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 DEDICATION


This is the fifth book that I have written and
the dedication is to the one who has been a part of my life since
1969 and is still the one who inspires me, encourages me and laughs
at my jokes, even when they are not funny. Even when she groans at
my jokes, it sounds likes she laughs. This book is dedicated to my
wife of 45 years, Brenda Sue Boyd.

As with each book, the co-dedication goes to
my son Phillip who, for 27 years—as of the time of this writing—has
inspired me to live my faith out loud. I stand back amazed as he
continues to grow into a man. I also dedicate this to the woman
whom God has brought into his life, his wife, Jamie Boyd. May they
both grow into a man and woman of God.



 INTRODUCTION


This book is dedicated to the daily grazing in
the field of the Word of God. As we not only graze in this
wonderful field, we also ruminate on the Word; and like the cow
chewing the cud—one of the many ruminant animals—we ruminate on the
feast of this Word. According to Dictionary.com the word
ruminate means:

To chew the cud as a ruminant.

To meditate or muse; ponder.

To chew again over and over.

To meditate over and over; ponder.

The cud that is being chewed is defined
again by Dictionary.com as:

The portion of food that a ruminant returns from the
first stomach to the mouth to chew a second time.

Partially digested food regurgitated from the first
stomach of cattle and other ruminants to the mouth for a second
chewing.

To reflect or think over something.

I first discovered the concept of chewing the
cud, a.k.a. ruminating, when I was reading from the book
of Joshua.

“This book of the law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
careful to do according to all that is written in it, for then you
will make yourself prosperous and then you will have good
success.”

(Joshua 1:8 NASB)

The Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the
Bible (Strong’s) brings out the Hebrew meaning of the word
mediate as:

MEDITATE: hâgâh
(haw-gaw’)=to murmur (in
pleasure or anger); by implication to ponder: - imagine,
meditate, mourn, mutter, roar, X sore, speak, study, talk, utter.
(Strong’s)

That surely implies that if we want to have
prosperity and good success then we must do more than just a
cursory reading of the Word of God. I am thinking that this
‘prosperity’ and ‘good success,’ in light of the Scriptures, is
more than attaining stuff and succeeding in life. For me, biblical
prosperity and good success are defined as:

Prosperity: Having enough to meet my needs with an
overflow to meet other’s needs.

Good Success: Accomplishing the purposes of God in
my life.

These two things are hinged on me taking the
Word of God and:

Muttering under my breath

Pondering

Imaging

Meditating

Mourning/Groaning

Roaring

Speaking

Talking

Uttering

It is my hope that this book of Daily Cud will
help you to focus on the Word of God and set you into the motion of
meditating and ruminating on the Word of God. That it will be part
of the process of renewing your mind by keeping it on the Spirit,
where there is life and peace, and off of the flesh, where there is
death.

Instead of one, thick book of 365 readings for
the year, this devotional will be divided into four volumes of
three months’ worth each. They will include readings from the Old
Testament, the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, or—as I like to
call them—Pro-Verbs. The length of the readings will vary.
Initially, there will be multiple readings from Genesis as we get
into the pattern of working through the year with a new book in the
pattern. Occasionally, as the Spirit leads, we may go to another
book. Hopefully, by the end of the year, we will have gleaned an
overview of God speaking to humankind.

Rodney-isms

As you are reading through this collection of
devotions, you may come across words or phrases that are new to
your vernacular. These are what we call Rodney-isms. Here is a
guide for understanding them.

When we mention the Ruminator Class (Sunday School
class) we are talking about a group of people who take the Word of
God and begin to meditate or ruminate on it like a cow chews the
cud. The cow will eat food, chew it, swallow it through four
stomachs and then regurgitated the food back in form of a cud and
begin to chew it. They tend to look like they are meditating or
ruminating as they chew.

The word Pro-Verbs is taken from the book of
Proverbs, one of the books of wisdom in the Old Testament. I wrote
a 31-day devotional on the 31 chapters of Proverbs that looks at
the teachings of positive action between a father and son. I
call these Pro-Verbs because Pro = positive and Verb = an
action word; thus, Pro-Verbs or Positive-Action.

When I am talking about a man or a woman, I
distinguish between them by calling them man or
wo-man. When I talk about human beings in general, I call
them hu-mans in keeping with the distinguishing
differences.

