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Life on the Farm
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At Madso Farm, situated on a small island named Madsoya in a small country called Norway, we get to know all the animals that live there. In this story, we are introduced to Tsar Pegasus, a horse foal also known as Tsar, and his mother, Nikita. We also meet Oypjokka, a cold-blooded trotter. The trotter on the farm had a big heart for the Tsar and would do everything in her power to protect him.

In this story, we are introduced to all the animals that live on the farm. Additionally, we get to meet the human family comprising Helge, Lene, Ole, Jon Martin, Kristine, Marie, and Venke. 

It may seem strange, but in this story, animals can communicate with humans. This was a reality a long time ago. All the animals in the story are real, and they all live once on the farm, which is also a real farm. Tsar Pegasus, for instance, was born on a beautiful summer day long ago. He was the offspring of a black Arabian stallion and Nikita, a grey-skinned Welsh Cob mare.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Tsar Pegasus Comes into the World
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Helge's wife, Venke, strolled through the field, admiring the horses and Nikita's bulging belly. The mare was expected to give birth any day now. 

“Not much longer,” Venke murmured softly, giving Nikita a gentle pat. 

Despite being occupied as a teacher in town, Venke always found time to assist at the farm. Her serene and compassionate presence helped both the animals and people on the farm. Nikita tossed his head, and his nostrils flared up. She stomped restlessly on the ground. 

Venke stopped breathing for a moment. She swallowed several times when she realized what was happening. “Helge,” she shouted. “I think it's time! The foal is on its way!”
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Helge came running from the stables as Nikita, the mare, was giving birth. Oypjokka, Nikita's friend, was circling around her, anxious and hot-tempered but also encouraging. Nikita was watchful, blowing her nostrils, and no one was going to disturb her. After a short but intense fight, Nikita gave one last push, and the foal came out—a small, light-brown colt with a white stripe on his forehead. His mane and forehead hair were also light brown, and he had a curious twinkle in his eyes. 

Venke quickly walked towards the house to fetch Lene, who whispered as soon as she saw the foal, “He's perfect.” The colt staggered on his unsteady legs, and Nikita led him to her chest with gentle nudges for him to drink milk. The trotter was standing nearby, guarding the new little family. Helge gazed at them and said, “Welcome to the world, little one.”
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The sun was shining brightly overhead as the new foal took its first wobbly steps. Nikita followed protectively while the already lively stallion foal wanted to explore the world. He sniffed flowers and tried to find his balance on his thin legs. Kristine, Helge's daughter, laughed as she and her siblings gathered around the fence, watching the foal. 
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