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For every kid who ever whispered

“Did you hear that?”

in the dark—this book is for you.
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How to Use This eBook
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WELCOME, BRAVE READER!

You’ve just joined The Spooky Squad—and that means mysteries, laughter, and a few goosebumps along the way. 

This Kindle edition is designed especially for cozy reading — under a blanket, on a road trip, or read aloud before bedtime!

	Read the story



	Each chapter is a spooky short story about Max, Luna, Mia, Eli, and their loyal dog Shadow.

	Don’t worry—it’s more fun than fear (most of the time...).









	About the badges



	In the paperback or hardcover edition, you can color in and collect your Spooky Squad badges as you finish each story.

	These badges are part of the hands-on adventure and are not included in this eBook format.

	
If you’d like to collect all 10 spooky badges, grab the paperback or hardcover edition — they’re made for drawing, coloring, and displaying your achievements!










	Bonus Activities



	The paperback and hardcover editions include bonus activity pages with extra activities and spooky squad challenges.

	These activities are interactive and designed for real paper fun — so they’re not included in this Kindle version.

	But don’t worry — you still get the full storytelling experience here!
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Introduction
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ONCE UPON A TIME, IN the small town of Willow Creek, there was a group of friends who loved mysteries. They weren't superheroes. They didn't have magic powers. But they did have sharp eyes, quick minds, and a lot of courage (well... most of them did).

They called themselves The Spooky Squad.


	
Max was the leader, always brave enough to step forward first.

	
Luna was the smart one who loved solving puzzles and looking for clues.

	
Mia was fearless and playful, always ready for an adventure.

	
Eli was clumsy and nervous, but he was also funny—and sometimes the bravest without even knowing it.

	And of course, there was Shadow, their loyal dog, who often saved the day in the silliest ways.



The Spooky Squad had one goal: to uncover the truth behind the creepy stories of their town. Everyone else thought the strange noises, spooky shadows, and mysterious places were haunted. But the Squad believed there was always an explanation, if you were brave enough to look for it.

Haunted lockers, whispering basements, creepy carnivals, and ghostly bus rides had all tested the Squad, yet they never backed down. Sometimes the mysteries were funny, sometimes they were surprising, and sometimes... they left the friends with even more questions.
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1.  The Haunted Locker
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I

n a small town stood a big red-brick school called Willow Creek Elementary. It smelled of crayons and floor cleaner. Inside, a long hallway stretched ahead, with buzzing lights above and gray metal lockers lined up in neat rows like soldiers at attention.

Most kids hurried down this hallway. Not because it was dark or dirty. No, the reason was Locker Number Thirteen.

Everyone at Willow Creek Elementary had heard the story. Some kids said the locker rattled by itself when the hall was empty. Others whispered that if you leaned too close, you could listen to voices inside— soft, creepy whispers. A few even claimed they had seen the door creak open on its own.

"Locker Thirteen is haunted," the older kids said, their eyes wide, especially when new students walked by. "Stay away from it after school."

Max, Luna, Eli, and Mia, the best of friends who proudly called themselves The Spooky Squad, heard those rumors too.

One Wednesday afternoon, the Squad huddled together near the drinking fountain, just a few steps from the infamous locker. Shadow, their shaggy dog - a beagle - plopped down at their feet, his tail sweeping the floor like a little broom.

"I heard somebody saw a ghost hand come out of it!" Eli whispered, his eyes round and wide. He held on tight to his backpack straps, like they could protect him. Eli tripped a lot and got scared easily, but he loved being part of the Squad.

Mia rolled her eyes and flicked her ponytail. "A ghost hand? Please. If a ghost lived in there, it would be so bored. Can you imagine being stuck in a locker all day? The ghost would be begging to get out just to play at recess."

Everyone laughed, even Eli, though he looked nervous and kept peeking at the locker.

Luna pushed up her glasses. Her brain was already working, like it always did when there was a puzzle. "Think about it. Lockers can't whisper. So it must be something else. Maybe the air vent? Or the pipes? We should test it.”

Max, the Squad leader, grinned. "Exactly. Tonight after school, we'll stay late. We'll watch Locker Thirteen and find out if it’s really haunted—or not.”

Eli’s face turned pale. “Tonight? When the lights are off and the halls are empty? No way! That’s when ghosts come out!”

“Come on, Eli,” Max said, patting his shoulder. “We’re The Spooky Squad. If anyone can solve this mystery, it’s us.”

Shadow, their dog, barked sharply, like he was agreeing. The bark echoed down the hallway. For just a second, it almost sounded like a whisper.

The Squad went silent. Their eyes turned toward Locker Thirteen.

It rattled.

Just a little.

Daring the Squad

The hallway went quiet.

Max, Luna, Eli, Mia, and Shadow all stared at Locker Number Thirteen. It stood there, tall and gray like all the other lockers—but everyone had seen it. The door had shivered. Just once, like a tiny shake.

“D-did you see that?” Eli stammered. His voice cracked so high it almost squeaked.

“Of course we saw it,” Mia said, rolling her eyes. “We’re not blind, Eli. But it was probably just... You know... the building creaking.”

“Buildings don’t creak lockers,” Eli whispered, clutching his backpack even tighter.

Luna leaned closer, adjusting her glasses as though she could solve the mystery just by staring harder. “Something must be inside. Maybe a draft of air is moving it. Or maybe a hinge is loose. Lockers don't just rattle by themselves.”

Max crossed his arms, trying to look brave, though his heart thumped a little faster. “Well, there’s only one way to find out. We’re going to stay late and keep watch. If this locker is haunted, we’ll catch it.”

Eli’s eyes went wide. “Stay late? After school? In the empty hallways?!”

“Yes,” Max said firmly. “Tonight.”

Eli shook his head so fast his hair flopped into his eyes. “Nope. No way. Not happening. That’s when the ghost comes out. Everyone knows ghosts only haunt things at night. Why can’t we do it now? In the daylight? With teachers around?”
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