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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the fifth in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find games by players rated above 2700 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The variations covered in this volume are: 


	Alapin Variation 2 c3 

	The Grand Prix Attack 

	The Closed Sicilians

	The Rossolimo Attack with 3...g6

	The Rossolimo Attack with Other 3rd Moves

	The Moscow Attack

	2.Nf3 d6 Specialties

	2.Nf3 e6 Specialties

	O'Kelly, Hyper-Fianchetto & Nimzowitsch

	Other Specialties



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of B20-B29, B30-B31, B40, and B50-B55. There is a total of 132 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

October 2017
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Alapin Variation 2 c3
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Game # 1

E.Schmittdiel (2483) – P.Wells (2492) B22

German Bundesliga 1999

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.Qxd4 e6 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Qe4 Qc7 8.Nbd2 f5 9.exf6 Nxf6 10.Qh4 d5 11.Bd3 e5?! 

Black has a couple of alternatives at this point: 

11...Ne5!? 12.Bb5+ Kf7 13.Nxe5+ Qxe5+ 14.Be2 Qc7 (or 14...g5!? 15.Qd4 Qxd4 16.cxd4 g4 17.f3 h5 18.fxg4 hxg4 19.0–0 Bd6 20.g3 Kg7 with chances to both sides) 15.g4 Be7 16.g5 Ne8 17.Nf3 e5 18.g6+ Kg8 19.Qh5 Bd6?? (Black is fine after 19...hxg6 20.Qxe5 Qxe5 21.Nxe5 Bf5) 20.gxh7+ Kf8 21.Nh4 and Black resigned, 1–0, Vorotnikov-Ivanov, Yaroslavl 1979. 

11...Bd6! 12.Bg6+ Ke7 13.0–0 Bd7 14.Bd3 h6 15.Bg6 (White is rightfully concerned about the welfare of the queen which is left with very few squares) 15...Raf8 16.c4 Kd8 17.Nb3? Ne7 18.c5 Bxh2+ 19.Nxh2 Nxg6 20.Qd4 e5 with a large advantage for Black, Booij-O.Foisor, Groningen 1990.

12.Bg6+ hxg6 

Sacrificing the exchange to keep the right to castle and displace White's queen.

13.Qxh8 e4 14.Nd4? 

White should have played the more aggressive 14.Ng5!, for instance, 14...Bf5 15.Qh4 0–0–0 16.0–0 Bd6?! (Black can do better with 16...Ne5 17.Nb3 Nd3 18.Be3 Re8 with some, but not full compensation for the exchange) 17.Nb3 Ng4 18.h3 Nh6 19.f4 and Black no longer has compensation for the exchange, Kranzl-Ceschia, Austria 2003.

14...Ne5 15.0–0 

[image: image]

What is Black's best move?

White should have played 15.Qh4 although 15...Nd3+ 16.Ke2 Be7 17.Qg3 Qb6 18.Qxg6+ Kf8 is very unpleasant for White, Black, for example, threatens 19...Nf4+, but 19.Kf1 can be met with 19...Nxf2!.

15...g5! White resigned. The queen is trapped. In another game, White carried on a bit longer: 15...g5 16.Nxe4 dxe4 17.Bf4 gxf4 18.Qh4 Nf7 19.f3 e3 20.Qe1 Bd7 21.Qd1 Bc5 22.Qb3 Qb6 23.Rfe1 Bxd4 24.cxd4 Qxb3 25.axb3 and White finally resigned, 0–1, Zivkovic-Barlov, Valjevo 1984.  0–1

Game # 2

M.Zumsande (2360) – T.Henrichs (2449) B22

Dortmund 2000

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.Nf3 e6 6.cxd4 d6 7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bd3 Nc6 9.a3 dxe5 10.dxe5 Nd7 11.Bb5 

Alternatively, 11.Bf4 Be7 12.0–0 g5 13.Bg3 h5 14.h3 g4 15.hxg4 hxg4 16.Nfd2 Bh4 17.Qxg4 Ndxe5 18.Bxe5 Nxe5 19.Bb5+ Kf8 20.Qe4 Bf6, with a sharp position where Black, despite having lost the right to castle and his king's somewhat odd placement on f8, has a good game, Lupulescu-Halkias, Dresden 2008.

