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​Dedication

			This book is dedicated to the nonbelievers. All of those who closed their minds to the possibility of real truth. To all my teammates, who stood against me in the one true moment of need. The one moment where brothers were needed to fight the good fight. I dedicate this book to you all. After these many years you all knew this was coming sooner or later. You all have great knowledge of the way I was treated while attending the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill(UNC-CH). You all knew we were at war. You all made it very clear 
whose side you were on. Now we must also share it with the world.

			To all the coaches and administrators who stood by and said nothing after not only being a part of such an historic scandal, but also knowing the long-term damage and effect of academic misappropriation on athletes, students, and young black males in America. You should be ashamed. It should be hard to sleep at night and very difficult to live with the truth. Yet here we are. 

			To the media, who so desperately needed to cover up the truth about the American education system and the exploitation of college athletes simply because you profit and benefit from the stories and pain of athletes after we have fallen off our pedestal, where you so righteously placed us. You all will have an opportunity to shine your dim light on my book and pick apart all that’s wrong with it, yet one fact remains forever. You all played a part in the biggest cover-up/scandal in college sports history, and no one is even speaking about it.

			To the NCAA. The secret Cartel. The overseers. The Masters. The Owners. To those who openly possess college athletes as America’s greatest workers on the new plantation of universities across the country. Who hide behind the shield of a logo. Who manipulate and dictate the lives of millions and millions of young kids annually with your mantra: No compensation. Free education.

			To history, for allowing me to stand before you and present this masterpiece of information to the next generation of youth. Whether it’s accepted or not, my writings are constructed from pure, positive intentions. To help His-Story become Our-Story. We should never want to change history; we should aspire to create a new story. 

			To my immediate family for your undeniable support. It’s been a long, long road. Many of my relatives (you know who you are) criticize me secretly and smile in my face, the same as my peers. Mama, Daddy, Sade, Shanda, I love you all so much. This is for you. My first book. 

			I did this for all of you. So you can never forget my name. No matter the dirt, no matter the shine, when you hear my name, you know that it is only me. 

			To all the black athletes who will never read my book, due to the lack of ability to actually read it, I will make audiobooks available for you all. It is not your fault that the American education system failed you. Or, maybe it is. It’s just too bad that no one will take accountability on either side of the coin, since not one of you stood next to, in front of, or behind me. 

			Trust me, I get it. You don’t wanna piss off the fans. You don’t wanna get your former coach fired. You just wanna do your thing and live your life. Trust me, I get it. In this book, you will also get it. I will attack your fears in the hopes of easing them so you can see that this never started with me. Best believe I will be the guy who fights alone. While you all watch from the windows. 






			​Foreword

			It was an honor and a true joy to work with college athletes at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. I was consistently impressed with the persistence and resilience of talented young athletes who were dedicated to their sport and hopeful to use it as an avenue to improve their lives and the lives of their families. 

			I am very proud to have worked with Rashanda McCants and grateful to her for connecting me to her brother, Rashad. His willingness to go public with his athletic and academic journey at UNC was a game-changer. Rashad’s act of kindness to support the future generation of college athletes was and continues to be both selfless and honorable. These are the same values that were once touted at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, as the “Carolina Way.” The 2014 ESPN interview with Rashad’s teammates, Coach Roy Williams, and basketball analyst Jay Bilas, made it crystal clear that these values were something of the past. The silence of Rashad’s teammates defined this turning point in Carolina’s history, as they were summoned to go on camera to “support their school” after Rashad spoke out about rampant academic fraud. No one, except Rashad, dared to share their transcript. The players sat silently and obediently, in agreement with their coach, following the narration of his friend, the sports commentator. ESPN delivered us “fake news.” 

			The NCAA is a cartel. Its member institutions are making money off the backs of vulnerable young people who are forbidden to speak out against a corrupt system. Following this obviously painful act of dishonesty, displayed for all to see, Rashanda, in her infinite wisdom, said, “The truth will always be the truth.” The decisionmakers at Carolina chose to lie and cover up, and together with the NCAA, failed many athletes who were promised an education in exchange for their talent. Even the women’s basketball advisor, and director of the UNC Center for Ethics, Doctor Jan Boxill, could not admit to a system that perpetuated social injustice through the promotion of educational fraud. 

			Without the athletes, however, the NCAA is nothing. College sport would cease to exist. The McCants’ voices, along with those of other college athletes, are critical to impact change, both in the world of “amateur” athletics and in the education system. They are on the correct side of history. As I learned from my whistle-blowing experience, this is not easy. We need more voices. Rashad and Rashanda have paid, and continue to pay a high price, for speaking out against a system that perpetuates fraud. 