Big S and little s is what I use to
distinguish The Holy Spirit (Big S) from the human spirit (little
s). For example, in Genesis we see that the Spirit of God (Big S)
was hovering over the dark waters. Later, we see in the book of
Proverbs (Pro-Verbs) that the spirit of man (little s) is the lamp
of the Lord.

Whenever you read satan or devil, I
will not capitalize these names because I don’t feel they deserve
the recognition. While satan may be a proper name and is
given a capital S in the Bible, I try to make the point that,
compared to God—to Whom I give a big G—is much greater than satan,
who is known as the god (little g) of this world. (2 Corinthians
4:4) Another aspect of the devil is I call him d-evil. He is evil
and again it is just another way I choose not to show respect to
him. An interesting little note is that if you turn evil
around, it spells live.

I hope this insight on various Rodney-isms
enhances your reading pleasure.

Rodney Boyd

2017



 DAY 1


GOOD DEEDS PRESSING NEEDS

“And let our people also learn to engage in good
deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may not be
unfruitful.”

(Titus 3:14)

DEEDS/WORKS: Ergon (er’-gon)=From εργω
ergō (a primary but obsolete word; to
work); toil (as an effort or occupation); by implication an act: -
deed, doing, labour, work. (Strong’s)

In another devotion, we discussed Titus 3:5,
that speaks about the relation between deeds/works and
salvation.

“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

(Titus 3:5)

Everything that we have in our life is not on
the basis of deeds but our faith in Him. That does not, however,
negate the fact that we need to be doing deeds. While we read in
Ephesians 2:8-9 that we are saved by grace through faith and not
works/deeds, the very next verse speaks of the importance of doing
deeds.

“For we are His workmanship created in Christ
Jesus for good works/deeds, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.”

(Ephesians 2:10)

We are to be working and walking with the Lord.
In the book of Titus—depending upon the translation—the word,
“deeds” appears nine times. We get the idea that deeds are not for
salvation, but are very important after we are saved. The deeds can
be good or bad, depending on the heart.

“They profess to know God, but by their deeds
they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for
any good deed.”

(Titus 1:16)

“Likewise urge the young men to be sensible in
all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with
purity in doctrine, dignified.”

(Titus 2:6-7)

“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us
from every lawless deed and purify for himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.”

(Titus 2:14)

“Remind them to be subject to rulers, to
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
deed.”

(Titus 3:1)

“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

(Titus 3:5)

“This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning
those things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who
have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These are
good and profitable for men.”

(Titus 3:8)

“And let our people also learn to engage in good
deeds to meet pressing needs that they may not be
unfruitful.”

(Titus 3:14)

That is a lot of mentions of deeds in three
short chapters in. These deeds that we do or don’t do can be a
revealer into the nature of our relationship with God.

Here are some the aspects of these deeds found
in the book of Titus.

By their deeds that deny Him.

By their deeds they are detestable, disobedient and
worthless for any good deed.

Show yourself an example by your good deeds.

Be zealous for good deeds.

Be ready for every good deed.

Salvation is not on the basis of deeds.

Believers should engage in good deeds.

We must learn to engage in good deeds to be
fruitful.

PRAYER: Lord, thank You for Your grace
and mercy in my salvation as I have faith in the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus. Thank you, Lord, that I believe in my heart
that God raised Jesus from the dead and I confess that Jesus is
Lord. I am now ready to step out in faith and do the deeds and
works that You have prepared for me. Amen.



 DAY 2


THE SHINING OF RESTORATION & REVIVAL IN
HARD TIMES

“O God, restore us and cause Thy face to shine
upon us and we will be saved.”

(Psalm 80:3)

“O God of hosts, restore us and cause Thy face to
shine upon us, and we will be saved.”

(Psalm 80:7)

“Then we shall not turn back from Thee; revive
us, and we will call upon Thy name. O Lord God of hosts, restore
us; cause Thy face to shine upon us, and we will be saved.”

(Psalm 80:18-19)

“Well, I guess hard times flush the chumps.
Everybody’s lookin’ for answers...” (Ulysses Everett McGill from
the movie, O Brother, Where Art Thou)

The heading in my Bible for Psalm 80 reads, “God
implored to rescue His people from their calamities.”

