
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Bravery

        

        
        
          Omega Queen Series, Volume 2

        

        
        
          W.J. May

        

        
          Published by Dark Shadow Publishing, 2019.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      BRAVERY

    

    
      First edition. December 6, 2019.

      Copyright © 2019 W.J. May.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1393176275

    

    
    
      Written by W.J. May.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by W.J. May

	    

      
	    
          
	      Beginning's End Series

          
        
          
	          Beginnings

          
        
          
	          Curiosity

          
        
          
	          Scrutiny

          
        
          
	          Foresight

          
        
          
	          Disavow

          
        
          
	          Trickery

          
        
          
	          Wisdom

          
        
          
	          Decree

          
        
          
	          Influence

          
        
          
	          Prevail

          
        
          
	          Dignified

          
        
          
	          Honored

          
        
          
	          Beginning’s End Series Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Blood Red Series

          
        
          
	          Courage Runs Red

          
        
          
	          The Night Watch

          
        
          
	          Marked by Courage

          
        
          
	          Forever Night

          
        
          
	          The Other Side of Fear

          
        
          
	          Blood Red Box Set Books #1-5

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Chronicles of a Misspent Youth

          
        
          
	          This Changes Everything

          
        
          
	          Fight the Old

          
        
          
	          Mistakes and Bad Choices

          
        
          
	          Change is Inevitable (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Daughters of Darkness: Victoria's Journey

          
        
          
	          Victoria

          
        
          
	          Huntress

          
        
          
	          Coveted (A Vampire & Paranormal Romance)

          
        
          
	          Twisted

          
        
          
	          Daughter of Darkness - Victoria - Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dusk to Dawn Series

          
        
          
	          Awakening the Night

          
        
          
	          Surviving the Eclipse

          
        
          
	          Hunting the Forsaken

          
        
          
	          Enchanted - Book of Spells

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fae Wilds Series

          
        
          
	          Twist and Turns

          
        
          
	          Curse of the Fae

          
        
          
	          Force the Truth

          
        
          
	          Crown and Glory

          
        
          
	          Enemy and Rivals

          
        
          
	          Light in the Dark

          
        
          
	          Dusk and Shadows

          
        
          
	          Called by Midnight

          
        
          
	          Dark Memories

          
        
          
	          Above the Curse

          
        
          
	          Myth and Muses

          
        
          
	          Chase and Hunt (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          Fae Wilds Box Set - Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Great Temptation Series

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Footsteps

          
        
          
	          Heaven's Command

          
        
          
	          Mortals Surrender

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hidden Secrets Saga

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Marked By Destiny

          
        
          
	          Compelled

          
        
          
	          Fate's Intervention

          
        
          
	          Chosen Three

          
        
          
	          The Hidden Secrets Saga:The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Chronicles

          
        
          
	          Stopping Time

          
        
          
	          A Passage of Time

          
        
          
	          Ticking Clock

          
        
          
	          Secrets in Time

          
        
          
	          Time in the City

          
        
          
	          Ultimate Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Memoirs

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Devon

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Angel

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Julian

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Molly

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Gabriel

          
        
          
	          Chronicles of Rae

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kerrigan Presidents Series

          
        
          
	          Leaders in Control

          
        
          
	          Director on a Mission

          
        
          
	          Devon Seeking Guidance

          
        
          
	          Gabriel's Vanishing Light

          
        
          
	          President on Edge

          
        
          
	          Agreeing The Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mending Magic Series

          
        
          
	          Lost Souls

          
        
          
	          Illusion of Power

          
        
          
	          Challenging the Dark

          
        
          
	          Castle of Power

          
        
          
	          Limits of Magic

          
        
          
	          Protectors of Light

          
        
          
	          Mending Magic Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      New Beginnings Series

          
        
          
	          Decisions

          
        
          
	          Pursue

          
        
          
	          Obstacles

          
        
          
	          Gateways

          
        
          
	          Predestined (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          Conclude (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Omega Queen Series

          
        
          
	          Discipline

          
        
          
	          Bravery

          
        
          
	          Courage

          
        
          
	          Conquer

          
        
          
	          Strength

          
        
          
	          Validation

          
        
          
	          Approval

          
        
          
	          Blessing

          
        
          
	          Balance

          
        
          
	          Grievance

          
        
          
	          Enchanted

          
        
          
	          Gratified

          
        
          
	          Omega Queen - Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Paranormal Huntress Series

          
        
          
	          Never Look Back

          
        
          
	          Coven Master

          
        