			As a reading and learning specialist, I know that the academic disparities that undermine the integrity of college athletics will continue to exist until we address the real issue. The underlying problem is the lack of literacy skills that some of our university-admitted students bring to the classroom. After working in the UNC athletic department for seven years, primarily focused on teaching basic literacy skills, I realized that the athletic program was jeopardizing the mission of education. Big wins, which bring vastly increased revenue, had become far more important than student learning. The students I was privileged to work with during my tenure in athletics at Carolina had real dreams of how they could contribute after their career in sports. I’m hopeful that this book will give people the courage to support current and future college athletes so that they receive the education they are promised, and deserve.

			—Mary Willingham 
Regional Literacy Director 
KIPP Delta Public Schools





			​Prologue

			Originally created as an extension of higher education institutions, college athletics has become a multibillion-dollar business known for corruption and excess. One university that has illustrated this devolution is the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where, for over two decades, students took hundreds of courses in African and Afro-American studies and independent studies that never met in a classroom setting. Nonathletes and student-athletes alike enrolled in these courses, and the majority of the athletes involved were football and basketball players. An internal audit into academic issues also showed evidence of unauthorized grade changes and forged faculty signatures.

			African-American student-athletes who make up a higher proportion of UNC players, are disproportionately affected by the university’s academic malpractice. Many have been led to believe that they can use college as a springboard for a professional sports career with minimal classroom engagement. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is under scrutiny and involved in several major lawsuits regarding compensation for athletes based on their commercial marketability and revenue generation for the universities. The NCAA has long advanced the argument that these players are paid in terms of scholarships and valuable education, but, to their dismay, the athletes often receive a less-than-adequate education that could even be described as fraudulent.

			The NCAA has revised academic policies that encourage colleges to show that athletes are improving their academic performance while lowering their eligibility entrance requirements. Based on current NCAA academic policy, the institutions that fail to report an athlete’s progress toward a degree each term will face penalties. These rulings were put in place in 2006, in response to a significant drop in the graduation rates of collegiate football and basketball players. In the years since the changes, many have expressed concern that the combination of heightened academic expectations and lowered entrance regulations would create an impossible situation for the campus employees responsible for providing academic support to athletes.

			These support staff are asked to help a growing number of marginal students—​potentially at all costs. Collegiate athletics, given its intersection with the educational and life outcomes of black male athlete-students, is indeed in turmoil. It’s evident in the classic picture of a black male professional athlete with no degree, few post-career job opportunities, and used-up collegiate eligibility. The issue is also illustrated in the low graduation rates for African-American basketball players. Only about 55 percent of black players graduated in 2013, 25 percent lower than the graduation rates of white basketball student-athletes. Our United States educational system, and indeed our American society, has failed our youth.

			Many African-American men’s basketball players are leaving college without the proper educational degree or requisite skills to pursue a professional career outside of sports, a deficiency they often only understand years after they graduate. These issues are usually not caused by conspiratorial athletic directors, coaches, or faculty; instead, they are the unfortunate result of a system of fraudulent pathways that too often do not include a respectable college degree for student-athletes. 

			Within the football programs at the top 20 BCS (Bowl Championship Series) institutions, African-American student-athletes represent 5 percent of their student bodies, but 70 percent of the roster. The data clearly shows the limitations that U.S. colleges place on African-American and student-athlete academic achievement. Apparently, African-American students are good enough for the playing fields, but not for the scientific laboratories. It seems that, if colleges can build up African-American football players, they can also develop African-American historians, scientists, and teachers. If universities trained, recruited, and competed for African-American students in chemistry like they do in football, they could display Nobel Prizes alongside their Bowl Championship Series trophies. 

			Dr. Andre Perry, a contributing writer for The Hechinger Report and a David M. Rubenstein Fellow at The Brookings Institution, wrote in his 2014 article “Black Athletes Must Pick Up the Ball on Graduation Rates”:1

			
					Across four quadrants, 55.3 percent of black male athlete-students graduated within six years, compared to 69.2 percent of student/athletes overall, 74.5 percent of undergraduate students overall, and 52.7 percent of black undergraduate men overall.


					96.1 percent of these NCAA Division I colleges and universities graduated black male athlete-students at rates lower than athlete-students overall.


					97.4 percent of these institutions graduated black male athlete-students at rates lower than undergraduate students overall. 


