point in time. I was able to retrieve nearly all of my original reports from the Dark Shadows Forums site. I offer my deepest gratitude to Midnite and Mysterious Benefactor for keeping the flame burning all these years. 

I also thank Walter Ian Kaye for helping me rescue my 2001 Fest Report from the void of Facebook where I had reposted it after the Yahoo lists shut down. 

Allow me to stress that these reports were written from my memory, sometimes several days after the fact. Memory is fallible. If you were to watch a video of one of the conventions and compare it to my report, the dialogue wouldn’t match exactly. Questions wouldn’t necessarily follow one another in the precise order that I listed. A question that I reported was asked at the cast reunion panel might actually have come up during an actor's one-on-one Q&A at a different time during that weekend. I never intended my reports to be a complete, historic record of everything that was actually said, word for word, and done, gesture for gesture, and I have never pretended that this was the case. When posting online, I always prefaced each report with a disclaimer that my account might not be entirely correct and I invited other fans to redress any errors or add their own details. Nevertheless, I made a sincere effort to capture the substance and cadence of what was said and to evoke the atmosphere that I experienced. These reports were created for entertainment and should be treated as such.

The book is organized in chronological order. However, it's possible to read the reports in any order and jump around from event to event. Wherever I discuss a pertinent incident that relates to a different event occurring at another point of time, I include a footnote so the reader can locate the additional material. 

For me, the creativity of the fans has always been a highlight of the Festival experience. In the Appendices of the book, I’ve included both the song lyrics I wrote for the fan Costume Gala events and the available videos of the Collinsport Players skits.

Within my Fest reports, I primarily refer to other fans by the handles they used on the Internet sites where I was posting. In cases where I cite an actual name, that person was either mentioned in the Fest program (e.g., the cast members of the Collinsport Players) or someone publicly introduced them (e.g., Marcy Robin announced a performer’s name during the Costume Gala, or a fan introduced himself during a Q&A panel).

I chose not to edit my original Fest reports, except to remove references specific to internal discussion on the Dark Shadows Forums and to correct spelling or typographical errors. I wanted to preserve the original style to show how my writing evolved from my first report, written at age 17, to the present. Where pertinent, I've added footnotes to correct or expand on certain details and to cross-reference other reports. 

Revisiting the various Dark Shadows events by rereading my old reports has been very fulfilling. It's allowed me to vicariously revisit old friends and to hear again from the actors and personnel who are no longer with us. I hope that readers will also find my reports to be entertaining and informative. I hope they will come away with a sense of what the conventions used to be like. 

Who knows? Perhaps these memoirs can also serve as a guide to launch a new event in the future.
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2001 Dark Shadows Festival (New York City, NY)
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Day 1: Friday, August 17, 2001

Richard Halpern (a member of the Collinsport Players thespian group that does skits every year, and the grown-up in the 'Baby Dark Shadows' fan videos) was the emcee this year, a very funny and lively man whom I think did a wonderful job throughout the weekend. After making the greetings, repeating that Donna McKechnie and Nancy Barrett couldn't attend, and announcing that James Storm had an emergency at home in California and Lisa Richards was doing a play so neither of them would be attending, the videos started playing. 

We saw a taped interview with Alexandra Moltke. She mentioned that she had never been especially fond of her Victoria Winters character. Her reasoning was something to the effect of, "She wasn't 'stupid', but she seemed to have something missing upstairs, because these terrible things kept happening to her and she never seemed to learn her lesson. She continued to go off by herself , and of course someone would get her." Alexandra shared memories of her co-stars, mentioning that she and Nancy Barrett had been best friends. ("She was a bridesmaid at my wedding. She's a lovely person with a lovely sense of humor, and we were very close. In fact, one of the most difficult things about doing the show was when Carolyn was mean to Vicki, because then she would have to yell at me, and even though we were only acting, it still hurt.") She went on to say that Clarice Blackburn was the actress that she admired most because she was so professional and took her role so seriously. ("She would never break up during a scene; the rest of us could be rolling on the floor laughing, but she would remain calm.") She mentioned how she felt it was a shame that, talented as they were, neither Clarice nor Thayer David ever had the recognition they deserved. 

When asked about her favorite blooper, she related an anecdote about filming a scene in 1795. Vicki was in prison waiting to be hanged, and Roger Davis's Peter Bradford had just received a message as to whether or not she had gotten a reprieve. Her line was, "What does it (the message) say?" He handed her the message and said, "It doesn't say anything." Alexandra admitted that she had been a little fuzzy on her lines and the message was no help because the prop woman had only scribbled on it instead of writing an actual decree. "So, he was right, it didn't say anything, and for some reason, that struck me as incredibly funny." This was after several long days of rehearsal, and the stress had finally gotten to her. "I burst out laughing and I couldn't stop. We had to stop filming and do the scene over again, which was a big no-no because it was so expensive to do. I got in trouble for that one." She also mentioned that she was good at memorizing her lines for a 24-hour period, long enough to film her scenes and move on to the next script, but "the trouble came when they made changes or deleted lines. Whenever that happened, everything would go right out of my head and I'd be lost."

After watching the interview, we saw part of "The Resurrection of Barnabas Collins" tape—the portion that had clips from and an announcer's summary of the 1966-'67 pre-Barnabas episodes. Then, we watched a tape of some of Louis Edmonds's work outside of DS. We saw an interview he had taped from the year before for Sci-Fi Channel, (it was for a documentary that never aired​[4]), a clip of him from a spy movie (dubbed in Spanish) that he had made just before taking on the role of Roger Collins, an interview he had done in his Langley days on "All My Children" along with a clip of him in that role, and clips of him performing two songs (one, a blues song he had written himself, the other, "Nobody Cares About Langley") and a dance. (He had such a marvelous voice! I never realized how many talents the late Mr. Edmonds had outside of his work on DS. It was clear from the various interviews that he was a very warm, charming, and fun man—quite unlike Roger or Joshua!) 

After the video segments, Kathryn Leigh Scott came out and shared her memory of the time Louis had started to change out of his costume before taping of an episode ended, not realizing that he had one more scene to do. He had to rush back downstairs and film Roger's last lines at the mantel from the waist up with nothing more than a blazer coat, shorts, socks, and a glass of 'brandy'. 