11...Qa5+ 

Black has tried a couple of other moves at this point: 

11...Be7 12.0–0 0–0 13.Bf4 a6 14.Bxc6 bxc6 15.Qc2 c5 16.Nc3 Bb7 17.Ne4 h6 18.Rfd1 Bd5 19.Qe2 Qb6 with a comfortable position for Black, Sedlak-Damljanovic, Subotica 2014. 

11...Qc7 12.0–0 Ndxe5 13.Nxe5 Qxe5 14.Nc3 Be7 15.Qf3 0–0 16.Bf4 Qc5 17.b4 Qb6 18.Qg3 e5 19.Be3 Nd4 20.Qxe5 Bf6 and Black has at least equalized, Vajda-Solak,  Istanbul 2003.

12.Nc3 Bb4 

[image: image]

What is White's best move?

13.axb4! 

White is welcoming Black's queen to take the rook and visit the a1–square.

13...Qxa1 14.0–0 Nxb4 

Or 14...a5 15.Bxc6 bxc6 16.b5 (focused on winning Black's queen, White fails on the rule that goes "if you find a good move, try to find an even better one." With 16.Qd6!, White could have delivered on that, for instance, 16...axb4 17.Bg5 f6 18.Qxe6+ Kd8 19.exf6 gxf6 20.Bxf6+ Nxf6 21.Qxf6+ Kc7 22.Nb5+ cxb5 23.Qxh8 Qa7 and while the queen escaped, the king doesn't... 24.Rc1+ Kb7 25.Qg7+ Kb6 26.Qf6+ with mate in a few moves) 16...cxb5 17.Nd4 b4 18.Nb3 and White is winning, Shukurova-Urosevic, Oropesa del Mar 2001.

15.Qd6 Black resigned. After 15.Qd6 Nc6 16.Bg5, the party is over.

1–0

Game # 3

M.Turov (2460) – S.Namgilov (2430) B22

Decin 1998

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.c3 Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 5.Bc4 d6 6.exd6 

6.d4 is the main line.

6...Qxd6 

6...Bxd6 is more common, and now 7.d4 0–0 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.0–0 b6 10.Bg5 Nf6 11.Nbd2 Bb7 12.Qe2 Nbd7 was equal as in Tiviakov-Van Wely, Netherlands 2014.

7.d4 

Or 7.0–0 Nc6 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 Be7 10.Nc3 0–0 11.Ne4 Qb4 12.b3 Rd8 13.Qe2 Bd7 and Black has equalized, Khamrakulov-Parligras,  Seville 2005.

7...cxd4 8.Nxd4 Nc6 9.Nxc6 Qxc6 10.Qe2 Bd7 11.0–0 Bd6 12.Rd1 Nf4?? 
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How should White best continue?

Black should have played something normal like 12...0–0 13.g3 Rad8 14.Nd2 Bc7 15.Nf3 Nf6 when the chances are about even.

13.Bxf4 Bxf4 14.Rxd7! Ouch! Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 4

E.Sveshnikov (2508) – P.Haugli (2362) B22

Riga 2004

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.Bc4 Nb6 6.Bb3 d5 7.exd6 Qxd6 8.Na3 Bf5 

Two other options for Black are: 

8...a6 9.0–0 Bf5 10.d4 cxd4 11.Nxd4 Nxd4 12.cxd4 e6 13.Qf3 Qd7 14.d5 Nxd5 15.Rd1 Bxa3 16.bxa3 0–0 with chances to both sides, Howell-Vidit, Douglas 2016. 

8...Be6 9.d4 cxd4 10.Nb5 Qd7 11.Bxe6 Qxe6+ 12.Be3 Qd7 13.Nbxd4 Nxd4 14.Bxd4 Qa4 15.Qb3 Qxb3 16.axb3 Nc8 17.b4 and White is in command of the game, Tan-Zhou Jianchao, Kuala Lumpur 2017.

9.d4 cxd4 10.Nb5 Qd7 

Or 10...Qd8 11.Nfxd4 Nxd4 12.Nxd4 Bg6 13.0–0 e6 14.Qf3 Bc5 15.Be3 Qe7 16.Nc6 Qd6 17.Rfd1 Qxc6 18.Qxc6+ bxc6 19.Bxc5 and White has a large positional plus, Stripunsky-Reis, Arlington 2013.

