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For every patient who was never heard. 

For every system that chose convenience over compassion. 

And for the quiet sanctuary that still waits in the field—the one place the pain could never fully  reach. 

DISCLAIMER 

This book is a work of fiction based on the real-life medical trauma, and records of David Carter. While the medical negligence, the systemic failures, and the physiological toll are a matter of absolute record, certain narrative elements involving the fictional character “Lee Vance” have been dramatized for the page

This project is for AWARENESS ONLY. And even some entertainment for those who can understand it, those who go through the same. The latter half is metaphorical of course, as we all have demons, some worse than others! But we ALL have them, and they CAN get worse for people.

David Carter does not condone, promote, or encourage any of the negative behaviors depicted— specifically murder, drug abuse, or suicide. These scenes are intended to serve as a stark warning of the psychological breaking point reached when the human spirit is ignored by those sworn to protect it. I was informed that, BEFORE I publish, that there are things that if certain “untouchables” saw, they could possibly sue, if they can PROVE that it is them. I thought “how can they sue for defamation, if it is true?” So, SOME details were taken out for THEIR protection, where are the people who SHOULD be there for us?!?!

This whole story is based around myself and my personal experience, as well as my personal opinion. No one is called out by name, or location, so if you have a guilty conscience... Look inside yourself! I am sure there are a lot more than YOU! The medical field, just like any other field, is full of good, and bad! It is NO DIFFERENT, and I for one am sick of being silenced. 

This is MY body, my life, my experience and MY OPINION!

PROLOGUE: The Man Before the Fall 

Lee Vance had once been the kind of man people sought out when the world got too heavy. Whether he was at a grocery store, in line at the bank, or even at a concert, if someone needed to get something off their chest.. he was always there to simply LISTEN. He never advertised it. No office, no title. Just a quiet presence in the small towns and back roads of the Midwest. Strangers would pull him aside after a chance conversation at the store or the diner —a farmer whose wife had left, a kid fresh out of rehab, a single mom drowning in bills—and Lee would listen, really LISTEN. He had a way of sitting with their pain without trying to fix it right away, offering steady words that made the load feel a little lighter... he would rather take a few minutes out of his time, than to find someone a statistic. But the animals... They were different.
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