Then, we had a mini-reunion. Lara Parker, John Karlen, Christopher Pennock, Marie Wallace, and Denise Nickerson came on-stage to answer questions and share their memories of Louis Edmonds. Lara Parker said that his favorite scene on the show was when he got turned into a cat (1795; Joshua.) Marie Wallace talked about how close she and Louis had grown while attending all of the Festivals and how delighted she was when he invited her to his estate, The Rookery. It was this first visit that inspired her to become a photographer (she took pictures of the flowers in his garden.) She also spoke about how much she loved his voice, even doing an imitation of it. Then, John Karlen started to talk, and he ended up changing the subject. That session got very wild. John and Christopher are really very hyper guys. 

At one point, John Karlen got in a debate with a fan from the audience about which was the highest point of elevation in New York. Someone had asked about when John lived in New York during the time the show was on, and when John proudly boasted that he had been born in the area of New York's highest elevation, (I can't remember where he said it was) another fan sitting near the stage, Charles Ellis, jumped up and corrected him, claiming that the highest point of elevation was actually in Staten Island—where he had been born. John even called him up to the stage and they went back and forth about it. Charles promised to bring back proof the next day. (Incidentally, Charles was right. John told him jokingly, "I never considered Staten Island a part of New York anyway.") 

One fan asked Lara if she would write a sequel to Angelique's Descent. She answered that she was currently working on the new book, and had a deal with Tor Books rather than with Harper Collins. Another fan asked her whether the rumors that she would either join the cast of "Passions" or "Port Charles" were true. Lara said no, they weren't true, but she had submitted a script to James Reilly for "Passions," and she would like to guest on one of the soaps if they should ask her. (Later in the weekend she said she had submitted a script to "Port Charles"; I don't know if this was a mistake on her part or if she sent scripts to both shows). 

An elderly man came up to the microphone with a question for John Karlen. "I've noticed that you've gotten much bigger since your days on "Dark Shadows," not only in your career but in size too. Are you on any kind of special diet?" I was stunned and the people around me in the audience were visibly horrified, too. John handled himself very well. "No, I'm getting ready for my next role; have you ever heard of Santa Claus?" "If you're going to be Santa Claus," the man replied, "I'll be one of your elves." That was the most unkind question I've ever heard a fan ask at one of these events, and I thought it was in very bad taste. To his credit, John Karlen didn't seem to take it too badly. He spoke politely to the man, but I'm sure the comment must have stung. Later, another woman who came up to the microphone mentioned that when she was a young girl waiting outside the studio for autographs, Jonathan Frid once pointed Karlen out and said, "There goes one of our best actors!" I hope that was able to reverse some of the damage. 

A little girl, about 8 years old I think, posed a very good question: "Were any of you ever jealous of the other person's part?" "You mean, jealous of all the fan mail?" Christopher Pennock asked jokingly. "Like David Selby's cart loads of letters? 'Oh, here's your fan mail, Chris,' and it's only one letter, one fan." Lara said that she wanted to be Josette and play the ingenue. "People kept coming up to me saying, 'Stop crying. You're the heavy; you're the villain.'" 

Toward the end of the Q&A, a man in a hat stepped up to the mike and said, "I have a comment to make to Denise Nickerson. Do you remember a couple of years ago when one of Michael Stroka's hats was up for auction, and you were upset because I beat you to it? You asked me if you could wear the hat the next time I came to the Fest. Well, (takes off the hat) it's right here and anytime you want this weekend..." She jumped out of her seat, smiling and looking so excited. "Can I wear it right now?" The man brought the hat up to her and she mentioned that there was a scarf that had gone with it. The man's wife was also in the audience and she brought Denise the scarf. She looked so happy in that scarf and hat, and wore them for the rest of the Q&A session. 

When that panel ended and people began lining up for autographs, a clip ran from "A Darkness at Blaisedon" featuring the portrait of Louis that was up for auction, followed by a montage of Louis Edmonds's DS scenes: Joshua and Barnabas, Daniel and Gabriel, Brutus, Catherine, and Bramwell, etc. Then there were a few 'media highlights.' One was some coverage of the House of Dark Shadows screening at the Vista Theatre last October, the other was an interview with David Selby about his book of poetry. (I'd never heard of the network that did the interview, Oasis TV.) The night closed with a screening of "horror classics." I stayed though the first transformation scene of The Wolfman and then called it a night and went up to my room. 

––––––––
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Day 2: Saturday, August 18, 2001

I went down early so I could be sure to get a good seat and perhaps meet some people that I knew on-line face-to-face. Marcy Robin (Shadowgram editor) was supposed to open the day with an information panel, but she was running late because of a long-distance phone call she received just as she was on her way out, so the Fest organizers showed fan videos to pass the time until she arrived. (Unfortunately, they didn't show mine.) Two were music videos (Cyndi Lauper's "Girls Just Wanna Have Fun" featuring Carolyn Stoddard, and The Beatles' "And I Love Her" focusing on Barnabas and Josette in 1795) and one was a Baby Dark Shadows skit of Richard Halpern and the children acting out scenes from 1897. (Hilarious!) 

Finally, Marcy arrived and filled everyone in on some of the more recent DS events (the Museum of Television and Radio's Paley Festival salute to DS in March​[5], the House of Dark Shadows screening at the Vista Theatre in October) and took questions from the audience (mostly "where are they now's" about some of the more reclusive actors—e.g., David Henesy, Don Briscoe, Humbert Allen Astredo.) According to her current info., Sci-Fi does plan to run "DS" into 2002, so let's all keep our fingers crossed for the best. 

When her panel concluded, it was announced that we would see part of "A Darkness at Blaisedon," (to promote the portrait) but as it happened, we ended up watching the whole thing. It wasn't a bad show. Though it certainly resembled "Dark Shadows" in certain plot elements, I thought it was eerier and contained more action and thrills. 

We then watched an episode of "The Dating Game." In the first round, Madeline Sherwood ("The Flying Nun") was up to select a date, and in the second round, Michael Stroka was on as one of the bachelors. He was up against singer Lou Christie ("Lightnin' Strikes") and an aspiring actor whose name I didn't catch (and who I thought was somewhat on the obnoxious side.) The girl picked Lou. I think they were to go skiing in Austria. There was also a "Dating Game" episode with Joan Bennett that we were scheduled to see, but Richard told us they didn't have it available (they did eventually show it later on.) So, we watched "What's My Line?" with Alex Stevens instead. 

