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Chapter One
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Victory is the ultimate goal of every runner in a race. Similarly, it is everyone's desire to be a winner in the race of life. The Bible likens life to a race:

''Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the RACE that is set before us'' (Hebrews 12:1). ''Know ye not that they which run in a RACE run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.'‟ (I Corinthians 9:24). What is the winning factor to success? From a worldly point of view, success is by means of hard work, skill, smartness, professionalism, political connection, money, geographical location, among others. All these are good, however insufficient to make one successful in life. Scripture points out clearly that willpower; human effort and one's natural capabilities are not good enough to guarantee success. ''So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy''. (Romans 9:16) ''I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all''. (Ecclesiastes 9:11) What then is the winning secret? Apostle Paul unveils the mystery behind success, which is "The Grace of God". ''But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me". (I Corinthians 15:10) He humbly admits and acknowledges the fact that his success in life and ministry is by the grace of God. 
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