          
	          Alpha's Permission

          
        
          
	          Blood Bonding

          
        
          
	          Oracle of Nightmares

          
        
          
	          Shadows in the Night

          
        
          
	          Paranormal Huntress BOX SET

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Prophecy Series

          
        
          
	          Only the Beginning

          
        
          
	          White Winter

          
        
          
	          Secrets of Destiny

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Revamped Series

          
        
          
	          Hidden

          
        
          
	          Banished

          
        
          
	          Converted

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Royal Factions

          
        
          
	          The Price For Peace

          
        
          
	          The Cost for Surviving

          
        
          
	          The Punishment For Deception

          
        
          
	          Faking Perfection

          
        
          
	          The Most Cherished

          
        
          
	          The Strength to Endure

          
        
          
	          Royal Factions Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Royal Guard Series

          
        
          
	          Guardian

          
        
          
	          Paladin

          
        
          
	          Sentinel

          
        
          
	          Royal Guard Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan

          
        
          
	          Rae of Hope

          
        
          
	          Dark Nebula

          
        
          
	          House of Cards

          
        
          
	          Royal Tea

          
        
          
	          Under Fire

          
        
          
	          End in Sight

          
        
          
	          Hidden Darkness

          
        
          
	          Twisted Together

          
        
          
	          Mark of Fate

          
        
          
	          Strength & Power

          
        
          
	          Last One Standing

          
        
          
	          Rae of Light

          
        
          
	          The Chronicles of Kerrigan Box Set Books # 1 - 6

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

          
        
          
	          Living in the Past

          
        
          
	          Present For Today

          
        
          
	          Staring at the Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan Prequel

          
        
          
	          Christmas Before the Magic

          
        
          
	          Question the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Into the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Fight the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Alone in the Darkness

          
        
          
	          Lost in Darkness

          
        
          
	          The Chronicles of Kerrigan Prequel Series Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Chronicles of Kerrigan Sequel

          
        
          
	          A Matter of Time

          
        
          
	          Time Piece

          
        
          
	          Second Chance

          
        
          
	          Glitch in Time

          
        
          
	          Our Time

          
        
          
	          Precious Time

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Hidden Secrets Saga

          
        
          
	          Seventh Mark (part 1 & 2)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Kerrigan Kids

          
        
          
	          School of Potential

          
        
          
	          Myths & Magic

          
        
          
	          Kith & Kin

          
        
          
	          Playing With Power

          
        
          
	          Line of Ancestry

          
        
          
	          Descent of Hope

          
        
          
	          Illusion of Shadows

          
        
          
	          Frozen by the Future

          
        
          
	          Guilt Of My Past

          
        
          
	          Demise of Magic

          
        
          
	          Rise of The Prophecy

          
        
          
	          Deafened By The Past

          
        
          
	          The Kerrigan Kids Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Queen's Alpha Series

          
        
          
	          Eternal

          
        
          
	          Everlasting

          
        
          
	          Unceasing

          
        
          
	          Evermore

          
        
          
	          Forever

          
        
          
	          Boundless

          
        
          
	          Prophecy

          
        
          
	          Protected

          
        
          
	          Foretelling

          
        
          
	          Revelation

          
        
          
	          Betrayal

          
        
          
	          Resolved

          
        
          
	          The Queen's Alpha Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Senseless Series

          
        
          
	          Radium Halos - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Radium Halos - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Nonsense

          
        
          
	          Perception

          
        
          
	          The Senseless - Box Set Books #1-4

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Viking Tales

          
        
          
	          Adversity

          
        
          
	          Warrior

          
        
          
	          Defender

          
        
          
	          Contender

          
        
          
	          Affinity

          
        
          
	          Heroine

          
        
          
	          Victory (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          The Viking Tales Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt (Part 1 & 2)

          
        
          
	          Five Shades of Fantasy

          
        
          
	          Zwarte Nevel

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Shadow of Doubt - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Four and a Half Shades of Fantasy

          
        
          
	          Dream Fighter

          
        
          
	          What Creeps in the Night

          
        
          
	          Forest of the Forbidden

          
        
          
	          Arcane Forest: A Fantasy Anthology

          
        
          
	          The First Fantasy Box Set

          
        
          
	          Christmas with the Kerrigans

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at W.J. May’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


[image: image]

Copyright 2019 by W.J. May

[image: image]

[image: image]

THIS E-BOOK IS LICENSED for your personal enjoyment only. This e-book may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy.  Thank you for respecting the hard work of the author.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, brands, media, and incidents are either the product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual person, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. The author acknowledges the trademarked status and trademark owners of various products referenced in this work of fiction, which have been used without permission. The publication/use of these trademarks is not authorized, associated with, or sponsored by the trademark owners.