Soupy Sales, Carole Shelley, and Arlene Francis were among the celebrities trying to guess the various contestants' jobs. The first subject was a woman who put cherries on cupcakes as they came down the conveyor belt. (Like Lucy and the chocolates?) After her line was revealed, everyone on the celebrity panel actually got the experience of icing and cherry-ing cupcakes, as there was a special table set up just for the occasion. At this point, Richard announced that they would simply fast-forward the episode to the proper part. 

All the celebrities were blindfolded as Alex Stevens came out in full werewolf make-up. First, he slipped a 'paw' around the door frame, and then stuck his head in and looked around. He went to the blackboard and wrote down his name, "Wolfman" in squiggly print. Then, he sat down and proceeded to rasp 'yes' and 'no' to the panelists' questions. ("Are you known for your work in television or the movies?" "Yes." "Do you have your own TV show?" "No." "Were you also ever in a musical?" "No." "Are you in a costume of some sort?" "Yes." "Are you Santa Claus?" "No." "Is it a scary costume?" "Yes." "Are you one of the stars of the TV show?" Brief pause—"Yes." Here, the host interjected—"I don't want to disagree too strongly with our guest, but he isn't exactly one of the major stars.") Carole Shelley caught on first. "Oh! You're one of the people on 'Dark Shadows!'" "Which one?" "Oh, oh, that Frid character!" "No." The host finally told them to take off their blindfolds and introduced Alex Stevens. After he took off his make-

up, (it took about 3 hours to get it on, and 3 minutes to get it off) we saw clips of some of his stunts. (He jumped from the roof of a very tall building and rolled out the door of a moving car.) We never did get to see the "What's My Line?" with Jonathan Frid that was advertised on the schedule. 

Roger Davis came out on-stage next, and I slipped out to the dealer room, so I don't know what he talked about. When I came back, KLS​[6] was up sharing anecdotes from her latest book, Dark Shadows Memories. She mentioned a time she went to Italy to visit her boyfriend, Ben Martin. Joel Crothers came along, and caused a stir among people on the plane. ("They thought Maggie and Joe were eloping!") She spoke warmly of Joel, mentioning what a good and valued friend he was. She also spoke about her days as a bunny in the Playboy Club, and mentioned some of the other books available through Pomegranate Press.

The charity auction followed. I don't remember prices, but I do remember some of the items: a Marilyn Ross novelization of HoDS​[7]; a postcard from Alexandra Moltke to John Karlen re: the Museum of TV & Radio ("For you, John, I'll be there!") complete with "distinctive signature" and stamp; a tie belonging to Michael Stroka; a framed copy of the "Edge of Night" logo signed by the cast (also one of Michael Stroka's former belongings); a set of tapes that Marie Wallace had recorded for the blind; (I don't remember what the name of the book was) a "rare" signature from Dan Curtis; a program from the Museum of TV & Radio's Paley Festival with one page devoted to "Dark Shadows" (it sold for $30, which I thought was rather high since it didn't even have any signatures;) a copy of KLS's My Scrapbook Memories of Dark Shadows (now out of print); and a poster replica of the NoDS​[8] portrait of Angelique. The main item, the 

portrait of Louis Edmonds as Nicholas Blaise, sold for $3,100. The man who bought it had also purchased the 1795 portrait of Angelique a few years before.

James Storm wasn't present as scheduled, so David Selby came up to read his poetry. The poem called "Head Shot" about the tribulations of an actor trying to get that perfect shot that doesn't exist was very amusing. During the short Q&A session that followed the reading, a young girl of about 10 years came to the microphone and confessed that she had a crush on David. He was so touched that he invited her on-stage so he could give her a kiss. When the girl came up he asked her, "Did your mother watch the show?" She replied, "Yes, when she was about my age." David laughed, spinning around the stage. "Did your grandmother watch the show?" Another 'Yes' and more laughter. When he had calmed down David picked the girl up and gave her a kiss on the cheek before sending her back to her seat. Then it was time for the big cast reunion. 

Each star introduced the one who followed. David announced Lara Parker's arrival, she announced John Karlen, and he announced KLS. When she came up to take the mike from him, she told everyone, "I'm going to show you all how to kiss Willie Loomis!" They shared a long on-stage kiss, and then Roger Davis took the mike. He complimented the ladies on how well they looked, then it was Donna Wandrey's turn to take the stage. She called attention to John Karlen's wardrobe. "Doesn't he look nice in long pants? It's taken me years to get him out of shorts and a T-shirt. Now if only I could convince him to wear a tie..." Marie Wallace and Denise Nickerson came on-stage. (They played the Oompa loompa song from Willy Wonka in the background when Denise walked in.) Christopher Pennock slipped in a little later, and Diana Millay didn't show up until Sunday evening. 

People started lining up at the mike for the Q&A almost immediately. I can only remember a few of the questions and comments. Someone asked Lara Parker about her new book, and she shared some of the plot points. (It picks up where Angelique's Descent left off with a flashback to the Salem witch trials, Miranda, and Judah Zachary. Also, David Collins will have a major role to play, and will become involved in his first romance.) She also addressed the "Passions" rumors again. 

Someone else asked why the show had to end after only five years when it was so much better than other soaps that ran for twenty or thirty years. "Well," John began, "the show was all about Barnabas, and—actually it was about David Selby too—and because Barnabas was so important—and Lara, it was about Lara too. My point is that Jonathan Frid wanted—all right, the show was about Kathryn too—but he wanted to do other things—OK, Roger Davis was important too." Roger added that the writers had run out of things for Barnabas to bite and seemed to be repeating the same plot lines. Kathryn took the mike and explained that Dan Curtis had wanted to branch into other things, and that was why the show had ended when it did. While KLS was talking, John Karlen inexplicably started kissing her hand and her arm. She didn't seem to mind. 

Another fan asked the panel which time period was their favorite. Lara said 1795. Marie said that she never knew what time it was. Denise answered, "Anytime I didn't have to wear those darn old clothes!" 

One woman told John that she thought he was one of the most talented actors she had ever seen, and politely added that he looked well and seemed to have slimmed down since the last Fest. "No, sweetheart, it's just a longer shirt," he answered drolly. 

Someone asked what a Leviathan was supposed to look like. "I didn't even know what they were," Marie said. "I just learned my lines and said them, but I never knew what was going on during the show." (She actually remembered more about the show than she pretended to, as it turned out later in the weekend.) Chris offered to draw the fan a picture if he came over to the dealer's table later on.

A fan asked David if there would be a "Falcon Crest" reunion movie in the near future. He said he wasn't aware of one. The fan then asked John if we would see a "Cagney and Lacey" reunion movie. John said we wouldn't because "Tyne Daly, Sharon Gless, and I won't fit on the screen." 

