
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.  

FAIR USE NOTICE

This publication contains certain copyrighted images and trademarks that are the property of their respective owners. These materials are used solely for the purposes of commentary, criticism, education, and research regarding cultural symbolism and public media imagery.

The use of these images qualifies as fair use under Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Act, which allows limited use of copyrighted works for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research.

No copyright infringement is intended. The inclusion of any image or trademark does not imply endorsement by the original copyright holder. All rights remain with their respective owners.

[image: ]

––––––––

[image: ]


Published by 

Brave Flame Media 

P.O Box 8742

Maumee, Ohio 43537 

––––––––

[image: ]


Cover Design by Jhuryll Phoenix  

Printed in the United States of America  

First Edition: Paperback

September 11th, 2025

––––––––

[image: ]


Copyright © 2025 by Jhuryll Phoenix  

All rights reserved

John 8:32

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”

​

​

​

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: ]

––––––––

[image: ]


​

​Contents

​Act I: The Great Indoctrination


• Introduction: Truth Hurts

• Chapter 1: Echoing Lies

• Chapter 2: Redacted Scripture 

• Chapter 3: The Rise of Rome

• Chapter 4: Early Church Fathers

• Chapter 5: Thrones of Thought

• Chapter 6: Pillars of Paganism

• Chapter 7: The Name He Gave Us

• Chapter 8: Mixing Truths

​Act II: Smoke and Mirrors


• Chapter 9: Separated Waters

• Chapter 10: Ball of Confusion 

• Chapter 11: The Watchmen

• Chapter 12: Revelations of Genesis

• Chapter 13: Untainted Genealogy 

• Chapter 14: Trinity Doctrine

• Chapter 15: The Stolen Sky

• Chapter 16: Thieves of Time

• Chapter 17: Holiday Spirits

• Chapter 18: Apocalyptic Vision

• Chapter 19: Renewed Covenant

––––––––

[image: ]


​Act III: Beast Behind the Curtain


• Chapter 20: Why All The Deception? 

• Chapter 21: The Agenda

• Chapter 22: Manufactured Worship

• Chapter 23: Voice In The Circuit

• Chapter 24: Programmed To Scroll 

• Chapter 25: Syringe Sorcery

• Chapter 26: Pandemic Playbook

• Chapter 27: Digital Chains

​Act IV: The Narrow Path


• Chapter 28: The Way

• Chapter 29: The Good News

• Chapter 30: Consuming Covenant 

• Chapter 31: Written On Our Hearts

• Chapter 32: Appointed Feasts

• Chapter 33: Enduring Until The End

• Chapter 34: The Blueprint

• Prayer

• Author Notes

• References

To my parents,

No words could ever truly capture the depth of my gratitude. From the very beginning, you planted seeds of strength, faith, and perseverance in me. By your own actions, I’ve learned how to be strong and stand tall in the face of my enemy! Every lesson, every sacrifice, every quiet moment of encouragement has shaped me into who I am today. I can’t thank you enough for that! You showed me what it means to stand firm when the world shakes, to walk with integrity when the world endorses shortcuts, and to love unconditionally!

When the road has ever felt heavy, you’ve reminded me that I was never walking it alone. When I doubted myself, you reminded me who I am. And when I dreamed, you reminded me that nothing was too far to reach, because you always saw me as a superhero.

This book, every page of truth, every word of conviction, is as much yours as it is mine. It was born from the foundation you gave me, from the courage you instilled, and from the unwavering belief that no obstacle is greater than the purpose Yahuah places within us. You have always shown me what being hometeam really means!

So thank you, for your patience, your prayers, your wisdom, and your love that has carried me farther than I can EVER repay. This is not only my work, but a reflection of the legacy you’ve given me. I love you both with all my heart... more than my words could ever say. I thank and praise Yah for you two, as well as for protecting us, and for keeping our family together! 

— Son

To my daughter Nevaeh,

You are my greatest blessing and my truest reminder of what love looks like! Your name itself carries heaven in its meaning, and every day you bring a piece of that light into my life. It’s been a complete honor and joy watching you grow, and I thank God for blessing me to raise you and be a father to you!

This book is for you as much as it is for the world. May you always walk in truth, never swayed by deception, and know that your father’s greatest prayer is that you cling to Yahuah with all your heart. I pray you walk with confidence, and never be afraid to stand up for what's right! Keep protecting those in need, as you always do! And continue to see the good in everything! 

Your laughter, your strength, and your faith inspire me to keep pressing forward. No matter where this life takes you, always remember, you were created for such a time as this, and I’ll always be here to protect you! And when I can’t, the Most High is walking with you! 

I love you more than I love myself. Take care of yourself! Stay strong! This world can’t hurt you, because our Savior has already overcome the world!

— Dad
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Truth Hurts
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Let me first start off by saying thank you for being who you are. You were chosen by God to be here today, in this world, and in THIS part of His divine timeline! You are beautiful, important, and always enough! I pray this book helps you deepen your faith, understanding, and above all, your relationship with The Most High! This is a book to help bring you closer to Him, while breaking strongholds.

Why Did I Write This Book

This book is not entertainment, it is a history lesson. This book is a wake-up call, and a searchlight cutting through the fog of deception. Every page is built on evidence, not opinion, all drawing from the pages of Scripture and the records of history to uncover what has been hidden in plain sight. It will challenge traditions, expose the fingerprints of manipulation, and lead you to see the world through the lens of the Word. What you hold is not just information, it is an invitation to unlearn the lies you were handed, and to discover the truth that was written from the beginning.

I have compiled as much research and evidence as possible to support the claims and truths in this book. The ONLY mission of this text is to help those who want to learn more about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who He is, who His Son is, and dismantle the deception surrounding us today. People have literally given their lives (in the form of study, or even death) for this truth to be told and passed down. 

I’m going to explain this evidence through a biblical perspective, because to be honest, there is no lens better suited to view this information (or this life) through. Every other perspective is flawed, filtered, or incomplete. Only through the Word of God can we make sense of the chaos around us. Unfortunately, some people don’t see it that way.

The dichotomy between belief and unbelief in a “higher power,” and more importantly WHO that higher power truly is, comes from one root cause: a lack of knowledge. Sadly, people are perishing for it, just as Hosea 4:6 warns. If our minds remain closed, and if our hearts remain hard, then truth, no matter how clear, will bounce off like rain on a tin roof.

If you’ve stumbled upon this book by reference, or just by reading the synopsis on the back, then I’m assuming as a prerequisite you’ve already opened your mind to the possibility that what we’ve been taught by mainstream Christianity, the news, and even the government, could be misinformation. Some of it may be half-truths, and some of it may be outright lies. Until we accept that possibility, this kind of information will always feel impossible to swallow. So if you have yet to do that, then allow me to help you take the blindfold off.

