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    Numbers 8:7. And thus shalt thou do unto them to purify them: Sprinkle water of purification upon them, and let them shave off all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so purify themselves. Then let them take a young bullock with its flesh for a sin offering, fine flour mingled with oil, and another young bullock you shall take for a sin offering.

 

There are still, typically, these three things in the purification of God's people, the blood, the water and the razor. There is blood, the emblem of the removal of sin by the atoning sacrifice of Christ; water, typical of the Holy Spirit, by whom the power of sin is overcome; and then that razor, cutting off that which grows out of the flesh; that which was their beauty and their glory is all taken away from them. There are some of God's people who have not felt that "razor" much; but if they are to serve God perfectly, it must be used. "Let them shave off all their flesh."

 

 

— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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Welcome Bible class youth, in this new stage of our study of God's Word we delve into the book of Numbers. This often overlooked book contains valuable lessons and teachings for our spiritual lives today. Through accounts of wilderness wanderings, censuses of the tribes of Israel and the divine laws dictated by God, Numbers invites us to reflect on the importance of obedience, faith and faithfulness in the midst of life's trials and challenges.

In the pages of Numbers, we will find examples of how God guides, protects and provides for His people, even in the midst of uncertainty and rebellion. We will discover the importance of trusting in God's faithfulness, following His commandments and keeping our faith firm in Him, regardless of the circumstances we face. Join us on this journey of discovery and spiritual growth through the book of Numbers, and may our lives be transformed by the truth and wisdom contained in this powerful portion of Scripture. May the book of Numbers be a source of inspiration and strength for each of us in our walk with God!
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Numbers 1:1
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We begin to study the fourth book of Moses called Numbers. Perhaps we can call this book, the book of arithmetic of the Old Testament, or actually, of the whole Bible. In the Greek version of the Seventy, which is known as the Septuagint, it was called "aritmoi" which means arithmetic. Its name, Numbers, comes from the census described in the first chapter and the census mentioned in chapter twenty-six. The book of Numbers resumes the history of a people where the book of Exodus interrupted it.

The theme of this book is: The Pilgrim's Progress. Of course we realize that John Bunyan first used this title for his famous book "Pilgrim's Progress" long before us, but we have borrowed his title as the subject of this book of Numbers.

Here we find the walking, traveling, working, struggling, witnessing and worshiping of the pilgrim - the pilgrim of God. It is a guide for pilgrims, it is a road map to cross the desert of this world. Also today this book can also provide us with great help in our spiritual pilgrimage. The lessons that the children of Israel had to learn are the same lessons that we need to learn. And this is why God included this story in the Bible for you and me.

This same is what the Apostle Paul says in his letter to the Romans chapter 15, verse 4 where he says: "For the things which were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope". This theme is also developed in his first letter to the Corinthians chapter 10, verse 11 where he says: "And these things happened to them as an example, and they are written for our admonition, who have reached the ends of the ages".

In this regard, let us not forget that the author of the letter to the Hebrews says in chapter 11, verse 13: "These all died in faith, not having received what was promised, but having seen it afar off, and believing it, and saluting it, and confessing that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth". On the other hand, the Apostle Peter declares us pilgrims in his first letter, chapter 2, verse 11 when he says: "Beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul". And finally let us consider what the Lord Jesus Christ himself says in the Gospel according to John chapter 17, verses 14 and 15. The Lord says: "I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil".

Turning now to the author of this book of Numbers, Although the literary paternity of Moses has been questioned by some critics, conservative scholars and Bible believers accept that the writer was Moses, which has been ratified by archaeology. As for the historical position of this book, Numbers is the fourth book of the Pentateuch, the fourth book that Moses wrote. At the beginning of the book we find that the Israelites are still on Mount Sinai, just as they were at the beginning of our study of the previous book, that is, the book of Leviticus. And it is because the children of Israel did not march during the book of Leviticus and so they are still encamped on Mount Sinai. In our study of the first book of the Old Testament and the Pentateuch, Genesis, we have considered the creation and the fall of man; it is the book of beginnings. The book records the beginning of Israel, not yet a nation but as a growing family migrating to Egypt to escape the extinction brought by famine.