A question came up about whether the cast had played tricks on one another during rehearsals or taping. Lara admitted that people would sometimes find rude notes stuffed in drawers. KLS told us that someone had once short-sheeted Maggie's bed. Roger Davis confided that Addison Powell had a hard time learning his lines so he scribbled them on little notes and posted them around the set. "I used to cover them up with my hand," he shared gleefully. John mentioned a large doll that used to find its way into various dressing rooms and every so often into one of the coffins. Roger also made an obscure reference to David Selby. "He had his pockets stuffed with Vienna sausages and cans of Spam. Every time one of us tried to ask him a question, he'd hand us some Spam or some sausages." (I'm not sure what that was all about. David didn't respond and Roger said later that he'd been kidding.) A young boy asked David Selby about his characterization of 1995 Quentin. 

Finally, Richard announced that they would have to end the session. Several people were still lined up at the mike, and Roger Davis generously pointed out that one of the main reasons the fans came to the Fests was to talk to the actors and ask questions, and that they would gladly stay until everyone in line had the chance to ask their questions. "We'll stay up here all night if we have to. Would you like that?" Loud applause. Richard did some quick conferring with Jim Pierson and with the actors, and unfortunately, Roger was vetoed. I thought it was a very nice gesture on his part, though. 

My family and I left to eat dinner, and when we returned, a series of clips from the 1991 DS revival series, which I never saw, was playing. (I am generally inherently opposed to remakes and sequels of any kind, but I must admit that what I saw from the clips was very impressive!) This was followed by a series of highlights (by date) from the original show: Vicki's arrival at Collinwood, Josette's ghost's first appearance, Laura and David in a climactic scene from later in the current storyline​[9], Willie opening the coffin, Barnabas's arrival at Collinwood, the first color episode, and the final episode (1841 PT.) We also got to see part of the "Sci-Luv" fan documentary that the Sci-Fi Channel had prepared on DS (never yet been aired.) The portion we saw focused on a fan named Lynn who wanted her boyfriend to get a pair of fangs. This was intercut with some Freudian speculation about the allure of "the bite." Then, as we waited for the Collinsport Players to prepare for their skit, we finally were able to see Joan Bennett's "Dating Game" episode. She was very lovely and elegant as always, and I enjoyed watching the show, but it felt strange to me nevertheless. I just cannot imagine Elizabeth Collins Stoddard saying to three strange bachelors such things as, "I collect hands; describe yours to me." and "If you and I were to star in a movie together, what would it be called?" There was a little rivalry between Bachelors #1 and #3, and Bachelor #3 kept "plugging" Bachelor #1. This amused Joan for some reason, and she chose Bachelor #3. Their date was at the racetrack. 

Finally, the Collinsport Players performed their skit with the aid of John Karlen, Chris Pennock, and Lara Parker. (The men both had their scripts with them, so I assume they weren't given time to rehearse, which isn't really fair.) It was a DS/Austin Powers cross-over called "The Spy Who Bit Me." You really had to be there in order to fully appreciate it. They'd performed the same skit last year, and I think it went more smoothly then, but it was still very funny and enjoyable to watch. Austin Powers (emcee Richard Halpern) was transported through time and space to a locked coffin in the Collins mausoleum, courtesy of Dr. Evil, only to be released by Willie Loomis (John Karlen.) During the course of the skit, he also encountered Carolyn, Jeb, (Christopher Pennock) Roger, Adam, Mrs. Johnson, Julia, Mrs. Evil, (Lara Parker) her daughter, (Lara's real daughter, Caitlin Hawkins) and Peter Bradford/Jeff Clark.

The skit led into the Costume Gala/talent show. There were a couple of performing Pansy Fayes, a little girl as Angelique, a Countess Nathalie DuPres, a Lady Kitty Hampshire, an Adam, a man in 1840 dress, a little boy dressed as Barnabas who gave us his best "Willie!" shout, an adult dressed as Barnabas, a man who performed the 1840 scene between Gabriel and Daniel where Gabriel reveals that he can walk (he portrayed both parts), an actor​[10] from the Collinsport Players in drag as Liza Minnelli who did a stand-up about the potential DS musical and sang "Shadows of the Night" and "I Wanna Dance for You," a man who sang a song about the 1970 playroom storyline to the tune of the Mamas and the Papas' "Creeque Alley," ("And 1995 is becoming a reality") and a man in Wolfman make-up who sang a song from Chris Jennings's perspective called "Slave to the Moon" based on REM's "Man on the Moon" ("Julia have you heard about this one, a man named Charles Delaware Tate? Do you think he could paint my portrait, before it's too late? Can you believe I'm still a slave to the moon?") both of which were wonderfully clever and creative! (I'm such a sucker for song parodies!) There were original compositions, too: a song about Angelique's 1840 death and how she and Barnabas really belonged together, and another song about Angelique's days as a servant in Martinique where she summoned people to the fire to join her coven. The Gala closed with another song parody, "When You're Josette, You're Josette" to the tune of West Side Story's "When You're a Jet, You're a Jet" by a woman​[11] portraying Maggie Evans in her days as Barnabas's prisoner. She did a clever little monologue prior to the song during which she wrestled back and forth between her warring identities. ("I'm Maggie Evans. I like strong black coffee. I serve it to everyone I meet. In fact, I force it on them!" Then in a light French accent, "Non! I am Josette. I like tea and crepe suzettes!") Then, all the participants came back on stage to take a bow. I decided to call it a night and returned to my room before the screening of House of Dark Shadows. That was the end of Day 2. 

––––––––
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Day 3: Sunday, August 19, 2001

I got in line bright and early again. When we were allowed inside the ballroom, we discovered that the air conditioner wasn't working. I hadn't noticed at first, but soon I saw people fanning themselves with their programs. We were told that the hotel was working on the problem and it should be fixed shortly, but alas, that wasn't to happen while I was there. Marcy Robin started the day off with another fan information panel. This time, there were more questions about story lines than about actors. Poor Marcy admitted that her cable company didn't carry Sci-Fi, but she did her best—with the help of some of the other fans—to clear up some of the famous inconsistencies. 