11.Nbxd4 Nxd4 

Black has also tried 11...Bg6 12.0–0 e6 13.Qe2 Nxd4 14.Nxd4 Bc5 15.Rd1 Bxd4 16.Rxd4 Qc6 17.h4 when White has a clear advantage, Codenotti-De Filomeno, Montecatini Terme 2011.

12.Nxd4 Be4 13.0–0 e6 14.Qe2 Bd5 

[image: image]

What did White play here that made Black resign the game?

15.Rd1 Black resigned! 

While the resignation seems wildly premature, it is pretty clear that Black is serious trouble and is, in fact, likely losing. However, resigning early never won any games, but let's look at what could have happened... 15.Rd1, and now: 15...0–0–0 (15...Bxb3 16.axb3 a6 17.Be3 (White could improve with 17.Bg5! Qc7 (or 17...Be7 18.Nf5) 18.Nxe6 and Black can resign) 17...Rd8 18.Nb5 Qc6 19.Rxd8+ Kxd8 20.Rd1+ Nd7 was played in Marcelin-Gaillard, Montigny le Bretonneux 1999, and now 21.Bg5+ Ke8 22.Nd4 Qb6 23.b4 e5 24.b5 would have left White with a large advantage) 16.c4 Bc6 17.Bg5 Qxd4 18.Bxd8? (I'm not sure why White didn't just take the queen, for example, 18.Rxd4 Rxd4 19.Be3 Re4 20.Bc2 Re5 21.f4 Ra5 22.Bd2 and White is winning) 18...Qf4 19.Bxb6 axb6 20.Qd2 Qf6 21.Bc2 Be7 22.b4, and although White somehow managed not to win this position, he has a decisive advantage at this point, Harley-Tavoularis, Birmingham 2006.

1–0

Game # 5

S.Vysochin (2527) – R.Bairachny (2428) B22

Voronezh 2001

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.d4 cxd4 6.Bc4 Nb6 7.Bb3 d6 8.exd6 Qxd6 9.0–0 Be6 10.Na3 Bxb3 11.Qxb3 g6 

This is a very rare continuation. Instead, the more common 11...e6 has been played in more than 200 games in my database: 12.Rd1 Qd5 13.Nb5 Rc8 14.Nfxd4 Nxd4 15.Nxd4, and now: 

15...Qxb3 16.axb3 a6 17.b4 Nd5 18.b5 Nc7 19.Bf4 Nxb5 20.Nxb5 axb5 21.Ra7 and White has a clear advantage in the endgame, Manca-Li Bo, Budapest 2017. 

15...Bc5 16.Qb5+ Qd7 17.Qf1 Qe7 18.Nf5 Qf6 19.Qb5+ Rc6 20.Nd6+ Bxd6 21.Bg5 Qg6 22.Rxd6 0–0 and Black has equalized, Esserman-Timofeev,  Budapest 2017. 

12.Nb5 Qd7 

Also 12...Qb8 has been tried, although I wouldn't recommend it: 13.Ng5! Nd8 14.g3!? (14.Re1!? is normal and quite good) 14...Bg7 15.Nxd4 (White should have played the more direct and much better 15.Bf4! intending to meet 15...e5 with 16.cxd4! 0–0 (or 16...exf4 17.Rfe1+) 17.dxe5 Bxe5 18.Be3 Nc6 19.Rad1 with clearly better chances for White) 15...0–0 16.Re1 h6 17.Ngf3 Nc6 18.Bf4 Qd8 19.Ne5 and here a draw was agreed, ½–½, Kathmale-Gatineau, Paris 2016,

13.Re1 

[image: image]

What is best 13...Bg7, or 13...Nd5?

13...Nd5?? 

Black could have equalized with 13...Bg7 14.Nfxd4 Nxd4 15.Nxd4 Bxd4 16.cxd4 0–0 17.Bh6 Rfd8 18.Rac1 Rac8, when Black's dark-squared issue on the kingside is counterbalanced by the isolated d-pawn.

