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Natasha

A little to the left. 

A little to the right.

Perfect.

I shoot the grappler across the wall and it catches for just a second before falling to the ground.

Okay, maybe not so perfect. Looking around from one side to the other, I press a button to pull the hook up to me and I try again. That’s the most important thing about thieving. You always have to try again. No matter what happens. No matter what you face. You fail, you try again.

End of story.

I shoot again and this time, the grappler catches on the building across from me. The grappler holds and I breathe a sigh of relief. Finally. Breaking into an abandoned building isn’t supposed to be this tricky.

It’s an ordinary-looking building: medium-height, dull. The bricks that once shone bright and advertised wealth and riches are now faded and dark. The architecture of the once-lovely design no longer holds its luster. 

It’s a pity, really, but I’m not here to admire art.

I’m here to steal it.

By the time I slide to the other building, my heartbeat is racing, which is unfortunate because I need to stay calm enough to make it past the sensors once I’m inside. I reach the building, put my grappler back on my belt, and carefully run my hands over the window in front of me. It’s locked, of course, but I’m a thief. I’ve never met a lock I didn’t like. Slowly, carefully, I maneuver the lock to slide open and then I’m in.

I’m inside the gallery.

Carefully, I lower the window behind myself. Then I take a deep breath and look around. Calm. I need to stay calm. Once I’m on the lower floors, there’s a security system in place that detects heartrates above 65 beats per minute. A human’s average resting heart rate is between 60 and 100 beats per minute, so I’ve got to be really, really careful.

Deep breaths.

Usually, when I’m stealing something, I get really sweaty and out of breath. I don’t know why. I mean, really, who knows why we do any of these things? It’s not like I haven’t done this a hundred times before, but it never seems to get any easier. I’m always nervous before a job, but today must be different. It has to be. I don’t have a choice. Losing my cool means losing the entire gig. One scare, one startle, and I’m done for.

I’ve got to stay calm and collected and on top of things because if I’m not, I’m never going to get anywhere close to the gem.

“Think happy thoughts,” I whisper to myself. “Think about puppies and kittens and rainbows. Sunshine. The rain.”

I close my eyes and breathe in and out. I check the heartrate monitor I wear on my wrist and once it’s low enough, I take a step forward and then another. The room I’m in is dusty and abandoned. Empty. Maybe it was used for storage, long ago, but right now it’s totally empty and free from anything and everything.

Carefully, I head toward the door that leads out of the room. I’ll enter the hallway, find the stairs, and make my way down to the first floor. That’s where the art gallery is, or was, long ago. This place has been closed for years. My pre-thieving research revealed that it was shut down nearly three years ago, but no one really knows why.

The only thing people seem to know, actually, is that all of the artwork and displays are still carefully protected by sensors and security. The company that owns the gallery, Claw and Sons, is known for its investments. It’s a real estate firm, which means it deals in dollar signs, and if I had to guess, I’d say the little art gallery just wasn’t bringing in enough cash to meet demand.
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