The book of Exodus is the great book of redemption. The children of Israel had headed for Egypt and Exodus is the story of their departure from Egypt. This book begins with the Israelites working in the brick factories of Egypt and concludes by letting us know the wonderful way in which God delivers them from their bondage. Now, the book of Leviticus is the book of worship and communion. There God spoke to them from the Tabernacle. There is no movement, no journey evident in the book of Leviticus. And so we come then to the book of Numbers which is the book of the pilgrim's progress. The time between these two numbers, that is, between these two censuses, reveals the tragedy of this people in the wilderness.

In our study of the book of Numbers, we will see the departure of the Israelites from Mount Sinai and their march to Kadesh Barnea. Now in Kadesh Barnea their attitude of unbelief crystallizes into outright disobedience. No doubt the author of the letter to the Hebrews is referring to this situation when he says in chapter 3, verse 19: "And we see that they could not enter because of unbelief". (Hebrews 3:19). After Kadesh Barnea, they began to travel as wanderers in the wilderness until all that generation died in the wilderness. The two notable exceptions were Joshua and Caleb. The years of this aimless journey constitute a true chain of sufferings, a journey of tragedies, and a history of wanderings.

There was a distance of about 240 kilometers between Mount Sinai and Kadesh Barnea - a journey that in those times should not take more than 11 days. Considering that they spent 30 days at Kibroth, we note that they took 40 years to make a journey that should have taken them 40 days. At Kadesh Barnea their walk became a total misdirection. And because they refused to enter the Promised Land, God did not allow them to go beyond Kadesh Barnea. What happened at the end of their journey then, is that they returned to the same place. So in Numbers chapter 20 verse 1, we find them again at Kadesh Barnea. So, between the census of the first chapter and the census in chapter 26, we find a history of the Israelites' wilderness journeys for some 38 years and 10 months, beginning this history with the first moving of the camp, after the tabernacle was erected.

Now a comparison between the two censuses that appear in the book of Numbers will indicate that there was a great mortality. Chapter 1 verse 46 says that Israel had 603,550 men who could go out to war. But chapter 26 verse 51 states that there were only 601,730 men who could go out to war. Now this represents a loss of 1820 men fit to fight. And let us remember that this occurred after they had received God's commandment to "Be fruitful and multiply". As we can see, then, they did not grow but on the contrary, they decreased during the years they spent in the wilderness.

The initial census will help us determine the number that had left Egypt. We are quoting Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle's calculation. Dr. Kyle was a great Egyptologist and one of the editors of the Standard International Bible Encyclopedia and he was also at one time a member of the editorial staff of the National Geographic magazine that you may be familiar with. Well, Dr. Kyle was a great archaeologist who used to disseminate a lot of interesting information. And he has calculated that along with this approximate number of 600,000 men who could go out to war, there would be approximately 400,000 women. He has calculated the number of old people at 200,000 and the number of children at 800,000. He then added the foreign people following the chosen people and has calculated it at about 100,000. This gives a total estimate of about 2,100,000 people who left Egypt, not including the tribe of Levi.

We personally believe that the total number was probably closer to three million people. But the fact is that we do not have the exact numbers. Now, as we study this book of Numbers, we find six main aspects. First of all we have the provisioning of the nation of Israel for the wilderness march, which covers chapters 1 through 8. And within this aspect we have the camp arrangement in chapters 1 through 4. Now, under the theme of camp arrangement, we have the first census in chapter 1.

Chapter 2 gives us the rules and position of the 12 tribes in their march through the wilderness.

In chapter 3 we find the census, the position and the service of the Levites in the march through the wilderness.

Fourth we find the service of the Levites in the Tabernacle, in chapter 4.

