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Preface




My interest in family history sent me on a journey of discovery, full of surprises, shock, and total disbelief as to where our background began. Our ancestors’ footprints left heavy dents in the lands of England, Ireland and Lundy Island. These footprints took me back in time to where their lives began and the wonderful history that accompanied this scandalous, but exciting, family.
 I was totally unaware of my maternal grandfather’s background. This turned out to be a real treasure trove of history that made me want to shout from the rooftops and let the world know what I had uncovered.
 My ordinary family was ordinary no more!
 Hence my story, connecting the past with the present, and awakening the history that accompanied this notorious family through the passage of time.
 *
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Introduction





  The de Marisco family was from an Anglo-Norman background and maintained a tempestuous relationship with the English monarchy.

  In my research on this family, I have come across many contradictory stories, which have been rather confusing at times. But my saviour was a journal kept by the Marris family in England, recording their history down through the generations. The writers of this journal were Reverend George Marris (born 1780), Harold Colquhoun Marris Esq. OBE (born 1883), and Tyrrell Marris (born 1930). This was their written record, kept for future Marris families.

  The repeating of family names across generations has confused many historians who struggle to identify which generation certain members belonged to. Also, the de Marisco men in most instances had several wives, adding to the confusion.

  While doing several years of research, I discovered that there was another side to the de Mariscos and where their lineage may have begun. Again, I have been met with conflicting stories. Did they come to England from Marcq in France, as recorded in the family journal? Or were they descendants of an illegitimate son of King Henry I, as some historians have recorded?

  There is no actual evidence either way, only what has been recorded in books written by English historians. So now I am left in limbo, not knowing which of these versions is correct. I have elected to tell both sides of the story.

  From this point the family saga continues with the building of a wealthy empire, acquiring strategic lands that earned them a place in English and Irish history. With the turning of the tides, fortunes and names changed throughout the following generations.

  In Marlborough, New Zealand, the Marris family—descendants of the de Mariscos from Lundy Island—have developed a magnificent vineyard named Marisco Vineyards, honouring their family history.

  The Kings Series is five wines: the King’s Bastard Chardonnay, the King’s Favour Sauvignon Blanc, the King’s Thorn Pinot Gris, the King’s Wrath Pinot Noir, and A Sticky End Noble Sauvignon Blanc.

  These wines are marketed under the Marisco umbrella and are deserving of their names as they have been lovingly matched to the type of grapes suited to the concept of their own individual stories.

  *
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Origins of the 
de Mariscos




From the lineage and rich history of the de Mariscos evolved the Marris families, whose lives we will follow through to the present day. While many families remained in England, others spanned the globe. That indomitable spirit and determination that flowed through the blood of their de Marisco ancestors remained with them through all their adversities and throughout their journeys.
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Who were the de Mariscos?





  The de Mariscos were a highborn and influential family of Norman descent, with connections to France, England, Lundy Island, and Ireland. Along with this family came fame and shame, love and hatred, loyalty and treachery, and a solid place in English history. To understand their origins, we should first look into the origins of the Normans.

  In AD 911 the Frankish King Charles (the Simple), in an effort to stop raids of his land, offered a large amount of land in Northern France to a band of Vikings, led by Rollo, in total obedience to the Frankish Crown. During the years of Duke Rollo’s reign, the local term for ‘Norsemen’ slowly contracted to ‘Norman’.

  The Anglo-Normans were mainly the descendants of the Normans who ruled England following the Norman Conquest by William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. A small number of Normans had earlier befriended future Anglo-Saxon King of England, Edward the Confessor, during his exile in his mother’s homeland, Normandy. Edward was brought up in Normandy, and in 1042 brought masons to work on Westminster Abbey, the first Romanesque building in England.

  In the year 1066, the Saxon-Dane rulers of England were overthrown and replaced by the new invaders—the Normans. Following the invasion, one of the things William I wanted to do was to establish Norman control. This was in part forced by the building of Motte and Bailey castles over the land (the Normans were well known for building castles) where the Norman Knights could have a base to subjugate the surrounding lands. The Normans were among the most travelled peoples of Europe.