I chose to write this book rather than scatter these teachings across a hundred YouTube videos because I wanted something permanent, something that couldn’t be erased with a click, censored overnight, or buried in algorithms. I wanted a work that could be passed down, hand to hand, heart to heart. And as the title makes clear, I do not intend to bow to mainstream ideologies or watered-down interpretations of Scripture. 

What this book aims to do is expose the spiritual warfare raging around us. To reveal the deceptive schemes of our enemy, because when you begin to see the lies for what they are, you can no longer deny the truth. To me, showing the depth of deception is one of the most powerful ways to prove and convince the existence of God. As we’ll soon see, there’s no other reason for such wickedness and deception if it wasn’t to twist His Word, and wage war against Him.

My prayer is that this collection of evidence meets you right where you are. That it sparks a hunger within you to know who our Creator truly is, and that it reveals why the world works so tirelessly to rebel against Him and to deny His Son. If that seed takes root, then perhaps you too will become a seeker of truth. And as you continue on this path, my hope is that you will one day stand with an unshakable faith in Him, moving with no doubt, no hesitation, and no fear in His plan.

With this research spanning over a decade, and having to methodically gather it all this past year to create this book, this journey has been therapeutic for me. I organized this research with the hope that my friends, family, or anyone this book touches will be blessed to finally have all this information in one place. I have done my best to structure and format this book in a gentle, thoughtful, and mindful order. I didn’t want to just copy and paste a bunch of facts and say “here ya go”. I'm treating this book as a conversation between you and I, while presenting research that I personally feel are some of the fundamental truths to understanding these great deceptions. So I implore you, please bear with me until the end. You may not be a biblical scholar, and maybe you get bored with history, but I pray that each bit of information and every topic in here unlocks your perception and perspective, allowing you to see that it all ties together and points to the one true Elohim!

Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) is a Hebrew title meaning “Mighty One”, used primarily for Yahuah (YHUH) as the all-powerful Creator.

Throughout the book I will be including definitions of things I feel you may need to know, as shown above. As well as supporting anchor verses at the beginning of each chapter that sum up everything you’re about to read, and throughout the chapters to give context! I’m just a vessel, proclaiming some hidden truths, and backing it up with what is already written in the Word! Each chapter is intended to be read, digested, and processed, so you can develop a better understanding of the information and scripture relevant to the next chapter! You CAN jump around to topics that interest you, but I suggest reading in order because some things might not make sense if you don’t have the history to back it up! I did my best to go in a chronological order of explaining everything I’ve come to know. Since this world is a stage, this book unfolds in four Acts, each one taking you deeper into the story they don't want you to hear.

We start with Act I: The Great Indoctrination, where we peel back the layers of history to show where the lies began. We’ll walk the streets of empires long fallen, trace the ink of altered Scripture, and hear the voices of philosophers, priests, and politicians who shaped the world’s thinking. These collections of chapters are the start of the book because they build the foundation of how truth was buried and replaced with a counterfeit.

Act II: Smoke and Mirrors, reveals the evidence of that history and the masterful illusions that still keep the masses spellbound today. From the waters above to the stolen calendar, from false doctrines to counterfeit holidays, here the curtain is truly pulled back to expose the sleight of hand of the spiritual and physical manipulations that have shaped our reality.

Next we move to Act III: Beast Behind the Curtain, which steps more into the present, where the deception has gone digital. We’ll navigate the tangled web of technology, media, pharmaceuticals, and engineered crises that bind the world tighter each day. Here the ancient strategies are reborn in code, algorithms, and global systems designed to track, control, and ultimately, to worship the image of the beast.

And finally in Act IV: The Narrow Path, is the call to return, and walk in the Way as it was given from the beginning. Here we’ll strip away man’s traditions and rediscover the covenant God wrote on the hearts of His people. This act shows the beauty and weight of the appointed times, the endurance required in the last days, and the blueprint for living set-apart as we await the return of the King.

By the end, you will not only see the lies for what they are, but you will know the truth, and the truth will demand a response. I encourage you to grab a highlighter and use this text as a study guide to cross reference with your Bible, or any research you do on your own!

In my journey to seek the one true God, the Most High, I personally started by reading Revelations, which, as you may already know, is at the back of the Bible. Probably not the best place to start, but I have to admit, it kept me interested and curious for more! So after that, I started reading the New Testament from the beginning and read it all the way through, multiple times!

Feeling fully grounded in my understanding of my faith and my beliefs, fully loving Galatians, Hebrews and Romans, I was now on a mission to preach to others! While going to church every Sunday, I believed I had it all figured out. But I would soon find out that my knowledge was nowhere near enough.

I may have known about salvation and what our Messiah did for us, and I wholeheartedly believed in it, just as I unshakably do today. But my hunger for truth led me to dive deeper into my studies, and I realized just how much I still didn’t know, and how important the beginning of the book is. And just like the majority of other books, the Bible does indeed go in order! Thus, my journey into the Old Testament began!

I watched multiple sermons daily! I used to drive for Amazon, and while delivering I would listen to every scripture breakdown video I could find! I honestly miss those moments just crying in the car alone, delivering packages at 4:00 in the morning. Some nights I’d even put videos on at home while eating dinner, Bible in hand, highlighting certain scriptures to help connect the dots, memorizing some of my favorite verses that have helped shape my own testimony. The deeper I went, the more I began to feel the veil lift from my eyes! This is when I began to truly see that things weren’t as I was being told they were.

Upon reaching 1 Kings 3, I saw King Solomon ask God for wisdom and good judgment instead of riches and fame. In my past, I went down a road of seeking recognition through my music, but I personally never cared much for actually wanting fame, I was just trying to make money to take care of my family, so I felt a connection to Solomon’s request.

Already familiar with Luke 11:10, which reads:

“For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”

With humility, I too began asking God for wisdom like Solomon did. I asked to see as He sees, feel how He feels about sin, and to know what He knows about this world and everything in it. I knew it was a lot to ask, and the mysterious, beautiful plan of God will not be fully revealed until the end. But let me tell you, my knowledge surely increased!

Now, I wish I could tell you I was brought up into heaven like some people in the Bible were and I was shown a great revelation! That would’ve been awesome! I’d honestly break down and cry if that happened to me. (The first thing I would ask Him for is a hug. I could really use one of those). 

But unfortunately that didn’t happen! Instead, pulling from my dads favorite book, in Ecclesiastes 1:18 it says:

“For in much wisdom is much grief, and he who increases knowledge increases suffering.”