Now secondly, within the provisioning of the nation of Israel for the march through the wilderness, we find the purification of the camp in chapters 5 through 8. And in chapters 5 to 8 we have then, the purification of the camp. Now, within the purification of the camp, we find:

1. The offering of restitution and jealousy, in chapter 5.

2. Chapter 6 presents the vow of the Nazarites.

3. Chapter 7 tells us about the offerings of the princes.

4. And chapter 8 presents the lights of the lampstand and the basin for the Levites.

These, then, are the Themes presented to us in the first 8 chapters of this book of Numbers, which constitute the first aspect, that is, the provisioning of the nation of Israel for the march through the wilderness.

Now, the second aspect that we find in this book is "Moving Forward", which comprises chapters 9 and 10.

A. In chapter 9 we have the theme of the Passover feast and the cloud that covered the Tabernacle.

B. And chapter 10 presents the order of the march. These two Themes comprise, then, the second aspect, that is, "onward march".

Now, the third aspect that we find when studying this book of Numbers, is from Sinai to Kadesh, comprised in chapters 11 and 12.

A. Chapter 11 presents us with the complaints and murmuring of the people that displease the Lord.

B. And chapter 12 tells us about the jealousy of Mary and Aaron and the judgment of Mary. These, then, are the two Themes contemplated within the third aspect from Sinai to Kadesh.

The fourth aspect that we find when studying the book of Numbers is the failure at Kadesh in chapters 13 and 14.

A. Chapter 13 in particular introduces us to the spies who are chosen and sent to the land of Canaan; and there we see how they return and give their report.

B. And chapter 14 tells us that Israel refuses to enter because of their unbelief. This then is what constitutes the fourth aspect, that is, the failure at Kadesh.

The fifth aspect we find contained in chapters 15 to 25 of Numbers and there we find Israel, mired in indecision and worrying over trifles in the wilderness.

A. Chapter 15 in particular tells us that this attitude of Israel delays God's blessing, but does not destroy God's purpose.

B. Chapters 16 to 19, present us with incidents regarding the priesthood.

1. Chapter 16, for example, tells us about Korah's opposition.

2. Chapter 17 tells us that Aaron's rod flourishes.

3. Chapter 18 speaks of the confirmation of the priesthood.

And chapter 19 presents us with the offering and ashes of the reddish-haired cow.

C. Now in third place, within this fifth aspect where the undecided people of Israel are troubled by small things in the wilderness, we find in chapter 20 the death of Mary and Aaron and also, water coming out of the rock.

D. Fourth within this same aspect, we have in chapter 21, Israel's first victory; the first song and the bronze serpent.

E. And fifthly in chapters 22 to 25 we have the prophet Balaam.

1. Now chapter 22 presents us with the way of Balaam.

2. Chapter 23, the error of Balaam; and 3.

3. Chapters 24 and 25 present us with the doctrine of Balaam. All this, then, constitutes the fifth aspect that we find when we study this book of Numbers where the people of Israel is indecisive, and worries about trifles in the wilderness.

Now the sixth and last aspect that we find in studying this book of Numbers, relates to the future. The new generation is preparing to enter the land. This aspect is included in chapters 26 through 36.

A. Within this aspect of the future and the preparation of the new generation to enter the promised land, we have that chapter 26 tells us about the census of the new generation.

B. Chapter 27 presents us with the woman's place under the law.

C. Chapters 28 and 29 tell us about the law of offerings.

D. Chapter 30 tells us about the law of promises and oaths.

E. Chapter 31 presents the judgment of Midian.

F. Chapter 32 tells us that the tribes of Reuben and Gad ask to stay on the east side of the Jordan.

G. Chapter 33 presents the diary of the days.

H. Chapter 34 gives us the boundaries of the promised land.

I. In chapter 35 the cities of refuge are given to the Levites.

J. And in the last chapter of this book of Numbers, chapter 36, we find the law of the promised land regarding inheritance. All of this, then, we find within the sixth and final aspect that we will consider in our study of this book of Numbers and that relates to the future and the preparation of the new generation to enter the promised land. And this, then, is the outline that we will follow, as we study this book of Numbers.