  Now that the Battle of Hastings was over, England submitted to its Norman overlords. The Normans seemed to combine up-to-date military skills and tactics with their own violent Scandinavian Viking Heritage. They had many vengeful Bretons backing them up.

  Wherever the English arose against this usurpation of their rights and homeland, William the Conqueror would put the revolt down mercilessly and destructively. He left leaving the land uninhabitable, families homeless or butchered, villages wiped out, and towns ransacked and burned. Those left died of disease or hunger.

  Also known as William the Bastard, he was the son of unmarried Robert and his mistress Herleva. When he became King of England, he wanted both England and the Duchy of Normandy. Only when the ‘bastard’s’ English-born son, Henry, married Edith of Scotland, did the English begin accepting him. For it was through her that the ancient blood of the Royal House of Wessex had flowed, and only then would the descendants of William truly become heirs of the English throne which William had usurped and stolen.

  On 25 December 1066, Archbishop Eldred placed the Crown of England on William the Bastard’s head. William built castles everywhere and fortified pockets of land to defend against the enemy. This was the downfall of the English, as they were not prepared for invasion. In 1068 William marched on Exeter, which submitted, and he was given a castle. He continued his campaign in the North of England, Devon, Cornwell, Dorset and Somerset.

  An Englishman looked towards the sky as if pleading for divine intervention, saying, “A cold Heart and a Bloody Hand, now rule the English Land.”

  In 1087 William the ‘bastard’ King was injured in a horse riding accident and suffered terrible pain, and died not long after. Orderic Vitalis (1075–1142, a Benedictine monk who wrote on Normandy and Anglo Norman England) recorded his dying words. “May god forgive me, for I have taken that which is not mine to take.” So ended the life of William the Bastard, the usurper who sought to rule a land that was not his to rule, a land whose people he treated cruelly, a people he had no God-given right to persecute or govern.

  He was followed by his son William Rufus II who was to be as cruel to the English people as his father.
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Two theories of the 
de Marisco lineage




  The task of putting together the de Marisco history was uncomplicated until I discovered that several English historians had named William de Marisco as an illegitimate son of King Henry I. A recent English author qualified this by writing that the de Marisco family coat of arms bore a lion rampant, the lion of England, though the coat of arms of the present Marris family does not support this.

  On 7 January 1966 the English Daily Telegraph newspaper published a special article to mark the anniversary of the Norman Conquest. It named the Marris’s as one of only four families who can prove that an ancestor fought for William of Normandy at the Battle of Hastings, nine centuries ago.

  So I was left in limbo, not knowing which of these theories was correct. I’ve elected here to tell both sides of the story.

  Theory one: de Marisco lineage from Marcq in France

  We’ll start with the most commonly-held theory of the origins of the de Mariscos. The Vicomte de Marcq came from a small town near Calais in France in about the year 1000. His younger son Osbert de Marcq held, under Walter Flandrensis in 1087, two hides in Horton (a hide is traditionally taken as 120 acres) and six hides in Evenlai (Evenly) Northamptonshire. Osbert married a lady of a Breton family. The Breton families were descendants of the Celtic tribes who were granted lands by King William for their assistance at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. They came to hold important positions in the Norman nobility of England, forging alliances through arranged marriages with the King of Scotland.

  They had one known son, Adelolf de Marcq (de Merk). He was one of the twenty-seven known companions of William on the battlefield. For this he was awarded the Manors of Little Holland, Lincolnshire, and Tolleshunt and Leleford. According to the Doomsday Book (Essex), he held from Count Eustace II, Marks Hall (Figure 1) in Latton and Marks Manor in Dunmow. In Cambridgeshire he held one hide at Croxton from Hardwin de Scalers (Hardouin d’Escaliers), a Norman noble who had come from France with William the Conqueror as a steward of his household. He received a number of domains in Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire from a grateful William.

  
    [image: Marks Hall]
    Figure 1. Marks Hall mansion, Essex

  

  Ultimately, Adelolf succeeded to his father’s lands in Northamptonshire. He married a daughter of William de la Launde de Patry. (The women were often referred to as sister of, or daughter of.) They had two known sons, Geoffrey and Jordon. Geoffrey de Marcq is mentioned in the Essex Pipe Rolls of 1129–1130 and held land in Herefordshire. He married and had a family, but later returned to Marcq in France and became a Monk at Maule, near Calais.