And some of the information in this book sure did bring some uncomfortable dismantling of what I thought was true. Many sorrowful nights wrestling with my understanding of this new knowledge I’ve discovered. So I thought it’d be important to place everything I know all in one place so no longer do we have to scour the internet for answers! With that being said though, this book is the equivalent of taking the red pill from the Matrix! Once you start reading, there is no returning to the comfortable reality you may find yourself in right now. But if you’re ready to confront the uncomfortable and complex truth about this world and the reality we live in, then I invite you to join me. Because as a great friend of mine once told me... 

Truth Hurts

This is that knowledge.

​ACT I

The Great Indoctrination
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Echoing Lies

Romans 12:2

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind...”

––––––––

[image: ]


What’s the best way to introduce the topics ahead? I wrestled with this question while structuring this book... If I could transfer all this knowledge into your mind instantly, I would. But since that’s not possible, we must take this step by step. As stated in the introduction, I want to do this gently, and build a foundation for the truth ahead. So I implore you again, humor me as I do my best to take you on this journey that’s taken me (for some of it) over a decade to wrap my mind around. This process will be a journey. I may repeat myself in certain sections, and that’s because everything here all ties together!

To start, this chapter will be the only section dedicated to psychology, and understanding of how the mind processes information, because before we get into why you’re really reading this, we need to break down how deception can take root so easily. I believe we need to be on a continuous path of sharpening our mind, allow our perspective to be altered when truth confronts us, and keep a biblical perception of reality at all times. The mind is a powerful thing. People say “knowledge is power”, but it’s worthless if you don’t do anything with it.

The Power of Repetition & the Illusion of Truth

Our brains are wired to recognize patterns and prioritize familiar information. This is why repetition plays a crucial role in shaping what we accept as truth. When we hear the same claim repeatedly, it starts to feel true, even if it isn’t.

This phenomenon, known as the Illusory Truth Effect, was first studied by cognitive psychologists Hasher, Goldstein, and Toppino (1977). Their research found that when statements are repeated, people become more likely to believe them, not because they have verified the information, but because it becomes easier to process. This mental shortcut causes people to mistake familiarity for accuracy. 

A more recent study confirmed this, showing that even when participants knew a statement was false, repeating it increased the likelihood that they perceived it as true (Fazio, Brashier, Payne, & Marsh, 2015).

This is how propaganda, misinformation, and media narratives can become deeply ingrained causing indoctrination. The more a lie is repeated, the more believable it becomes. Especially when people don’t take the time to question the source.Not everything we accept as truth actually is. Many widespread ideas, ones even taught in schools, are completely false.

For example, a survey of teachers in Great Britain and the Netherlands found that 48% and 46% of them, respectively, believed the myth that humans use only 10% of their brains (Dekker et al., 2012). It’s crazy because I used to believe this too when I was younger! But this claim has been thoroughly debunked! Brain imaging studies show that we use virtually every part of our brain, even when at rest (Raichle & Mintun, 2006).

The danger of false beliefs isn’t just that they spread misinformation, it’s that they reshape our perception of reality. If someone is convinced that humans use only 10% of their brains, they may also believe that brain damage is insignificant. Research has shown that some people genuinely think banging your head or "a little brain damage" doesn’t matter, simply because they accept this myth (Guilmette & Paglia, 2004).

Now, follow me. Apply this same concept to history, media narratives, and religious doctrine. If falsehoods are repeated long enough, they too could become so deeply embedded that even evidence to the contrary struggles to break through. If I’m being honest, you will experience this struggle while reading this book. Unfortunately, I’ve taken so much time and care to make sure every bit of information is factual and undisputed, that even if you want to put this book down and write it off as false, or say I’m crazy, you can’t. The undeniable truth will still be written on these pages forever. It will be here waiting for you, waiting for your spirit to hunger for more. 

How the Brain Adapts to Repeated Messages

Our minds are designed to store frequently encountered information. This process, known as memory reinforcement, strengthens neural connections, making repeated statements feel more credible over time.

This effect is further explained by “Referential Theory”, which suggests that the more connections a memory has to other information, the more "true" it seems (Unkelbach et al., 2019). Repeated statements integrate into our memory networks, increasing fluency and reinforcing belief, even when they are completely false.

At a deeper level, our brains also experience habituation, a learning process that diminishes our reaction to repeated stimuli (Rankin et al., 2009). The more we hear something, the less critically we analyze it.

This is why media narratives, advertising, and political messaging rely on constant repetition, because the more familiar something becomes, the less likely people are to question it. This is why YouTube plays 2-3 ads before every video, or the radio gets paid to play the same songs on repeat every hour!

​The Mind Mirrors the Environment


Have you ever wondered why one person praises the God for a loaf of bread while another throws away half a meal without thinking twice? Why do some kids fight over scraps while others pout over not getting dessert? That’s not just upbringing, that’s psychology. It’s spiritual, mental, and environmental all at once. The world you grow up in builds the lens you see through. And unless that lens is shattered, cleaned, or corrected, you’ll swear you’re seeing clearly, even when you’re blind.

Psychologists call this “environmental conditioning”, the process by which your surroundings program your responses, values, and perception of reality. Like Pavlov’s dog learned to salivate at the sound of a bell, we too are trained by repetition, experience, and emotional impact. If “lack of” was your teacher, you learn gratitude fast. If abundance was your default, you rarely stop to appreciate what’s always been there.

And this isn’t just theory, your brain physically adapts. We call that neuroplasticity. The mind rewires itself around repeated patterns. If you grew up in chaos, you might interpret peace as boring. If you grew up in safety, a minor disruption feels like trauma. Repeated exposure changes not just your habits, but your neural wiring. What fires together, wires together. Now everyone is different, and people grow up differently and have different perceptions on life! But the brain learns to expect what it’s seen over and over again. Whether that’s comfort, survival, abuse, silence, hunger, or even applause. This is why the world can condition people to accept something, because they roll it out slowly until you’re used to it!

Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs is a psychological theory that proposes that human needs are organized into a hierarchical structure, with the most basic needs at the bottom and higher-level needs at the top. The theory suggests that individuals must satisfy their basic needs before they can focus on higher-level aspirations. It’s reality. A person without food isn’t thinking about philosophy. A person without safety isn’t dreaming about purpose. When survival needs are unmet, the mind never ascends to higher thought.

And even when you do get more, the mind adjusts. This is called the hedonic treadmill, the idea that humans quickly adapt to pleasure and return to a baseline of expectation. In other words, the first time you taste abundance, you’re grateful. But over time? It becomes normal. And when normal becomes expected, appreciation dies. That’s how entitlement is born. As researchers Brickman & Campbell (1971) wrote: “As a person makes more money, expectations and desires rise in tandem, which results in no permanent gain in happiness.” This applies to food, money, relationships, even faith. The flesh always wants more, but the spirit must learn to be content (Philippians 4:12).