The first 8 chapters of the book of Numbers recount the provisioning of the nation of Israel for their march through the wilderness. This is the preparation for their pilgrimage. The first 4 chapters have to do with the order of the camp or as we said before, the layout of the camp. Now do not for a moment believe that what is described here is a disorderly crowd marching through the wilderness in disarray. No group has ever marched in a more orderly fashion than this one. As you study this, we are sure that you too will be impressed by the way God insisted on order in this camp.

The Apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 14 verse 40, also speaks to us about order when he says: "But let all things be done decently and in order".  God wants things to be done in order and He does things in order. Have you ever contemplated the rose, for example? Have you ever noticed how well He has formed a tree? Have you ever noticed the order of the universe? Its elements are not colliding with each other, or going to and fro. There is plenty of room for the heavenly bodies to maneuver because the Lord has arranged it that way. We live in an extraordinary universe. A universe that reveals a God of power and a God of order. And He is also a personal God, and this is a wonderful thing!

In Psalm 14:1 we read: "The fool says in his heart: there is no God". The author of this psalm uses this qualifier because the universe proclaims the message of God's existence, and the order of the universe evidences it. The power of this great universe reveals that there is a person who is controlling it. It reveals not only His person, but also His genial character. Let us read what King David tells us in his Psalm 19 verse 1. David says: "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims the work of his hands".

As we said when we were outlining the outline that we are going to follow in our study of this book of Numbers, chapter 1 tells us about The First Census. Let us read then the first verse: And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congregation, in the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying, Now God spake unto Moses in the wilderness, but he spake from the tabernacle. The tabernacle was in the wilderness. In the same way, the church today is in the world. The Lord Jesus prayed in John 17:15: "I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil." God, therefore, spoke from the tabernacle. Today there is a special building in the world. This building is not actually a physical building, but a group of people. It is what we know as "The Church".

The Apostle Paul writing to the Ephesians, says in chapter 2 of that letter, verses 19 to 22: "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, in whom the whole building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit". Now this church includes the people who are His workmanship, as it says in verse 10, chapter 2 of Ephesians: "Created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them".

But before living the experience of a life of good works that please God, it is indispensable to keep in mind what St. Paul affirmed before presenting this illustration of the church as a living organism, in full growth. The apostle told his readers, in this same letter to the Ephesians, 2:8 and 9: by grace you have been saved through faith; for this is not something that human beings have achieved on their own, it is not the result of their own actions, but something that God has given freely. Therefore, speaking of salvation, St. Paul concludes with the following statement: It is not of works, so that no one can boast of anything.
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We said that God had spoken from the tabernacle. Today there is also a special building in the world. This building is not really a physical construction, but a group of people, it is what we know as "The Church".

The Apostle Paul writing to the Ephesians, says in chapter 2, verses 19 to 21: "So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord". We also said that this church included the people who are his workmanship, as Paul declares in verse 10 of the same chapter 2 of the letter to the Ephesians, when he says: "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them". Today we continue our study of Numbers chapter 1, reading verses 2 and 3.

"Take a census of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by their families and by their fathers' houses, recording one by one the names of all the men. From twenty years old and upward, you and Aaron shall register all who are able to go out to war in Israel, according to the order of their armies."

The children of Israel must be numbered and they must be numbered for the purpose of creating an army. Now, an army is for war. When they were in the land of Egypt, they were slaves. God fought for them. He did not ask them to fight; but now that they have been brought out of Egypt, that they have come out of Egypt into the wilderness, they have to fight against their enemies.

you and I, who are believers and who live in this world, also have enemies. And these enemies are real. And once again we refer to the Epistle to the Ephesians, where the Apostle Paul tells us about the war of the believers in this world today. Paul says in chapter 6 of the letter to the Ephesians, verses 10 to 12: "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places".