After her panel ended, we watched the entire "Sci-Luv" program. In addition to Lynn's story, there was a feature on a blind fan named David Block (who had performed the Gabriel/Daniel one-man show the night before) who had participated in the NY Marathon with Christopher Pennock as his guide. He had been able to identify with Gabriel as a child, David explained, because children at school often picked on him just as Daniel had been cruel to Gabriel. He said he had admired Gabriel because he stood up for himself, not realizing until much later that the character had been a villain. Also featured was a woman named Vicki who had been inspired by the character Angelique to take up witchcraft. She mentioned that one of the things she appreciated about Angelique was that she described her spells in detail as she carried them out, unlike Samantha of "Bewitched," who simply twitched her nose and caused things to happen with no explanation to the audience. Between stories, fans presented memorabilia items to an appraiser on the show. A woman named Bettie had a Dark Shadows Cookbook that she had found at a church rummage sale and had autographed by members of the cast. The autographs raised the value of the book, which was not in mint condition. I don't remember what price was quoted, though I'm tempted to say $40. Another woman name Jocelyn had a Barnabas Collins game (sans plastic skull) that was appraised at around $35-50. The last person to come in for an appraisal was KLS! She had something rather unique: locks of Jonathan Frid's hair. She explained that one day, he was getting a haircut and she had collected the bits of hair that fell on the floor, joking that they would someday be a collector's item. She was hoping to someday auction the hair for charity. It was appraised at between $400-600. There was also a feature called "famous name-ous" where several men—Barnabas Collins, Barnie Collins, and one whose first name was simply Barnabas—talked about how their names had impacted their lives. Barnie Collins shared that when his daughter was growing up, she told her friends at school that her father was Barnabas Collins. "I imagine it made her popular with her classmates. They came over to the house frequently, probably to make sure I was awake during the day." 

We then saw a program from the "United States Steel Hour" featuring Diana Millay and written by Sam Hall (filmed live). It was called "The Secrets of Stella Crozier." Diana portrayed Stella, a conniving boy-crazy, rich girl who manipulates everyone around her. A selection of clips featuring the dearly departed DS actors was shown next. The memorial also included a tribute to Dave Brown, a videographer and Festival regular who passed away earlier this year.

Christopher Pennock read from his latest comic book next. The topic this year was his adventures in training for and participating in the NY Marathon. I won't go into details because I don't want to spoil the plot for anyone who plans to get the comic.

Denise Nickerson came up on stage afterward, dancing to the Oompa loompa music. As no one immediately lined up for the microphone, she began sharing anecdotes from her "DS" days. Yes, she and David Henesy used to smoke in Joan Bennett's dressing room. Her Jungle Gardenia perfume was more than enough to mask the smell of the smoke, but since Joan was a smoker anyway, nobody ever guessed what the kids had been up to. She also mentioned the little restaurant that she and David H. had set up. They used to sell lunches to the cast and crew members for $5, which was a fairly high price, but their customers gladly lined up to pay it. This went on for a couple of weeks until the novelty wore off. 

Soon, the questions started coming. A woman asked Denise about her website and whether she had been prepared for all the e-mail she received. Denise said that she loved getting the e-mail and thought the fan response to her website was wonderful. Another fan asked Denise if anything funny had happened to her lately. Denise grinned and said that would take too long to answer. Someone asked her to share some of her memories of working with Gene Wilder. She told us that the upcoming 30th anniversary DVD of Willy Wonka included interviews with the "kids" where she shared just such stories. She also mentioned that there would be a reunion of the "kids" at the Warner Bros. Store in Times Square on Monday the 27. There was a question about whether DS had already gone off the air when she started making the Willy Wonka movie. She answered 'no.' Someone else asked how Denise had gotten her parts (Amy, Nora, and Violet) "A lot of luck," she replied. She had been up for DS against three other girls, and had been very glad to get the part of Amy. She said she had been too busy in the past to watch the show, but her friends were fans, and were very excited. "My parents had to change our phone number every week because somebody leaked it out—" she scanned the audience with mock suspicion, "maybe it was even one of you—and people kept calling me to ask if I knew Jonathan Frid's number or David Henesy's or David Selby's." As for the part of Violet, "They didn't have anybody else in mind for the part, and as soon as I walked in, it was mine." A man asked her what it was like to be on the set of the chocolate factory. "It was amazing! It was so huge and so beautiful—you really can't get the feel of what it was like to be on the set in Germany just from watching the movie. It's a shame that the camera couldn't capture just how amazing it was." 

Because of time constraints, Richard tried to get Denise off the stage, but there were still five people at the mike. "These people have been waiting patiently to ask questions. That's what they came to the Fest to do. Now, last night, Roger Davis said that we would stay up here until the last questions were asked, and that's what I'm going to do." "Yes, and the other cast members beat him up afterward for saying it," Richard joked. "Notice he's not here today." Still, Denise persisted and won out. "You'll have to ask your questions quickly though," she warned. "They're about to drag me off the stage." The questions were taken and answered, and Denise left peacefully. 

Next, Darren Gross treated us to some of the lost & found NoDS footage. We saw extended scenes of the trampling of Rev. Strack, Angelique and Charles necking in the art studio, Angelique's hanging, Quentin's bedroom attack on Tracy, and footage of a seance that I don't think was originally included in the movie. There was no sound for the seance, and no color either, but it was very impressive and eerie to watch. The camera moved slowly over the faces of the characters (Quentin, Tracy, Claire, and Alex) before moving to the face of Angelique, which materialized super-imposed over the ceiling. At that point, Carlotta burst in, interrupting the seance, and ending the scene. We didn't get to see the rest of the clips that he had brought for us because by that time, the Festivities were almost an hour behind schedule. 

The Collinsport Players performed another skit. This one was called, "I've Got A Secret," and it focused on Julia's attempts to discover the truth about Barnabas while trying to hide a secret of her own. There were many little jokes pertaining to the early episodes. Again, you had to be there in order to truly appreciate the skit. The charity auction followed. Among the items up for grabs this time were: a replica of Josette's music box that played music (it went for at least $170 by my recollections, despite a small loose screw at the bottom); a necktie of Louis Edmonds's from his days as Langley Wallingford; a tie clip of Michael Stroka's; another set of tapes recorded by Marie Wallace; a Christmas card from Jonathan Frid to Louis Edmonds; a set of DS viewfinder cards; an autographed photo of Alexandra Moltke; an un-used ticket from the HoDS Vista Theatre screening; a hard-back copy of Dark Shadows Resurrected autographed by Dan Curtis; a kinescope print of a DS episode dubbed en espanol, "Sombres Tenebrosas, the adventures of Barnabas and Julia (HOO-lia) at Collinswood."; a HoDS video; a videocassette of the John Karlen film Daughters of Darkness; an original DS prop, Angelique's Book of Spells, (was this from 1970PT?) in actuality a paperback version of Satan's bible with the new cover glued on; another copy of Josette's music box, though this one was only a shell and played no music.

