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INTRODUCTION
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“All right, all right, all right.”

[In an endless white void, OLD ISAAC appears, flanked on either side by two versions of Sir Bryan Wulfram: one is an old knight, weary but otherwise unharmed. The other is decades younger, bleeding heavily from blade wounds in his stomach, side, and throat. Both Sir Bryans stare at each other, frozen in place, frozen in time, as Old Isaac looks you in the eye and winks.]

“Spoiler alert.

“The conversation I am about to have with these two Sir Bryans would fill an entire chapter of a full-length novel. 

“I’m talking pages of shocking exposition, answered by stubborn denial, unwilling introspection, then finally, begrudging acceptance that what I say is the real deal.

“Lot of ground to cover, and if this isn’t your first rodeo with this series, you’ll already know that I’m limited in this Introduction to only five hundred words.

“So, I’ll give you the short version.

“First, I tell the Bryans that when the elder one shuts the magical spellbook he is holding, they will both be whisked away from whence they were summoned: Elder Bryan to Gregor, Serena, Finn, and Nijyll, and the younger one to Starlight Monastery, where he shall have no recollection of any of this.

“The next bombshell is that the Lady of Light everyone worships is not a virtuous goddess of divine grace. In life, she was a powerful witch who tricked the elves into teaching her a spell to pierce the veil between our world and the heavenly. She used the power of the Crystals to seal away the old gods and make herself the reigning divinity, powered by the prayers of everyday folk and the deaths of her Crystal Knights.

“Yeah. That’s a rough one to swallow.

“Once I learned that truth, I allied with a daemon known as Malerion to take down the Lady and restore the old gods.

“To do so, there are a series of tasks that can only be completed in certain timestreams, by specific individuals, kind of like how a padlock will only open to a single key.

Sir Bryan and the others must complete those tasks, all while a horde of daemons and the survivors of Sir Bryan’s caravan converge on Starlight Monastery for an epic, climactic, series-ending battle.

“Yeah. It’s a lot to take in.

[Old Isaac sighs.]

“Malerion told me this void would be my final stop. When I leave here, I won’t be coming back. That is what I wanted. A way out. But now that I’m here....”

[Old Isaac looks off into the distance.]

“I asked the elder Sir Bryan if he’d pass along a message to his father. Gregor. I was never able....”

“Ahem. Finally, elder Sir Bryan asks why I’m betraying the Lady. She made me a Crystal Knight, after all. She gifted me immortality...

“I pop off a witty one-liner, snap my fingers, and vanish.

[Old Isaac nods.]

“All right, you’re all caught up. Let’s get on with the show.”

———
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OUT OF THE VOID

[image: ]




Two versions of Sir Bryan faced each other across an empty white void.  

“Damn!” The younger Sir Bryan paced back and forth. “Dammit!”

“Old Isaac,” The older Sir Bryan said. “He-”

“I must remember everything we learned. I have decades to stop the Crystal War.”

“You will stop nothing.”

“How do you know?”

“Because I was you. I regained consciousness at Starlight Monastery. I had no memory of this place.”

“I am not you.”

“We are the same person-”

“You gave up! You should have been looking for a way to save the world.”

“There was nothing I could do, and there is nothing you-“
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