I know this may seem like a lot, but stay with me! The world also shapes us culturally. What one culture calls respect, another calls weakness. What one group sees as “success,” another might see as selfishness. This is cultural relativism, the understanding that belief systems and behaviors are formed through cultural norms. It’s why someone can grow up thinking raising your hands in prayer is normal and another sees it as strange. Neither came to that conclusion by raw logic, it was absorbed through repetition. Through the environment.

So what does all of this mean, you may ask? Well here's the dangerous part that I’m alluding to... if your surroundings shape your sight, and you never challenge what you see, how will you know if you’re deceived? If you’ve only ever seen a counterfeit, you’ll swear it’s the real thing. This is why Romans 12:2 tells us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” That word “conform” in Greek is suschematizo, which means “to fashion yourself after the pattern of something else.” In other words, don’t let your environment mold you. Let the Word of God reshape you.

Because as we’re about to see, this world is a trap. If you let it define what’s normal, you’ll miss what’s righteous. You’ll chase luxury and call it blessing, ignore suffering and call it freedom, accept lies and call them facts. Your upbringing might’ve taught you how to survive, but that doesn’t mean it taught you the truth. And that’s my mission here, unlearn the lie, relearn the truth!

​The Eloquence Effect


Now that we understand how the brain works a little concerning repetition, let’s unpack how someone giving that information may also play a role in your acceptance of knowledge! It’s truly a strange thing, how easily we’re convinced by someone who simply sounds convincing. I once watched a video where someone stepped up to a mic wearing a tailored suit, speaking slowly and confidently with polished vocabulary, spitting out facts like a walking encyclopedia. The room got silent. Everyone listened. No questions. Then, like a magician pulling the curtain, he drops the final line: “None of what I said was true.” And the audience sits there stunned... heck even I was stunned! Not because the facts were exposed, but because no one even thought to question them.

I thought “Why does this happen?”. Does it start in the brain? Are we wired to take shortcuts in our thinking? Yes! It’s a survival trait that helps us navigate an overwhelming world of information. Instead of carefully analyzing everything we hear, we look for signals, or “clues”  that tell us whether or not we should trust the speaker. One of the most powerful of these signals is HOW someone speaks, NOT what they say. This is the same thing our parents told us growing up, it’s not what you said, it’s how you said it!

Social psychologists, Richard Petty and John Cacioppo,  described this in what they called the Elaboration Likelihood Model of Persuasion. In their model, there are two main ways people are persuaded. The first is the central route, where the listener deeply analyzes the information and weighs the evidence. The second is the peripheral route, where the listener relies on surface-level cues, like tone of voice, appearance, or emotional appeal to make a snap judgment. Most people, most of the time, take the peripheral route. It’s easier. It feels safer. But it’s deadly when truth is on the line.

That’s where the Halo Effect comes in. Coined by psychologist Edward Thorndike, this bias describes our tendency to let one positive trait of a person spill over into how we perceive everything else about them. If someone dresses well, sounds smart, or has a soothing voice, we assume they must also be honest, wise, or trustworthy, even if we’ve been given no evidence of those things. We do this unconsciously, assigning credibility based on “vibes” rather than verification. There are obviously variables to this. Some people have a higher sense of discernment than others. Kind of like how some people can (or can’t) be hypnotized. But for the majority of people, this is what’s happening! And the trap goes deeper. Authority bias plays a huge role too.

In the 1960s, Stanley Milgram ran a series of now-famous obedience experiments showing that ordinary people would follow immoral commands if they came from someone they viewed as an authority figure, often someone simply wearing a lab coat. That’s all it took. The symbol of expertise. And in today’s world, it doesn’t have to be a lab coat. It could be a presidential suit, a TED Talk stage, a deep voice, or a professional-sounding vocabulary. The costume of authority tricks the mind into submission.

That’s why Scripture tells us not to judge by appearances but to test the spirit (1 John 4:1). Christ Himself warned that many would come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they would be ravenous wolves (Matthew 7:15). They wouldn’t look dangerous. They wouldn’t sound like liars. That’s the point. Deception doesn’t arrive dressed in red flags, it shows up in clean suits, smooth speech, and carefully crafted credentials. This is how the world’s greatest deceptions are sold. Not with chaos, but with charisma. Let’s look at one more way our brain naturally processes information.

Subliminal Messages

Beneath the surface of our conscious thought lies an even deeper influencer: the subconscious mind. As author Leonard Mlodinov explains in Subliminal, our unconscious is constantly steering how we see the world and how we behave, even when we think we’re making deliberate choices. “Our subliminal brain is invisible to us, yet it influences our conscious experience... the actions we engage in as a result...” Mlodinov says.

He describes the brain as a “two-tiered” system, where the subconscious processes millions of bits of information for every single one we process consciously, a staggering imbalance. That unseen, humming processor quietly absorbs stories, words, images, and beliefs. And just like the Eloquence Effect, it can craft conviction, with or without our awareness. Reminds me of the movie Limitless, where the main character took a pill which unlocked all his past unconscious absorbed thoughts.

Similarly, when Erik du Plessis writes in The Branded Mind about how brands and images embed themselves in our brains, he describes the brand soma, the feeling component of perception that strongly influences our decisions. Even when we think we’re choosing freely, we’re often responding to unrecognized emotional cues that have been hard-coded into us by repeated exposure, much like the Referential Theory. His research dives deep. I can’t explain it all, I would recommend the book if you’re into psychology, but to paraphrase, bleeding-edge neuroscience shows that emotions and moods, more than reason, shape our preferences. Attention becomes the gateway to memory, which becomes the blueprint for decision. The question we must all ask ourselves is what blueprint do we want to live by?

Now, what do all these insights reveal? That whether through careful oratory, subliminal messaging, or emotional branding, our beliefs and loyalties can be stolen, or even redirected, without us realizing it. And this struggle isn’t just happening in boardrooms or political rallies. It’s waging in our churches, workplace, and schools. Why are our children being taught about Roman Greek “mythology” gods in 3rd grade, but not hammering in the fundamentals of math and how to read and write?

Later in this book we’ll see how Rome swapped out names, replaced feast days, altered the Sabbath, modified our calendar, and repackaged His Word in elegant sermons and emotionally charged brands. This did more than rewrite theology. It rewrote identities. Just as a consumer forms an attachment to a brand behind the scenes, people form attachments to counterfeit holy names, rituals, and worship patterns, while never knowing where they came from, or what had been taken from them.

