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Thank you to everyone who has enjoyed Rose and Barney’s story so far. This is for you!
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London, December 1816

Rose Marshall scurried towards Charing Cross in the afternoon gloom, grateful for her stout boots that gripped the pavement. Her thoughts were occupied by reaching home as swiftly as possible followed by the fortification of a cup of hot tea.

Rushing from one place to another was hardly unusual for Rose.

In the eighteen months since she had married Barney, Rose’s working life had become increasingly busy. Shortly after their late summer wedding, Barney had won a contract with a prestigious outlet for the London branch of the hosiery business supplied by his father’s factory in Leicester.

The newlyweds’ honeymoon period had been truncated by pressing business concerns. Fortunately, as they were both commerce-minded, the young couple harnessed their energies to make the most of this opportunity.

Rose was proud of how Barney had matured in the four years since they first met. She was initially struck by his warmth of character almost as much as his muscular stockiness. At that stage, Barney was playing the gentleman, jostling to enter high society despite his family’s background in trade.
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