Following the auction, Marie Wallace and Donna Wandrey took the stage ("It's the Donna and Marie Show!" joked Richard.) Marie said that though she and Donna had never worked together on DS, they had become friends through the Festivals and the other things they had in common. "We have the same agent, and we go to many of the same auditions." One of the fans brought up another similarity. "You both portrayed vampires on the show. Can you tell us a little bit about what that was like?" Donna mentioned that it was hard for her to lie still in the closed coffin. ("I kept wondering how long I could last before I kicked the lid off.) Marie answered that she wasn't a vampire for very long, and spoke about how the fangs made it impossible to speak and so the actors had to pop them in while the camera was focusing away from them. 

Another fan asked Marie what her favorite role on the show was, and she answered Jenny, because that character was complex and sympathetic. ("What did she always used to say? 'My babies! My babies!'") Here, Marie demonstrated that she remembered more about the show than she claimed to. "Why was it," she asked, "that Jenny and Magda were sisters, and Magda and Sandor had thick Gypsy accents (she said this in her own version of a thick Gypsy accent) but Jenny spoke in a normal voice?" A couple of the fans reminded her that Jenny had tried to divorce herself from her Gypsy roots, but that still didn't completely explain the voice discrepancy. ("Maybe they had different mothers?" she suggested.) She also shared one of her favorite lines as Eve. "I was standing at the window watching Peter Bradford down below because I was so in love with him, and Adam said, 'Eve, get away from that window!' I told him, 'You may tell me what to do, but you may not tell me how I am to look.' Poor, Adam," she added. "All he wanted was a bride—do you remember?" Here, she stood up and stomped in place, imitating Adam's stiff walk. "'I want my mate, I want my mate'—and then when I finally showed up, I hated him on sight." Marie was really very good at her impersonations, and very funny. 

One man asked Donna, "How did you feel when you were standing in the doorway to parallel time and the flames were surrounding you and cutting you off from Barnabas?" "I felt like I had better start looking for a new job," Donna answered. "Everybody told me, 'Don't worry, you'll be flitting around soon as a ghost. You'll come back somehow.' but we were talking about coming back from another time, not just coming back from the dead." Somebody asked whether the actresses had earned less money for episodes where they were simply seen and not heard. They said that they earned the same amount no matter how many lines they had, but refused to say how much they were paid. 

Then, John Karlen came on-stage to do a dramatic reading, but the author of the piece he was supposed to read had left it in her room, and while she went to get it, John was left to entertain us. "How many of you are from New York?" he asked. Hands went up. "How many of you are from somewhere else? Come on, don't just raise your hand, say something." More hands went up and people shouted. "I bet you can't wait to get out of here," he joked "to get back on a plane, a boat, a train, or a car and go home." He really did have a fondness for New York though. "People in California are dead. They don't realize it, but they're dead. New York is the only place in the world where you can really feel alive. Everybody is always in such a hurry though. When you walk around New York, walk slowly." He talked about his own experiences being back in New York. "They put me in a really nice hotel room. It has a great view of the city." He talked about some of the changes made to the city. "Do you know that they have tours now that take you to places where famous mobsters were killed? Can you believe that?" He told us about one man who'd been murdered in a hotel bathroom. "Shot in the back while he was shaving...there was blood everywhere—but no Barnabas! Can you imagine it? He would have had a feast. It was in the daytime though, so he couldn't be there—but Willie was!" He also mentioned that there were many great places to eat in New York and recommended an Italian restaurant. (I think it was called Patsy's.) He went on for several minutes about his career as an opera singer (with an outrageously long name) in Italy in 1933. He kept a straight face throughout, but finally confessed that he was just joking. 

John also took questions from the audience. "When are you going to take Roger Davis on the road with you?" one fan asked. "You two are hilarious together." "Honey, I'd like to take him out right now and give him a punch in the eye," he kidded. Another fan asked him if he remembered all the dream sequences on DS ("I do, I do, I do") and if he enjoyed playing Carl and Willie. That set him off another hilarious spiel about how as Willie he had to round up steers for Barnabas to feed on in the early days. ("Hundreds and hundreds of steers, thousands of steers, and he wanted more!") By this time, the woman had returned with the fan fiction, but Jim Pierson told John that he was doing such a good job on his own that they were going to let him continue until David and Lara arrived to perform "Love Letters." He was really funny, and it was amazing to see him come up with all of that material off the top of his head! I didn't stay for the play, the autograph session, or the banquet. John Karlen's impromptu stand-up act was the last thing I saw, and it was a wonderful note on which to end the Festival.
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2002 Dark Shadows Festival (Anaheim, CA)

[image: ]




Day 1: Friday, June 28, 2002

On Friday afternoon, before the Festival officially began, my friend mordecaigrimes and I were lucky enough to meet up with several fans both on the way to the ballroom and then in line: Teresalita, CraigSlocum, casper collins, the Ghost of Sarah Collins, VAM, JamesLady, Minja, Bobubas, Vlad, Scarlett, and others. We spent the time talking and taking pictures until the ballroom doors opened.

Friday night's Festivities opened with emcee Richard Halpern showing the famous Baby Dark Shadows videos (1897 and 1795). He also gave an update on where the young 'stars' are today: the eldest boy trades stocks, the girl recently graduated from UCLA, and the young boy recently graduated from high school. In addition, Halpern explained why some of the cast members would not be present at the Fest. Lara Parker was preparing for her son's wedding on Sunday, and Diana Millay's plane had been caught in a storm. She'd decided against catching a later flight because she had business in NY on Sunday and it made no sense to her to fly to CA for only one day. 

Then, the Collinsport Players presented their first of three Disneyland-themed skits, for which Bobubas took on the role of one of the absent cast members. He acted the part of DC, who'd built a new theme park and wanted Julia Hofman (Richard Halpern) to test the attractions. The skits involved numerous sound effects from the haunted mansion and various hysterics from Julia/Halpern. Bob did a great job, as did the rest of the cast. 

