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​1. Overview
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Astoria, Oregon, situated at the convergence of the mighty Columbia River and the expansive Pacific Ocean, is a captivating coastal enclave that seamlessly fuses history, natural beauty, and a vibrant community. Established in 1811 as a fur trading post, Astoria is steeped in history, proudly standing as the oldest American settlement west of the Rockies. The city's architecture, characterized by historic waterfront buildings and charming Victorian homes, serves as a living testament to its storied past.

One of Astoria's most iconic landmarks, the Astoria Column, graces the skyline atop Coxcomb Hill. This soaring monument not only offers panoramic views of the city and surrounding landscapes but also boasts intricate murals illustrating key moments in Astoria's exploration and trade history. The Astoria Riverwalk, a picturesque trail along the Columbia River, invites residents and visitors to leisurely explore the waterfront, enjoy maritime vistas, and witness the comings and goings of ships in the harbor.

Astoria's connection to the sea is further evident in attractions like the Columbia River Maritime Museum. This institution delves into the city's maritime heritage, showcasing exhibits on shipwrecks, fishing traditions, and the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The museum provides a comprehensive journey through the pivotal role Astoria played in the development of the Pacific Northwest. The cultural heartbeat of the city reverberates through various festivals that celebrate its artistic community, seafood bounty, and diverse cultural influences, creating a dynamic and engaging atmosphere throughout the year.

In conclusion, Astoria, Oregon, invites exploration with its blend of historic charm, scenic landscapes, and a lively community spirit. From its rich maritime history to the breathtaking views atop the Astoria Column, the city captivates visitors with a unique tapestry of the past and present, making it a compelling destination on the picturesque Oregon coast.
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