14.Qxd5! Ouch! Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 6

J.Pinski (2375) – M.Brodsky (2540) B22

Warsaw 2010

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.cxd4 d6 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bxf7+?! 

This variation is tempting but ultimately quite dubious. The main lines are 8.Bb5, and 8.Bb3.

8...Kxf7 9.e6+ Bxe6 

Black's best continuation is 9...Kg8! 10.Ng5 Nd5! (or 10...Qe8!? 11.d5 Nd8 12.Nc3 h6 13.Nh3 Nxe6 14.dxe6 Bxe6 15.Nf4 Bc4 with a clear advantage for Black, Dahm-Richter, Germany 2006) 11.Nc3 Qa5 12.0–0 h6?? (12...g6! 13.Qf3 Nf6 is much better for Black) 13.Qh5 Bxe6?? (13...hxg5 14.Qf7+ Kh7 15.Qh5+ leads to draw by perpetual check), and now instead of 14.Nxe6?? Nxc3 15.Qf3 Nd5 16.b4 Ndxb4 17.Nf4 Qf5 18.Qb3+ Kh7 and Black is winning, Shneider-Shelk, Irkutsk 2009, White should have played 14.Qg6! Nd8 15.Nxe6 Nf6 16.Nxd8 Qxd8 17.Re1 Qd7 18.d5 with clearly better chances for White. 

Also, the "king of the hill" approach can be played, e.g., 9...Kxe6 10.Ng5+ Kd7 11.Nf7 Qe8 12.Nxh8 e6 13.Qd3 g6 14.Qh3 Bg7 15.Qxh7 Qxh8 16.Qxg6 Bxd4 and Black is winning, Spirliadis-Palac, Skopje 2013. "King of the hill" refers to the chess variant where the winner is the side who first puts his king on a central square (e4, d4, d5, e5).

10.Ng5+ Kf6 11.Qh5?? 
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How should Black best continue?

11.Nc3!? Qd7 12.d5 Bf5 13.Nce4+ Bxe4 14.Nxe4+ Kf7 15.dxc6 bxc6 16.0–0 Kg8 when White has compensation for the pawn, but certainly no more than that, Serfling-Grochowski,  ICCF email 2006.

11...g6! 12.Qh4 

Or 12.Nxh7+ Kg7 13.Qh6+ Kg8 14.Qxg6+ Bg7 15.Qxe6+ Kxh7 when White's attack is running out of gasoline, and he is a piece down without compensation.

12...Qc8 13.Nc3 Kg7 14.0–0 h6 15.Nf3 Bd5 Black has consolidated his material lead. White resigned.

0–1

Game # 7

J.Magem Badals (2505) – P.Glavina Rossi (2395) B22

Zaragoza 1994

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.c3 Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 5.Bc4 Nb6 6.Bb3 d6 7.Qe2 

This queen move is a reasonably rare continuation. The main lines are 7.exd6 and 7.d4.

7...dxe5 8.Nxe5 N8d7?? 

[image: image]

How should White continue?

Black should have played 8...Bd6 9.0–0 0–0 10.Na3 a6 with chances to both sides.

9.Nxf7 Black resigned. This sequence of moves was also seen in Brandenburg-Broekmeulen, 2006.

1–0

Game # 8

E.Sveshnikov (2535) – A.Vitolinsh (2415) B22

Riga 1987

1.e4 c5 2.c3 Nf6 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.Bc4 Nb6 7.Bb3 d5 8.exd6 Qxd6 9.0–0 g6 10.Ng5 e6 

The alternative is 10...Nd8 and now a recent game continued 11.Qf3 (but 11.cxd4! seems to improve 11...Bg7 12.d5 Bf5 13.Nc3 0–0 14.Be3 was clearly better for White in Jonsson-Oksanen,  ICCF corr 2002) 11...Qf6 12.Qxf6 exf6 13.Ne4 Be7 14.Re1 Be6 15.cxd4 f5 16.Nc5 Bxc5 17.dxc5 Nd7 was Gerzhoy-Corrales Jimenez, Wheeling 2013, and here White's best try for an edge is 18.Ba4! Nc6 19.Be3 f4 20.Bxf4 Nxc5 21.Bxc6+ bxc6 with a positional plus for White.
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