I stepped out while the "Sci-Luv" documentary segment was screened since I'd seen it the year before​[12]. My intent was to visit the display room, but it was locked, so I instead spent some time chatting with one of the volunteers about the show and some of the other television programs of the era. (One that he mentioned, The Prisoner, sounded very imaginative.)​[13] 

I went back inside to hear Kathryn Leigh Scott present her favorite bloopers. It really wasn't as unique as the Fest schedule would lead one to believe. The "favorite bloopers" were merely excerpts from the blooper tape interspersed between KLS's reading of some humorous letters that fans had sent to her (while on the stage, she occasionally wore Minnie Mouse ears.) One letter was addressed "Dear Sirs," in which the writer complained bitterly of how he had mistakenly been sent a second copy of the Dark Shadows Movie Book instead of the two other books he had ordered. KLS said, "I sent him the other books and told him to keep the extra movie book." It was during this segment that some trouble began with an unsupervised fan​[14]. However, Kathryn handled the situation very well, making a light joke ("I don't think he was the one I sent the wrong book to.") and continuing with her presentation. I do applaud her for successfully getting everything back on track.

The other letters involved the show's bloopers. One fan listed all of the episodes, with numbers, where cast members' underwear showed. KLS's panties appear in ep# 931, "and you're all going to watch for that one, right?" she teased. She explained that some of the underwear bloopers were due to the popular mini-skirts of the day, and demonstrated the method for measuring the skirts. "We put our hands at our sides, and wherever our fingertips began was where the hem went." KLS answered a few questions: Q:"Did all of the clothes come from Ohrbach's?" A:"Yes, except when we went back in time; then we had to rent the costumes." and Q:"Why was Josette wearing a white robe at the beginning of one episode when the robe at the end of the last episode was purple?" A:"The actors weren't the only ones who made bloopers; apparently wardrobe made some mistakes too." 

John Karlen crept on-stage next, crouching behind the podium while his first scene as Willie Loomis was shown on the big screen. He then took the microphone and asked the audience for some "deep questions. We're going to solve the riddle of the sphinx here." When he didn't receive many questions, he launched into his own spiel of jokes, quoting Shakespeare and reciting lines from his favorite role in "Prometheus Bound." Somebody asked him how he got the role of Willie Loomis, and Karlen provided a rather interesting little story. He was available to take on the part because he'd just been fired from his current play. "It was the first time I'd ever been fired—except for the seven or eight other times—and I was furious because I knew I was good in the role. The director fired me and I chased him down the street; I never caught him though." I'm sure it must have been disappointing to have lost his job, but I'll bet Johnny was as glad as we are that he was able to join "Dark Shadows" instead. I enjoyed John Karlen's talk. He wasn't as manic as in previous years because he admitted that his voice wasn't what it should have been, but he made up for that later in the weekend. 

Friday night concluded with scenes from the 1991 revival series and a screening of House of Dark Shadows, neither of which I stayed for. On leaving the ballroom, I met up with several Grayson Hall/Julia fans both from the Julia list on Yahoo and from dsboards: among them were Bette, Dawn, Julia99 and her friend Scott. We went to the hotel bar/cafe for a bite to eat and stayed there talking until well past one in the morning! At last, I sleepily stumbled back up to my room, little guessing what was to follow later in the weekend.

––––––––
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Day 2: Saturday, June 29, 2002

The first event on Saturday was a Q&A panel with Marcy Robin as to what was new with DS the show, the actors, and Dan Curtis's future plans. I missed it because I was out in the lobby chatting with friends and trying to connect people who were looking for fellow fans. I made it back to the ballroom shortly after the tribute to Louis Edmonds began. It was a lovely series of clips (the same ones that were shown last year​[15]) featuring an interview with him (from Festival 2000?,) his work on "All My Children" as Langley Wallingford, and Edmonds singing an original "blues" composition and "Nobody Cares About Langley." As I've said before, it's very hard to believe that the warm, energetic, and witty man in the clips was the same one who portrayed the cold and distant Joshua and Roger Collins.

Roger Davis took the stage next and predictably began meandering from one topic to another. At least he not only realized what he was doing, but admitted his guilt. "My mother tells me I'm like one of those practice golf balls, always full of holes. She says, 'Roger, I never know what the hell you're talking about.'" Finally, he got back to his point and presented a documentary/advertisement for his oft-mentioned housing project. (Narrated, directed, and produced by himself.) When the lights dimmed, I slipped out of the room and spent the next 45 minutes talking to Midnite and casper collins in the lobby. When we determined that it was safe to go back inside, we found seats for Jeanne Avery's (aka David Henesy's mom's) discussion.

Throughout her talk, Jeanne Avery constantly denied that she'd ever pushed David into acting or that she was a "stage mom." According to her, David came home one day from the private school where his baby-sitter had unilaterally enrolled him while his mother was working out of town ("And who do you suppose got stuck paying for the tuition?") and informed his mother that, "He was going to be on Broadway and that I had to call the stage manager. I said, 'That's nice, dear.' Of course I had no intention of calling any stage manager." She thought that young David was merely imagining himself on Broadway, until the stage manager actually called (on the day of Kennedy's assassination) to say that he was holding a role for David in one of Mary Martin's plays (I believe it was called Jenny.) This was the first step. Avery indicated that as a single, working mother, she had little time to spend with her children and felt guilty about this. Since she was also an actress, she thought that David's acting would give them a chance to further bond. In fact, she stressed that David was the one who chose to be an actor of his own volition by mentioning how his decision complicated the family's life. They had to struggle with personal schedules and travel arrangements while he was on Broadway. After working with Martin, David was inspired to continue acting by a performance of Oliver at his sister's graduation and would practice singing the songs while taking a bath. ("I guess he thought that we wouldn't hear him with the water running.") Eventually, he did earn a role in the musical as "the laughing boy."

Avery also told stories of David on "Dark Shadows," of course. Apparently, he felt very confident after auditioning for the show, and told his mother that he was sure he'd gotten the part. As with his Broadway debut, Henesy's mother initially didn't place much importance on the issue until David mentioned that he'd be working with "some old actress named Joan Bennett." It seems that Avery was a major Joan Bennett fan at the time. She mentioned that nobody on the DS set felt that they needed to discipline David and that he always felt the need to be professional. "He knew he had to be better than any of the other actors if he was going to stand out. He was a very quick study. He'd read through the script once or twice at home and was able to absorb all of his lines. There were times when he would feed the other actors their lines." Avery mentioned a friend of David's who used to visit the set and would earn tips by running errands for the cast and crew (picking up lunches, etc.) David felt that he was entitled to a portion of those tips, "So he was on his way to being a businessman already." The reason that he was absent from the show for much of its final run was because he was temporarily living with his father and stepmother. "I knew that if David decided he wanted to come back and live with me, he couldn't very well tell his father that, but if he had to come back to work on the show, he would have a valid excuse," Avery explained. "So, I asked Dan to keep David in the cast but only have him do a couple of episodes a month." She also stated that David didn't leave acting because he wanted a normal childhood. It seems he wanted to relocate to California to meet girls. 