					Indeed, academic irregularities related to athlete eligibility have haunted several U.S. colleges:

					Stanford (2011): Easy, convenient classes were withdrawn by academic advisors after years of being offered. Florida State (2009): Basketball and football players benefited from academic advisors taking their tests and writing their papers.


					Florida (2008): Current Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton left Florida after facing possible dismissal for cheating. 

					Memphis (2008): The NCAA exposed Derrick Rose’s SAT scores as invalid, causing the basketball team to abruptly end their run to the NCAA Tournament finals.


					Michigan (2008): One university professor gave more than 250 student-athletes high grades from 2004-2007 in independent study classes.


					Auburn (2006): Academic advisors helped football players pad their GPAs in focused reading classes. 

					Fresno State (2003): The men’s basketball statistician and an academic adviser were caught in scheme wherein papers were written for athletes.


					Georgia (2003): Basketball players received inflated grades in a coaching class, which caused the university to withdraw from postseason play.


					USC (2001): The football and women’s swim teams were sanctioned by the NCAA when it was discovered that tutors had been writing papers for athletes. 

					Minnesota (1999): Tournament victories were erased for the basketball team after it was discovered that players had hundreds of assignments completed for them. 

			

			The roadblocks that constrain black male athletes as they seek specialized education for their chosen career path come from cultural forces and institutional structures that have unintended consequences. The first of these structural forces is the reality that many black athlete-students come to campus with a poor academic background and preparation. This disparity is often linked to the poor quality of urban public schooling in our nation, and it is amplified by recruiting practices and priorities that prioritize athletics over academics. Many of these black athlete-students come from high-poverty neighborhoods, and their transitions to college life are complicated by struggles like inadequate family support, personal expenses, and financial restrictions. 

			Basketball fans can’t be trusted to demand better outcomes for black collegiate players, as their cheers for their favorite college team’s quest for a Final Four, or a national title, drown out deeper ideals of student equity and education. Academic leaders can’t be trusted either, as college faculty often view black athletes as unwitting accomplices of those who promote a runaway athletic agenda. Academic departments also often see themselves in competition with athletics for resources and attention. African-American athletes are generally not seen as worthy members of the academic institution, nor are they taken seriously in their pursuit of academic goals beyond athletics. 

			African-American athlete-students are categorized as merely athletes-on-campus to serve as entertainers for the rest of the university community. Black athletes and their nonathlete brothers and sisters have little leverage to change the situation because they lack natural political allies, on or off campus. But they actually hold some of the most powerful cards for changing conditions and creating more favorable outcomes for themselves and their teammates. The system, as it is now, provides tremendous incentives for high-profile college athletes to focus on sports rather than academics. Students from poor families face significant pressure to go pro early in order to better support their families. These financial pressures are pressing and urgent for black male athletes, who deal with the daily effects of poverty.

			The combination of their personal athletic ambitions and encouragement from family and the campus community to set their sights on a professional sports career, leads athletes to view their futures as more tied to athletic performance than to academic achievement, and they set their priorities accordingly. Add to this mix the dire financial need of the athletes and their families, and the incentive to become an athlete with legitimate pro prospects is even more pronounced.

			Other cultural issues for an athlete-student hoping to forge a path to the pros originate in the world of Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) basketball or other amateur networks. Talented players are identified early, promoted excessively, and given the type of access to shoe companies, agents, and college representatives that increases the opportunity for recruiting corruption. Underrepresented students can certainly benefit from this type of coaching and academic development when they are younger, but it is a pipeline that is also full of pitfalls, and it often sends athletes to college campuses with little preparation for the academic challenges they will face. 

			Simply enrolling in a college does not make an athlete a member of the academic community. If the academic side of the university is committed to retaining students of color, that mission must be accompanied by a resolution to reject the negative stereotypes about black male athletes. Under the current system, one could even say that generations of black athlete-students are being pushed in the direction of the postmodern-day slave: not enough education to read or write effectively, to understand contracts, to use critical thinking skills, to process bank statements, or to become independent entrepreneurs. 

			The NCAA has long claimed that the billions of dollars generated in college sports are the equivalent of a free education; therefore, athletes should not receive compensation for the entertainment they provide. But if the free education is flawed, then this system has been robbing college athletes of future opportunities for the past fifty years. Collegiate athletics bring in profits of some sixteen billion dollars a year, making athletes and fans alike wonder where those funds are used. Universities taking in the highest sports revenue boast the best facilities, accommodations, and reputations. To maintain this level of excellence, these universities must continue to fill seats with boosters, fans, and students, and attract top sponsors.