God has saved us by his infinite and marvelous grace. But you and I, we are in a world that is wicked, violent, and just as the children of Israel in the wilderness, so are we in the wilderness of this world. The world is full of sin and has no interest in God, but God has saved us by His wonderful grace, which puts us at war with the enemy. The Apostle Paul wrote this in his second letter to the young preacher Timothy in chapter 2, verse 3 where he tells him, "You therefore suffer hardships as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." And also in his first letter to Timothy, chapter 6 and verse 12 he says: "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold of eternal life, to which you were also called".

This was the first time the Israelites heard of war. In this book we will find wars, trumpets, battles and giants and everything related to military life. And you and I, still today we live in this kind of world, a world of fighting.

Today it seems that some people believe that all that is necessary is to ask for "peace" by all means and that there will be peace. They talk about making love and not war. But what often happens is that many of these peacemakers cause dissension and violence while talking about peace. They do not know much about war, and nothing about true peace. On the other hand, others sincerely long for peace between peoples, and peacefully demand it. Both overlook what is fundamental, which is to achieve true peace in the human heart. They do not seem to understand that we live in a world that is perverse and that there are ambitious, aggressive and violent human beings all around us and that there will be wars and struggles, whether we like it or not. And this fact is one of the terrible realities of our world.

Let us now continue with verse 4 of this chapter 1 of Numbers:

"And there shall be with you a man of every tribe, one who is head of the house of his fathers."

The way the book begins here with the census does not seem exciting at all. It is not a story of intrigue like those mystery novels or movies shown on television. At first glance one would think that we have here a chapter with 54 verses filled with details of little importance and rather heavy reading. But it is necessary to remember that these details were important to God, and if we were to recognize some of the great truths here, we would also find it very exciting and interesting to read.

First of all, this verse four indicates that God is interested in individuals. Mass movements have their place and play their role, but God has an interest in redeemed individuals. He has an interest in each particular individual.

Moses and Aaron had been ordered to take a census and were promised that they would have an assistant from each tribe. We find here the names of the helpers; and we will not read this entire list, for the reading might be monotonous. However, it is evident that every name on the list was important to God.

We wish to demonstrate just one case so that you will see that these names have a deep meaning. If you understand the Hebrew meaning of the names, each one will give you a wonderful message. Let us read, then, verse 5 of this chapter 1 of Numbers:

"These are the names of the men who shall be with you: of the tribe of Reuben, Elishur the son of Shedeur."

This does not sound very interesting or touching, but let me explain. Reuben was Jacob's oldest son, but he was set aside and did not receive the birthright blessing. We read in Genesis 49, verses 3 and 4: "Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my strength, and the beginning of my might; the first in dignity, the first in power. Thou shalt no more be first, because thou wentest up to thy father's bed: then thou wast corrupt, when thou wentest up to my bed" ...

The chosen man of this tribe would have to be a different type. Elishur, the son of Shedeur was that man, for Elishur means "My God is a Rock" and Shedeur means "The Almighty is Fire". Do you see? This is getting interesting. It is possible that this man Elishur (My God is Rock) belonged to an impetuous tribe like the waters, but he knew a Rock that is firm.

It is like the Scottish woman who said, "I may very well tremble at the Rock, but the Rock will never tremble under me". Now you remember that they had sung in the song of Moses that God was their Rock; and that man had learned that. He knew that God is a Rock in a dry land and a foundation upon which we can stand. It is wonderful to know, that you may be an unstable person and come from an unstable or fickle family, but there is a Rock for you. Our God is a Rock.

Well, let us turn now to verse 18:

"And they gathered all the congregation together on the first day of the second month. Then they were registered by families and according to their fathers' houses, noting down one by one the names of those from twenty years old and upward."

Now, why was it so important to establish the genealogy of each family? Why are genealogies so important in the Bible? Well, we believe they have a threefold purpose. They have an immediate and direct value.

