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I sat on the edge of my bed, staring at the framed picture of my soccer team hanging on the wall. My eyes traced the familiar faces, the triumphant smiles, and the glint of our trophy. But my mind wasn’t on the victory. Instead, it drifted to our last match against Corbin’s team. The intensity of our rivalry played out like a movie in my head, each moment sharper and more vivid than the last.

I remembered how we’d lined up on the field, the tension crackling in the air like a brewing storm. Corbin had been there, smirking as usual, his confidence irritating me to no end. Throughout the game, we’d pushed each other to the limit, our competitiveness spiraling into something almost primal.

One moment stood out more than the others. We had both gone for the ball, our eyes locked in a challenge neither of us would back down from. I could feel the adrenaline coursing through my veins as we raced towards each other. Just before we collided, there was a brief second where our eyes met, and my heart raced in a way that had nothing to do with the game.

I tore my gaze away from the photo and leaned back against the headboard, closing my eyes. The memory of that almost-collision sent a shiver down my spine. It wasn’t just the physical impact that had left me breathless. It was the realization that there was something else, something deeper and more confusing, lurking beneath our rivalry.

Why did I always react so strongly to Corbin? Why did my heart pound whenever he was near? I let out a frustrated sigh, running a hand through my hair. I knew the answer, but admitting it to myself was terrifying. I wasn’t ready to face the truth that my feelings for Corbin went far beyond mere rivalry.

But as much as I tried to push those thoughts away, they kept creeping back in, each memory of him more intense than the last. The way his eyes sparkled with mischief, the way his smile could light up the whole field, and the way my heart seemed to skip a beat whenever he was close. I couldn’t deny it any longer. There was something about Corbin Williams that made me feel alive in a way nothing else did.
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