But there’s good news. As Mlodinov says, “To gain a true understanding of human experience, we must understand both our conscious and our unconscious selves”  . Awareness is the first step out of the fog. Once you’re aware, you can reject the lies and rewire your mind with truth. Du Plessis’s point of emotion must meet reason applies here too: we must feel the truth in our soul, but anchor it in our minds. Worship that springs only from feeling is easily hijacked. Worship rooted in Scripture, history, and an eternal mindset on Heaven is unshakable.

Without guarding the subconscious, our hearts will be swayed by any brand or preacher who knows how to craft emotional “brand soma.” Whether through marketing or ministry, both the world and the church deploy thousands of subtle cues to shape our view of God, salvation, identity, and even obedience.

––––––––
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Why Questioning the Narrative is So Stigmatized

People who challenge the mainstream narrative are often dismissed as crazy, paranoid, or conspiracy theorists, especially when their views contradict the accepted "truth". This is also reinforced in every movie and tv show that has a character that displays a passion for finding truth. They’re consistently shown as eccentric, erratic or schizophrenic. But history has proven that some of the greatest truths, were once seen as impossible. While either lost, or buried, once someone cracked the code, or uncovered the truth, if people accept it, now those people are considered a historian, or a scholar. 

Time and time again, what was once labeled as nonsense turned out to be undeniable reality. People were mocked for believing 9/11 was an inside job. Doctors were ridiculed for suggesting that microscopic germs cause disease. Governments denied the existence of mass surveillance, until whistleblowers proved otherwise. The list goes on.

Some people ask more questions then others and connect the dots, putting in the effort to find what’s real. But in a world where repetition is weaponized, breaking through deception requires more than just awareness, it takes critical thinking, discernment, and the willingness to unlearn old beliefs. So as you continue reading, I ask one thing. Set aside everything you’ve been taught for a moment, and read with an open mind. Try not to hold on to everything the world has told you, and instead let these facts of history and studies prove themselves to be true. 

Oh, and most importantly... ASK. SEEK. KNOCK.

I thank you for indulging me for a moment with this chapter and diving into the mind. Because before we get into eschatology, theology, or all the deception surrounding them, I believe it’s important we build a foundation of understanding on what happened in history that shaped our current perceived state of living!

Because the truth has always been there, but only those who search for it will find it. We’ve been programmed from birth to trust what we hear repeatedly, especially when it’s wrapped in authority. Our beliefs weren’t always chosen, they were installed. But this isn’t just about commercials, politics, or social engineering. It runs deeper. What happens when the very foundation of faith, or Scripture itself is rewritten with these same psychological tactics? What if the truth wasn’t just hidden from our culture... but also removed from our Bibles? 
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Chapter 2 
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Redacted Scripture 

––––––––
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Proverbs 25:2

“It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: But the honour of kings is to search out a matter.”

‭‭

I want to make something unmistakably clear before we go any further. I believe in the Bible. I trust it to be the inspired Word of God, breathed out by the Spirit, preserved through generations, and given to us as the foundation for life, truth, correction, and covenant. No matter what generation mankind has found itself in, the Good News has always stood like a shining lamp on a nightstand. I’ve built my life on its words. So please hear me when I say this chapter is not an attack on Scripture. It’s a defense for the truth it was meant to carry.

Do you know the Bible most of us grew up with isn’t the same collection of texts our spiritual ancestors knew. Somewhere between the scrolls of the prophets and the leatherbound books sitting in pew racks today, decisions were made, not by God, but by man. Councils convened. Votes were cast. Books were removed. Names were replaced. And through it all, the illusion of completion remained. The danger isn’t in the words we’ve read, it’s in the ones we were never given the chance to.

Why Do We Not Have the Complete Collection?

Many of us were told that the 66 books of the modern Bible are the only inspired writings that have ever existed. But history, archaeology, and even Scripture itself tell a different story. There are multiple quotes from books we no longer have in our canon. Jude referenced Enoch. Chronicles mentioned the Book of Jasher. And the prophets—who were chosen by God—wrote things that were later discarded by religious authorities who decided what was “safe” for the public. 

This chapter is not about undermining Scripture. It’s about restoring it. It’s about bringing back the context, witnesses, and truths that were redacted! Not because they weren’t valuable, but because they were too dangerous to the systems that wanted control. The same systems and powers that are in control today. 

The Word is alive! But some of it was buried. We grew up believing that the book we were handed in church was complete, that every word inside was divinely preserved, untouchable, and whole.

In the previous chapter, we exposed how the human mind can be shaped and trained to accept a lie if it’s repeated enough times. But what happens when that same strategy is applied to the Word itself? When repetition, omission, and authority are used to remove what God never intended to be hidden? That’s spiritual warfare. All of this happened slowly over time, to bring us to where we are today! Again, I believe God absolutely knew this would happen, and the Bible we have today is still enough to come to Him in faith, be free, and receive salvation! But the scriptures that were taken out, help paint a bigger picture! This is what I want to uncover with you!

The early church wasn’t born into peace. It was born into political pressure, pagan influence, and eventually... corruption. And just like in Eden, the enemy didn’t need to burn the truth, he just needed to twist it. Add a few words here. Remove a few books there. Replace Hebrew names with Greek titles. Erase the things that point people to obedience. And repeat the process, again and again, until the lie becomes familiar, and the truth becomes “dangerous.” So this chapter is a rescue mission. We’re not throwing out the Bible. We’re recovering the parts of it that were thrown out!

So, you may ask “Why does it matter if books were taken out? I have the gospel, Jesus died for my sins, and that’s all that matters”, and I completely hear you! That sounds noble. It sounds faithful. But it’s also the kind of reasoning that keeps believers spiritually malnourished.

Yes... the gospel IS the foundation.

But Christ didn’t come to give us just a foundation, He came to build a Kingdom, and He expects us to grow in it. Not stay in spiritual infancy. He spoke in parables, not to make the truth simple, but to hide it in plain sight. So those who wanted to understand, could go find the answers! So let’s journey through those answers together!

Luke 8:10 

“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom... but to the others in parables, that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.”

The books that were taken out aren’t random, they’re part of the story. They give context to the war we’re in, clarity to the prophecies unfolding, and confirmation that God has always spoken through more than one scroll.

The gospel is everything. But the gospel was never meant to stand alone. It was built on the Torah, the prophets, and the testimony of those who came before and after. These books were passed down to us in blood. The least we can do is search them out and get a better understanding of the Word!