1. First, they were interesting and beneficial to those concerned. It is good to know something about one's lineage. Well, a genealogy is always something interesting and always has importance, especially when it appears in the Bible.

2. Secondly, the reason why some names and genealogies are so carefully cited in the Bible while others are omitted, is because the genealogy that interests us is the one that leads us to Jesus Christ. We saw in our study of the book of Genesis, how the rejected line of descent was first mentioned, and then left out and forgotten. Then the genealogical line leading to the Lord Jesus Christ was given and that was the line that was followed throughout the Bible.

The New Testament actually begins with a genealogy. The entire New Testament either stands or falls on the accuracy of that genealogy. This genealogy was recorded and probably publicly displayed in the temple at that time. It was something that could be easily verified and surely the enemies of Jesus were able to examine it frequently, hoping to prove that He did not have the legal right to occupy the throne of David. It is important to note that the accuracy of the genealogy of Jesus Christ has never been questioned by His enemies.

And thirdly, genealogies are important, because God forbade marriage between certain relatives, or between Jews and people of other races; and it was essential for a true Israelite to be able to declare his lineage. They were the beneficiaries of the covenant made with Abraham. Genealogy was necessary in order to determine who was eligible for the priesthood. Those who did not have a proper lineage were simply excluded from the privilege of the priesthood. An example of this is found in the book of Nehemiah.

In chapter 7 of that book, verses 63 and 64 it says: "And of the priests, the sons of Habaiah, and the sons of Koz, and the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name. These sought their register of genealogies, and it was not found; and they were excluded from the priesthood." (Nehemiah 7:63,64). The Levites who could not declare their genealogy were excluded from the priesthood.

It was really important for the Israelites to be sure that they were. Each one had to know, had to be sure, that he was a son of Abraham. You can see, then, how important this matter was for the people of Israel. In order to be in the army, in order to fight, in order to stand in their place in the camp, in order to do anything, they had to declare their genealogy.

In this detail, there is a message for us today. let us ask you a question, it is a rather personal question. is it possible for you to declare your genealogy, that is, as a Christian? If it is not possible for you, then let us tell you that you had better be able to state it with certainty. Listen to this: The Apostle John in his first letter, chapter 3, verse 2 says: "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is". Can you say this, my hearing friend, can you say with absolute certainty that you are a child of God?

Now, how does one become a child of God? The Apostle Paul, writing to the Galatians, says in chapter 3, verse 26: "For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus." Did you notice, my listening friend? By faith in Christ Jesus. There is no other way! You become a child of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. The Lord says in John 1:12: "But as many as received him (that is, those who received the Lord Jesus), to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name".

Truly, our genealogy is important. If we are true children of God by faith in Christ, we are heirs of God and co-heirs of Christ. And the Apostle Paul, declares once again in Galatians 3:29: "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise". And in his letter to the Romans, chapter 8, verses 14 to 17, he says: "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you have received the spirit of adoption, by which we cry out, 'Abba, Father'". The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. And if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with him, that we may be glorified with him.

You can be born again by the blood of Christ and thus become a member of God's family. You can be born again by the blood of Christ and thus become a member of God's family. He is the only way! In this wilderness journey we are traveling today, you must know who you are! You must know that you are a child of God. If you are not sure, then you must be sure. Now, how can you be sure? Well, simply by trusting God's Word. He says that if you put your trust in Christ, He will be your Father. If you have trusted Christ, you can rest in the Word of God. You are His child! It is not what we think, nor what we feel, that makes this true. It is God's Word that verifies it. And you can rest in the assurance of that Word.

Very many profess to be Christians, but they cannot say with all certainty: "I am a child of God through faith in Jesus Christ". Each one must know, must be sure that he is a child of God, that he belongs to the family of God.

It is very important for a Christian to know and remember that he is a child of God. The Apostle John, in his first letter, chapter 5, verses 12 and 13 says: "He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may believe in the name of the Son of God" The apostle Paul, in his second letter to Timothy chapter 1, verse 12 could say: "For I know whom I have believed, and I am sure that he is able to keep my deposit for that day".