CALAMITIES: ra‛ râ‛âh (rah,
raw-aw’)=From H7489; bad or (as noun) evil (naturally or
morally). This includes the second (feminine) form; as adjective or
noun: - adversity, affliction, bad, calamity, + displease (-ure),
distress, evil ([-favouredness], man, thing), + exceedingly, X
great, grief (-vous), harm, heavy, hurt (-ful), ill (favoured), +
mark, mischief, (-vous), misery, naught (-ty), noisome, + not
please, sad (-ly), sore, sorrow, trouble, vex, wicked (-ly, -ness,
one), worse (-st) wretchedness, wrong. H7489: râ‛a‛ (raw-ah’)=properly to
spoil (literally by breaking to pieces); figuratively to make (or
be) good for nothing, that is, bad (physically, socially or
morally). (Strong’s)

CALAMITIES: ‘êyd (ade)= (in the sense of bending down);
oppression; by implication misfortune, ruin: - calamity,
destruction. (Strong’s)

Whatever the language, a calamity is not a good
thing. The children of Israel were facing calamities, and it looked
like it was an allowance by God, because once again they had turned
away from God. The calamity, in their eyes, was in the face of
their neighbors and enemies.

“Thou dost make us an object of contention to our
neighbor; and our enemies laugh among themselves.”

(Psalm 80:6)

Their desires in the face of calamities are for
restoration and revival. The quote from O Brother Where Art
Thou is set in the scene when the trio was hiding out from the
law and. They stumbled upon a revival where people were singing as
they were going down to the river to be baptized and restored.
Delmar ran down to the river and got baptized.

In response, Everett said, “Well, I guess hard
times flush the chumps. Everybody’s lookin’ for answers…”

His accusation was, if you turn to the Lord, you
are foolish. You could substitute the word, “hard times” with the
word, “calamities.” I guess if you want restoration and revival,
you must be flushed out and become a chump. According to
Dictionary.com, a “chump” is “a stupid person; dolt.” A chump is
just another word for a fool.

We must become fools or chumps if we want
restoration and revival in our lives. Psalm 14: 1 states that a
fool says in his heart that there is no God; but the only thing
worse than that is a believer who acts as if there is no God. No
God means there is no restoration and revival. You are going to
have to see which side of the fool you are on.

“The fool has said in his heart, “There is no
God.” They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There
is no one who does good.”

(Psalm 14:1; Psalm 53:1)

“We are [looked upon
as] fools on account of Christ and for His sake, but you
are [supposedly] so amazingly wise
and prudent in Christ! We are weak, but you are [so very] strong! You are highly esteemed, but we
are in disrepute and contempt!”

(1 Corinthians 4:10, addition mine)

What calamities or hard times are you facing? Do
you feel that you are walking away—or walking towards—God? Are you
a chump or a fool? Do want to be restored and revived or stay
broken and dead? What restores and revives us is not our good
works, but His face shining upon us.

SHINE: ‘ôr
(ore)=A primitive root; to be (causatively make) luminous
(literally and metaphorically): - X break of day, glorious, kindle,
(be, en-, give, show) light (-en, -ened), set on fire, shine.
(Strong’s)

When God shines in our darkness, calamities are
dealt with so that we don’t have to.

PRAYER: Father, thank You that—in the
midst of the calamities—even when there are clouds, there is a sun
shining. Even when there are calamities, this chump turns to You
and believes that You will chase the clouds away. Amen.

 




 DAY 3


THE QUARRLING FOOL VERSUS THE HONORABLE
MAN

“Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man,
but any fool will quarrel.”

(Pro-Verbs 20:3)

“It is an honor for a man to cease from strife:
but every fool will be meddling.”

(Pro-Verb 20:3/KJV)

The book of Pro-Verbs is replete with
comparisons of the foolish and the wise. One of the aspects of a
fool is his or her mouth. Being a fool is not limited by gender but
is an equal opportunity employer, employed by Fools
Incorporated.

STRIFE: rıyb rib (reeb, reeb)=From H7378;
a contest (personal or legal): - + adversary, cause, chiding,
contend (-tion), controversy, multitude [from the margin],
pleading, strife, strive (-ing), suit. H7378: rıyb
rûb (reeb, roob)=A primitive
root; properly to toss, that is, grapple; mostly figuratively to
wrangle, that is, hold a controversy; (by implication) to defend: -
adversary, chide, complain, contend, debate, X ever, X lay wait,
plead, rebuke, strive, X thoroughly. (Strong’s)

People tend to thrive on strife. People tend to
thrive on drama. They live their lives like a daytime soap opera;
they are not content or happy unless they are discontent and sad
and miserable. They feel that they have been anointed to stir
things up and keep things stirred up with their opinions. They like
to quarrel and debate and fight tit for tat. They believe that they
have the right to be right and, if you have an opinion that differs
from theirs, you are wrong.