The Kingdom isn’t for the lazy. It’s for those who dig, wrestle, search, and hunger for more. So when we say, “I have enough,” we’re missing the very nature of the Messiah we claim to follow. We’re rejecting the deeper layers He’s inviting us into. At times I’ve felt like I've known enough! I don’t watch as many sermons anymore, or attend church on Sunday’s anymore for my own reasons. I know most of the stories and parables at this point, and I don’t need a feel good talk every Sunday about my salvation. I have complete faith and conviction in what God has done! I personally just read the Bible and research deeper into the topics in this book. Because The Son didn’t just say, “Believe in Me.” He said, “Seek, and you will find.” So, with that, let’s finally unpack it all!

​The Scrolls They Buried...


In the beginning, there was no “Bible” as we know it today. There was Torah, there were the prophets, there were scrolls passed hand-to-hand. From the tents of Abraham to the wilderness with Moses, from the courts of kings, to the caves of the Qumran. The people of The Most High preserved His words with reverence and trembling. They copied by candlelight, prayed before penning a single letter, and understood that these were not ordinary writings, they were divine.

Torah (תּוֹרָה) is a Hebrew word meaning “instruction,” “teaching,” or “law,” and refers specifically to the divine commandments and guidance given by God, especially through the first five books of Scripture (Genesis through Deuteronomy).

The Qumran Caves are a series of caves near the Dead Sea in Israel where, beginning in 1947, the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered. These scrolls include some of the oldest surviving manuscripts of the Hebrew Scriptures (Tanakh/Old Testament), along with other writings.

But centuries later, another group would rise, the scholars. Not the prophets. Not those filled with the Holy Spirit. But intellectuals, Greek-trained minds, Roman-appointed thinkers, and later in today’s time, secular professors, who believed they had the right to decide what was “Scripture” and what was not.

These men, both ancient and modern, are the reason much of the original body of writings has been locked away, ignored, or called false.They called these hidden books Pseudepigrapha. 

Pseudepigrapha (soo-duh-PIHG-ruh-fuh) comes from the Greek words “pseudo” (false) and “epigraphein” (to inscribe or attribute). So pseudepigrapha means “falsely attributed writings.”

In other words, they didn’t believe Enoch wrote the book of Enoch. Or that Baruch could’ve authored his visions. Or that the Shepherd of Hermas had anything of real value to say. This is because most scholars believe that the real authors were not who the text claims. Why? Because the content didn’t line up with their theology, or more truthfully, it threatened their narrative control.

Many of these so-called scholars weren’t even believers. Some were Gnostics, Platonists, or skeptics. Later on, during the Roman Church era, others were bishops and priests trying to unify and hellenize “Christianity” under one universal (Roman-Catholic) doctrine. They wanted order, not questions. Unity, not truth. And if a scroll didn’t fit their mold, it was pushed out of sight, or worse, declared heretical. We’ll go more into detail on hellenization and all of this in the coming chapters! 

The Book of Enoch was perhaps the greatest threat. Revered among the early followers of Christ, found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, and directly quoted in the book of Jude, Enoch’s visions revealed the rebellion of the Watchers, the judgment of the wicked, and the arrival of the Son of Man, long before His birth. This was too dangerous. Too clear. It had to go.

Then there was Jubilees, a divine retelling of Genesis through the lens of the heavenly tablets. It honored the Sabbath. It preserved feast days. It warned of disobedience. And like Enoch, it gave a blueprint for righteousness. But it was too Hebrew in nature, and heavily tied to the Torah. Rome couldn’t have that. So it vanished from the Western canon.

The Book of Jasher was referenced twice in the Old Testament, Joshua 10:13 and 2 Samuel 1:18, which cause many to believe it holds valuable historical insight, yet nearly all modern Bibles leave out the text itself. Why? Because it fills in too many blanks. Truth that’s too dangerous for mass consumption, so they didn’t want to include it in the canon. It gives names and greater detail about Nimrod (who they still worship today) and The Tower of Babel. Describes how Abraham was raised in a household of idol worship under his father Terah, who made and sold idols for a living, until Abraham came to reject the false gods and sought out the one true Elohim. Also explains how Ishmael tried to kill Isaac, and that’s why Sarah reacted the way she did in Genesis 21! It even reveals backstories of patriarchs that expose the darker history of the nations. This book is such a good read, I highly recommend it! It really helps fill in those missing details! And don’t worry, we’ll circle back to some of those topics later!

Then there was 2 Esdras (also called 4 Ezra), a brutally honest prophetic work describing the end of days, the collapse of nations, and the narrow path of salvation. Even the original 1611 King James Bible included it in its Apocrypha. But today, most believers have never heard of it.

The Shepherd of Hermas, once considered divinely inspired, was read aloud in early congregations. It described visions of the Kingdom, repentance, and the spiritual war for men’s souls. But it didn’t make the final cut. Too “mystical,” they said.

The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, the Ascension of Isaiah, the Apocalypse of Peter, and the Gospel of the Hebrews... just to name a few more, ALL removed. All silenced. Do you see the pattern yet? All once held dear by early believers who still spoke the original tongue, still walked the ancient path, and still remembered that Christ was not a Roman, nor a Greek philosopher, but a Hebrew, all these books now removed!

Meanwhile, the scholars who made these decisions? They sat in ivory towers, council halls, and later, seminary lecture rooms. Some were pagans with robes. Others were popes with pens. And today, they’re often professors with no faith at all! Just studying and accepting what they’re told to get a passing grade. Treating the Word of God like literature, not revelation. They label prophecy as poetry, dismiss the supernatural as myth, and dissect Scripture with surgical skepticism.

But Scripture already warned us of this:

2 Timothy 4:3

“For the time shall come when they shall not bear sound teaching, but according to their own desires, they shall heap up for themselves teachers tickling the ear.”

Psalm 25:14

“The secret of Elohim is with them that fear him; And He will shew them His covenant.”

The true scholars of the Word were never the ones with degrees, but those with discernment. Those who feared The Most High, who trembled at His Word, and who walked according to His commands. This may sound ancient today but it’s living in relationship!

So what happened to the lost books? They didn’t disappear. They were hidden. Buried in caves. Preserved in Ethiopian monasteries. Whispered among the remnants. And in these last days, God is allowing them to resurface. Not to add confusion, but to restore what was stolen. The rejected books weren’t lost by accident. They were buried by design. But now, just like bones in a valley, they’re being raised up again.

Ezekiel 37:12

“And I shall open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O My people. And shall bring you into the land of Israel.”

This was all just a glimpse of what was removed, why and by who. But to truly understand how these sacred writings were buried, and who gave these scholars the authority to decide what stayed and what was removed, we need to trace back the power structure that emerged after the original followers were scattered and persecuted. As Rome crept into the assembly of believers, something shifted. No longer led by humble men filled with the Holy Spirit, the faith was slowly absorbed by intellectuals, philosophers, and political opportunists. These men would later be called the “Early Church Fathers.” Their influence, along with the rise of imperial councils like Nicaea, would begin to reshape the foundation of the faith into something more palatable for the empire. What began as a Spirit-led movement became a system governed by men, not God.
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The Rise of Rome

––––––––

[image: ]


2 Thessalonians 2:7–8

“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work... and then the lawless one will be revealed.”