Jeanne Avery also spoke about her friendship with Don Briscoe. Both she and David were close to him. Avery even allowed Briscoe to stay in her apartment while his own lodgings were either being remodeled or repainted. She also revealed that he had suffered a breakdown while on the show, and that she had tried but failed to get through to him. He's recovered now and living with his parents in Tennessee.

Avery went on to mention her grandchildren, focusing on her latest granddaughter, a toddler given to theatrics. According to her anecdote, the little girl one day dropped a stuffed toy on the floor, then cried bitterly as she cuddled and tried to tend to it. Avery and the child's other grandmother comforted her, but a few moments later, the girl did the exact same thing, repeating the whole process several times (including her tears) in the hopes of getting attention. Apparently, acting runs in the family, for Henesy's oldest son also demonstrates an interest in the profession. Henesy himself currently owns and operates a successful restaurant in Cartagena, Columbia, which is frequented by major politicians and celebrities of the entertainment world. Avery does past life regression therapy for these same clients.

At this point, mordecaigrimes and I left for lunch, so I missed the charity auction and Darren Gross's presentation of lost Night of Dark Shadows film clips. (Fortunately, I'd been able to see the presentation at the Vista Theatre in October.) We caught the last portion of David Selby's cartoon, "The Griffin and the Minor Canon." The main theme, Selby stressed, was that "Nothing loved dies."

By now, it was almost time for the cast reunion to begin, but there were people lining up at the microphone for questions and answers. One woman asked Selby how he'd enjoyed his appearance on "Ally McBeal." According to Selby, his son is friends with Calista Flockhart and that was how he was able to get the role. "I wanted to come in and do the part where she spins me in the air," he said. It sounded as though he'd had a lot of fun making that episode. Another woman went to the microphone and asked him, "What are you doing tonight?" "Oh? What do you want me to do tonight?" he replied. A man asked him about the 1995 episodes where Quentin was insane. "Where did you get your inspiration for that role?" he inquired. "I bet a lot of my friends didn't think I needed any inspiration," David said. A woman who was a teacher wanted to know about "The Griffin and the Minor Canon:” was there a copy available and where could she get the educational packet that went with it? Selby remembered that there was a website for the packet but couldn't remember the address immediately. He arranged to give her the video that was shown at the Festival, which I thought was very generous of him. They popped it out of the VCR on the spot. Someone asked David if he'd brought any supernatural content from DS to any of his other shows. David mentioned one series, "Flamingo Road," that was a sort of prototype to "Miami Vice" in the late 70's/early 80's and wasn't quite as popular as it could have been. He suggested that the writers start to bring in supernatural elements (thus ripping off DS) and so David's character began to get involved with voodoo shortly before the series ended.

Richard Halpern then brought on all the cast members who were present for the reunion—John Karlen, Chris Pennock, Marie Wallace, Roger Davis, Kathryn Leigh Scott, Jeanne Avery, and David Selby—and as usual, they gave an update on what was new in their lives. Roger Davis politely took the microphone and declared that he'd already spoken and would "pass the baton" to Kathryn, but he held on to it for a while longer, rambling. Three more times, he offered to pass the baton, but it was at least five minutes before he finally did. 

It seemed to me that there weren't as many questions this time as in previous years. (Maybe because the Fest attendance was so low?) David Selby did tell an amusing story of how John Karlen's exploits once landed him in jail. Johnny was casually eating a vanilla ice cream cone and a hot dog when he saw a young woman walking toward him dressed in full Western attire. ("She looked like Dale Evans.") Karlen asked her if she was working that night and the girl replied, yes, what did he have in mind? At that moment, police officers leapt out of their hiding places and seized Karlen, knocking his food to the ground. They arrested him for soliciting (the young Western woman was an undercover officer.) When Karlen went before the judge, the judge claimed to recognize him for his crime, but the crime with which he charged Johnny was not the crime he had committed. The judge "knew him" for something he didn't do! Karlen admitted to it anyway. ("He didn't want to go through the hassle of correcting the judge.") I thought that was pretty funny. Both Karlen and Selby were very lively during this year's reunion, getting up from their seats to re-enact various parts of the story.

The next question again dealt with why the final scene of one episode was performed slightly differently the following day. (It was similar to what had been asked of KLS the previous night.) This time, John Karlen acknowledged the blooper. "I was watching the show the other day," he said, "and I saw that Willie was wearing three different shirts—in the same episode!" Another person asked if the scenes in the show were shot out of order. ("Nope, they were shot straight through, just like in a play.") 

Jeanne Avery was again asked to share her memories of Don Briscoe, and this time Roger Davis got into the act. He shared that he and Briscoe had both gone to Columbia together, and it was Davis who'd helped him get the role on DS. "I knew he was the better actor. He had a natural way about him, very talented. He lives in Tennessee now, practically never leaves the house. He has a car and he'll drive around, but I doubt we'll ever see him at a Festival." 

Davis also poked fun at both Jonathan Frid and Grayson Hall. "Jonathan barely knew his lines and there were days when it looked like Grayson could have used a little more practice. Put them together, and they were a disaster. I remember one day when they went up on their lines. They both stared at each other for a moment, turned to face the teleprompter, and read the same line at the same time." He even gave an example of Frid's acting, using KLS as a model. "Jonathan would be sitting, talking to you," he put his hand on Kathryn's shoulder and looked her in the eye as he spoke, "and suddenly he'd look over at the camera," Roger shifted his gaze to the audience, "to read his lines. It made no sense because you were sitting next to him and yet he was talking into space." 

To my delight, Davis also mentioned Thayer David during his little speech. "Whenever Thayer gave you a compliment, it was something to be proud of. I remember one time when we'd just finished filming a scene and as we were leaving the set, he said to me, 'That was very good.' It meant a lot to me. Then of course, there were other days when he would look at me and ask, 'What happened?' " It sounded as though Roger had a high opinion of him, and KLS looked as though she'd like to add something, but Roger rushed on to other topics.
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