All rights reserved.

Copyright 2019 by W.J. May

Bravery, Book 2 of the Omega Queen Series

Cover design by: Book Cover by Design

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in articles and reviews.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​​​​​​​​​​​Have You Read the C.o.K Series?


[image: ]




[image: C:\Users\wanitajump\Documents\CoK Series\CoKBanner.png]

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​

USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

How long can you outrun your fate?

When Evie and her friends set out to fulfill a long-awaited prophecy, they never thought their adventure would turn into a nightmare before their very eyes.

Trapped in a cavern beneath the ground, they find themselves going up against a creature so twisted and terrible they wouldn’t have believed it was real. Their strength is tested and friendships are strained. But, as they soon discover, the creature was the least of their problems.

The world is shifting. Shadows and darkness are entering the land. Rumors are whispering around the remaining kingdoms. Rumors of a dark and powerful stone.

Can the friends find it in time? Or are some prophecies never meant to be?
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SHE WILL FIGHT FOR what is hers.

––––––––
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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When Evie was a child, a caravan of merchants came to the castle. They brought with them all sorts of dazzling things—wonders from faraway lands. She remembered walking up the rows of booths set up in the courtyard, trailing her fingers over glittering fabrics, smelling herbs and spices that tickled her nose. It was the most exciting thing the young princess had ever seen. She declared to her father she would renounce her crown and become a merchant the very next day. But more than the people, and the music, and the food and drink...her favorite thing by far was the stories.

An old man walked into the Great Hall after dinner, as round as he was tall. He set up a chair in the middle of the tables, scores of children gathered around his feet. A puff of smoke rose from his pipe, and he smacked his lips on the wine. And at last, when his young audience could stand the suspense no longer, he leaned back in his chair and proceeded to speak.

The man told the most amazing stories. Tales of adventure so astonishing and fantastical the princess stared at him with her mouth wide open, too absorbed to remember to take a breath.

Years later, she still knew every word by heart. The sailor who fell in love with a mermaid and was dragged to the bottom of the sea. The cursed shifter doomed to an endless sleep, until a magical elixir brought her back to life. There were stories of heroes and villains. Most of the time the heroes were victorious, but sometimes the monsters were too ferocious to defeat.

She remembered the story of the chimera—a ravenous beast that prowled unchecked through the countryside, savaging town after town. Then there was the ifrit—a being of pure fire that decimated an entire battalion of royal troops before disappearing into the mountains, never to be seen again. On and on it went, each creature more terrifying than the last.

Kraken who lived in the darkest parts of the ocean, preying upon unsuspecting sailors and ships. Changelings who crept into children’s bedrooms, smothering them in their sleep.

It got to the point where Dylan, seeing the feverish light in his daughter’s eyes, eased forward and attempted to remove her. Promising chocolates and sweets—anything to break the morbid spell. But she clung to her chair, insisting she be allowed to stay until the end.

The old man didn’t disappoint. When his captive audience was on the edge of their seats, quivering with excitement and fear, he unveiled the most terrifying creature of all.

A snake of such ungodly size that the ground shook beneath it. With fangs so long they could snap a man’s spine. With venom so lethal, death came with a single glance of the beast’s eyes.

It was a basilisk...and Evie was staring straight at one.

“Holy crap!”

She tried to scream, but it came out as a whisper. The nightmare was real. And all she could do was watch as it slithered closer, transfixed by its glowing yellow eyes.

...the eyes!

“Ellanden, don’t look!” she gasped, clapping a hand over his face. “Just a look can kill you!”

At least, that was the theory.

She listened as the beast came closer, unaware when the fae weakly pried her fingers off his face. She remembered how it looked perfectly. Not a detail was missing—including those dark slit-like pupils in the center of its eyes. If a look could kill, she’d be dead by now.

That being said, every other part of the legend appeared to be true.

It was huge beyond measure. Powerful beyond comprehension. The walls of the cavern trembled under the sheer tonnage as the deadly snake glided by.

“Do you think it can see us?” she whispered, watching as the shadowy coils of scales moved steadily closer in the dark. “Do you think it can—”

Ellanden grabbed her hand, squeezing hard for silence.

“Yes,” he whispered back. “It can definitely see us.”

