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        In a decaying future Toronto, Pete survives on the fringes, smuggling anything and everything for a price. But when Vriana comes to him with a new job, Pete finds himself on the run, doing the smuggle of a lifetime.
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      After the cops left, taking Wilson's wasted corpse, Pete was still shaky from panic. So close, goddammit, too close.

      When they'd rung the buzzer at five that morning, snarling into the vid-cam, he was sure they'd come for him.

      Spike ratted, he'd thought wildly as his trembling fingers fumbled on the door lock keypad. The cops waved piercer guns, powerful enough to blast through a three inch steel door, never mind the thin slice of plexiwood that was the apartment door.

      Some damn high security building, Pete thought.

      Finally his fingers cooperated, punching in the code. The door inched open then swung wide as one of the cops kicked it. The shiny, ominous end of a split-fire, twenty-five round, piercer gun jammed under Pete's nose. The smell of oil and death nearly choked him.

      “Wilson?” snarled the cop. “Bunter Wilson?”

      Pete blinked in surprise. He pointed across the narrow six foot apartment. Wilson cowered against the wall, emaciated shoulders scrapping peeling paint. Bony fingers clutched the sheet. Glazed eyes stared out in fear beneath thinning blond hair.

      The cop pushed Pete away and three of them strolled into the room. A lieutenant wearing a shapeless black overcoat and armoured gloves opened a leather case. He glanced at the contents and back at Wilson.

      “Bunter Wilson, you are charged with skipping your six month test,” the lieutenant said. His voice grated from too many herbal cigarettes. “As such a blood test is to be administered immediately. Having skipped the test, you have no right to legal counsel and any conclusion drawn from the following blood test is deemed valid and admissible in court.”

      He drew out a thin pencil-like object. The tester. A nod to the other cops sent them gliding forward. Wilson didn't bother to struggle as they held out his arm.

      Pete had heard of cases where the blood tests were wrong. Fat lot of good that did the poor jerks who had to take them.

      Wilson flinched as the tester beeped once and lit up. Red. The lieutenant's face was glacial.

      “Bunter Wilson, you have tested positive. Your twenty-four hour amnesty period has been waived due to your non compliance with the law.”

      Pocketing the tester, the lieutenant pulled out a twister wand and jabbed it at Wilson's chest. As the wand touched him, the cops let go and Wilson's body quivered, jerking to the rhythm of the lethal dose of electricity. The smell of cooked flesh filled the air. Pete gagged.

      Wilson's body flopped to the floor when the lieutenant switched the wand off. One hand lay, palm up, dirty fingernails pointing at the ceiling as if beseeching mercy from an uncaring god.

      Without glancing at him, the lieutenant left, mumbling about paperwork, leaving the heavily armoured cops to carry Wilson. They picked him up unceremoniously and dragged the body out of the apartment.

      Pete scurried into his biker leathers, the stench of Wilson's passing still strong and rank in the air. He had to get the hell out before the cleanup crew arrived. They were supposed to come with the cops and look for any contraband on the premises, but things rarely went the way they were supposed to. Witness Wilson.

      If they found Pete here he'd be screwed. Totally. No telling what they had on him already.
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