			However, the University of North Carolina didn’t provide academic benefits just to athlete-students, according to a three-month investigation into the scandal, which was headed by former North Carolina governor Jim Martin. Students in UNC-Chapel Hill’s general population also benefited from special dispensations, like unauthorized grade changes, forged faculty signatures on grade rolls, and limited or no class time. “This was not an athletic scandal,” Martin told UNC’s board of trustees. “It was an academic scandal, which is worse.”2

			The independent investigation also showed that wrongdoings in UNC’s Department of African and Afro-American Studies (AFAM) went back to the fall of 1997—earlier than originally reported. The review discovered 216 classes with proven or potential problems, including 454 unauthorized grade changes. Furthermore, the review stated that the percentage of grade alterations for athlete-students was consistent with student-athlete enrollment in those classes. “The athletic department, coaches, and players did not create this,” Martin told the board of trustees. “It was not in their jurisdiction; it was the academic side.”3 The review also unearthed evidence that employees of the UNC student-athlete support program were aware that certain courses within AFAM were so-called “paper courses” that were being taught as independent studies.

			UNC’s internal investigation found that fifty-four classes in AFAM were either “aberrant” or “irregularly” taught from summer 2007 to summer 2011. More than 50 percent of the students in the suspect classes were athletes. One summer class in 2011 had an enrollment of eighteen football players and one former football player. UNC said that no student received a grade without submitting written work. In August 2012, further questions were raised about the scope of the scandal when posters on a North Carolina State message board found a partial transcript of former two-sport UNC-Chapel Hill star Julius Peppers. The low grades and class choices revealed on the transcripts raised questions about how far back problems in the AFAM program extend. UNC-Chapel Hill, the investigation alleges, failed some of its students “for years” by allowing them to take classes that did not match its own academic standards. 

			Naturally, a story this electric would lead to questions for head basketball coach Roy Williams. When questioned at a postgame news conference, Williams said he agreed with the university statement that the claim was untrue and totally unfair:

			One important question concerning the UNC-Chapel Hill scandal is whether the issues raised by the university’s internal report, and persistently repeated and dissected by the media, are ongoing ones or simply past missteps that university leadership have acknowledged and addressed. In July 2005, reports surfaced that said Williams violated NCAA rules while coaching basketball at Kansas, allegedly approving payments to players who used up their eligibility, the school said Friday.

			We all hear so much about corruption in college sports. We hear about players with no money tooling around campus in forty thousand-dollar cars. 

			We hear about fat-cat boosters smoking cigars, driving large convertibles, and giving talented players cartoon bags of money (complete with dollar signs on the canvas). And yet the reality is different. Anytime a “corruption in college sports” story breaks, there is no car. There is no Boss Hog being investigated. There is rarely even a big cash payment. Black athlete-students have no choice but to play a major role in their own success. They must take full advantage of the scholarships given to them, in spite of the obstacles they face in trying to get a quality education. Without a doubt, some athletes have to pay a political price to force institutions to cater to black males’ academic talents. 

			If they hope to graduate with a degree that means something, black collegiate athletes will need to use the political leverage they have with the university—and be committed to finding a way to get more of their teammates to cross that graduation stage each year. African-American athletes can’t wait for others in the university community to wake up to the issues; they have to pick up the ball. They must set aside the notion that they’re just athletes and, instead, see college as a crucial step on their life’s journey. The graduation rates suggest that many student-athletes are walking away from college after their future career in professional sports turns bleak. But if they make that choice…

			…they will soon learn that the sidelines of life are cold.





			​Introduction

			Finely tuned athletic machines, trained for collisions and acrobatic phenomena. The display of speed, power, and sheer spectacle. For the sixty-nine years that African-Americans have been allowed to play professional sports nationally, America has engineered a system of highly qualified, muscle-bound, barbaric, competent physical specimens, who by any means and without question, protect, promote, and preserve the exploitative and prejudiced intentions of existing slave owners, who have masterminded the Modern-Day Athlete.

			The loyalty I have witnessed from athletes who have thrived within the university slave system occurred in my freshman year at UNC, when my coach was Matt Doherty. You would think that any player with a backbone would defend themselves against a coach’s derogatory and offensive statements; however, I observed firsthand how a coach could belittle a player and make him feel like a kid. To this day, teammates, former players, and current players have remained silent about situations in which they were humiliated or made an example by the coach in front of the team.