These people hide under the guise of religion
and have all of their verses lined up in a row ready to fire back
as soon as you voice your opinion. What you end up with in the heat
of the debate is a battle between fools.

But the honorable man will keep away from such
provocations. You can either be an honorable man or a
meddling, quarreling fool.

Every now and then I find myself drawn into the
fool’s lair and become like the one I am trying to avoid. Here are
a few gems of Pro-Verbial wisdom to chew upon.

“Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered
wise; when he closes his lips, he is counted prudent.”

(Pro-Verbs 17:28)

“A fool always loses his temper, but a wise man
holds it back.”

(Pro-Verbs 29:11)

“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh
word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise makes knowledge
acceptable, but the mouth of fools spout folly.”

(Pro-Verbs 15:1-2)

PRAYER: Lord, forgive me for being a
quarreling and meddling fool when I embrace strife instead of
embracing You. Amen.



 DAY 4


THE QUESTIONING DELIVERER

“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to
Pharaoh, so that you may bring my people, the sons of Israel, out
of Egypt.”

(Exodus 3:10)

“But Moses said to God…”

(Exodus 3:11)

Moses, the great deliverer, is named in the Book
of Hebrews in a section called, “The Hall of Faith.” This is a list
of the great men and women of faith along with their
accomplishments. Most of them were not so great, but rather
fallible human beings used by an infallible God. In Hebrews
11:23-29, we see what Moses did by faith.

By faith Moses:

Was born and hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw he was a beautiful child. They were not afraid of
the Kings’ edict.

When he had grown up, he refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

He chose rather to endure ill-treatment with the
people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.

He considered the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.

He left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king;
for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.

He kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the
blood, so that He who destroyed the first-born might not touch
them.

He led the people through the Red Sea as though they
were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they
attempted it, were drowned.

What is not mentioned in this wonderful Hall of
Faith is that, when Moses was tapped for the job of delivering the
Israelites from Egyptian bondage, he balked. He questioned the
mission, his abilities and God Himself. But God being God answered
all of Moses’ questions; however, at one point God began to show
His righteous anger.

“Then the anger of the Lord burned against
Moses…”

(Exodus 4:14)

NOTE: Often, people like to claim that
our human anger is really righteous anger. I don’t have any
percentages, but I imagine that our anger is not righteous, but
self-righteous anger. God’s anger is righteous and is tempered with
grace and mercy.

After Moses passed by the burning bush, he
decided to turn aside to get a better look at this bush that was
burning but was not being consumed. At this point, God called to
Moses and I believe He gave the first clue about His name.

“Moses said, ‘here I
am.’”

(Exodus 3:4, emphasis mine)

And then the second clue about His name.

“…I am the God of your
father…”

(Exodus 3:6, emphasis mine)

The bottom line about God’s name is when Moses
speculated what the children of Israel would ask.

“…Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name? What
shall I say to them’”?

(Exodus 3:13)

It is at this point that God laid out His
name.

“And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’ and He
said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, I AM has sent me
to you.”

(Exodus 3:14)

God gave Moses a mission and Moses had some
questions about the mission. Today, we are speaking of true
deliverance and a Declaration of Dependence on God. Here is the
mission from God.

“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to
Pharaoh so that you may bring My people the sons of Israel, out of
Egypt.”

(Exodus 3:10)

Here are Moses’ questions and excuses.

Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh? (Exodus
3:11)

Who am I that I should bring the sons of Israel out
of Egypt? (Exodus 3:11)

Now they say to me what is His name? What shall I
say to them? (Exodus 3:13)

What if they will not believe me, or listen to what
I say? (Exodus 4:1)

They may say the Lord has not appeared to you.
(Exodus 4:1)

Moses said to the Lord, “Please, Lord, I have never
been eloquent (man of words), neither recently nor in time past,
nor since Thou has spoken to Thy servant; for I am slow (heavy) of
speech and slow of tongue.” (Exodus 4:10)

But he said, “Please, Lord, now send the message by
whomever Thou wilt.” (Exodus 4:13)

NOTE: An interesting fact is that The
National Stuttering Foundation uses a list of famous stutterers in
their promotional material and Moses is at the top of the list.

