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Chapter 1
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I can’t believe I let my brother talk me into this. Renting a room from his best friend, Nate, while I attend college nearby seemed like a great idea at the time. Affordable rent, close to campus, and someone to keep an eye on me—what could go wrong? 

Well, for starters, no one told me Nate was smoking hot. With his chiseled jaw, bright green eyes, and the physique of someone who clearly hits the gym regularly, he takes my breath away. He’s twenty years older than my nineteen years, and he’s my brother’s buddy. He’s so off-limits. I need to get my mind out of the gutter.

“You must be Zoe,” Nate greets me with a warm smile as I lug my suitcase up the steps to his craftsman style house. “It’s great to finally meet you. Dylan has told me a lot about you.”

“Likewise,” I reply, hoping I don’t sound as flustered as I feel under his penetrating gaze. “Thanks again for letting me stay here. You’re cheaper than the dorms.”

“I’m happy to help. Let me show you to your room so you can get settled in.”

As I follow him inside, I can’t help but notice how his jeans hug his toned legs and ass. I mentally scold myself. He’s just my landlord, nothing more.  I can’t let my hormones and his good looks derail this arrangement.

It’s Labor Day weekend, and classes start on Tuesday. I didn’t bring much, so I waited for the last minute before moving. With how hot he is, it’s probably better that I wasn’t here earlier and drooling over him for weeks. This is going to be rough. 

The bedroom is cozy and bright, with a view of the backyard. “This is perfect. Thanks, Nate. I really appreciate it.”

“Glad you like it. I’ll let you unpack. I usually make dinner around 7 if you want to join me.”

“Sounds great,” I agree, already anticipating how domestic this could feel, sharing meals...we could snuggle on the couch together...No, I can’t let myself think that way.

Once alone, I flop back on the bed and sigh. Living under the same roof as Nate, getting to know him, spending time together—this has the potential to get very complicated. My body needs to get with the program. We can’t be lusting after my brother’s best friend.

Even as I say that, my hand moves between my legs. and I rub my hand over my cotton shorts, keeping the thin barrier between my hand and my pussy. I can tell I’m already wet, and I allow myself a brief daydream that it’s Nate rubbing my pussy and not me.

Sighing, I pull my hand away. I’ve never had sex, though I plan on changing that within my first semester of college. It’s time to find out what the fuss is all about. I definitely can’t be imagining my first time being with my landlord. 

I have a sinking suspicion that the longer I’m around Nate, the harder it will be to see him as just the guy I’m renting a room from. I’m in trouble already.

***
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Dinner with Nate doesn’t help. He’s sexy when he’s cooking, and he keeps teasing me about vetting any college guy I date. Every time I imagine him stepping in to protect me, I blush. Shit, he probably thinks I’m shy, when in reality, I’m sitting here wondering how I’m even going to look at other guys while I’m living with him.
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