			I remember an account during my freshman year after a loss. Coach Doherty stormed into the locker room, disgusted with our performance, and immediately started pointing fingers at certain guys and blaming their performances for the loss. His tirade went something like this: I’m gonna be here for a very long time, my job is very secure. But you guys [pointing fingers] are not secure. You all should just pack up your bags right now and go back home because you don’t deserve to wear a Carolina uniform. I know you don’t like what I’m saying but it’s true. You (Raymond) can go back home and go to South Carolina State. You (Melvin) can go back home and go to Baltimore Community College. You (Sean) can go back home and go to Indiana State. You (Jawad) can take your ass back to Cleveland and attend Cleveland State for all I care. You (David) can take your ass back down the road to Durham. Because I don’t need you. You need me. 

			I’ll be damned if all these guys showed up to practice the next day like nothing ever happened. They were laughing and joking with the coaches, yet I stood there as if we were ready to go on strike and not practice at all. I stood and waited to see if there was going to be any other player who felt, like me, that the statements issued by Coach Doherty the night before were completely inappropriate by any standard. It was that loyalty by the other players that blindsided me. I couldn’t fathom the reasons that stood in the way of respect and obedience. 

			We all read stories of athletes transferring from schools for reasons of not getting along with the coaches, or clashing with the way the coaches treat players. I never questioned the system because I was always a different player from the rest. I always stood out as a natural leader and outspoken player. So, naturally I clashed with the system without having to question it, for it always questioned me. Even to this day, the system still questions why I won’t just conform and play along like everyone else. When I decided to play sports, which was the one thing I always wanted to do, I decided that I was not going to take orders or change my identity. Never once did I agree to being exploited. However, there is no other avenue for the athlete who wants to take the independent route and make a life for himself with the talent he has developed. The only avenue available to athletes is sports. And if this is a way of life for them, then they must by all means comply. 

			But whatever you do, don’t buck the system! 

			Athletes approach sports with magnified blinders in a sense that they see nothing but the sport. The outside world doesn’t exist to them. Athletes enter university sports programs, certainly not for the glitz and glitter, because there is none. They’re sold a bill of goods, a promise, a dream. They are misinformed about their future and misguided throughout their educational journey. Yet they continue to bite the hook that is held out for them with juicy bait—the allure of a quality education and making it to the pros. 

			It is the same for some fans in the way that they have made a life out of watching sports. The benefit for the athlete is the supreme admiration of peers, media, and fans that often tips into idol worship. There is a distinct difference between the common man and the athlete in the culture of sports. The common man is seen as the fan, and he looks up to athletes and adores them as superior beings with God-given talent. Most common men would die to have the ability to showcase such talent. The fan sees the attention and money made by the athlete as a gift from God or some universal spirit that gives out such gifts, with that “talent gift” having passed them up. 

			Another benefit of the athlete is access. As children, we grow up watching TV commercials and movies with athletes being able to appear and promote all the products, which the common man goes out of the way to buy, just to feel a little bit closer to the athlete. 

			We grow to idolize these athletes and their access. It is that vision that we want to embody with each and every step closer to the grand stage. This benefit creates an illusion of value to the athlete, who believes that this access and admiration lasts forever. Little do they know that after sports can no longer benefit you, you can no longer benefit sports! And that value you once had becomes a memory as you are reintroduced to society outside of sports, where no one knows you or gives a damn what sport you played and how well you played it. Upon exiting sports, the athlete becomes a common man, thus losing his super powers or God-given talent that gave him promise. Without those powers, the athlete becomes the fan, the commentator, the coach, or just another citizen.

			Therefore, it makes sense for an athlete to cling to this benefit and embrace its consequences because both seem to be a win-win for the loyalty of the common man and submissive athlete. If this life were all that is available to the athletes, why would they deny it? Why would they complain about it? Not unlike a slave who had been sleeping in mud huts, then later bought by another master and able to sleep in the big house, how is this not a better life for him? Even if he becomes a free man, he has already been conditioned to appreciate what has been given and not to appreciate what can be created. That’s why it is never all-bad for the athlete. It’s a decision. To be validated and given value rather than becoming valid and creating value. 

			***

			The current generation of youth in sports and entertainment is in dire need of accurate information; there’s a great misconception when it comes to what you can and can’t do. I believe this book will open people’s eyes on the social interaction among kids, young adults, and older adults. I believe there’s a consciousness that needs to be awakened and shifted. This book will show young adult athlete-students that they can fight for a real education and real compensation. They don’t have to exist as free laborers, falling for the fraud of contracts, the fraud of false promises, and the evil and corruption of the NCAA.