For every reason and excuse Moses gave, God
had an answer. God had a plan and laid it out in perfect
detail.

Sometimes God taps us for a mission in our
world. It may not be as massive as the one for Moses, but we tend
to come up with as many reasons and excuses for not doing it. God
has answered every one of your questions. Are you ready?

PRAYER: Father, I have no excuse. I
am ready. Amen.



 DAY 5


FROM USELESS TO USEFUL

“I appeal to you for my child, whom I have
begotten in my imprisonment Onesimus who formerly was useless to
you, but now is useful both to you and to me.”

(Philemon 1:10-11)

At this time, I would like to give you a little
tip on how to remember the place of certain books in the New
Testament. Please bear with me as there is method to my
madness.

Think about the order of the books of:

1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

Notice that the books with the letter /T/ go
from the longest to the shortest. With all of those T’s, (tea) you
are going to need some Phi-LEMON. What will God do with all
that T? He-BREWS it. Thank you very much, you are a
beautiful audience, be sure to tip your waitresses.

Now back to the spiritual stuff. Philemon is a
book that Paul had written by His own hand, imploring mercy and
forgiveness for Philemon’s runaway slave Onesimus. It appears that
Onesimus had not only run away from Philemon, but had also stolen
from him. In Paul’s prison ministry (or cell group) he converted
Onesimus and now he was a brother in the Lord. Paul had also lead
Philemon to the Lord. Now it was not just an issue of returning a
slave, but returning a new brother in the Lord.

“Therefore if any man (including Onesimus and
Philemon) is in Christ he is a new creation, the old things
(escaped slave and thief) has passed away, behold new things (a
fresh believer and son in the faith of Paul and now a brother to
Philemon) have come.”

(2 Corinthians 5:17, addition mine)

Paul had enough of a relationship with Philemon
that he could have ordered him (try that today) to accept him back
and do what is proper towards Onesimus; but Paul played the “for
love sake” card. This book is a letter of forgiveness and
restoration.

Do you remember your B.C. (Before Christ) life?
Did you enjoy the way that the Father forgave you because of what
Jesus did on the cross in your place? What you freely received is
now what we are to freely give. What once was lost (useless) has
now been found (useful). (Luke 15:24)

“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a
wretch like me, I once was lost (useless) but now I’m found
(useful) was blind but now I see.” (Amazing Grace by John
Newton; addition mine).

PRAYER: Father, never let me forget where
I came from and where I am at now. Lord, help me to treat everyone
like You treatment me. Amen.



 DAY 6


THE STUBBORN WALK

“So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their
heart, to walk in their own devices.”

(Psalm 81:12)

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

(Pro-Verbs 14:12; Pro-Verbs 16:25/KJV)

STUBBORNESS: sherıyrûth (sher-ee-rooth’)=From H8324 in the sense of
twisted, that is, firm; obstinacy: - imagination, lust. H8324:
shârar (shaw-rar’)=A primitive
root; to be hostile (only active participle an opponent): - enemy.
(Strong’s)

DEVICES/COUNSELS: mô‛êtsâh
(mo-ay-tsaw’)=From H3289; a purpose: - counsel, device.
H3289: yâ‛ats
(yaw-ats’)=A primitive root; to advise; reflexively to
deliberate or resolve: - advertise, take advice, advise (well),
consult, (give take) counsel (-lor), determine, devise, guide,
purpose. (Strong’s)

Have you ever wished that God would just
take total control of your life? If only He would not only tell me
what to do, but also make me do it. Sure, our lives would be
robotic, but at least we would be safe from the cause-and-effect of
our choices. For some strange reason, however, God—from the
beginning—has given us this thing called volition.

Volition is the ability to choose freely. It
started in the Garden of Eden, with God giving the male/female,
man/wo-man, Adam/Eve, the ability to choose to obey or disobey.
They choose disobedience which affected the human race.

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all
men because all sinned.”

(Romans 5:12)

“I declare to you today that you shall surely
perish. You shall not prolong your days in the land where you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it. I call heaven and
earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you,
life and death, the blessing and curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and
your descendants.”

(Deuteronomy 30:18-19, emphasis mine)

I had a friend who asked me, “Why would anyone
choose death or a curse?” The answer is found in the two verses at
the beginning of this devotional.