The world had already known the grip of kingdoms. Egypt’s chains. Babylon’s brilliance. Persia’s wealth. Greece’s ideas. But none would compare to what came next. Rome.

Rome didn’t rise with poetry or prophecy, but with power! The kind of power that crushed anything in its path. Iron swords. Iron laws. Iron minds. It didn’t just conquer nations; it absorbed them. When Rome came, it didn’t erase the gods of the people, it collected them. When Rome met Greek culture, it didn’t resist, it adopted it. And when Rome heard about the followers of YHUH, they didn’t simply kill them. They eventually converted, but only to corrupt from within.

How Power Was Seized

Before Rome ruled with iron and idols, it was just a small settlement on the banks of the Tiber River, seven hills, a few tribes, and a kingdom ruled by Etruscan kings. But Rome’s rise wasn’t by chance. It was war, wealth, strategy, and spiritual seduction.

1. From Kingdom to Republic (c. 509 BCE):

Rome began as a monarchy under the Etruscans, mysterious, advanced people from the north who gave Rome its first urban planning, temple architecture, and even the fasces symbol. But Roman elites eventually overthrew their last king, Tarquin the Proud, after he violated a noblewoman named Lucretia. This sparked a revolt, and Rome transitioned into a republic, run by elected officials and a Senate, a system that claimed to protect liberty but concentrated power in the hands of the wealthy patrician class.

Fascism A far-right, authoritarian political system characterized by dictatorial power, forcible suppression of opposition, strong centralized control of society and the economy, and often a policy of belligerent nationalism and racism. 

The word fascism itself comes from fasces. Mussolini deliberately adopted the symbol to glorify the Roman Empire and promote the idea of national unity through authoritarian control. You can still find the fasces symbol today on the Lincoln Memorial, behind the speaker’s podium in the U.S. House of Representatives, at the MacNeil Supreme Court, and on older dimes (the Mercury dime). Roman symbols, still in use today!
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Now my question is, why so much Roman influence on American currency, and its architecture? It’s almost like Rome is still here...... Let's move on.
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2. Military Built on Discipline and Expansion:

Early Rome fought constantly, first with nearby Latin and Sabine tribes, then with the Etruscans and Samnites. But with each war, Rome learned, adapted, and absorbed. Instead of just conquering enemies, they offered a deal: “Join us. You can keep your culture, your gods... just supply soldiers and swear loyalty.” This made their army bigger and their influence deeper.

3. The Punic Wars (264–146 BCE):

The real turning point came with the Punic Wars against Carthage. These were brutal, especially the second war when Hannibal marched elephants through the Alps. But Rome didn’t break. In fact, they grew stronger through suffering—learning naval warfare from scratch and eventually burning Carthage to the ground. This removed their greatest rival and gave them control of the western Mediterranean.

4. Eastward Expansion and the Fall of Greece:

While Carthage burned, Rome turned its eyes east—to Macedonia and the fractured remnants of Alexander the Great’s empire. Through manipulation, military campaigns, and divide-and-rule tactics, Rome subdued Greece and absorbed its culture, philosophy, and religion. Ironically, while Rome conquered Greece with the sword, Greek ideas quietly conquered Rome’s soul.

5. Economic Power, Slave Labor, and Internal Corruption:

As Rome expanded, it brought in unimaginable wealth: gold, grain, slaves. But this led to massive inequality. Small farmers were crushed under debt while the rich bought up land and flooded the economy with slave labor. The Republic began to crack—not from external threats, but from internal greed. Rome grew rich—but sick.

6. Civil Wars and the Fall of the Republic (1st Century BCE):

Rival generals like Marius, Sulla, Pompey, and Julius Caesar vied for power. Armies became loyal to commanders, not the Senate. The people, tired of chaos, looked to strongmen for order. Caesar crossed the Rubicon, declared himself dictator for life, and was assassinated. But it was too late. Rome had traded its Republic for an Empire.

7. Augustus – The Birth of Empire (27 BCE):

Caesar’s adopted son, Octavian (later called Augustus), defeated his rivals and declared a new era of peace—Pax Romana. He was a master manipulator: claiming to restore the Republic while quietly becoming Rome’s first emperor. With propaganda, pageantry, and power, he centralized control under the guise of stability. The Senate bowed. The people cheered. And the beast was born.

That’s how Rome rose, not just by sword, but by seduction. Not just by force, but by offering a better deal. I say all this not to praise them, but to show their history and patterns! They claimed to liberate, but instead they enslaved. They inherited Greece’s wisdom, but perverted it. They promised peace, but demanded worship. 

Fast forward to today, when people think of Rome, they picture togas, gladiators, and emperors. Old stuff of the past right? We’ll soon discover, Rome didn’t die, it transformed. What began as a pagan empire evolved into a religious empire, cloaking itself in robes and crosses instead of armor and swords. 

Daniel 7:23

“The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth... it shall devour the whole earth...”

Rome was the final beast in Daniel’s vision, ferocious, iron-fisted, and bent on domination. But its greatest weapon wasn’t military, it was spiritual manipulation and hellenization.

Hellenization is the spread and merging of Greek culture, language, religion, and identity to people who were not originally Greek. It occurred in the ancient period and during the Byzantine Empire. 

Rome wasn’t just the next empire. According to the prophet Daniel, it was the final beast, the most terrifying of them all. In his vision, he saw four beasts: a lion, a bear, a leopard, and then this one, something altogether different. Not just a kingdom, but a system. A crushing machine. One that devoured truth, trampled the qodesh people, and waged war against the Most High. And Rome did exactly that.

Qodesh (קֹדֶשׁ) is a Hebrew word meaning “set-apart,” describing something or someone dedicated exclusively for God’s purpose, pure, holy and separated from the common or profane.

They rewrote the calendar. Replaced the feast days. Renamed the God of Israel. Changed the Sabbath to the sun’s day (Sunday). It made paganism legal and righteousness criminal. Torah was outlawed. Hebrew was outlawed. Even the Name of God was outlawed, punishable by death. Completely replacing “YHUH” with “the LORD”. We will go into all of that individually later.

I promise you, even today these beasts do not act alone. Every empire has its advisors, its thinkers, its voices behind the curtain. Rome had muscle, but its mind? That belonged to the Greeks. The iron legs of the statue in Daniel's vision may have stood on Roman power, but the heart and head were still carved from Greek stone.