Yes, my listening friend. It is vitally important for a Christian to be completely sure and constantly remember that he is a child of God. But if you are not a child of God, that is, you do not yet belong to the family of those redeemed by the blood of Jesus, you can become part of the family of God, right now, by submitting yourself to God and surrendering your life totally and unconditionally into the hands of the Lord Jesus, so that He may transform you completely into a new creature, controlled by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is to accept Jesus Christ as one's personal Savior. And in this way one allows God to perform in oneself the work of redemption, that is, we stop contemplating this work of redemption on the general plane and allow God to apply it to the intimate and personal plane of our own experience. Then we are born again. Only in this way will each one be able to say from his own experience that Jesus Christ is not only the Savior of the world, but also his personal Savior. If you come to Jesus Christ at this very moment, you will be able to experience this new birth that will allow you to enter the family of God. We exhort you, therefore, to come to the Lord Jesus Christ at this hour, so that you may be able to say with all certainty: I am a child of God! May God help you to do so.
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Numbers 1:21 - 2:34
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We are still in Numbers chapter 1 and in our previous episode, we were talking about how important it is for you and me to know and be sure that we are children of God. There are many Christians who profess to be Christians, but they cannot say with total certainty the following statement: I am a child of God by faith in Christ. Each one must know, must be sure that he is a child of God, that he belongs to the family of God. It is therefore vitally important for a Christian to know with certainty and always remember that he is a child of God.

The Apostle John in his first letter, chapter 5, verses 12 and 13, tells us: "He who has the Son has life. He that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may believe in the name of the Son of God." Paul, for his part, in his second letter to Timothy 1:12, could say, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep my deposit for that day."

Well, continuing now with this chapter 1 of Numbers, we would need a calculator to add up all the numbers that appear in this chapter. So we are not going to read all those numbers of the twelve tribes of Israel, nor the numbers of those who were in each tribe. So we are going to read verse 21 and then we will go to verse 23. Verse 21 says: "Those numbered in the tribe of Reuben were 46,500. And so it goes on until verse 46, where it says: "They were all numbered: 603,550". This is the exact total, which can be easily verified. But let us note that the Levites were not numbered. Let us read verses 47 to 50:

"But the Levites, because of their families, were not registered along with them, for the LORD had said to Moses, "Only you shall not number the tribe of Levi, nor take a census of them among the children of Israel, but you shall entrust to the Levites the tabernacle of the Testimony, with all its furnishings and all the things that belong to it. They shall carry the Tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall serve in it and encamp around the Tabernacle."

The Levites were not numbered among them, for, as we have just read, Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, "Only the tribe of Levi thou shalt not number, neither shalt thou number them among the children of Israel." The reason they were not counted for war was because they were fully occupied in the management of the tabernacle. They set it up, that is, they assembled it at night when they entered the camp and disassembled it when they were ready to march the next morning. Let us continue reading verses 51 to 53:

"When the Tabernacle is to be moved, the Levites shall disarm it, and when the Tabernacle is to stand still, the Levites shall arm it. And the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death. And the children of Israel shall encamp every man in his camp, and every man by his standard, according to the order of their armies. But the Levites shall encamp round about the tabernacle of the Testimony, lest wrath be upon the congregation of the children of Israel. The Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony".

The children of Israel had to know who they were. It was also important for each one of them to know to which tribe he belonged. The same is true for us. We need to know our lineage, the fact that we belong to God's family, and that we are his children. And we need to know to whom we belong. And so we conclude our study of chapter 1 of this book of Numbers. We now come to chapter 2. This chapter presents us with the rules and the order of position of the 12 tribes in their march through the wilderness.

In chapter one we learn about the census. Each Israelite had to know who he was and his family ancestry. They could not go out to war unless every member of every tribe knew his position. During all the years in the wilderness, the disposition of the camp and the order to be followed in their march, were ordered according to God's direction.
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