The beast might have been hunting, but it moved at a leisurely pace. In a strange way, it reminded her almost of a vampire in that respect. A predator so unparalleled in strength and speed that there was no reason to rush the process.

It would arrive when it was good and ready. It would kill them not long after that.

“Evie, listen to me,” Ellanden murmured, shifting himself higher on the rock. One hand was still clutching the sword she’d given him. The other was pressed against a large gash in his side, trying to stop the bleeding. “I want you to drag Asher to the side of the tunnel, then I want you to start walking back the way we came. Don’t run, all right? Just walk. I’ll keep it distracted.”

She tore her eyes away from the snake for a single, terrified moment. 

“Are you crazy?!” she hissed. “What are you going to do—bleed on it?!”

“Don’t be ridiculous, I’ll be fine.” He tried to shift himself even higher, lifting the blade into the air, his arm trembling. “Just go—I’ll be right behind you.”

But the princess had no intention of leaving. If she’d been alone, she would have screamed herself into oblivion before passing out on the spot. But her friends needed her.

And that made her a special kind of brave.

“You are absolutely mad if you think I’m leaving you here by yourself.” She stepped right in front of him, nocking an arrow. “If that thing wants you, it’ll have to get through me.”

Bold words...but the snake didn’t find it much of a problem.

By now it had moved out of the shadows, writhing its way into the wide tunnel. The bones of its previous victims crunched and snapped beneath it. Suddenly, the looks of terror permanently carved into their faces made sense. It paused ever so briefly, lifting its head as if to sniff the air, then continued creeping steadily forward, its massive body sliding effortlessly over the ground.

“Aim for the eyes,” Ellanden breathed, fingers digging into the wall behind him as he tried desperately to stand. Time and time again, his legs gave out beneath him. “They’re the weakest point. If you hit one, it’ll strike—be sure to leap out of the way the second you fire the arrow.”

Evie nodded silently, tightening her grip. “What about you?”

The prince gave up trying to stand and simply propped himself up in the corner—looking around for his own trusty bow. His face paled when he saw it. The handcrafted crescent was still wedged hopelessly beneath the pile of rock. A look of fear stilled his face before he pushed past it, reaching for the small hunting knife still lodged in his belt.

“I’ll be doing the same thing. You aim for the right, I’ll take the left. The second we hit it, focus everything you have left on its mouth. I doubt anything would pierce those scales.”

She nodded again, then cast a terrified glance at the other side of the tunnel. Asher was lying exactly where they’d left him. Splayed out messily over the scattering of bones. Completely oblivious to the living nightmare slithering noiselessly towards him across the floor.

“What about him?”

Ellanden’s dark eyes shot between the snake and his best friend. “He’s not technically alive...there’s a chance it will ignore him.”

A slight chance. A very slight chance.

But there was simply no way to reach him without crossing directly into the snake’s path. It was holding steady for now, but Evie got the feeling the second they started moving all hell would break loose. As long as it didn’t notice the vampire, they weren’t going to intentionally draw its eyes.

“...there’s no way this is going to work.”

Ellanden nodded quickly, fingers clenched around the knife. “That’s the spirit—”

“I’m serious, Landi.” Her eyes swept over the snake before casting a fleeting look over her shoulder. “You say it will strike if we manage to hit its eyes? What are you going to do when that happens? You can’t dive out of the way like me. You can’t even stand.”

“I’ll...” He trailed off helplessly, then shook his head. “I’ll manage. Raise your bow.”

She didn’t. She pressed it into his hand instead. “You’re the better shot.”

He gripped it automatically, frowning in confusion. “Well of course I am, but—”

“Especially with a moving target.”

His lips parted as he watched her take off her cloak, rubbing her hands together for warmth and bouncing in place. For a second, he simply stared. Then, suddenly, it clicked.

“No!”

The snake jerked up with a hiss, excited by the sound, as the fae made a desperate grab for the back of his friend’s cloak. It was too late—she’d already moved out of reach.

“Evie, don’t do this! I’ll never forgive it!”

Her eyes flickered up to the basilisk.

Yes, you will.

“Cover me.”

“Everly—NO!”

But she was already gone.

The next few moments passed in a blur. Even as they were happening, they were too surreal for the princess to make sense of. Like trying to remember the darkest of dreams.

The second she lunged for the open tunnel, the snake was on her trail. It was even faster than she’d imagined, crossing the distance between them with a single snap of its massive head. It struck the wall exactly where she’d been standing, causing the ground to quake beneath their feet.
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