			My ultimate goal is that your life will be changed because you’ll have more awareness through reading this book. This is an important book for both parents and children. I believe this book is going to be somewhat of a cautionary Bible that can provide parents and young adults information on what steps to take, which college to go to, which coach to trust, which classes to take, which courses to follow through with, and how to evaluate scholarship opportunities and compensation, such as athlete-student eligibility to receive multiple scholarships—and more that may not be common knowledge to the average parent.

			This book is not about me personally. The information I’m going to share with you is a necessity—to the world, to young adults, to their parents. If I don’t do it, who will? Once you read this book and absorb the information, you will know that you have a choice. Without enough information, you don’t have enough evidence to make an educated choice, but once you get the facts, you can weigh both sides. That’s exactly what I want to do—give you the facts.

			As I just explained, this book is not about me. With that being said, however, I will incorporate small dashes of my personal experience that fit into where I’m going with the story line. For example, if we’re talking about the AAU circuit and how massive it is as an athlete’s incubator, I will tell you how I got involved in it and exactly what happened to me. You’ll read a firsthand account of how, at such a young age, it starts infiltrating a kid’s life.

			You might hate my guts, you might have preconceived views of who I am, or you might have let the media shape your view of me as a snitch or a traitor. That’s fine with me. This book is based on my experience as a former athlete-student and professional basketball player. The content contains facts, data, and direct quotes from those surrounding the UNC athlete-student scandal, as well as other high-performers in the sports industry. My hope is that you’ll read this book with an open mind, in order to learn, to perhaps shift your paradigm, to have a revelation about how you fit into the system, and to discover viable solutions to the athlete-student dilemma that already exist within the university and NCAA.. Throughout these pages, we’ll take a look at how the system was devised, how it continues to operate under the radar, the problems associated with the system, and, finally, solutions where the athlete-student finally wins on all sides: academically, athletically, and personally.

			The subject of this book is bigger than me and I’m very attached to the mission of sharing it with you. I’d put my life on the line for it. This is real philanthropy. It’s about what you are standing up for. There are a lot of people who have said to me, “Yeah man, we know it’s the right thing to do, but we just can’t support you because we got too much to lose as far as resources and relationships.” But my sister, Rashanda, and I, hand in hand, stood right in front of the fire. She’s the only person who stepped forward and really supported me. Mary Willingham, Jay Smith, and Sonny Vaccaro have also been supporters during my journey.

			W​hen I went to Charlotte to play a game with the Big 3, a pro basketball league created by rapper/actor Ice Cube and entertainment executive Jeff Kwatinetz, I expected a lot more than I got. I got a couple of boos. I was expecting fans to storm the court. I was expecting people to throw drinks and food, to spit: I expected all of that. I got none of it. First, these people are kind of afraid of me. And secondly, they used to love me so much, so when they see me in the flesh, it’s a whole different dynamic now. Because they remember me. Oh my God, we remember him, that’s him. Wow! And in that moment, they forget what happened. I think the fans in the stands were kind of torn between what they used to love, pre-UNC scandal, and what they still love, the adversity, and how I’m bothering what they love now. But they’re going to remember the way they used to love, so there’s going to be some backlash. 

			I’m so used to it, playing against NC State, playing against Duke, playing against any team where you have twenty-five points, and their teammates booing every time I got the ball prepared me for the negative fan reaction at the Big 3. So, I just kind of treated it as a neutral playing ground, where I’m not at home, I’m not away, but these people don’t like that I’m shooting the ball. So, I didn’t ever look into it deeper than I was supposed to. I thought, Well, when you guys start throwing drinks on the court, then I’ll start worrying, then I’ll start paying attention. Then I’ll look for my family. But for a few boos, it wasn’t that important. If it weren’t for the support of my sister, Rashanda, as well as the professional support from Mary, Jay, and Sonny, I may have experienced a different reaction.

			***

			The coach and university did not fail me! I failed myself. The purpose of this book is to let everyone know just that, but it’s also more than that. I want the next class of students to know that you have a choice now; you have a reference to consider when making your choice to move forward in life. I will decode the puzzle for you so that you can understand it in terms that make sense to you. You’ll hear the story from me, the so-called crazy, lazy, bipolar, “mad because he didn’t make it in the NBA,” broke, snitch, traitor, who is willing to give you the truth about your million-dollar body and to tell you that you have more than a ten-cent brain. 
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