  Jordon de Marcq served at Mont St Michel, Brittany, with Prince Henry and Baldwin de Redvers. The Island of Mont St Michel is located approximately one kilometre from the Normandy coast and was only accessible at low tide. The King of Franks agreed to grant the island to the Bretons in the year 867. In 1067 the Monastery of Mont St Michel gave its support to Duke William of Normandy in his claim to the throne of England.

  When Henry became King, Jordon de Marcq (later also known as Jordon de Marisco) received from him Cumberton in Cambridgeshire and the farm of Clipston in Nottinghamshire. Jordon married Hedwisa, daughter of Baldwin de Redvers. Baldwin de Redvers was made Earl of Devon by Empress Matilda after she established herself in England in early 1141. He founded several monasteries, notably those of Quarr Abbey in the Isle of Wight, and the Priory of St James at Exeter.

  Theory two: Was Jordon de Marcq descended from King Henry I?

  Before we continue the de Marisco story, let’s digress briefly to consider an alternative theory: Was Jordon de Marcq—a key figure in the de Marisco family lineage—in fact descended from King Henry I via one of his numerous illegitimate sons, William de Marisco?

  William I, son of William the Conqueror, married Queen Matilda of Flanders who was the daughter of Baldwin V de Lille, count of Flanders, and Adele Capet, princess of France. They had four sons and three daughters. William I split his kingdom between his two eldest sons, William and Robert. Another son, Richard, died young.

  William Rufus II was given England and reigned from 1057–1100. Robert was given Normandy and became the Duke of Normandy. No land was given to Henry Beauclere because as the youngest son he was expected to become a Bishop. When William Rufus II was shot dead while out with a shooting party—which his brother Henry was part of—Henry rushed home and seized the throne. Was this a planned ploy for Henry to take the throne? Henry Beauclere became King Henry I in 1100.

  His brother Robert managed Normandy badly and the Normans wanted him gone, so they invited King Henry I to take the Dukedom of Normandy. Henry led an English army into Normandy, which he took from his feckless brother at The Battle of Tinchebray. Robert was taken prisoner by his brother and imprisoned in Cardiff Castle, Wales, where he lived for 28 years until his death.

  Henry I further cemented his popularity by marrying Edith of Scotland, the daughter of Malcolm Canmore (Malcolm Greathead), King of the Scots, and the Saxon, St Margaret (sister of Edgar Atheling) of the Saxon Royal House. Edith—or Matilda as she became—was a good and much-respected Queen. Although Henry was seldom faithful to his Queen, theirs was considered a good marriage by royal standards.

  King Henry I was the King, “who would let no one break the law—but himself”. He was shrewd, tough, ambitious and brutal. His name, Beauclerc, denoted his good education and he was probably the first Norman King to be fluent in English.

  Henry I claimed England, promising to govern according to the old laws of England. He carried out social and judicial reforms which included issuing the Charter of Liberties, and restoring the English laws of King Edward the Confessor.

  In November 1120, King Henry triumphed by getting the French King Louis XI to agree to securing the long-disputed lands of the Grand Duchy of Normandy. These were to pass into the hands of King Henry’s son, William Adelin, upon Henry’s death. It was to culminate in one of the worst shipping disasters in England’s royal history.

  King Henry I arranged as a political alliance the marriage of his son William (aged between 12 and 15 years) to Isobella d’Anjou who was 12 years old, daughter of Count Fulk V of Anjou. The young William was taken to Anjou to marry. Then, leaving his bride behind, he returned to England with his father.

  Just as the King was about to embark on his homeward journey, a man named Thomas FitzStephen approached him and said, “I have a vessel which is aptly called the White Ship excellently fitted out, and ready for the Royal Service”. He added that his grandfather, Airard, had served King Henry’s father, William I in carrying the Norman Duke across the Channel when he invaded England. Henry replied, “Your request meets my approval, but I have indeed chosen a fine ship for myself and will not change it, but I will entrust to you, my son William Adelin, and many nobles of my Realm”.
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