Rome formed a network of law, language, and religion so intertwined that resisting it became unthinkable. The people didn’t even realize they were being enslaved, they called it “civilization.” They called it “church.” They called it “Christianity.” This is where it truly began! They hijacked and Hellenized the faith, forcing people to choose them or be persecuted, and they put their own philosophical ideology on it! The beast was alive, and crowned by Caesar. Still alive today, just now cloaked in religion. Mention of this to anyone at your local church and they’d think you were crazy! But it’s critical we dive into the history of what happened, and decide for ourselves what truth is, how we should worship, and not just accept how we’re told to do it. 

And so, to understand how Rome came to hijack the faith, how it twisted Scripture, redefined holiness, and created a god in its own image, we must go one layer deeper. We must meet the philosophers behind the throne.
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The Early Church Fathers

––––––––
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Ephesians 6:12

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the worldly forces of this darkness, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

––––––––
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I feel it is important to go back in time to when “Christianity” first began. The chosen people of God were controlled and oppressed, and the powers that be made sure they were never in a position to inherit the kingdom He promised. In order to understand Christianity, we must go back in time before the label of Christian was ever used. We have a period of 2000 years that started with the death and resurrection of the Messiah, leading all the way until this very day, full of important documented history that isn’t widely known by Christians or the followers of God for a few reasons. It’s either the continuous dulling of discernment because of their lack of seeking more knowledge. Settling for a man-made version of faith, shaped not by Scripture, but by what the world says worship should look like, simply because it’s what everyone else is doing. Or maybe more simply put the rulers of darkness have masterfully crafted a narrative so deceptive, it has indoctrinated generations into accepting their lies as truth. Whatever it may be, let’s uncover it! 

​The Trojan Horse of Greek Thought


Okay, let’s not sugar coat anything! I don’t want to waterboard you into believing anything, I’m just sharing facts. So let me start by saying, if you’re a Christian, you’re following a religion that you’re TOLD is biblical, but if you were to dive deeper into the history of what these people built this religion on, you’d truly begin to question if it’s really biblical! This is what we’re going to do now! We’re going to decide if it’s how God intended us to receive it, or was it just hijacked by man, and became a twisted doctrine to suit their agenda of control.

Don’t dismiss me for saying this, but Christianity is a religion of Rome. It’s ultimately a hellenized Greek influenced religion. I know that sounds like a lot right out the gate, but I wouldn’t dedicate a whole book worth of information, and not have factual evidence to back it up, so let’s break it down.

​The Catalyst of Hellenization


In the fourth century BCE, a Macedonian prince emerged whose ambition was not only to conquer lands, but to conquer the minds of men. Alexander III of Macedon, known to history as Alexander the Great, swept across the known world like a storm. From Greece to Egypt, and from Mesopotamia to the Indus Valley, his campaigns carved out one of the largest empires in human history by the age of thirty.
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But Alexander’s conquest was not just military, it was ideological. His vision was to create a unified empire bonded not by brute force, but by a shared culture. He aggressively planted the seeds of Hellenization by founding Greek-style cities, appointing Greek administrators, and even encouraging intermarriage between his soldiers and local populations. His education under Aristotle (the student of Plato) was no accident, his worldview was infused with Greek philosophy, and he believed it to be superior to all others.

When Alexander took Jerusalem, he didn’t destroy it. Instead, he treated the Hebrew priests with respect, reportedly sparing the city after seeing the High Priest’s prophetic vision (as recorded by Josephus). But make no mistake, Hellenism had entered the gates. And over the next few centuries, it would do far more damage than any sword ever could.

​The Roman Empire

By the time the Roman Empire rose to power, Greek culture had already become deeply rooted across the Mediterranean. Rome, rather than eradicating this influence, embraced it. Latin may have been the official language of the empire, but Greek was the language of philosophy, literature, science, and religion.

Roman elites sent their children to study in Greek academies. The gods of Greece were absorbed into the Roman pantheon under new names (Zeus became Jupiter, Hermes became Mercury), and the plays of Euripides and Sophocles were performed in Roman theaters. Greek philosophy—especially Stoicism, Platonism, and Aristotelianism—became the intellectual foundation of Roman thought. And Roman emperors, from Augustus to Marcus Aurelius, saw themselves not just as rulers, but as philosophers and divine figures.

This blending of Greek and Roman culture—often referred to as Greco-Roman—created the intellectual backdrop that the “early church fathers” would later be educated in. Men like Justin Martyr and Clement of Alexandria were trained not in the Torah, but in Greek logic and rhetorical debate. The Scriptures, once taught orally in Hebrew, were increasingly filtered through allegory, metaphysics, and moral philosophy.

It was during this Roman-Greek fusion that a subtle shift occurred. The faith of the Hebrews was gradually being rebranded as a religion for the empire.

​

​

​The Byzantine Empire

When the Western Roman Empire fell in the 5th century CE, the eastern half lived on as the Byzantine Empire, with its capital in Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul). This new power center didn’t just preserve Greek culture—it elevated it. The language of administration, education, and theology in the Byzantine Empire was Greek, not Latin.

It is no coincidence that many early church doctrines, especially those concerning the Trinity, Christology, and salvation, were solidified during this time, in Greek councils, by Greek-speaking bishops, using Greek philosophical terms. Words like homoousios (“of the same substance”) and hypostasis (“essence/person”) were not Hebrew ideas, they were born in the halls of Plato’s academies and adapted to explain spiritual truths foreign to Scripture.

The Byzantine Empire institutionalized a form of Christianity that was unrecognizable to the original apostles. It was hierarchical, imperial, and drenched in the culture of the Greeks. Even the names of God and His Son were pushed out, and replaced with Greek alternatives like Kyrios (Lord) and Iesous (Jesus), forming the linguistic and cultural bedrock for what would become Eastern Orthodoxy and, eventually, Roman Catholicism.

​Key Figures Who Advanced Hellenization


To understand how deeply this Greek influence penetrated the faith, we must examine not just the empires, but the minds who shaped them! Here is a quick glimpse into who they were and what they did.

​

​Philo of Alexandria (20 BCE–50 CE)

A Hellenistic Jew who tried to harmonize Greek philosophy with the Hebrew Scriptures using allegory. Philo laid the groundwork for later theologians like Origen, who would view Scripture through a philosophical lens instead of a literal and Hebraic one.

Clement of Alexandria (c. 150–215 CE)

Another philosopher-theologian who openly stated, “Philosophy was a schoolmaster to bring the Greeks to Christ, as the Law was to bring the Hebrews.” He believed Greek philosophy was a divine preparation for the gospel, effectively elevating Plato to the same level as Moses.
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