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The old mountains, born in an age before ages, once towered above even the clouds. Now though, in the age of elves and men, dwarfs and orcs, and the many races of their intermingling, nothing remained of the glory of the mountains; nothing of the great winged reptiles that had prowled their lofty peaks, nothing that spoke of how the mountains' jeweled hearts had been plundered and their veins of silver and gold bled dry.

All that remained were green and craggy hills and the treacherous Innkress River that wound among them like an ailing, coppery serpent.  

At the point where the Innkress trickled into the Sea of Volhain, old and worn like the mountains, sat the town of Duret's Harbor.  

Unremarkable by any measure, the residents of the small seaside town enjoyed its anonymity. They envied not the bustling trade enjoyed by Rohdene to the north and the countless ships that put in there; ships that hailed from ports near and far, bearing exotic goods and even more crews with their exotic ways. Strangers with strange ways was the sort of trouble the folk of Duret's Harbor preferred to do without.

Yet not everything in the tiny, unassuming fishing village was as its inhabitants believed. For, quite unbeknownst to them, their beloved little town was a nexus for a trade of far greater value than any of the silks, and wines, and spices to be found in Rohdene, or even distant Skolmoor.
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