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    To Tiana Grobler,

Your love and belief in dragons have breathed life into a world that exists not just on these pages, but in the boundless realms of imagination. Your dreams and fantasies have given wings to dragons, soaring through the endless cosmos and parallel universes. Somewhere, in a distant corner of reality or imagination, your world—the world of dragons—truly exists.

This book is a tribute to your spirit, a testament to the power of dreams and the magic they can create. May you always believe, for in your belief, dragons will forever soar.

With all the wonder and adventure the universe has to offer,From Uncle Karel
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​Chapter 1 - The Signal from the Stars
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Princess Mila, the second princess in the Nordic Federation, was visiting a center for young scientists on their home planet of Auriga. With her silky white hair and deep blue eyes, Princess Mila captured the essence of Nordic beauty. While she admired the various young scientists' exhibitions, she noticed one girl sitting alone, looking a bit sad.

Being brave and fair, Princess Mila could not stand to see someone so downcast on this special day. She quietly approached the girl, who jumped up upon seeing her. "My apologies, Princess! I didn't see you," the girl said, embarrassed.

Princess Mila smiled warmly. "No need for formalities; I'm a Nordic just like you. What's your name, and why do you look so troubled?"

"My name is Tiana, and I'm a bit down because nobody takes me seriously," she answered, her eyes meeting the floor.

Mila sat next to her. "You can call me Mila when we're not at official events. Why are people not taking you seriously?" she inquired.

Tiana said she was 13 and that she had developed a radio receiver for signals from deep space. "Ever since I can remember, the cosmos has fascinated me," Tiana said, her eyes lighting up. "But I recently received a strange signal, and everyone thinks my equipment is faulty."

"Are you certain your equipment is functional?" Mila asked, her brows furrowed.

"Yes, Mila, I'm sure. Would you like to see it?" Tiana's eyes widened with anticipation.

Mila nodded, intrigued. "Show me your receiver; maybe we can solve this together."

Tiana led her to a small lab at the back of the building and showed her a device. "This uses a Sonosite Crystal to pick up energy vibrations and display them on the screen," Tiana explained as she activated it.

Mila watched, amazed. She then called her friend Elion, a respected young scientist, who arrived promptly. "Interesting," Elion said after examining the equipment. "It's hard to say if the source is natural or potentially from another civilization, but it is picking up something."

Mila looked thoughtful. "Elion, please analyze this further. If it's worth investigating, would you be willing to accompany Tiana and me?"

"Absolutely," Elion agreed. "This could be a significant scientific discovery."

Turning back to Tiana, Mila asked, "Would you want to bring anyone along?"

Tiana looked a bit embarrassed. "Yes, but he is not a scientist, just a friend. His name is Thorvald. He is the only one believing in me," she answered.

Mila paused and looked at Tiana, her eyes showing a mix of interest and concern. "Your discovery could be significant, Tiana. But before we embark on any journey, I need to consult with my council and science advisors. They must assess the risks and potential value of such an expedition." She looked at her QE device and started to schedule a meeting. "I will try to push for it; you have my word. Expect to hear from me within two days."

Tiana felt a swirl of emotions. This could be her chance, but uncertainty clouded her joy. Will the council approve the mission? Will they believe in her project? With these thoughts, she got onto her solev, a transport device using anti-gravity technology to float, and headed home. The weight of the two days ahead weighed heavily on her young shoulders, but she also felt a glimmer of hope. It was as if her life had suddenly jumped into fast-forward, racing toward a future full of unknowns.
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Chapter 2 - Armanate: Home of the Dragons
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Tiana couldn't sleep that night, her mind racing with thoughts about the possibility of an upcoming journey. She looked out her window, watching the night sky as if the stars could give her the answers she so desperately needed. The next day, the council, convened by Princess Mila, finally reached a decision.

"The mission is approved," announced Lord Vexor, one of the council members. "We recommend the use of the Sapphire II for its unparalleled speed and defensive capabilities. Princess Mila, we entrust you to appoint the mission leader and team."

Mila nodded solemnly, now burdened with the task of assembling a group that could carry out such a sensitive reconnaissance mission. As she pondered her options, the Sapphire II stood ready in the dock—a magnificent spaceship boasting an unmatched set of laser cannons, plasma blasters, and shielding technologies. Its purpose was clear: to investigate and trace the source of a mysterious signal emanating from an unknown region of space. But for Tiana, the weight of the council's decision brought both relief and a set of new, daunting uncertainties.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE DRAGONS OF

MANAT-
SCIENCE FICTION /FANTASY ADVEN UhE

-





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