Their stubborn hearts.

Their own devices or counseling to themselves based
on their stubborn hearts.

Their way seems right to them.

Having conferred with ourselves, we determine
that we are right and everyone else is wrong. We proceed like a
bull charging toward a matador holding a red cape into our own
stubborn ways.

PRAYER: Lord I desire input into my
counsels so I can avoid the pitfalls of this life. May my choices
be based on Your Word and the Helper (the Holy Spirit) instead of
my stubborn heart, my own devices and my wrong way. Amen!



 DAY 7


THE REST OF THE UNREST: HOW TO R.I.P.

“A man who wanders from the way of understanding
will rest in the assembly of the death”

(Pro-Verbs 21:16)

When someone dies, passes away, assumes room
temperature, kicks the bucket, is six feet under, we always want
them to R.I.P/rest in peace.

This rest may be peaceful or may not be
peaceful. I have friends who are not believers in God but are more
of a believer in the universe or themselves. Their thought process
is that when someone dies, they simply go to sleep and never wake
up. They believe that there is no heaven and no hell and that the
trappings of religion are made up of myths and attempts to explain
and justify life and death as we know it.

Hmm, wait a minute; my friends do actually
believe in something. Wow, what they believe truly takes a great
amount of faith.

CONGREGATION: qâhâl
(kaw-hawl)=From H6950; assemblage (usually concretely): -
assembly, company, congregation, multitude. H6950:
qâhal (kaw-hal’)=A primitive
root; to convoke: - assemble (selves) (together), gather (selves)
(together). (Strong’s)

DEAD: râphâ’
(raw-faw’)=From H7495 properly lax, that is, (figuratively) a
ghost (as dead; in plural only): - dead, deceased. H7495:
râphâ’ râphâh (raw-faw’,
raw-faw’)=A primitive root; properly to mend (by stitching),
that is, (figuratively) to cure: - cure, (cause to) heal,
physician, repair, X thoroughly, make whole. (Strong’s)

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

(Pro-Verbs 14:12; Pro-Verbs 16:25/KJV)

Going from the point of the way of
understanding to the way of death is based on a choice, and that
choice is based on what you understand. If your understanding is
based on the Word of God which Jesus said was truth (John 17:17)
and you begin to walk in what seems to be right in your own mind,
then your rest will not be rest at all. You will not be resting in
peace but in the opposite of everything that peace is understood to
be.

REST: nûach (noo’-akh)=A primitive root; to rest, that
is, settle down; used in a great variety of applications, literally
and figuratively, intransitively, transitively and causatively (to
dwell, stay, let fall, place, let alone, withdraw, give comfort,
etc.): - cease, be confederate, lay, let down, (be) quiet, remain,
(cause to, be at, give, have, make to) rest, set down.
(Strong’s)

PEACE: shâlôm
shâlôm (shaw-lome’, shaw-lome’)=From H7999; safe,
that is, (figuratively) well, happy, friendly; also (abstractly)
welfare, that is, health, prosperity, peace: - X do, familiar, X
fare, favour, + friend, X greet, (good) health, (X perfect, such as
be at) peace (-able, -ably), prosper (-ity, -ous), rest, safe
(-ly), salute, welfare, (X all is, be) well, X wholly. H7999:
shâlam (shaw-lam’)=A primitive
root; to be safe (in mind, body or estate); figuratively to be
(causatively make) completed; by implication to be friendly; by
extension to reciprocate (in various applications): - make amends,
(make an) end, finish, full, give again, make good, (re-) pay
(again), (make) (to) (be at) peace (-able), that is perfect,
perform, (make) prosper (-ous), recompense, render, requite, make
restitution, restore, reward, X surely. (Strong’s)

To R.I.P. outside of the truth of the Word
of God is no rest but just the opposite. The old saying is, “No
Jesus, no peace; know Jesus, know peace.”

OPPOSITE OF REST

Continual wandering

Never staying

No comfort

Constant noise

OPPOSITE OF PEACE

Not safe

Not well off

Unhappy

No friends

Sickness

Poverty

These things happen to all of us and they do not
mean that you are walking away from God or that you are out of the
will of God. When things happen to us we can be smack dab in the
middle of the will of God.

“The steadfast of mind Thou will keep in perfect
peace, because it is stayed on You.”

(Isaiah 26:3)

“For those who are according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able
to do so.”
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